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Macy's Cuffoing 
‘So. Pacific Tix 
With TV Set Buy 


Television set retailing hit the 
peak of something or other this | 
week when Macy’s, N. Y.’s largest | 
department store, offered two 
tickets to the current Broadway | 
musical click, “South Pacific,” with 
the purchase of each Westinghouse | 
set. Sales managers for the vari- | 
ous manufacturers, meanwhile, | 
noted a “slight change for the bet- | 
ter” in set sales during the last | 
week and predicted the drastic | 
price-cutting practices of the last | 
few months would ease off as the 
top firms become stabilized in the 
market. 

Most of the major manufacturers 
are expected to trim prices on their 
own in introduction of their new 
fall lines in an effort to stave off 
the retailing slashes. First move 


in that direction was taken by: Du- | 


Mont, which announced a new con- 


sole featuring the company’s revo- | 


(Continued on page 55) 


Radio's $3,000,000 
Payroll for a Sample 
Week; 37,572 Jobs 


Washington, July 19. 

In a study covering employment 
in the broadcasting industry for a 
sample week in 1948, the FCC re- 
ported a payroll of slightly over 
$3,000,000 during the week ending 
Oct. 17 by seven national and re- 
gional networks and 1,613 AM sta- 
tions. 

Actually, there were 1,789 outlets 
in operation but not all reported. 

The Commission data showed that 
39,572 persons were employed by 
the AM industry during the sample 
week and that the average salary 
was $71.22. 

The seven networks and 11 key 
Stations employed 6,292 persons 
who received a total of $615,000 





during the week. Average salary | 


of employees, other than officers, 
was $92.44. 

A breakdown of reports from 
Seven nets and 804 AM stations 
with 15 or more employees each 
showed that of 31,636 persons em- 
ployed fulltime, more than a third 
were in the program departments. 
Of approximately 11,000 program 
employees, more than a third were 
Staff announcers. Musicians were 
the next largest group, followed by 
writers and news personnel. 


Garrett-Parks’ New Act 


Hollywood, July 19. 
Betty Garrett and Larry Parks 
plane to St. Louis today (19) for 
two weeks of personals at Loew’s 

theatres there and in Cleveland. 
Pair made surprise appearance 
for two shows Sunday (17) night at 
Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1949,” 
at El Capitan, Hollywood, to try 
Out their act. : 





Roy Rogers’ $1,000,000 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Swinging into the general Hol- 
lywood pattern of today in which 
stars are making more pix than 
usual, Roy Rogers will do six an- 
;nually under a new two-year con- 
'tract with Republic, which will 
fetch him at least $1,000,000. First 
under the new pact starts Aug. 1. 
Rogers began with Republic in 
1939 at $100 a week. 

Cowpoke’s wife, Dale Evans, will 
co-star with him in all 12 of the 
oaters. 


Diskers Going 
All 3 Speeds? 


RCA Victor’s John West has an 
| idea that the ‘“‘battle of the speeds” 








will be solved by some sort of a 
“fluid drive’ phonograph record 
player. That is, it will be one that 


can be simply adjusted to play 3314 
(Columbia), 45 rpm (RCA) and the 
orthodox 78 rpm. “Or, for that 
matter,’ says the advertising-pro- 
motion director of RCA, “any speed 
in between.” 

West, however, says that all 
RCA is concerned with is ‘‘to mer- 
chandise our new 45ers, because 
we firmly believe in them.” 

There have been meetings among 
the major diskers on this problem. 
Another one was scheduled for last 
night (Tues.) in New York, with a 
view to doing something to equip | 
machines to accommodate _ all 
speeds, and possibly a program 
whereby all companies would wax 
on all three speeds so as to en- 
courage, rather than continue a re- 
| sistive ¢ales market. Capitol is the 
| first to add LP to its 45 and 78 rmm. | 








Ed Wynn First 


Ed Wynn, first top-name star to 
gamble on a kinescoped television 
show from the Coast, believes that 
Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, Fred 
Allen and other performers are 
‘afraid of TV. That, according to 
Wynn, is the reason they are by- 
passing video for the time being 
and not because of .their dissatis- 
faction with the kine process. In 
addition, Wynn thinks, statements 


— «e 


| various 


‘civilian government. 


' American 


ee 


Nee lo ‘@e Kine: 
Thinks Other Comics ‘Fear’ TV 


made recently by Jolson and/| 
Cantor about tele’s being under- | 
developed “sounds like picture 


propaganda, since both of them 
have a picture coming out soon.” 
[He’s right on “Jolson § Sings 
Again,” but Cantor has no immedi- 
ate film commitment.—Ed.] 

| “They're all my personal 
ifriends,” Wynn said, “but I dis- 
agree with them entirely and, in 
disagreeing, I am merely taking 
advantage of my rights. And please 
don’t think it’s effrontery on my 
part to talk that way. 1 have fear 





tco--fear whether the public will 
accept me on television. But I 


don’t fear TV itself.” 
Wynn said everyone had ques- 


EE STATE DEPT. 
ANGELING TOURS 


The legit theatre may become 
U. S. goodwill ambassador to Eu- 
rope this winter. The State De- 
partment, which is taking over 
administration of the American 
zone of Germany, hopes to send 
professional U. S. shows 
on tour there and in other coun- 
tries of Western Europe. 

On the strength of the success of 
the recent tour of the Virginia 
State Theatre production of “Ham- 
let,” at Elsinore and in Getmany, 
State Department officials believe 
a succession of U. S. productions, 
playing before occupation troops 
and civilians, would be a power- 
ful booster for American prestige 
and goodwill. The idea would be 
to have 25 or more troupes doing 
all sorts of plays, including classics 
and current and recent hits, of both 
American and foreign authorship. 

Robert Breen, who staged and 
played the title part in the recent 
“Hamlet,” expects to return to Ger- 
many in three or four weeks to 
confer with various Government 
people on the proposed setup. 





Those he will see include AMG of- | 


ficials, Army and Air Force heads 
and representatives of the German 
His trip has 
the blessing of the State Depart- 
ment. 

If the plan is worked out, the 
National Theatre & 
Academy, of which Breen is execu- 
tive-secretary, will produce the 
shows, with the Government under- 
writing production and operating 
expense. It’s figured that there are 


(Continued on page 51) 


tioned why he had consented to be 
the first to gamble his entire career 
on kinescoping, but declared he 
also has no fear of kine. ‘I’ve seen 
12 exhibitions of it at CBS and the 
quality of those shows was terrific,’ 
he said. “I have seen improve- 
ments over just a three-week pe- 
riod. I think by October you won't 
be able to tell the difference be- 
tween kinescoping and a live per- 
formance.” 

Same As Working on Stige 

TV, Wynn believes, rs same as 
the stage, and working in it will 
be the same as workins on the 
stage. That ton is why other come- 
dians are afraid now, he said. He 
noted that those he named have 
been off the stage for years, doing 
either picture work or radio. “As 
a visual comedian,” he said, “I’ve 
been playing consistently in front 
of the public. The only way they've 
been doing it is either at benefits 
or, like Benny with his appearance 
at the Roxy here. But that was 
only his radio act transposed to the 
’* [Cantor only recently 
played vaudfilmers and fairs and 
has other dates lined up when he 


stage 


————+ 


ENVOY 





Beer & Pretzels TV Pix 


Television taverns, a la the old 
Coney Island beer halls with free 
lunch and free films on a large 
screen, are envisioned by showmen. 
This would be history repeating it- 
self, except in modern style instead 
of the old silents. 

With that in mind, television 
films as a lure with beer and 
pretzels, for the entire family, are 
viewed by some as possibly cutting 
the neighborhood picture 


in on 


houses. 


Bulova May BR. 





~ Oscar Quiz Show 


Hollywood, July 19 


Bulova will have the first option 
Picture 
Academy of Arts and Sciences qui’ 


to sponsor the Motion 


if the officers o 
to permit 


over ABC 
group agree 


show 
the 


piece called the “Academy watch.” 

Meanwhile, ABC has_ secured 
permission from Paramount, 20th, 
Universal-International and Metro 
to use material from their films for 
the quizzer. 

One show has been cut with 
Emmet Lavery as master of cere- 
monies. and with Joseph Cotten, 
‘Anne Baxter, Deborah Kerr, Nun- 
nally Johnson, Jimmy Durante and 
| Betty Hutton as guests. 
will get around $500 a show, with 
four regulars slated for each week 
and two guests. 

ABC, which set up the air pack- 
age, will get first crack at a tele- 
vision setup if and when the studios 
abandon their no-video rule for 
| actors. 





returns from Europe next month. 
—Ed.] 

Wynn said he is a great TV en- 
thusiast because the medium will 
give him a chance to take his com- 
edy right into people’s living 
rooms. He will have no set format 
for his program, other than to play 
his “Perfect Fool” character, point- 
ing out that he doesn’t want to 
limit himself each week he is on 
the air. He'll use costumes, props 
and other acts “when I have them 
but it won’t be a vaudeville show— 
I think that is the line of least 
resistance.” (Speidel Watch Band 
Co. this week signed to bankroll 
the Wynn show, which tees off Oct. 
6 via CBS-TV.) 

Program, while it will origifiate 
in the studios of KTTV, CBS’ Hol- 
lywood outlet, will probably be 
aired live only in San Diego. Union 
regulations require at least one 
live outlet, otherwise they will get 
straight film rates. But because of 
the usual two-week time lag be- 
tween the live show and the kine 
airings, the program will go out 
via kine on all other stations. 
Wynn wants to have two shows on 
film in reserve at all times, 


* personalities like 
the 
watchmaker to put out a new time- 


Regulars | 


| 
Jolson as Opener 


Planned by Todd 
~ For NY. 2-a-Day 


waiting for Bobby Clark 
in “As the Girls Go” 
(when and if), Mike Todd has a 
|two-a-day idea brewing for his 
| Winter Garden. He has the Broad- 
way house on a four-walls basis, 
and feels that if he can snag Al 
Jolson to induct a two-a-day vaude- 
ville policy at the house made 
famous by the mammy singer, he 
(Todd) may break down some of 
the other big names. 

The producer has dream ideas 
about any number of top names, 
and claims commitments from sev- 
eral. Sentiment as well as cash 
figures with most of them, since 
Fred Allen, Mil- 
ton Berle, Jack Benny, Danny 
Kaye, the Marx Bros., Bob Hope, 
Burns & Allen, Edgar Bergen, Ed 

(Continued on page 16) 


While 


to reopen 


NLY’s 52d St. Swings 
| Again as Cops Strip 
Street of Strippers 


New York’s 52d street is chang- 
‘ing back from epidermis alley to 
' swing lane—by request of the Po- 
| lice Dept. All niteries in the area 
| have been warned by plainclothes- 
/men to get rid of their strippers 
within 60 days. There’s no other 
policy left but to revert to the 
| jazz musicians who originally made 
ithis thoroughfare world-famous. 
| Or else they'll have their licenses 
| revoked. 

Conversion has already started. 


|The Famous Door has _ installed 
'Ray Stapleton, and the Three 
Deuces opened last week with 
pianist Errol Garner. Others are 


|Shopping around for name combos 
and singers. 

The bonifaces are loath to re- 
vert to the former policy at this 
time. It’s felt the  stripteuses 
haven't yet run their course. Many 
spots are still finding grosses fairly 
profitable with the peelers. 

Another factor figured to make 
the jazz policy difficult at this 
time is the terrific competition 
from the nearby Bop City, which 
is gefting top names and bands in 
the bop firmament and offering 
them at prices considerably lower 
than the 52d street cubicles. How- 
ever, there’s no other choice for 
the 52d streeters. 

Some feel that there’s a steady 
clientele for 52d street no matter 
what policy prevails in the cafes, 
and that many can be weaned back 
on the jazz combo standard. Again, 
the nut in most of these spots is 
low enough to make it profitable 
even when there’s a handful of cus- 
tomers. With the $3-$3.50 mini- 
mum generally prevalent, and the 
way the waiters hustle the drinks 
there’s a fast turnover. Conse- 
quently, a handful of customers at 
a time can put the bistro in the 
* black. 
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Jerusalem Revival 


By FRANZ GOLDSTEIN 


Jerusalem, July 19. 

Remembering inevitably the 
summer of 1948, white-hot and | 
warlike, the revival of Jerusalem | 
is like a dream. Complaint used | 
to be that Jerusalem was a “dead” | 
city. But it is alive now, colorful 
and sparkling from the electrifying 
vitality of the new immigrants. 

A sign of the new times is the 
opening of cafes, restaurants and 
niteries by the new settlers, some 
of them under such _ picturesque 


names as Cafe de France or even 
Cafe des Amis In the hilly 
suburbs of Ejn Karem, a Morocco 
in miniature, you are cordially in- 


vited by the young owner: ‘Mon- 
sieur, entre, cafe Francais, s’il vous 
plait!” . 

From Ejn Karem, where even 
the cosy Regent cinema has re- 
opened, exhibiting pix-revivals for 
soldiers only, to Rehavia, in the 
western part of Jerusalem, cafes 
have opened or unshuttered. Then 
there are the charming garden- 
cafes in Beth Hakerem, the gar- 
den city, like Raviv, where a band 
of Rumanian musicians is play- 
ing. 

There are new cafe-musicians 
from all countries. The fashionable 
Tiferet (formerly Europe, at 
Zion’s Square, the heart of Jeru- 
salem), has a first-rate violinist 
from Holland, Eddy Wallis, well- 
known on the Dutch radio. The 
Emprie has Borower, a_ pianist 
from Shanghai. Cafe Sichel, pop- 
ular meeting-place, a landmark of 
Ben Yehuda 


street, reopened re- 
cently. At the Trocadero-Bar, the 
excellent Viennese pianist, Paul 


Schlesinger, plays nightly. During 
Vienna. There is a new bar and 
restaurant, Talpiot, moved over 
from the suburb of the same name, 
to Ben Yehuda street. 

“Going to Maxim’s” means lis- 
tening to a young crooner-pianist, 
Sandro, from Rumania. The 
“dernier cri’ is the reopening of 
Hesse’s fashionable restaurant and 
bar. At Fink’s (a bar) pianist Auf- 
haesuer plays. Some managements 
are composed of ex-soldiers, as the 
one at Armon, formerly’ the 
Queens bar. This has good dancing, 
a jazz band with a first-rate pianist, 
Glucksman (from the Police 
Band), a hot drummer, and a stim- 
ulating crooner, Shary Alkalai, 
from Bulgaria, singing mostly in 
Spanish. 





Scottish Brogue Too 
Greek, So ‘Macbeth’ 
Has to Be Redubbed 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Orson Welles’ “Macbeth” is be- 
ing redubbed almost completely by 
Republic after customer squawks 
in Boston and other cities that the 
Scottish brogue employed by actors 
is just too thick to be intelligible. 
Players have been asked to report 
back to the studio for new way of 
speaking their lines ‘. 

At this writing it looks as though 
Republic may go ahead without 
Welles, who starred, directed and 
produced for the Charles K. Feld- 
man production. Welles is in Eu- 
rope and, so far, hasn’t answered 
desperate cables sent to him by the 
studio. If he doesn’t return for the 
new sound trackage, studio likely 
will dub with voice of another 
player. 


New Cafes, Niteries Enliven City 


the afternoon he plays at the Cafe | 


Is Like a Dream; 
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COAST LAMBS ‘WASH 
AT CARRILLO RANCH 


Hollywood, July 19. 

First “wash” staged by Lambs | 
on the Coast took place Sunday | 
(17) at Leo Carrillo’s ranch, at | 
Carlsbad, Cal., 106 miles from Hol- | 
lvwood. Carrillo was the Collie, 
with Robert Armstrong, as chair- 
man, giving official welcome. 








37Ist 


WEEK ! 


3,782 Performances 


Carrillo paid tribute to Lambs All-time long run record in the 
who have passed on, including | jegitimate theatre. 
Eddie Foy, Sam Forrest, Willie | 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Collier, Frank Crumit, Tom Meig- 
han, David Belasco, John Drew and 
Augustus Thomas. William Far- 
num, oldest living Lamb here, took 
a brief bow before 200 in attend- | 
ance. 

Celebration took form of all-day | 
picnic, with swimming, horseshoe 
pitching, darts, croquet, foot races 
and elbow-bending. Pat O’Brien’s 
Shamrocks and Armstrong’s Clo- 
vers staged a softball game, but 
nobody could figure who won. 
Frank McHugh umpired, but no- 
body was aware of that either. 
“Low Jinks,” gridiron-type revue, 
with Roy Roberts emceeing, wound 
up the day. Those attending in- 
cluded Burton Holmes, Percy Hel- 
ton, Henry O’Neill, Mitchell Lewis, 
Hal K. Dawson, Tom Tully, Lew 
Lauria, Luis Alberni, Fred Clark 
and Wallace Ford. 


Joe Schenck Reported 
Seeking Arbitration 
On Valentino Rights 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Joseph M. Schenck reportedly 
will ask for arbitration in matter 
of the Rudolph Valentino life story 
hassle, now a three-cornered one, 
with Eddie Small, Jan Grippo and 
20th interested in the yarn. Film 
company wants it as Tyrone 
Power starrer. Grippo announced 
Monday (18) he’d start pic Aug. 15. 

Claimants feel that since Small 
hasn’t made the picture in the 12 
years he’s had the story, they are 
entitled to the property. Small 
says he’ll resist all encroachment. 


PAR’S CIRCUS OPUS 
RECALLS EARLY YARN 


Hollywood, July 19. 


And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 
Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 








Furtwangler’s Spiel 
On Nazis and Music; 
Mme. Flagstad’s Date 


Zurich, July 8. 

Wilhelm Furtwangler will open 

the Salzburg festival on July 27, 
conducting “The Magic Flute” of 
Mozart. Beethoven’s opera, “Fi- 
delio,” with Kirsten Flagstad in the 
lead, will be given on July 30. 
{| Now resting in Clarens, Switzer- 
land, the German conductor is still 
ismarting from American protests 
received last year when he was an- 
nounced to conduct the Chicago 
Symphony for eight weeks. Del- 
uged today with offers from all | 
over the world, he would rather 
conduct in the U. S. than any- 
where. 

Not generally known is the fact | 
that he was first offered the entire 
Chicago season. The offer came 
too late for him to obtain release 
from prior committments. Con- 
ductor has prepared a long state- 
ment explaining his actions and at- 
titudes from 1932 on. 

Statement claims that he aided 





tested against political use of music 
with his name being used as propa- 
ganda, the award of honorary Nazi 
titles. He refused all official posts 
jafter 1934, stayed in Germany be- 
icause “I felt in a certain way re- | 
sponsible for the standard and in- 
tegrity of musical life in Germany 
. Since I stayed I had to reckon 
: ; with the fact that large parts of the | 
Interesting progression towards world, especially America, would | 
what appears to be a concrete effort reject me, yet I believed that for 
to make “The Greatest Show On an inhuman regime a hero or 
Earth” has been developed at Par- /martyr is of no consequence. . . 


amount. I have sincere awe for those who 
Through deal closed with John Jost their lives fighting the regime, 
Ringling North, Cecil B. DeMille put for my part the object in fight- | 


will produce and direct the picture. ing was to keep alive men and cul- | 
Paramount pays North $250,000 ture. I felt that a single perform- | 
and 10% of the gross. ance of a great work of music was 

Just about 10 years ago Par- a stronger and more essential con- | 
amount bought a property called tradiction of the spirit of Buchen- 
“The Greatest Show On Earth,” wald and Auschwitz than words 
story of the circus involving P. T. cov'd be.” | 
Barnum, Tom Thumb, Jenny Lind He conducts four performances 
and other tent show greats. Wil- of ‘Fidelio’ in Salzburg and four 
liam Le Baron was head of the of “The Magic Flute” plus one or- | 
studio at that time. Paramount chestra concert. Other conductors 
put writers to work on the story, are Bruno Walter, Herbert Kara- | 











spent some $50,000, in addition to jan, Hans Knappertsbush and 
original cost, on screenplay, George Szell. The Festival reports 
sketches and other production re- that it is sold out until August. 
search. Final event is Aug. 30. | 

Project was abandoned when top | 
execs felt that costs were getting) _S. F. Opera Bars Flagstad | 
out of hand, and Paramount’s San Francisco Opera Assn. 


board voted to bar Kirsten Flag- | 


rights lapsed after several years. 
stad from appearances this fall, 

















after she had been scheduled for 
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Kin Loses Carroll Claim 


Eos Angeles, July 19. 

A decision upholding the will of 
the late Earl Carroll and denying 
his niece, Mrs. Patricia Carroll, any 
claim to the residue of the estate, 
was handed down in superior court 
last Thursday (14). 

Will leaves most of Carroll's $1,- 
000,000 estate for cancer research. 


One Year 
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SPIRIT OF COLUMBUS 


Barcelona, July 19. 
Colon, 


Two Years—-$18.00 Cristobal 


ADLER DENTS LONDON’S 
LONGHAIR ORCH RANKS 


London, June 19. 


For the first time in the history 
of British classical music an har- 
'monica player has been signed 
‘to appear with the London Phil- 
harmonic orch. 

Honor goes to Larry Adler, who 
is to participate in a one-night con- 
cert Friday (22) at the Dome,/ Center at Long Island City, N. y 
Brighton. The program will in-| reports it’s now topping the o. 
clude a concerto written for Adler duction of any Hollywood studio 
by Jean Berger, “Caribbean Con-| with more than 4,000,000 feet of 
certo,” and the “Rumanian Rhapso- | film a month—1% million’ feet of 
dy,” which he played in “Birds and | 35m negatives and 21% million feet 
Bees.” of prints. 


US. Army Tops 
H'wood on No. 


Of Pix Produced 


The Signal Corps Photographie 








numerous Jewish colleagues, pro- | 


Duke of Ve-, 


Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year 


ragua, officer in the Spanish Navy, | 





~~ Cross-Picket 
| Picketing Collarites At 
The RKO Palace, N. Y. 


The Palace theatre, N. Y., had an 
' avalanche of picketing Friday (15). 
There were pickets, and pickets 
whe picketed the pickets. 


the Screen Office & Professional 


Employees Guild who urged pa- 
trons to stay away from the vauder 


| because RKO, operating the Palace, 
bargain with SOPEG. | 


refuses to 
Shortly afterward Senator Murphy, 
who played the Palace several 
weeks ago, lined up Mantan More- 
land & Nipsy Russell, the Negro 
performers currently playing the 
house, and Roger Ray of the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., cast, who immedi- 
ately started a counter-picket line, 
with signs declaring, “The vaude- 
ville actor is not fighting unionism. 
We’re fighting unjust picketing.” 

Murphy since ther. has been at- 
tempting to get the American Guild 
of Variety Artists to sanction a 
picket line of performers. However, 
AGVA is steering clear of this 
fight officially and hasn’t given its 
blessing to the picketing of SOPEG 
members. 

A similar clash was averted on 
the opening night of the Palace 
when SOPEG members started to 
picket. At that time, Murphy, Ted 
Lewis and other acts persuaded 
the SOPEGers to leave because 
success of this house meant a lot 
to the rank-and-file vauder. 


CAREN MARSH TO PLAY 





NY. CAP DESPITE CRASH 


Caren Marsh, actress-singer, who 
was a passenger on the airliner 
that crashed last week near Los 
Angeles, expects to be able to ful- 
fill her contract for a stage date, 
opening Aug. 11, at the Capitol, 
N. Y. She appears with ventrilo- 
quist Paul Winchell, with whom 


she’s worked on a television series. 


Flying to the Coast to visit her 
parents, Miss Marsh received mi- 
nor foot injuries in the crash that 


cost 35 lives. She had expected to_ 


return soon for the Capitol date 
and for a new video series, ‘‘Pent- 
house Party,” being produced by 
Ray Hinkley. She appeared on 
Broadway last season in the musi- 
cal, “Heaven on Earth” and was 
an understudy in “Minnie and Mr. 
Williams.” She was previously in 
pictures. 


513 Million Seats in 85,000 


World Cinemas—Skouras 


Rome, July 19. 

Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras, noting that there are only 
85,000 theatres throughout the 
world, declared here last week that 
film producers everywhere can 
look forward to a steadily-expand- 
ing market, providing no restric- 
tive trade barriers are set up. 

Speaking at a convention of 
20th’s Italian sales _ personnel, 
Skouras estimated that only 27% 
of the people in the world have 
ever seen a film. Total number 
of theatres, he said, have a com- 
bined seating capacity of only 
about 51,500,000. Skouras took the 
occasion to note that whereas the 





American industry “welcomes” for- | 


‘eign competition, too many coun- 
tries are setting up quotas against 
/American films or restricting the 
free flow of funds. 


Skouras, in Cairo this week, re- | 


Parade started with members of 





In a typical week the center had 
| 233 productions in work—60 in the 
| scripting stage, 55 in production 
|and the remainder tn scenario or 
| finished print form awaiting clear. 
ance. Production in °48 was 609 
reels. 

Army training films are now be. 
ing dubbed in Spanish and Portu- 
guese as part of the Western Hem- 
isphere defense program and some 
| training pix are also being renare 
lrated in German and Japanese, 
The center recently turned out a 
short on CARE in a variety of lan- 
guages for overseas release. 

Films are shot at the request of 
the various arms and _ services. 
Once a ssubject has been approved, 
a writer, a project officer (with 
functions similar to a producer's) 
and a technical advisor are as- 
signed, plus an average production 
crew of eight—12_ technicians. 
Screenplays avoid many Hollywood 
techniques. Stars are not used. for 
example, because recognizing them 
would detract from the students’ 
attention. Comedy is omitted be- 
cause trainees frequently see the 
films several times and the gags 
would wear thin as well as getting 
lost in the dubbing process. 

Recent titles released include 
“Summer Mountain Movement and 
Bivouacs,” “Field Artillery Sight 
| Tests” and “Troop Movements By 
Air.” For the Medical Department 
the center pioneered in the pro- 
duction of an animated film in color 
shewing the biological and chem- 
ical reactions within the cell. For 
the Armed Forces Information & 
Education Division it turned out 
films on “Problems of the Peace 

in Asia” and ‘Problems of the 
Peace in Europe.” For the sur- 
| geon general it is shooting a pic on 
| rodent control. 

Officers of the center feel that 
not only are they turning out foot- 
age in great quantity but that their 
product is of high quality. They 
point to the fact that twice in the 
past three years their pictures have 
won the Oscar for the outstanding 
documentary short of the year. In 
47 “Seeds of Destiny’ took the 
, award and this year “Toward In- 
| dependence,” a study on rehabili- 
_tating paraplegics, was honored. 


15 Years Ago 


| Major film scompanies_ spent 
_ $800,000 on national ad drive. 








| Luke Barnett “celebrating” his 
|30th anniversary as show business’ 
| prime ribber without ever getting a 
| sock on the jaw. 
| Ed Sullivan, the Broadway 
columnist, was playing a quick 
repeat at New York’s Loew’s 
State. His business two months 
earlier warranted the re-book- 
| ing. ° 
| “Of Human Bondage,” starring 
‘Bette Davis and Leslie Howard, 
looked as if it would need plenty 
of selling, but the b.o. prospects 
were there. “The Thin Man,” 
‘with Myrna Loy and _ William 
Powell, also looked like a good bet. 


Negotiations were going on for 
Bing Crosby to have a profit-shar- 
ing deal at Paramount. 


25 YEARS AGO 
Broadway shows were closing 
‘right and left. The Democratic Na- 
tional Convention held to be the 
| cause. 














Charles B. Dillingham thought 
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VARIETY Inc. 


and only living descendant of Co- 
lumbus, has written a screenplay 
together with Colone: vose L. Mon- 
talvo. 


New York 19, N. Y. 














It's as yet untitled. 








turns to Rome again for huddles London lacked good plays. “Kevue 
with production veepee Darryl F.!| producers don’t know the war is 
Zanuck. He’s tentatively scheduled over, the way they use wartime 
,to return to the homeoffice about scenery and jokes,” the American 
ithe beginning of August. | showman commented. 
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Moving 


Forward 


Never has the picture industry’s move for a better public rela- 
lations program fallen on more sensitive ears, and for the first 
time all forces are moving forward to achieve the objective. 
Off-the-record suggestions have been made, ideas swapped and 
there is every indication for a crystallization of these ideas. 


A Public Service Organization of the Motion Picture Industry 
is something which the “Johnston office” has in mind. The Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, is a natural body to project such 


a PSO. 


From one segment of the exhibitors, the Theatre Owners of 


America, there is the idea of an American Film Festival. 


This 


makes lots of sense. From the Lowlands to Locarno, Cannes and 
Venice, with the Norse countries and others in between getting 
the idea, the Europeans have latched on to a Motion Picture 
Festival the last few years for artistic, aesthetic, academic and 


—it must be suspected—commercial purposes. 


No question that 


anything allied with film glamor must attract tourism, entrance 
fees and hard currency. The end result, so far as the American 
product is concerned, has usually been on the negative side. Too 
often some obscure Czech-made short or a British entry steals 


the show, and Hollywood shows 


up like a Gower Gulch quickie. 


The American motion picture audiences need something dra- 
matic to crystallize their attention on the native film industry. 


As one hard-bitten exhibitor puts it, 
with the boxoffice that 12 good pictures in a row can’t cure. 


Gael Sullivan’s TOA program is 


“There’s nothing wrong 


” 


get two good ones per company, 


bunch them, and by sheer weight of power and prestige prove 
that Hollywood is still turning out some potent pic product. 


The war, of course, allied the pix biz like nothing else ever did. 


Perhaps more than any other single industry, 


show biz did an 


ail-out, standout job. A peacetime mobilization is necessary. So 
sporadic and diffuse are all film industry efforts that it’s a secret, 


more or less, to many laymen that Bond Drives, 


Red Cross, 


Brotherhood, March of Dimes, the Gen. Wainwright short (Jobs 
for Veterans) and the like are industry-mctivated efforts. 


But each is only achieved because it’s a pet project of this or 
that branch or executive in the industry. Unlike the War Activi- 
ties Committee of the Motion Picture Industry, which was gener- 
ously budgeted, there is no central pool to achieve this much de- 


Sired public relations program. 


It seems so contradictory to the 


inherent good showmanship of an industry which thrives on 


selling, for it not to sell itself better to its customers. It’s 


a pity 


that possible disaster can be the only impetus to a cohesive pro- 


gram of improved public relations. 


UA Still Seeks 
Coin as Pickford, | 
Chaplin Nix B.R. 


United Artists prez Grad Sears 


reportedly told the company’s 
board members at a homeoffice 
meeting yesterday (Tues.) that co- 
owners Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplin had refused to put up the 


money he had hoped could be 
used to finance UA’s indie pro- 
ducers. 
the directorate ‘‘some other meth- 
od of financing must be found.” 


Exactly what that method will | 


be could not be determined. UA 
execs, as well as all outside mem- 
bers of the board, clamped a vir- 
tual “iron curtain” on what trans- 
pired at the meet, refusing at one 
point even to admit that a meeting 
had been held. 


Chaplin turndown on Sears’ 
posal, 
indicate the company’s directors 


had several other financing plans | 


Submitted for their discussion. 


It was reported on the other 
hand that Sears, who just returned 
from a week’s huddle with Chap- 
lin and Miss Picford on the Coast, 
was considerably peeved at the de- 
cision of the co-owners against 
kicking through with necessary 
coin from their personal coffers. 
According to these reports, Sears 
is determined to leave the raising 
of financing henceforth to the 


Owners, whose job he considers it | 


to be. He, it is said, will concen- 
trate from now on on selling what- 
ever pictures UA turns out. 


Sears, while on the Coast. had | 


pressed Chaplin and Miss Pickford 
for a sum reported to be $1,500.- 
000. He had hoped to use this 
money for secondary financing, 
with banks putting up first money 
on the basis of the owners’ coin. 
Reason for their getting cold on 
the financing idea is said to be that 


UA has had a profitable three- 
week 


bringing 
$297,500. 


the 


company about 


As a result, Sears advised | 


Their reluctance | 
to talk, coupled with the Pickford- | 
pro- | 
is believed in the trade to! 


neriod, with film rentals | 


Abel. 





nee s Aug. 8 Start 


Chicago, July 19. 


Eddie Silverman, Essaness thea- | 
| tre circuit head, starts his own pro- 


| duction, “‘Blood Money,” story of 
ithe track-wire service, Aug. 8 at 
General Service Studio, Hollywood. 
Second money is being supplied 

the Continental Illinois Trust 


by 


Bank, Chicago, with budget set at | 


$550,000. 


L. B. Mayer Back West 
After Contract And 
| General M-G Powwows 


Louis B. Mayer, Metro’s studio 
‘chief, his wife and Howard Strick- 





ling, studio publicity manager, en-| 


train for Hollywood tonight (Wed.) 


or tomorrow 
of huddles and visits in the east. 
In the course of hit stay, Mayer 
cleared up details on his proposed 
new ticket with the company. His 
old pact, which 
1946, expires Aug. 31. 

The Mayers and Strickling took 
time off last weekend to trek to 
Boston, where they visited Judy 
Garland, currently undergoing hos- 
pital treatment there. Trio also 
hopped to Miami during their east- 
ern stay for a short personal visit 
with Mrs. Mayer’s family. 

In the course of the studio chief's 
stay in Gotham, he confabbed with 
Nicholas M.- Schenck, company 
prez, on a proposed speedup in the 
production schedule during the 
coming season. Metro is boosting 
its releasing slate to three pix 
monthly, with the ultimate aim of 
reaching a one-per-week pace. 





Nebenzal Winner 
Hollywood, July 19. 
Seymour Nebenzal’s rights to 
“Mayerling” have been upheld by 
California district court of appeals 
He made the picture in France in 
1935. Quader-Kino, Swiss company, 
had sued Nebenzal for an account- 
ing, on the ground that it had the 
right to exhibit the picture. 
Lower court earlier had sus- 
tained Nebenzal, and the Swiss out- 
| fit has appealed. 





| still 


| a 











| ties of color 





iby the Federal 


morning after series | 


was renewed in| 


| Daughter” 
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EYE ‘QUALI 
GOOD AG FILMS 


Theatre television, although| 
in an experimental stage, | 
might splurge with full color, and 
picture quality equal to stand- 
ard theatrical films long before 
home sets can adopt tinting. That 
is the opinion of several TV tech- 
nicians, based on reports that one 
film company already has color the- 
atre TV developed to a near-com- 
mercial point. That the subject is 
of top importance to the entire in- 
dustry, meanwhile, was pointed up 
last week by Theatre Owners of 
America exec director Gael Sulli- 
van, who pitched for all companies 
to back the request for theatre TV 
channels. 

Sullivan made his point at a 
meeting of the theatre tele com- 
mittee of the Society of Motion | 
Picture Engineers. At the same 
meeting, Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith, | 
indie TV consultant, urged the in- | 











20th Set to Go 

Twentieth-Fox reaffirmed its 
decision Monday (18) to move 
ahead with its plans for full- 
scale theatre television on the 
Coast this winter. In a home- 
office meeting with company 
attorneys, 20th’s TV execs dis- 
cussed the survey made by re- 
search chief Earl I. Sponable 
in Hollywood on the _ best 
method of linking a string of 
theatres and also mulled an- 
swers to the six questions put 
to 20th by the FCC on theatre 
TV. 

Company plans to originate 


its shows from the stage of 
Grauman’'s Chinese theatre, 
Hollywood, and then beam 


them on either coaxial cable or 
microwave relay channels to 
21 other Fox-West Coast 
houses. Theatre TV program 
would be run in conjunction 
with a first-run feature film in 
all houses. 








dustry to be aware of the possibili- 
video for theatres in 
conjunction with high definition 
systems that ‘‘might never be with- 
in reach of commercial television 
broadcasters.” 

Following up on _ Goldsmith’ s | 
statement, other TV _ consultants | 
noted this week that commercial | 
broadcasters are fairly well con-| 
fined within the limits of the 525- | 
line picture standard set for them 
Communications 
Commission. Thus any improve- 
ments in home picture quality must 
be made within those standards. 
Since no official standards have 

_ (Continued on page 18) 





National Boxalfice Survey 


Two Joneses (‘Sorrowful’ 








| gram 


| Rank 


| proposes to 
| specifically for 
| This plan 


‘Theatre Tele a Vicious Cycle; 


Fabian Feels It 





Stromberg to Col. 


Hollywood, July 19. 
Hunt Stromberg has bowed out 
of independent production and has 
made a deal with Columbia to pro- 
duce His last United Artists re- 
lease was “Too Late for Tears.” 
Number of films he'll do at Col. 
hasn’t been determined. 


Rank’s About-Face 


In Now Pointing ' 


For U.S. Market 


London, July 19. 

tremendous U. S. 
grosses being piled up by “Ham- 
let,” “Red Shoes” and “Quartet” 
are causing a radical revamping of 
J. Arthur Rank’s production pro- 
for the coming year. With 
this trio of pix demonstrating that 
American revenues can be the an- 
swer to the red-ink operations of 
British production, the top British 
filmmaker is lining up a slate 


Effect of the 


| which he believes will be particu- | 


larly suitable for the American | 
market. 

Out of the 20-22 films which | 
will make in the next 
the British producer now 
turn out 8-10 aimed 
Yank consumption. 
represents a new twist 
in Rank’s thinking since he _ has 
always contended that a British 
producer is on the wrong track 
when he produces specially for the 


months, 


| international market. 


Pact made with Noel Coward for 


| at least two films in the next year | 
is regarded 


as one step towards 

molding his product for the U. 

Coward has always been regarded 

as holding the key to successful 
ss seemmanaiate on page 55) 





WB Loses 506 Quitting | 


Plans for ‘Patriots’ 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Sidney Kingsley’s “The Patriots” 
has been relinquished by 
after 
storywise. 
be taking a $50,000 loss. 

WB paid Kingsley $50,000 for 
the rights in 1947. Play opened 
‘on Broadway _in 1943. | 


Studio is understood to 


| 
| 
| 


and ‘Beach’) Pace Field 


As Yen for Comedies Sparks Pix B.O. 


Break in the weather In several 
key cities, along with the dating of 
suitably stout summer product, is 
giving the national boxoffice pic- 
ture a brighter hue this session. 
The two Joneses, “Sorrowful Jones” 
(Par) and “Girl From Jones Beach”’ 
(WB), are neck-’n’-neck for top 
laurels, with the former making the 
best showing and “Jones Beach” 
racking up the greatest amount of 
coin, better than $220,000. 

Third place goes to “House of 
Strangers” (20th) which is making 
a better showing this stanza than 
in previous weeks. “Africa 
Screams” (UA), which did little be- 
fore, apparently is chasing in on 
the public’s yen for comedy. It is 
a strong fourth spot winner. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO), on 
basis of its smash openings during 
the week, is climbing up into fifth 
position its first week out. Sixth 
place is being taken by “Stratton 
Story” (M-G), boxoffice champ for 
weeks. “Fountainhead” (WB) is 
winding up seventh. 

Whole string of runner-up pic- 
tures, all contributing to the im- 
proved biz tone, include “Big Steal” 
(RKO), “Champion” (UA), “Gunga 
Din” (RKO) (reissue), ‘“‘Neptune’s 
(M-G), “Any Number 


Can Play” (M-G), “Red Shoes” 
(EL) and ‘Edward, My Son” (M-G). 

Besides “Gunga Din,” usually 
paired with “Lost Patrol” (RKO), 


another oldie, best reissues this 
round are ‘“Dumbo’-‘‘Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO), “Wizard of Oz” 
(M-G) and “Lonesome Pine” (Par). 
All are doing real business. 
Outstanding newcomers appear 
to be “Great Gatsby” (Par) and 


Latter, still 
Y. Music 


“Silver Lining” (WB). 
big in fourth week at N. 


Hall, is smooth in St. Louis. 
“Reign of Terror’ (EL), another 
new entry, is okayin L.A. “You're 


My Everything” (20th) is doing 
nicely on its initial date in Pitts- 
burgh, with best showing in town. 


“Lost Boundaries” (FC), continuing 
in great shape in N. Y., started 
strongly in Boston. 

“Tady Gambles” (U), good in 
Cincinnati, is okay in Portland. 
“Home of Brave” (UA) teed off 
great in Seattle. “The Window” 


(RKO) shapes bright in Detroit and 
fairish in Seattle. 

“Sand” (20th) is not showing in 
many keys currently but looks mild 
in L. A. “One False Step” (U) 
shapes nice in Pitt, trim in Philly 
and oke in San Francisco. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11.) 
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Warners | 
several attempts to whip it! 
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’s RCA’s Move Now 


oe 


Difficulties of trying to shove 
through an ambitious program of 
theatre television are detailed by 


'Si Fabian, whose Fox, Brooklyn, re- 


cently showed the Joe Walcott-Ez- 
zard Charles championship bout on 
the big screen. Fabian, who is anx- 
ious to install permanent equipment 


in the Brooklyn flagship, claims 
“the whole thing is like chasing 
your own tail around.” 


“To meet the cost of equipment 
insti allation,” the circuit Oop says, 
Eg have to have some guarantee 
of large-screen programming that 
will draw. On the other hand, the 
manufacturers won't go ahead with 
mass output of TV equipment un- 
less they first receive a large bulk 
f orders. The net result is the 
suiaisee is afraid to order equip- 
ment without assurances of pro- 
gram supply and the manufacturer 
is afraid to make sets without those 
orders.” 


Fabian is convinced the big 
manufacturers should break the 
deadlock by seeing to it, throug 
their TV networks, that a supply 
of programs is guaranteed. The 
exhibs, themselves, he explained, 
have been stymied in their at- 


(C ontinued on page 16) 


6-Week Siesta: 
20th’s Backlog 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Twentieth-Fox will be shut down 
from Aug. 5-Sept. 12 for majority 
of studio employes to take vaca- 
tions. Lot will have backlog of 20 
pix when it closes for 39-day 
period. 

Slowdown also coincides 
Darryl Zanuck’s absence on 
vacash Buropean trip. 


with 
biz~ 


20th’s 1 for Roxy 
Twentieth-Fox’s large backlog of 
feature production, which resulted 
in a decision to slow down for six 
| weeks at the studio, has also given 
‘the company a chance for the first 
(Continued on page 16) 
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s 
So. Africa Waives Tax M (| : 
‘ ’ f 
PIX PR On ‘The Secret Garden’ | IVC oy Ses 
Hollywood, July 19. é 
“The Secret Garden” will be ad- ; 
? mitted into South Africa without all ears ° 
ad payment of duty, according te nl 
9 9 % word received here by Metro 
execs. 

Film industry profits will hold? | Film is being er educa- erman 
for the first time since 1946, when Junior Meggers Elect LOTHAR the South African government is 
the seven majors (all but United | Worsley New Prexy | rare. | Washington, July 19, 5 
Artists) piled up a record net for | | Fears that the American fil 
all times. With half the year now| Hollywood, July 19. | ; ‘industry would run into. _ 
over, current profits reports being! Wallace Worsley has been elect-| Lothar Wolff. associate producer | nits 0 quota headache in western Gan. 
aired by the majors and returns on ed president of the Junior Screen of Film Classics Lost Bounda- | many have been dissipated by a 
grosses filed with the Securities & Directors Guild. ries,” left for Paris last week to} assurance from John J. McClow 
Exchanges Cemmission have prac- Other officers: Jesse Hibbs, vice- handle film production Activities | high commissioner of the U < 
tically clinched the end of retreat. president; Jack Murphy, secretary; for the Economic Cooperation Ad- | OK a ore FAO zone of occupation. McCloy wired 
The °49 net is estimated at $55,- pil] Beaudine, Jr., treasurer. ministration. — He'll be attached to Eric Johnston, prez of the Motion 
000.0000, or the same amount sinitarmsiahaiaadietoeeraiat the Office of the Special Repre- | Picture Assn. of America, that the 
scored by the companies in ‘48. . sentative. core sail 4» |. Charter of the National Exhib- U.S. Military Government was op. 

The brightening picture was 9 Be pe egg: Berane org Pers ceretel itors Film Co. will be given a posed to any such quota System. : 
toned up one more shade this week a Or I = ag ee ee a. | preliminary 0.0. by the Dept. of He said it could never be approved ; 
when Metro turned ee since 1947, Wolff was granted a Justice before the plan to afford | by the Joint Export-Import Agency 
showing profits ol Pastry joe “oe . leave neal cage 4 aio ec gure indie producers a $10,000,000 bank- — the oe eps directors of 
its first 40 weeks of fiscal 49, ended a > ECA sunt. po is filed in Delaware or New, the agency would vote against it. 

June 9. M-G continues to advance Run Ist On i Wa Aside sage nag work on oa. York. With Robert L.- Wright,| Last week Johnston aimed a pro. 
over last- year, when Its compara- ries,” he also participated in Ge former Govt. trust-buster, care- test against the plan in messages 
live net for the same period came Rochemont’s educational film se- fully drafting the corporation pa-,to McCloy and Secretary of State 


to $4.729.063. Gross revenues for 


Idea of booking a big pic in one 


ries, ‘“The Earth and Its Peoples.” 








| pers and by-laws, it is not expected 


Dean Acheson. He asserted, in 


the third quarter also showed a Broadway house for an extended | lthat the D.ofJ. will raise any seri- | part: 
ge wy seal — : Be conacitire run prior to any other playdates is e ° |ous hurdle. In a first official ae ai a eters = a nega- 
43,427, aur > semeste : ‘ " i “sj anv oO erica’s né ‘ icies 

ainst $43.356,000 in 1948’s equiv-| spreading among the companies. NEFC has filed papers in Albany || S tomate , geen policies 
against $ Red 5< J0, . » ; . nee ye . to insure first-call on the name anc rat itions, and would not help 
alent period. ere Cecil B. De Mille, producer of Par- ‘of the org. the revival of the German auaian 

With the half-way a amount’s “Samson and Delilah,” . | Working with Wright on the picture industry. If we now sane- 
evenn®. oa ns ett gg War- has asked the company to book the P | T charter is Schwartz & Frohlich, as | tion film go western Ger- 

rs excep aramo E ar- : ; ‘ ‘ r ee -| many, we w . a ; 
ag P ggg show from slight to epic for a solid year in a Broadway ar on nung 0 well “> _ = peor toot gy | — spenalinties an oe 
important gains over their net last house. He thinks the pic should neys. segalites will submit the | © ld t stead we 
_— ro Ea ; since Par bec wate run on the mainstem for a long e | charter to NEFC Ss exec committee wou a 2e 7 ors ng a policy of re- 

ear. owever, since Par, “ause I r enaiiie’ —- eis | tele 5 baal cy 
oF tie tremendous profits in the stretch before slotted to other at a meeting tentatively set for re — + apetpcnre which is 
pa ie ge - igh he houses ice S ommon Aug. 2 at the Waldorf-Astoria, | Plaguing world recovery. Good 
postwar period have weighted the ses. | | N. Y. If the greenlight is git en pictures are made where there is 


total net of the big seven, decline 


Columbia is considering a simi-| 


‘at that huddle, papers will be filed 


competition and not where there 


in its take is expected to hold over-| lar plan for its “Jolson Sings| Regardless of the ~ impending | immediately thereafter is artificial protection.” 
all profits to last year’s figure. | Again.” It is figured that a really | split by Paramount into two SeP-| No eo Me from the Govern-| Request for the quota originated 
Metro and 20th Up extended Broadway run _ would arate companies, Par is shoving | nent will be sought. By giving the | With German film producers, who 
5S ° . os 


Leading the upbeat side are 
Metro and 20th-Fox. In its first 
quarter 20th came up with a net of 
$3,017,736, which bettered the 1948 
teeoff of $2,926,842. Company, 
moreover, showed a substantial im- 
provement in grosses by hitting 


$43,490,969 against $40,316,174 in| 


the previous year. 

Remarkable rally is being fea- 
tured by Universal after that com- 
(Continued on page 20) 

9 e 
U’s Next Fiscal Year 
Will Benefit From Big 


Writeoffs on ’48 Films 





build terrific word-of-mouth in the 
hinterlands. 





along its policy of reducing the 
parent outfits’s outstanding com- 
mon stock. In the past 30 days, 


'Par has picked up another 10,428 


PAR REOPENINGL.J 
STUDIO FOR NEWSREEL 


Paramount is breaking open the 
lock on the Astoria (Long Island) | 
studios which the company shut- 
hex some six months ago as a 
| cost-saving device. Reopening of 
ithe big building has been ordered 
|by the company because it has 
found the newsreel labs inade- 
quate to handle entire eastern 


shares on the open market at an} 
expenditure of $210,000. Manage- | 
ment’s objective is to whittle out- 
standing holdings as much as pos- 
sible before the Jan. 1 split dead- 
line. 

In the past two years, Par has | 


laid out approximately $20,000,000 | 
to reduce common stock issue 
some 948,615 shares now in the 
treasury. That represents approxi- 
mately one-seventh of the entire 
outstanding holdings. 

During the same period, two | 
other majors have been retiring 
preferred stocks via the buy-up | 


D.ofJ. a look-see, possibility of that | cCiaimed that they need such a quota 


bringing a_ criminal 
later is negated. 


department 
anti-trust action 


In legal language, the prelim sur- | 


vey proves a lack of criminal in- 
tent. However, the move does not 
bar a civil anti-trust action should 
the D.ofJ. become convinced that 
monopolistic practices are being 
pushed. 

Neither the Schine nor Griffith 
circuits, both of which are pledged 
to back NEFC, require special 
Government permission, although 
court decrees govern their opera- 
tions. Their participation will un- 
doubtedly lead to a more careful 
inspection of the NEFC by offi- 
cials. 





' 


to obtain a larger share of their 
domestic market. 


Talent Guilds’ Tax 
Pitch ‘Little Hope’ 
Now, Mebbe in Future 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Lee Bowman and Richard Carl- 
son, who represented the Screen 
Actors Guild at the House Ways 
and Means Committee hearings on 
a tax plan to allocate levies of 
individuals whose incomes vary 
annually, returned to Hollywood 








route. Twentieth-Fox has acquired | Formation of the company was 
recently announced with top cir- 


2,600 shares of cumulative pre- | an ahanee a 

ferred and 100 shares of prior pre- | C¥!t OPS supporting it as a way of 

ferred. Company planked out|®te@Sing the indie production 
: Si Fabian, 


10 ine the SOden « +h. | Wheels in Hollywood. 
$101,000 during the 30-day —. head of the Fabian circuit, is serv- 


print processing and other serv- 
icing of film. 

Reportedly, company instead will 
seek to sell the Paramount News- 
reel Bldg. at 544 W. 43rd street, 
N. Y. Building has been offered | It now holds 34,500 shares bough 


with little hope that the plan would 
be enacted this year. Bowman 
declared that the plan is regarded 
as preferential legislation for the 
high income groups, but expected 
results in this direction as part 


Under the peculiar effects of 
amortization tables, Universal is 
looking for banner profits during | 
its next fiscal year which starts 
Oct. 1. By then it will have com- 


est 





pleted writing off big losses from 
a string of expensive weakies re- 


leased last year. At the same 
time, U will show the profits from 
returns on some of its strong 


grossers of the current semester. 
Bulk of the negative costs on these 
films are currently being absorbed. 

In staging a remarkable rally, 
U has demonstrated that grosses 
can be maintained while produc- 
tion expenses are drastically cut. 
Cost of present releases is about 
one-third that of previous post- 
war years while the revenues are 
holding their own. Several high- 
cost losers must be absorbed, such 
as the $2,000,000 “You Gotta Stay 
Happy,” but the great bulk of U’s 
releases are now consistently 
showing a profit. 

Film company amortization tables 
are such that a major suffers for 
geveral vears absorbing the losses 


of a bad season. By the same 
token, profits are projected into 
the future, adding impetus from 


a good season to the next. 


St. John to Huddle in N.Y. 


On Campaign for ‘True’ 


London, July 19. 
Earl St. John sails on the Maure- 
tania Aug. 4 and is due in New 
York five days later with a print 





of the Two Cities technicolor mu-| 
sical, “Trottie True,’ which will be | 


known as “The Gay Lady” in the 
U. S. 
Picture will be distributed in the 


U. S. by Eagle Lion and St. John 
will discuss the sales campaign 
with Jock Lawrence and other 


Rank and Eagle Lion execs. He 
will be in New York for about one 
week. 

The film stars Jean Kent and 
James Donald and was directed by 
Brian Desmond Hurst, from a 
novel by Caryl Brahms and S. J. 
Simon. 





Dore Schary Bedded by Flu 
Hollywood, July 19. 
Dore Schary is bedded at home 
with fu. 


e 


for sale from time-to-time but no 
takers at the price were found. 
Newsreel unit, it is understood, 
would be moved to the Astoria 
| locale once its present h.q. passes 
hands. 

It is figured that by combining 
eastern print processing and news- 
reel Jab work at Astoria, company 
will effect a substantial saving. 
Long Island studios were closed 
on orders of Y. Frank Freeman, 
production exec, who came east to 
axe overhead, 





Gary Cooper’s Italo 
Novel for Clift’s Pic 


loliywood, July 19. 
Gary Cooper sold the film rights 
to “The Girl on the Via Flaminia,” 
a novel by Alfred Hayes, to Leland 
Hayward and Anatole Litvak, who 
| will use the property as a Mont- 
| gomery Clift starrer. 
; Cooper, who paid $40,000 for the 
tome, received $50,000 from the 
purchasers plus an_ undisclosed 
profit percentage. One of the deal’s 
stipulations provides that the pic- 
‘ture must be made in Italy. Irwin 
Shaw is screenplaying for Hay- 
ward-Litvak. 


Cooper's Western Story 

Gary Cooper has planked out a 
reported $75,000 to buy the film 
rights to A. B. Guthrie’s “The 
Way West,” a novel of the frontier 
in the 1840’s. Film actor has ac- 
quired the property as an indie 
film venture. 
series of his own pix under his 
deal with Warner Bros. 

Novel which covers the adven- 
tures of a wagon train on the Ore- 
gon trail is a sequel to “The Big | 
Sky,” one of last year’s best sell- 
ers. Book being published by | 
Wm. Sloane Associates is set for | 
fall release. Cooper bought the | 
rights before the property could | 
be offered to any of the major | 
, companies, 


He is permitted a/| 


| N. Y. to L. A, 


| Edward Arnold 


on the market. 

| In the same period, Universal | 
has sopped up another 130 shares | 
of its cumulative preferred issue. | 
U has 2,250 shares stashed away for 
| ultimate retirement. 


EXPECT BETTER BREAK 
"ON FROZEN JAP COIN 


Negotiations being pushed by 
| the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
for a better break for Yank pix in 
Japan is being thrown into high 
this week by the arrival here of 
Charles Mayer, MPEA’s manager 
in Japan. Mayer planes into New 
York today (Wed.) for a series of 
homeoffice confabs with Irving 
Maas, v.p. and general manager of 





the MPEA. He was summoned 
here by Maas who is currently | 
furthering talks in Washington 


with high Army officials. 

D.C. reps of the pix outfits and 
officials of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America are asking the 
Army to ease restrictions on the 
investment of frozen yen in Japan. 
They also are demanding that part | 
of future revenues be remitted in 
dollars to company h.o.’s. 

Mayer’s arrival is believed to 
| indicate that a compromise deal is 
'close. Reportedly, Yank distribs 
will be allowed to use some of the | 
iced coin for’ investments in the| 
country. As matters now stand, | 
companies receive the equivalent | 
of print costs from the Army but | 
no further rights. 








} 


William Doll 

William Eythe 

Evelyn K. Koleman 

Irving Lazar 

Abe Olman 

Harry Spears 

Leon Siritzky 

Michael Todd 

Richard Williams 

Joseph Zimanich ; 





ing as president, and Sam Pinan- | 


ski, New England exhib, as board 
chairman. 


Kane Making Two For 





EL, One for 20th-Fox. 


Hollywood, July 19. 
“Indictment” will be the first 


of a long-range program. 
Bowman, Carlson along with 
Thomas Tarleau, former tax-offi- 
cial under President Roosevelt 
who has been working on the plan 


'for SAG, American Federation of 


Radio Actors and Actors Equity 
Association, proposed that taxes 
be based on a four-year period. 
Tax on average earnings would be 


production Bob Kane will make’ paid annually, and at the end of 


under the banner of his recently- that 


formed Robert T. Kane Pictures 


would 
the in- 


period Government 
refund the difference or 


Co. Film is one of two he does un- dividual would pay on the excess. 


der a commitment to Eagle Lion. 
Al Werker directs, with writing 
credits going to Alvin Josephy and 
Paul Schiller. 
Kane’s second 
“The Swindler,” 
Secret Service 
Brannon. 


for EL will be 
story about the 
scripted by W. T. 
Kane’s third film. not 


yet decided upon, will be made for | 


20th-Fox release. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Keefe Brasselle 
Valentine Davies 
Oliver H. P. Garrett 
Pat Knight 
Harriet Nelson 
George Nichols 
Michael O’Shea 
Ernest Pascal 
Harold Peary 

H. Allen Smith 
Harry Stern 
Cornel Wilde 
John C. Wilson 
Meredith Willson 


Europe to N. Y. 
Walter Abel 
S. N. Behrman 
Robert Breen 
Wilva Davis 
Ruth Ford 
Nedda Harrigan 
Jed Harris 
Joshua Logan 
Aline MacMahon 
George Minter 
Seymour Peyser 
Will Sparks 
Elizabeth Winston 





| 


Plan is similar to that in effect for 
corporations. 

AFRA was represented by James 
Melton. Carlson and Bowman will 
report on the House Committee 
hearings to the SAG Board Mon- 
day (25). 





SHEAFFER’S U BLOCK BUY 
Washington, July 19. 
Daniel M. Sheaffer, Universal di- 
rector, has bought a_ 1,000-share 
block of U’s common stock. 
Sheaffer’s purchase has upped 
his holdings to 2,007 shares. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Harold Boxall 
Greta Garbo 
Filippo del Giudice 
Irene Hilda 
Constance Hope 
Dorle Jarmel 
Norah Kaye 
Moe Kerman 
Joseph H. Seidelman 
Robert FE. Sherwood 
Davio Soria 
Johannes Steel 
Isaac Stern 
Walter Williams 
Lothar Wolff 








CAR SICK 
Henry Morgan 
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J and Metro Name Heads of Their 


Own Indie Distribution in Germany 


Rush among majors was on this¢ 


week to swing into German opera- 
the Motion 


tions independent of 

Picture Export Assn. which has 
channelled Yank pix biz in that 
country since the war’s end. With 


the eight companies priming for a 
Jan. 1 deadline, several of the com- 
panies have already named German 


managers while the balance will 
move within a few weeks A | 
Szekler has been tapped for the top 
German spot by Universal and 
F.W.N. Beckett by Metro 

Network of three-to-four branch 
offices is planned by all the ma- 
jors Main headquarters will be 
located for each in Frankfurt-on- 
Main since that city houses the 
Army’s German command To 
keep the required investment of 
dollars at a minimum, the com 
panies are hiring all-German stalls 
aside from the top-kick spot. Ger 
man personnel, of course, will be 


paid in frozen marks 

Meanwhile, the companies are 
continuing talks with officials of 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration in  up-to-now _ truitiess 
negotiations for a bigger allowance 
on pix distributed in the occupied 
country. ECA currently grants 
dollars only to the extent of paying 
print costs Foreign dept. execs 
are insisting that the sum be upped 
with the argument that the present 
ECA stance has resulted in dollar 
losses for the companies 

Avalanche of plans for prompt 
entry into Germany Jan. | indi 
cates that the companies have 
definitely dropped their threat to 

(Continued on page 16) 


Joe Seidelonn’ S Qeichic 
To London on U’s Pileup 


Of Frozen British Coin 


Joseph H. Seidelman, 
foreign dept. chief 
Britain this weekend on 


Universal's 
planes” for 


a quickie 


trip which may lead U into pro 
duction activities in the United 
Kingdom. Seidelman will huddle 
with J. Arthur Rank, top British 


filmmaker, who has close distribu- 
tion ties with U, on the problem 
of the company’s heavy accumula 
tion of frozen pounds. U’s biggie 
will study all the angles in utilizing 
the blocked currency, one of which 
solutions could be a launching into 
the production field. 

Seidelman’s trip is also a follow- 
through on the visit made last week 
to the U. S. by John Davis, Rank’s 
chief aide. Davis, after hitting 
Canada, flew to N. Y. for talks 
with Nate Blumberg, U’s prez. on 
the performance of British pix in 
America. 

One of the facets of the Rank- 
Universal distribution agreement 
is the possibility of offsetting earn- 
ings of British films in the U. S. 
against that of U’s product in Eng 
Jand. With several other com- 
panies making deals of the same 
genre, it is thought likely that 
Seidelman will pop the question as 
a way of holding frozen pounds to 
a minimum. 

Reportedly, question of joint 
production activities by Rank and 
U will also be discussed. British 
producer has made. several on 
those lines with RKO but none 
with Universal. 

Meanwhile, Seidelman’s No. 1 
aide, Al Daff, returns to New York 
next week from a one-month flying 
visit to Australia with his wife 
Daff’s trek Down Under was main 
ly a vacation since he and his wife 
come from Melbourne. However, 
understood he looked into the 
Aussie currency situation while 
there. Daff first met Seidelman in 
Europe in June before clippering 
to Aussie. 





Applestene to Singapore 
Hollywood, July 19 
Leon Applestone, Metro’s newly 
named Singapore manager, has 
planed from the Coast to take up 
his new h.q. Applestone was L6m 
manager in the Philippines for the 
past three years. 
He is taking the post in British 
Malaya vacated by Tom Farrell. 





Writers Win Piracy 
Suit From Lewton, RKO 


Los Angeles, July 19 

California Supreme Court has 
awarded $25,000 damages to 
Samuel R. Golding and Norbert 
Faulkner in their suit against RKO 
and producer Val Lewton in con 
nection with “Ghost Ship,” which 
writers claimed was lifted from 
their play, “The Man and His 


Shadow.” 


In making its findings, the court 
also set a pattern for defining pro- 
tectable literary property, listing 
as protectable: the entire plot, cen- 
ival dramatic situation unique 
lialog, novel sequences, and a cer- 
tain combination of otherwise hack 
neyed elements. Writers had eat 
lier won a jury verdict in a lower 
court They had charged that the 
studio used the “dramatic core” of 
their play as basis for the film 


Arnall-Johnston 
In D.C. Meet On 
Mutual Problems 


Washington, July 19 
Prexy Ellis Arnall and general 


Rubin of the 
Motion 


counsel Robert J 
Society of Independent 
Picture Producerssmet for several 
hours today (Tues.) with prexy 
Eric Johnston and Joyce O’Hara of 
the Motion Picture Assn ot 
America to discuss mutual prob 
lems of the major and indie film 
makers. Both domestic and foreign 
questions were covered. Meeting 
was the second powwow of SIMPP 
and MPAA in the past few weeks 

Tomorrow (Wed.) Arnall testifies 
before a House judiclary subcom- 
mittee on anti-trust matters. Ar- 
nall’s statement will include his 
charges that the Anglo-American 
Film Council is a violation of the 
Webb-Pomerene Act. The former 
governor of Georgia will be in 
D.C. for a week or so, during which 
he expects to call on President 
Truman, visit the State Depart- 
ment and chat’ with politicos. 
Rubin will remain here for several 
days. 


EL AND SOPEG SIGN 
A ONE-YEAR CONTRACT 


Inking of a one-year contract be- 





tween Eagle Lion and the Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild covering office and _ profes- 
sional workers employed at the 


company's New York exchange was 
jointly announced Monday (18). 
Agreement establishes a job clas- 
sification system, minimum. sal- 
aries. and recognition of the union 
as sole bargaining agent 

Meanwhile, SOPEG and_ the 
Screen Publicists Guild are con- 
tinuing their battle to secure re- 
newal and improvements in con 
tracts with eight other film com- 
panies as well as National Screen 
Service. Pacts with these firms all 
expired last September. SPG last 
week withdrew all former pro- 
posals for an industry contract in 
to present new demands. 


order 


Meadow’s Indie Prod. 


Noel Meadow, foreign film dis- 
tributor, plans to get his initial 
indie production rolling in New 
York by end September. Film 
would be turned out independent 
of Vog Film, distrib in which he’s 
also interested 

Vog firm recently set an Amerti- 
distribution deal with Eagle 
French import, “De- 
same outfit is nego- 
another major where 
would be handled 
U.S. 





can 
Lion for its 
jee.’ and 
tiating with 
by Vianon” 
throughout the 


+ a 


Mo 10 BE 
ENSED ABROAD 


Hollywood 
face of 


film 
continued 
remittance ot 


restrictions on 
foreign earnings, 


will spread their filmmaking activ 
ities across the globe during the 
next year to an extent never before 
equalled At least 40 films are 
scheduled for lensing outside the 
{ S., with the Big 5 alone con 
tributing 29 of these 


Emphasis on 
is based 
practically all 
or indie 
siderable 
in foretgn countries 
into film work is 
methods of recouping 


production abroad 
on the fact that 
American companies 
have con- 
money frozen 
Putting this 
one of the 
open to 


of course 


producers now 
amounts of 


coin 
few 


the Yanks, since it provides work 
for native crews in addition, the 
{ Ss. producers have taken this 
yportunity to shoot their films 
igainst authentic backgrounds 


film execs are now 
in trips within the next 
they might go 
production even 
anticipated 


Fact that many 
abroad or pl 
tew weeks indicates 
In ror foreign 
more heavily than now 


Production ov. 


erseas is being car 
ied out in the face of consistent 
gripes from the Hollywood labor 
unions and talent guilds They 
Claim the foreign-made films cut 
drastically into their take-home pay 


majors will be 
films in this country 
production veepee 
Zanuck, in answer to 
claimed every picture sched 


since It means the 
making less 
Twentieth 
Darryl F 
this 


uled by his company abroad was 
over aud above the normal Holly- 
wood output 

Viotion Picture Assn. of Amer 


ica prez Eric Johnston attempted 
(Continued on page 20) 


See Freeman More 
In on Par Distrib 


Hollywood, July 19 

Further indications are apparent 
that Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
studio exec, will play a big role in 
distribution matters when Par di- 
vides into two on Jan. 1. Freeman, 
it is reliably reported, heads east 
next week to participate in sales 
meets set for the h.o. by Alfred W. 
Schwalberg, Par’s distribution vee- 
pee. Understood that Freeman has 
been actively advising the sales 
staff on matters of policy. 

Attending the N. Y. confab will 
be all division managers of the 
|company. Gordon Lightstone, head 
of the Canadian sector, will also 
show up. Policy for booking bal- 
ance of Par’s releases for the year 
will be fixed. 

Up for discussion also 
the question of how to deal with 
Par’s theatre partners once.the ties 
have been broken. 


FC Claims Inability To 
OK Film Salesmen Terms 


Despite heavy pressure from the 
Colosseum of Motion Picture Sales- 
America, Film Classics is 
not in a position at present to grant 
contract demands in 
the company’s economic 

FC's attitude 


men of 


the union’s 
view of 


condition. was re- 


vealed this week by its assistant 
general sales manager. Jules K. 4 
Chapman. 


The union, it’s understood, is 
asking FC to ink an agreement 
whose wage and working conditions 


are exactly the same as the pact 
signed by the majors. Company 
has held two meetings with the 


Colosseum in the past and expects 
to resume talks in September when 
it anticipates its financial position 
will be improved 

Colosseum was named 
bargaining. agent for FC salesmen 
following a National Labor Rela- 
tions Board election in which the 
union was selected in a 44-1 vote 
According to union attorney David 
Beznor, the organization has ne- 
gotiated agreements for 
with all majors with the 
of FC. 


exclusive 


Salesmen 


exception 


producers, in 


| 
will be 


JOIN HWOOD AND SEE THE WORLD 








Gael Sullivan's (TOA) Film Festival 


Plan to Hypo B.0. With 20 Big Pix: 


oe —— , . . -¢ 


Flacks, [A Go to NLRB 
On Jurisdiction Beef 


Hollvwood, July i9 


the 
the 


jul isdic 
Screen 


Briefs bearing on 
battle between 
Publicists Guild and the IATSE 
will be submitted July 27 and 
sent to Washington tor the Na 
tional Labor Relations Board to 
determine whether there will be 
an industry-wide election or one 
limited to the majors. SPG wants 
the industry-wide vote to dete 
mine bargaining representation 

NLRB 
number 


tional 


before local 


last week 


Hearings 
wound up 
of independent pt 
to testity 
ness ts intet 


Hughes RKO 


Post Insures 
Production Line 


Ned EF. Depinet, RKO’s 
turned this week from a 
Coast meetings enthused over the 
assumption of direct production 
supervision by Howard Hughes, 
;company’s controlling stockholder, 
and the resultant brightening in 
the outfit’s prospects. Depinet be 


with 
ducers called 
as to whether their bust 


State ov intra-stale., 


prez, re 


series ol 


lieves that RKO’s uncertainties so 
tar as the studio end ts concerned 
have now ended 

On that score, company toppet 
now declares that RKO has a tull 
year’s production program lined 
up under Hughes’ leadership. Not 
only does this program consist of 


a substantial number of pix from 
bigtime indies such as Samuel 
Goldwyn and Walt Disney, Depinet 
Says, but also an ample number of 
pix slated to be turned out on the 
RKO lot during the coming 12 
months. 


Voluntary assumption of respon- 
sibility by Hughes and the result- 
ing designation as studio chief by 
RKO’s board has hoisted morale 
of studio execs to a peak, accord- 
ing to Depinet. (Depinet was ap- 
parently referring to upsetting ef- 
fect of a raft of rumors that a new 
production chief would be brought 
in from the outside to take over 
supervision of the lot.) 

Since Hughes’ first love has al- 
ways been filmmaking. regardless 
of his 200,000,000 interest in 
Hughes Tool Co., Depinet believes 
the tycoon’s enthusiasm will lead 
to a steady turnout of strong b.o 
entries Moreover, most serious 
threat facing the company in the 

(Continued on page 20) 


MULVEY BACK AFTER 
QUICKIE TO BRITAIN 


James A. Mulvey, prez of Samuel 
Goldwyn productions, planed back 
to New York early this week after 
a short visit to England. Mulvey’s 
hurried trip to Britain was aimed 
at studying the frozen currency sit- 
uation with an eye towards making 
some disposition of Goldwyn’s ex- 
tensive accumulation of iced coin 

Goldwyn topper also checked on 
bookings and b.o. take of his unit's 
pix 


DRESNER’S GREENLAND PIC 


Filming of the Boston Green- 
land expedition, which left Friday 
15!) on a seismological: and geo 


graphical 
will be 
Bernie 
\rmy 
previous 


survey of Greenland 
under the supervision of 
Dresner. Dresner, a former 
combat cameraman, has had 
experience in the Arctic 

He also had a hand in the New 
York filming of Universal’s “Naked 
City” and Eagle Lion’s “Close Up.” 


Exhibs Like It 


Distribs May Balk 


Sweeping plan for a_ national 
film festival proposed by Gael 
Sullivan, executive director of 
Theatre Owners of America, this 
week has virtually won half the 
battle in exhibitor acceptance but 
will have tough sledding to cop 


from distribs. That's the 
immediate reaction of industryites 
in the wake of Sullivan’s project 
mailed to 600 key exhibs and execs 


the nod 


this week. TOAer has gotten the 
okay from a number of top circuit 
ops, but has yet to approach major 


company execs 

Stressing that he is acting as an 
individual rather than a rep for 
POA, Sullivan has asked the tno 
dustry to join in an October festi- 
a way of “exploitation on an 
scale.” To carry out his 
dramatic six-point program, Sul 
livan is asking for a coordinating 
ommiuttee consisting of Kirte 
Johnston, head of the Motion Pie 
ture Assn. of America: Ellis Arnall, 
Society of Independent Mo 
tion Picture Producers, Max Young- 
stein, Paramount ad-pub chief who 
Associated Motion Picture 
Advertisers; Abe Montague, Co 
lumbia distribution veepee; Wil- 
liam EF. Rodgers and Andrew W 


val as 
heroie 


ITCZ 


heads 


Smith, Jr., ditto for Metro and 
20th-Fox; Ted Gamble, TOA board 
chairman; Abram F. Myers, board 
chairman of National Allied: and 
Rotus Harvey, prez of Pacific Coast 
Conterence of Independent Thea- 


tre Owners. 


Kach of the Big Five, Sullivan 


(Continued on page 20) 


‘Metro ) Wanted | Reagan 


So We Created Post 
For Him,’ Says Sales Y.P. 


Charles M. 
mount 


former Pavra- 
distribution chief who has 
been named to Metro’s sales cab- 
inet, has joined M-G “without any 
specific duties,” according to Wil- 
liam F, Rodgers, Metro distribution 
veepee. Answering trade specula- 
tion on what particular spot 
Reagan will fill, Rodgers said: “The 
job was made for him because we 
wanted him so much. I can think 
of no greater compliment to pay 
to the man.” 

Former Paramounter will be “a 
general associate on our executive 
staff as Rodgers describes it. Indi- 


Reagan, 


cations are he will serve as a 
trouble-shooter with a roving as- 
signment. 

“When I heard that Charles 


Reagan’s services were available, 
it didn’t take me long to speak to 
him,’ Rodgers said. For a little 
while, he played a little hard-to- 
get. I'm only sorry he didn’t come 
to uS Many years ago.” 

A vet of 29 years with Para- 
mount, Reagan moved into Metro’s 
h.o. Monday (18). After resigning 
trom Par some four months ago, 
he was reported active in seeking 
to take over a number of Para- 
mount theatres. Understood the 
deal covering the Hunter Perry 
chain fell through over the diffi- 
culties in securing outside finane- 
ing. 


Joe Moskowitz Abroad 
To Meet Zanuck, Skouras 


Joseph H. Moskowitz, 20th-Fox 
veepee and eastern studio rep, 
sails for Europe July 28 aboard 
the Queen Mary for an extended 
business trip. He described the 
junket as a periodic survey and 
said he has not decided yet how 
long he will be away 





Moskowitz will stop off first in 
England and then go to France 
and Italy. He plans to huddle 


with 20th production veepee Dar- 
rvl F. Zanuck, who flew to Europe 
several weeks ago, and may also 
see 20th prez Spyros P. Skouras 


Latter has been abroad since the 
beginning of June and is now ex 
pected back at the homeoffice 
about the first week in August. 
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Top ® the Morning | 
(SONGS) 


Paramount release of Robert L. Welch 
roduction. Stars Bing Crosby, Ann 
Bisin, Barry Fitzgerald: features Hume 
ronyn, Eileen Crowe, John MeclIntire. Di- 
rected by David Miller. Screenplay, Ed- 
und Beloin and Richard Breen; camera, 
ionel Lindon: songs, Johnny Bur«xe, 
James Van Heusen; dances, Eddie Prinz; 
editor, Arthur Schmidt. Tradeshown N.Y., 
July 14, 49. Running time, 98 MINS. 
Joe Mulqueen ; Bing Crosby 
Conn McNaughton .... . Ann Blyth 
Officer McNaughton .. Barry Fitzgerald 
Hughie Devine Hume Cronyn 
Biddy O’Devlin Eileen Crowe 


Inspector Fallon ..John Mclintire 
Yormac Gillespie..........> Tudor Owen 
earse O’Neill.........++:: Jimmy Hunt 
Bdwin Livesley..........- Morgan Farley 
. L. Larkin John Eldredge 

owdler John “Skins” Miller 
Village Gossip John Costello 
Nark O’Ryan Dick Ryan 
oys Bernard Cauley, Paul 

Connelly, John O’Brien 

Caretaker Gus Taillon 
Maid Mary Field 
Bing Crosby, after two lush 


musicals, has been 
frothy and more 
picture by 


Technicolored 
handed a light, 
moderately budgeted 
Paramount to cavort in, which 
should put him once more at the 
top of that studio's breadwinning 
list. With one of the most original 
story ideas to hit the screen in 
some time, producer Robert L 
Welch has parlayed Crosby's 
unique talents, u fine cast and win- 
some music into a charmful come- 
die excursion that will pay off as a 
sock entry in all situations. 

Playing his usual blithe role, 
Crosby is cast as an investigator 
for a Wall Street insurance Ifouse, 
sent to Ireland to ferret out the 
criminal who made off with the 
Blarney Stone for some obviously 
nefarious purpose. On that breezy 
but novel idea, scripters Edmund 
Beloin and Richard Breen have 
woven a tale that’s full of blarney 
itself but one that skips along at a 
lively pace. Film, exuding a warm 
cheeriness full of Irish humor, 
never takes itself too seriously and 
therein lies most of its charm. 

Under David Miller’s  light- 
handed direction, Crosby and the 
rest of the cast fall right into the 
spirit of the story. Groaner, de- 
spite his having to play to a gal 
(Ann Blyth) who is so obviously 
younger, is socko. His easy way 
with a quip, combined with his fine 
crooning of some old Irish tunes 
and a couple of new ones, is solid 

showmanship. Miss Blyth is viva- 
ciously pretty and appealing as the 
colleen who makes his investigat- 
ing duties worthwhile. Top honors 
go also to Barry Fitzgerald as the 
local constable who, playing in his 
ewn backyard with a role that’s 
tailored for him, shows better than 
he has since “Going My Way.” 

Story has a slight touch of fan- 
tasy but that never gets in the way 
of the plot or the fun-making. 
Theft of the stone is the biggest 
thing that’s ever happened in the 
small Irish village and Fitzgerald, 
as the local constable, thinks he 
oe his big chance to make good. 

ith tourists clamoring for its dis- 
covery, though, the district officers 
send him back to his own office 
until Crosby arrives and takes over. 
Latter becomes enmeshed imme- 
diately in the villagers’ supersti- 
tions and old wives’ tales but 
works out a ruse with them that 
finally nabs the criminal and re- 
stores the stone to its rightful 
place in the castle wall. 

Script is loaded with some rich 
Gaelic* philosophy which may not 
be authentic but sounds good com- 
ing from the cast. Besides Fitz- 

erald, most of it..comes from 

ume Cronyn as tHe constable’s 
slightly addled assistant. He too 
shows fine thesping ability and the 
other supporting players chime in. 
Eileen Crowe, as the widowed old 
Jady who keeps the villagers’ super- 
stitions at a high pitch with her 
| he remy is excellent, and John 

cIntire is sufficiently business- 
like as the district officer. Nice bit 
of thesping is also turned in by 
moppet Jimmy Hunt who helps 
Crosby capture the thief. 

Johnny Burke and James Van 
Heusen have cleffed two. bright 
new tunes for the film, both of 
which, with Crosby to introduce 
them, should get plenty of play. 
“You're in Love with Someone,” a 
ballad, has the edge, but the other, 
“Top O’ the Morning,” has the lilt 
that Crosby fans go for. Crooner 
also gets a chance to dispense a 
round of traditional Irish airs, 
ranging from “Irish Eyes” to the 
lesser-known but more _ sprightly 
variety. Dances, staged by Eddie 
Prinz, are confined to some folk- 
terping but they too add to the pic- 
ture’s jaunty atmosphere. 

Since practically all the action 
takes place in and around the vil- 
lage, there was no need for expen- 
sive sets and Welch has wisely 
chosen backgrounds to fit the pic- 


ture. Lionel Lindon’s camera su- 
pervision is good, as is Arthur 
Schmidt's editing job. Stal. 





Gratz Fitm (Vienna) working on 


three new pix: “Premium On 
Death.” directed by Curd Juer- 
gens; “A Shot Through the Win- 


dow.” directed by Siegfried Breuer, 
and a musical, “Around the Woer- 
ther Lake,” by Fritz Antel, 


Task Foree 
(COLOR) 


Warner Bros. release of Jerry Wald 
production. Stars Gary Cooper; features 
Jane Wyatt, Wayne Morris, Walter Bren- 


nan. Written and directed by Delmer 
Daves. Camera, Robert Burks and Wilfrid 
M. Cline; editor, Alan Crosland, Jr.; special 
effects, Roy Davidson, Edwin DuPar; 
score, Franz Waxman, ‘Tradeshown in 
N. Y., July 14, °49. Running time, 116 
MINS. 

Jonathan L. Scott.........- Gary Cooper 
Mary Morgan. ..«..cceccece Jane Wyatt 


fens ween Wayne Morris 
eens 4 Walter Brennan 
Julie London 
Bruce Bennett 


McKinney a2 
Pete Richard 

Barbara McKinney 
McCluskey 


ee Ie Se Jack Holt 
NS baa 6k eng os een ek oo Stanley Ridges 
Dixie Rankin......cceesss John Ridgely 
Jack Southern .......--:; Richard Rober 
Senator Vincent........ Art Baker 
Ames Moroni Olsen 
Pilot Ray Montgomery 
SNR soba aa ca wena eee Harlan Warde 
Tom Cooper James Holden 
Jerry Morgan Rory Mallinson 
jennings John Gallaudet 
Winston Warren Douglas 


Warners is seeking to rekindle 
a wartime interest in a war-themed 
via “Task Force,” and it’s go- 
ing to be touch-and-go. Starring 
Gary Cooper, “Task Force’ glori- 
fies the birth and development of 
the American aircraft carrier, up 
to the part it plaved in the last 
war. It is a yarn that seems dated 
for these times 

Producer Jerry Wald has assem- 
bled a workman-like cast and a pro- 
duction that hasn't spared the 
costs. The script and direction are 
by Delmer Daves, which give the 
pic respect and dignity. 

This is a story about a handful 
of naval air heroes who, in the 
early ‘20s, seek to assert naval air 
power but are stymied for years by 
Washington politics and navy pro- 
tocol. Eventually, through the air- 
craft carrier, they're able to whip 
the rubber-stamp admirals by prov- 
ing themselves in the Pacific dur- 
ing World War II. It is another 
in the series of pictures glorifying 
martyrdom for American military 
democracy — but, unfortunately, 
with a lesser interest. 

“Task Force” is cliched in 
story line, and the picture’s old-hat 
quality only emphasizes that factor. 
While basically the yarn of the car- 
rier’s development, with stress on 
the value of naval air power, it is 
also punctuated with romance, per- 
sonal sacrifice and the good old 
navy hooray. The basic symbol of | 
the handful of navy heroes who 
fought for the carrier is repre- 
sented by Gary Cooper. As a junior | 
air officer he is shown landing his 
navy blooper on the perilous 65- 
foot deck of a converted collier 
called the Langley—the first car- 
rier. Then follows his desk-fiying, 
after he had been too outspoken 
for the carrier. followed, several 
years later, with his transfer 
the Saratoga. When he continues 
to press for navy air supremacy, 


story 


its 


he incurs further disfavor and fails | 


to land a promotion to commander. 
And that’s the way it goes—until 
Pear! Harbor. The carriers’ prom- 
inence in the Pacific tells the final 
story. 

Cooper is forthright as the naval 
hero, and Jane Wyatt is properly 
sacrificing as his wife. Wayne Mor- 
ris is getting to be a little too ma- 
ture for these junior-officer things, 
while Walter Brennan has had a 
lot of practice at being irascible, 
this time as a lieutenant com- 
mander. Jack Holt is impressive in 
a bit, as an admiral. . 

“Task Force’ has been _ photo- 
graphed skillfully, in Technicolor, 
and the aircraft carriers’ battles 
with the Kamikazis are especially 
eye-filling. The Kamikazis? Yes, it 
does seem like such a long time 
ago. Kahn. 


Love Happy 
(SONGS) 

United Artists release of Lester Cowan 
(Mary Pickford) production. Stars Marx 
Bros.. Tlonma Massey, Vera-Ellen, Marion 
Hutton; features Raymond Burr, Melville 
Cooper, Leon Belasco, Paul Valentine, 
Eric Blore. Bruce Gordon. Directed by 
David Miller. Screenplay, Frank Tashlin 
and Mae Benoff, based on story by Harpo 
Marx: songs. Ann Ronell: camera, Wil 
liam C. Mellor; dances, Billy Daniel; edi- 





tors, Basil Wrangell and Al Joseph: spe- 
cial effects, Howard A. Anderson. Trade- 
shown in N. Y., July 15, °49. Running 
time, #1 MINS. 

eee ee ee Groucho Marx 
Himself Harpo Marx 
Faustino the Great Chico Marx 
Madame Egilichi Ilona Massey 
Maggie Vera-Ellen 
Bunny Marion Hutton 
Zoto Bros Raymond Burr, Bruce Gordon 
Throckmorton Melville Coope®™ 
Mr. Lyons Leon Belasco 
Mike Johnson Paul Valentine 
Grunion’s Asst Eric Blore 


It is unfortunate that one of the 
infrequent appearances of the 
Marx Bros. could not have been ac- 
companied by a more worthy com- 
edy than Lester Cowan's produc- 
tion of “Love Happy.” But it is a 
film that has wide possibilities for 


exploitation. This, along with the 
still-potential draw of the Marxes, 
will be the pic’s main boxoffice 
lure. 


To state that the Marxes are still 
a very funny trio is cliche. Groucho 
and Harpo still smash home with 
their ridiculous, belly-laugh humor 
in this story that, with a casual 
telling, might indicate here is one 
right up the alley for the Marxes. 


‘But the components have been put 


_ducer), Marion Hutton ‘who sings | 
to 


VARIETY 
Miniature Reviews 


“Top O°’ the Morning” 
(Songs) (Par). Bing Crosby, 
Ann Blyth, Barry Fitzgerald in 
sock filmization for top b. o. 

“Task Force” ‘Color) (WB). 
Gary Cooper helps launch the 
first aircraft carrier; will need 
strong selling because of 
theme’s datedness. 

“Love Happy” (UA - Cowan) 
(Songs). Marx Bros. in rollick- 
ing, exploitable comedy. But 
sure needs the Marxes. 

“Red Light” (UA). Attempt 
at combining meller and the 
religioso which misses. 

“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U). 


Action pic based upon nar- 
cotics smuggling; average 
grosser. 

“The Great Dan _ Patch” 
(Songs) (UA) Homespun 
drama based on career of the 
great pacer. Okay for nabes. 

“Trail of the Mounties” 
(SG). Below-average dualer 


running less than 45 minutes. 
“Ringside” (SG). Okay ac- 
tioner for supporting brackets. 





together with nothing more for an 
excuse than the mere presence of 
the fun-provoking freres. Ordinar- 
ily this might seem enough—as it 
has in the past—but “Love Happy” 
flounders badly, abetted by some 
poor supporting performances and 
a trite script. 

The story, deals 


such as it is, 


with a chase for a priceless neck- | 


lace. Involved are a_ private eye 
(Groucho Marx), a blonde Conti- 
nental who would stop at nothing 
to get the gems ‘Ilona Massey), a 


mute klepto (Harpo Marx), plus 
varied others, including a_ shoe- 
string musicomedy troupe whom 


Harpo feeds from his daily excur- | 


sions to a nearby grocer. Inter- 


woven are a couple of songs writ- | 


teh by producer Cowan’s wife, 
Ann Ronell, and each — “Love 
Happy” and “Willow Weep for 


Me’’—serves adequately for atmos- 
pheric purposes. 


The major portion of the film is | 


centered around Harpo Marx and 


there are a number of his panto-| 


mimic scenes that are typically in 
the Harpo idiom. And some of it 
too obviously contrived but plenty 
laugh-provoking. 

Miss Masseyv—who sings nary a 
note—is a foil for the brothers. 
Others who are little more 


walk-ons are Vera- Ellen ‘who, 


however, gives some indication of | 


Paul Valen- 
as the 


her dancing ability), 
tine (unimpressive 


the pic’s tunes), Melville Cooper, 
Leon Belasco and Eric Blore. 
There is a Times Square chase 
involving Harpo and Groucho, in 
which Harpo is pursued 
rooftops, through blinking electric- 
light advertising signs, that 
its share of laughs. It’s in situa- 
tions like this that the Marx Bros. 
can get away with almost anything. 
But it’s about time they got a little 
more help from the scripters. 
Kahn. 


Red Light 
United Artists release of Roy Del Ruth 
production, directed by Del Ruth. Stars 
George Raft, Virginia Mayo; features Gene 
Lockhart, Barton MacLane, Raymond Burr. 
Screenplay, George Callahan: camera, 


Bert Glennon; editor, Richard Heermance; | 


music, Dimitri Tiomkin. Previewed N. Y., 
July 13, "49. Running time, 83 MINS. 

John Torno . : . George Raft 
Carla North Virginia Mayo 
Nick Cherney Raymond Burr 


Warni Hazard ......... Gene Lockhart 
Og Barton MacLane 
Ryan Bill Phillips 
A) eee Arthur Franz 
NONI sine Spd h Pah g we ak Henry Morgan 
Pablo Beieiciasonahaw's Phillip Pine 
Trina Movita Castenada 
Father Redmond Arthur Shields 
Bellhop Paul Frees 
Ben Appleton _........ Edwin Max 
i. aa ee Claire Carleton 
eer re Frank Orth 
Miguel Robert Espinosa 
Pablo’s Mother ....... Soledad Jiminez 


Truck Driver Ed Gargan 

Attempted parlay of the melo- 
dramatic and the religioso in Roy 
Del Ruth’s “Red Light” misfires 
because of maudlin treatment and 
an unconvincing plot structure. 
This George Raft starrer hides the 
germ of a fresh idea which the 
film itself converts into hard-to- 
believe and too-often slack stuff. 
Extra-curricular drag of the pic’s 
title aided by Raft’s name will find 
tough going to overcome poor 
word-of-mouth. 

There is little jelling of the 
film's tandem pull. Meller aspects 
are suspenseful and attention-hold- 
ing but no wise strong enough to 
overcome a tedious and trite treat- 
ment of the religious theme. Plati- 
tudes are mouthed; bibles read: 
and attempts made to reform a 
hard guy. They only add ho-hum 
and embarrassment to the storv. 
Background music, with its banal 
stressing of “Ave Maria.’ when the 
sermonizing is on, defeats where it 
intends to help. 

In Raft’s frenzied hunt for a 
missing hotel bible lies the pie’s 
strongest pull. Testament pur- 
portedly holds the key to the iden- 
tity of the murderer of Raft’s 
brother, a priest whose last words 


than | 


pro- | 


along | 


gets | 


Ito Raft were, “Look in the Bible.” 
|Playing the part of a hard-bitten 
| truck owner, Raft refuses to go to 
‘the police, insisting on making re- 
venge his personal project. His 
chase of the murderer packs dra- 
matic excitement. 

Unfortunately, religious theme 
insistently obtrudes itself into the 
| proceedings. Raft is urged by his 
| priest; the police, and his girl (Vir- 
|ginia Mayo) to forgive and let the 
‘law take on the job. In the end, 
he comes across the bible only to 
‘find that his brother had under- 
‘lined the “Thou Shalt Not Kill” 
passage. Coincidentally, the mur- 
derer is revealed, meeting a mirac- 
ulous death via accidental electro- 
cution. . 


Raft is his strong, grim self as 
the man of revenge on the lone- 
wolf prowl. He plays this role 


well enough but is wooden and re- 
mote when the script calls on him 
to read a passage from the Testa- 
ment and display remorse and con- 
version. That lack in thesping 
robs the pic of its last chance to 


redeem itself. 
Miss Mayo amply meets the 
script’s light demands. As Raft’s 


aide and a later victim of the mur- 


derer, Gene Lockhart’s perform- 
ance is the best of the lot. Lock- 
hart gets across the terror and 


frustration of a victim wildly dodg- 
ing his nemesis. Raymond Burr's 
dark and menacing killer is an- 
other excellent performance, 
soundly done. All other roles are 
well handled. 

Del Ruth's direction suffers from 


the same mottling of the two 
themes as the pic itself. His mel- 
ler megging is taut and fast but 
muffs on the religious. Produc- 
tion values show no stinting to 
meet the yarn’s requirements 


Wit. 


Johnny Stool Pigeon 


Universal release 
production. Stars 
Winters, Dan 


of Aaron Rosenberg 
Howard Duff, Shelley 
Duryea. Directed by Wil 
liam Castle. Screenplay. Robert L. Rich- 
ards, from story by Henry Jordan; cam 
era, Maury Gertsman; editor, Ted J. Kent: 
music, Milton Schwarzwald. Tradeshown 
N. Y., July 11. 49. Running time. 75 MINS. 


George on Howard Duff 

erry . Shelley Winters 
Johnny Evans Dan Durvea 
Joey Hyatt Anthony Curtis 
Of ee eer re John McIntire 
Sam Harrison........... Gar Moore 
PENNE, a's: w:03.4vs ear orki ious Leif Erikson 
ge Barry Kelley 
| Charlie Hugh Reilly 
Benson Wally Maher 
| Built around®a Federal agent's 


efforts to smash a narcotics ring. 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” is a brisk 
meller that will satisfy the action 
situations. Picture is somewhat 
|similar to other films dealing 
| with Government law enforcement 
| branches, but the resemblance 
|is largely offset by a novel story 
treatment. 

| Hot on the trail of a dope smug- 
| gling syndicate, agent Howard Duff 
/secures convict Dan Duryea’'s re- 
|lease from jail in return for the 
| latter's aid in leading him to the 
| higher-ups’ lair. Scent leads to 
| Vancouver then to an Arizona dude 
rance. Duo receives help from an 
unexpected quarter when Shelley 
Winters. moll of smuggler Barry 
Kelley, falls for Duff. . 
Gangster Anthony Curtis gets 
wise to Duff's identity, but in a 
pre-climax scene Duryea saves the 
agent’s life by drilling the crook 
in the nick of time. Tipped off 
by Miss Winters, Federal authori- 
ties swoop in to round up the ring 
in a Spirited finale. 

Duff is credible as the under- 
cover Govt. man. Part likely was 
a snap for him inasmuch as he pre- 
viously handled a similar stint in 
Universal's current release, “Illegal 
Entry.” Miss Winters portrays the 
moll with an air of realism. while 
Duryea is effective as the con who 
turned informer. Curtis. Kelley 
and John McIntire top a good sup- 
porting cast. 

Aaron Rosenberg has mounted 
the entry with ample production 
values in keeping with the nature 
of the yarn. William C itle’s di- 
rection gives the footage a speedy 
pace. Camerawork of Maury Gerts- 
man is praiseworthy. Other tech- 
nical credits measure up. Gilb. 





The Great Dan Paich 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, July 15. 
United Artists release of W. R. Frank 
production, produced by John Taintor 
oote. from screenplay by Foote. Stars 
Dennis O'Keefe. Gail Russell, Ruth War 
rick, Charlotte Greenwood: features Henry 
Hull, John Hoyt, Arthur Hunnicutt. Clar- 
ence Muse. Directed by Joe Newman 
Camera, Gilbert Warrenton; editor, Fred 
Berger; songs. Foote. Alex Laszlo. 
Martin Broones. Previewed July 12, “49. 
Running time, 92 MINS. 
David Palmer 
Cissy Lathrop 
Ruth Treadwell 
Aunt Neddy 


Dennis O'Keefe 

Gail Russell 

Ruth Warrick 
Charlotte Greenwood 


Dan Palmer Henry Hull 
Ben Lathrop John Hoyt 
Chet Arthur Hunnicutt 
Voodoo ; Clarence Muse 


Bud Ransome Harry Lauter 


“The Great Dan Patch” is a pic- 
ture that will please lovers of har- 
ness racing and proud horseflesh. 
Based on the career of Dan Patch. 
to most stil! the greatest pacer that 
ever lived, feature will fare best 
in the rural belts where county 


fairs and harness racing are the | 
t fae 


| tr, 
|major sports. For the more COs- 
|mopolitan areas, it is okay as a 


we gg feature, although over. 
long at 92 minutes in that classi. 
fication. 


Writer - producer John Taintor 
Foote has combined some folksy 
story material into a framework 
for the racing career of Patch, a 
beautiful stepper who came out of 
Indiana at the turn of the century 
to thrill race fans throughout the 
country. The horse that portrays 
Patch in the picture is a beauty 
and does an able performance jn 
depicting the pacer that was sO 
fast he ran out of opponents and 
had to finish his career racing 
against his own records and time 

On the human side of the tale is 


a load of sentiment and obvious 
tearjerking that, despite the by- 
colic flavor, plays very well and 


develops a good emotional jouch 


Dennis O’Keefe heads up the huy- 
man principals, portraying a sue- 
cessful chemist who still loves 


horses and the farm where he was 
raised, despite his socially-minded 
wife, Ruth Warrick. Homespun 
plot moves along an abvious course 
under Joe Newman’s direction with 
some gentle humor, tear-spilling 
and a few highly dramatic mo- 
ments, such as a barn fire, as it 
builds a romantic triangle between 
O’Keefe, Miss Warrick and Gai] 
Russell, the daughter of Dan 
Patch’'s trainer. 

Star trio delivers competently 
and, in a smaller spot, so does 
Charlotte Greenwood. Most sound- 
ly played role is that of John Hovt 
the trainer. Henry Hull, O’Keefe’e 
father and the discoverer of Patch: 
Arthur Hunnicutt, burlesquing a 
hired hand role; and Clarence 
Muse, a shiftless colored singing 
philosopher, are among the okay 
contributions to the playing. . 

Muse handles the score’s two 
tunes, “Mixed Team” and “Can't 
Git You Then, Can't Git You Now.” 
both of which are used to further 
the plot. Producer credits are mul- 
tiple, including W. R. Frank as ex- 
ecutive producer, Foote as _ pro- 
ducer, Edward Dein as associate, 
and Lewis J. Rachmil in charge of. 
They all funetion ably and Gilbert 
Warrenton’'s lensing is excellent 

Brog. 


Trail of the Mounties 


Screen Guild release of Carl K. Hittle- 
man production. Features Russel Hayden, 
Jennifer Holt. Directed by Howard 
Bretherton. Screenplay. Elizabeth Bur- 
bridge from story by Leslie Schwabacher; 
camera, Benjamin Kline At New York 
theatre, N. Y., week of July 12, 49. Run- 


ning time, 41 MINS, 

Lucky | 

Johnny § Russel Hayden 
DD :. . shee Wreeemaenes st Jennifer Holt 
Ee Fe Cr eee Terry Frost 
Hawkins...........2.0 Harry Cording 
ere Charles Bedell 
In “Trail of the Mounties” ex- 
hibitors will find little of value 
outside of padding out a double 


bill. A “streamlined” film based 
upon the mission of a Canadian 
mountie, the picture runs less than 
45 minutes and generates scant in- 
terest in that allotted time. 

As scripted by Elizabeth Bur- 
bridge from Leslie Schwabacher’'s 
story, the plot unreels the prob- 
lems of a red-coated constable, on 
the hunt for the killer of a fellow 


officer. Outlaws turn out to be 
several fur thieves led by the 
mounty’s renegade twin brother. 


Faced with arrest at the fadeout, 
the latter gets a change of heart 
and helps collar his confederates. 

Yarn is listlessly played by the 
small cast. Hayden is fair in a dual 
role, Jennifer Holt makes with the 
romantic interest and Terry Frost 
tries hard as a bewhiskered comic. 
Other players are so-so under How- 
ard Bretherton’s slow direction. 
Benjamin Kline’s lensing is fair and 
the production values are. negli- 


gible. This low-budgeter appears 
suitable only for a juvenile audi- 
ence. Gilb. 
Ringside 
Hollywood, July 15. 
Screen Guild release of Ron Ormond 


(Lippert) production. Features Don Barry. 
Tom Brown, Sheila Ryan. Directed by 
Frank McDonald. Original screenplay; 
Daniel B. Ullman; adaptation and added 


dialog. Ron Ormond; camera. Ernest 
Miller: editor, Hugh Winn. Previewed 
July 14, "49. Running time, 62% MENS. 

Mike . +. eee Don Barry 
> MOREE CO ee ee Tom Brown 
SOE on pee Sheila Ryan 
Re rr ee Margia Dean 
eS a teererre Joey Adams 
Swinger Tony Canzonert 
Gangster Mark Plant 
Oscar Joseph Crehan 
Radio Announcer Lyle Talbot 
Professor Berger William Edmunds 
Mama Berger Edit Angold 
Tiger Johnson John Cason 
Manager Harry Brown 
Referee Frankie Van 
Fieht Announcer Dan Toby 
Timid Man Chester Clute 
Second Jimmie Marvin 
Fighter Ned Roberts 


_ “Ringside” is a prizefight melo- 
| drama that will serve very well as 
‘the supporting feature on action 
bills. Although quickly »nd cheap 
lv made. its production values 
stand up. the pace is fast and the 
story consistent enough to sustaim 
interest. 

Action is emphasized by gener 
ous use of ring footage, some of 

(Continued on page 20) 
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MORE PIX VIA LESS SHOOTING 





Par’s Detective Story’ Deal Keys 


Return to Coast's B way Legit Buys 


After 
est Broadway legiters with a jaun- 
diced eye for some months because 
of “prohibitive” demands on pic- 
turization rights, major companies 
are splurging with new interest in 
the smash shows. Dam was broken 
this week when Paramount’s Henry 
Ginsberg, company’s production 
head, closed with Sidney Kingsley 
for film rights to “Detective Story.’ 
Reportedly, price tag is $300,000 
plus 17% on the pic’s net. 

One of the big driving factors in 
Hollywood’s renewed interest in 
expensive Broadway properties is 
the growing conviction that big 
pictures spell the real answer to 
b.o. blues. Sentiment to that effect 


has been recently voiced by top 
industry spokesmen. 
Idea growing more_ popular 


among industryites is to keep the 
general level of production costs 
at the new postwar low established 
last year, but loosen the _ purse- 
strings on one or two showcase or 
lead pix. It is thought that only 
the big, spectacular films can pave 
the way towards bringing to the 
flickeries new patrons and a gen- 
eval increased audience. 
“Kate” and “Streetcar” 
Another factor in the revived in- 
terest is the terrific Los Angeles 
reception accorded both “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” the Cole Porter musical, and 
Tennessee Williams’ “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” Public enthusiasm 
for the two shows in Hollywood’s 
own backdoor is sparking renewed 
bidding for the film rights. It is 
now thought likely that both ve- 
hicles will be bought shortly. 
Interest in “Kate” was originally 
(Continued on page 21) 





Majors Now Reissuing 
Shorts as Move to Keep 
Prod. Overhead Down 


Major film distributors, having 
discovered a gold mine via reissue 
of old pictures, are now looking 
for similar gold dust in the shorts 
field. Lineup of one and two-reel- 
ers for the 1949-50 season discloses 
48 scheduled for reissue among ap- 
proximately 326 set for distribu- 
tion by the majors. Overall total, 
because of the oldies, will run 
about the same as last year, even 
though several series of shorts 
have been dropped. 

Majors, while emphasizing that 
the miniatures they have selected 
to revive still have plenty of life 
left in them, claim recourse to re- 
issues is the only way they can 
keep their total output of shorts 
up to exhibitors’ needs. Produc- 
tion costs on shorts, they point out 
have mounted along with those of 
feature films. But, while exhibs 
have kicked in with higher film 
rentals for features, they have con- 
sistently refused to do so. for 
shorts. Without reissues, conse- 
quently, they would be forced to 
trim the number of shorts releases 

RKO, which tops the release ros- 
ter with 89, a hefty boost over last 


year, has 14 reissues scheduled. 
These include six Walt Disney 
Technicolor cartoons, four  two- 


reelers starring Bobby Clark and 
four two-reelers starring the 
late Edgar Kennedy, RKO old 
les will be topped, though by 
Warners, which has 20 in the 
works. These include 13 “Blue 
Ribbon Cartoons,” four two-reel 
featurettes and three in the Tech 
nicolor Special series. 

Paramount plans to reissue three 
cartoons, along with three other 
one-reelers. These partially com 
pensate for the three series of 
Shorts produced by Jerry Fair- 
banks dropped by Par this year, in- 


cluding “Speaking of Animals,” 
Popular Science” and “Unusual 
Occupations. ” Metro has four car- 
oon 


reissues scheduled, which it 
will release under the title of 

Gold Medal Reprints.” Four car- 
toons are also slated for reissue by 
20th- Fox. 

In addition to RKO’s 89, War- 
hers will have a total of 87, Par 
have about 52, 20th will have 57 
and Metro will have 46. 


viewing even the strong-¢ 


| therefore won out 





Par’s ‘Manhattan’ Buy | 


Paramount has bought pic rights 
to ‘Nightmare in Manhattan,” 
novel by Thomas Walsh now being 
serialized in the Saturday Evening 
Post. Price is undisclosed. 

Par plans to use semi-documen- 
tary technique in screening the 
yarn. Most of the melodrama’s ac- 
tion takes place in New York’s 
Grand Central Station. 


At Last—Small 


Long talks between Edward 
Small and emissaries of Robert R 


Young the projected entry of 
the indie producer into the affairs 


over 


of Eagle Lion have finally ended 
in ag-eement. Small is definitely 


coming into EL as overseer of pro- 
duction and distribution but the 
hunt is still on for additional 
financing to keep the company roll- 
ing. Discussions, it is understood, 


solved the riddle of Small’s inter- 
est in the outfit but leaves open 
the big question of where the 


looked-for b.r. will come from. 

Attorneys for both sides are cur- 
rently drafting required papers be- 
fore Small takes over. It is reliably 
reported that Small will not be 
given the right to buy stock own- 
ership from Pathe Industries, EL’s 
parent company which Young con- 
trols. Rather, the indie producer 
will be a partner with Pathe in the 
sense of sharing profits. Young has 
on his main ob- 
jective to retain control. 

The hunt for outside coin be- 
comes even more intense because 
the deal, as originally conceived, 
would have handed Small an op- 
tion for purchase on his immediate 
investment of considerable funds 
in the company. It is understood 
that his contribution to EL will 
now be confined to a number of 
films and story properties but very 
little if any cash. 

EL is currently operating in the 
black but needs an_ estimated 
$3,090,000 or so to pay off old 
debts accumulated because of the | 
poor showing of its first season and , 
to finance ambitious production 
plans in the future. If the company 
meets the brushoff from outside 
financiers it is likely that Young 
or Serge Semenenko, exec veepee 
of the First National Bank of Bos- 
ton. will dig into their own jeans. 
Boston bank. however, is already 
holding millions in notes from EL 


(Continued on Bcoscul 16) 


More Soleas Out For 
Lower U. §. Admish Tax 


Washington, July 19. 

Efforts to repeal the wartime ex- 
cise taxes continued in Congress 
last week with prospects that even 
more bills will be introduced to 
eliminate or reduce the govern- 
ment take on theatre admissions. 
There are already over 50 bills in 
the hopper 

fep. Anthony F. Tauriello (D- 
N.Y.) told the House he intends to 
introduce a measure which will cut 
the admissions taxes from 20° te 
10° fep. Carl T. Curtis (R-Nebr 
in urging repeal of the imposts, 
said the tax on theatre tickets is a 
hardship average American. 

Movies are the amusement for 
the rank and file of Americans,” 
he said. “The bulk of our citizens 


on the 


cannot go to swank night spots, 
join exclusive recreation clubs or 
take costly vacations. Their amuse- 


ment is the hometown movie.” 

Rep. Noah M. Mason (R- Ill.) 
urged the House to support his 
proposal which calls for repealing 
the excise taxes and plugging up 


loopholes in income taxes. Rep. 
Angiet L, Goodwin (R- — 
and Kenneth B. Keating (R-N. ¥ 


were others who came out nasil 


the taxes. 





FILMS’ 25% CUT 
IN PROD. SKE 


By MIKE CONNOLLY 





Hollywood, July 19 
It’s beginning to look like old 
times. There are 43 pictures shoot- 


ing this week, compared with 34 at 


the same time a year ago. Latte1 
figure was a 10-year low for Holly 
wood—14 less than the previous 
year’s 48 and a somewhat terrify- 


ing 26 fewer than the 60 rolling in 
1946. 

Encouraging upward swing in 
production graph has been accom- 
panied by careful planning by 
every studio in Hollywood, result- 
ing in a remarkable over-all drop 


{in shooting schedules of 25° this 
year under 1946, when studios were 
still riding the crest of wartime 
splurging During the “reconver- 
sion period” lots have changed 
their methods from the loose ones 
of wartime, when mostly all prod- 


uct could be counted on for respec- 


table runs, to one in which every 
thing is ready before the cameras 
grind. More pictures, tighther 


schedules, but without sacrifice of 
quality—that’s the watchword 
Employment Up 

Need for more pictures has 
meant increased employment, 
tightening up of all scripts and no 
more shooting off the cuff. More 
work extends from top producers, 
directors and stars down the line, 
although upped salaries aren’t nec- 
essarily part of the new order of 
things. 

As a sample of this, 22 Metro 
stars who last year were toplined 
in 28 pictures this year will have 
65 film stints under their belts. The 
133% increase underscores that 
overhead on each picture is held 
down by virtue of the fact that 
studio hasn't had to chalk up sev- 


eral months of pay received by 
players waiting for assignments 
against the properties betore pro- 


duction starts. 

Van Johnson is one of the prime 
examples of thesps bouncing from 
one picture to the next under the 
new format at Metro. Last year 
he made two—‘Command Deci- 
sion” and “The Bride Goes Wild.” 
His 1949 schedule consists of five— 
“In the Good Old Summertime,” 


(Continued on page 16) 


MPSC VS. RKO OVER 
‘STROMBOLI’ FILM TAG 


battle with RKO over 
to the title “Stromboli,” 
Motion Picture Sales Corp. has 
filed protest with Eric J6éhnston, 
prez of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, and has asked him to 
serve personally as arbitrator “in 
view of the importance of the 
case.” MPSC is taking “a very 
definite stand in the matter,” ac- 
cording to Charles Casanave, 
MPSC exec veepee, and contem 
plates using the title. He is pre- 
pared, however. to accept = an 
arbitration ruling. 
Dispute derives 
(Continued on 


Small’s ‘Black Magic’ Pitch 

Taking time off from his nego- 
tiations for entry as production 
chief in Eagle Lion, producer Ed 
ward Small has set a $400,000 ad- 
exploitation budget for his “Black 
Magic” which United Artists Is 
releasing. Bulk of the coin is timed 
to shove the “Magic” campaign 
along in a 35-day period preceding 





In a 
priority 


from the fact 


page 16 


pic’s day-and-date preem in 400 
cities, Aug. 19. 

Small is taking on a special staff 
of 22 fieldmen, directed by four 


regional heads, to stir up bally in 
50 major keys. Among the raft ol 
stunts, UA has set a 30-cily tour 
of the closest living descendant 0! 
Alexander Dumas; 100-city tour ol 
20 hynotists, each billed as Cagli- 
ostro;” and two traveling car: 
featuring a 
“buried alive.” 

Big magazine campaign is being 
handled by the Monroe Greenthal 
ad agency. TV trailers wil! be in 
serted on most of the 72 television 
stations plus regular radio netwol kK 
,; plugs. 


man and woman 





tt wood Swings to Exploitation Pix 


, In Bid for New Patrons; Half of New 


Films Seen as Real Bally Product 





‘Joe Young’ Bally Pays Off 


bally on “Mighty Joe 
is. paying off in principal 


Circus 
Young” 


keys where RKO picture was 
launched in seven-state area dur- 
ing the past week. Film, which is 


another King-Kong meller, is head- 
ing for smash weeks in Boston, 
Buffalo, Providence, Syracuse, 
Lowell and Rochester. 

The New England-upper N. Y. 
state area preem for “Young” was 
preceded by intensive ad and ex 
ploitation effort that included 
newspaper ads, posters, radio and 
television, 


NY. Lab Workers 
Talk 100% Strike 


Special meeting of the executive 
board of Local No. 702 of the Mo- 


tion Picture Laboratory Techni 
cians is scheduled to convene in 
New York this afternoon (Wed.) to 
map strategy for a strike which 


members sanc- 
a mass con- 


some 1,543 union 
tioned unanimously at 
clave held Saturday (17) at the 
Manhattan Center, N. Y. Walkout, 
which is described as “imminent” 
by the local’s head, John J. Franca- 
villa, would affect about 1,800 lab 
workers for 18 film firms. 

Strike threat came in the wake 
of a collapse of negotiations for a 
new contract between the union 
and the employers. Previous two 
year agreement expired June 19 
and talks for a new ticket had been 


in progress for more than two 
months before the deadlock was 
reached. If authorized the stop 


page would halt the processing of 
film for features, newsreels and 
television. 

The employers, according to 
Francavilla, have “flatly refused” 
to grant the union’s demands which 
include a 32-hour week instead of 
the existing 40 hours, creation of a 
welfare fund, more holidays with 
pay and other adjustments. Al- 
though all avenues leading to a 
settlement appear to be exhausted, 
Federal conciliator J. R. Mandel- 
baum is. still conferring with both 
sides in an effort to effect an 
amicable sdceinaniail 


More Confabs on What 


Constitutes Brit. Coin 


Further definition of what con- 
stitutes British film revenues will 
be taken up at the meeting of the 





Motion Picture Export Assn. execu- 
tive committee tomorrow (Thurs.) 
morning at the Johnston office. 


MPEA toppers are anxious to de 
termine what constitutes “B” pool 
revenue because of the special 
deals made by Eagle Lion, David O. 
Selznick and Samuel Goldwyn 
whereby there was. considerable 
swapping of revenue. This “B” 
pool is the money realized from 
British pictures distributed in the 
U. S. which is added to the $17,- 
000,000 annually taken out of Great 
Britain. 

Following this confab, the MPAA 
exhibitor community relations com- 
mittee will receive a report on the 
exploratory confabs already heid 
with exhib groups. Committee also 
will discuss the possibility of hold- 
ing an industry-wide session. 


Revers’ Into State 
“Madame Bovary,” originally, 
slated for the Music Halli, N. Y. 
goes into Loew’s State, N. Y., next. 
Metro worked out the deal whereby 
it could place “Bovary” in the State 
and give the Hall “Forsyte Saga.” 
The Hall is putting in Metro’s 
In Good Old Summertime” next 
but opening date iS not set. It will 
follow with “Saga” and “Under 

Capricorn,’ from Warner Bros. 


July 19 

producers are con- 
exploitation pic- 
tures to a degree seldom reached 
in the past. Practically half of all 
upcoming production will be de 


Hollywood, 


Hollywood 
centrating upon 


voted to films of this order, in bid 
for new audiences and to main- 
tain business already at hand 


Backlog also cleaves heftily to this 
ivpe of film. 

With studios realizing more and 
more the value of features which 
can be exploited for values not 
otherwise possible, majority of 
now are trying to line up as 
many exploitable subjects as pos- 
sible. Producers always have rec- 
ognized the worth of such product, 
but with a sagging boxoffice new 
means must be employed to lure 
patrons into theatres. 


lots 


Fourteen such exploitation films 
currently are before cameras 
Coming up within next couple of 
months are easily 25 to 30. Just 
completed are a dozen. 

WB First With Jet 

Warners is first with a jet plane 
story, tagged “Chain Lightning,” 
now shooting Pair of women 
prison films are being made by 
same studio and Universal-Inter- 
national, “The Cage” and “The 
Story of Molly X,” respectively. 
Mickey Rooney, with Sam Stiefel, 
is doing “The Big Wheel,” story of 
auto racing tied in with Indian- 
apolis racetrack 

Republic's 
Toehold’ 


present “Pardon My 
is piece about wrestling, 


with Gorgeous George starred 
Same lot also is doing ‘Sands of 
Iwo Jima,”’ a Marine Corps story 


(Continued on page 20) 


National, Louisville, 
Anti-Trust Dismissal 


Affirmed by Appeals Ct. 


Lower court's dismissal of 
$2,100,000 triple damage, siti 
trust action filed by 5th & Walnut, 
Inc. and 


Albert J. Hoffman, op- 
erator and owner respectively of 
the National theatre, Louisville, 


against the majors was unanimous- 
ly affirmed yesterday (Tues.) by the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. De- 
fendants are Loew's, Marcus Loew 
Booking Agency, RKO, Paramount, 
20th - Fox Warners, Columbia, 
United Artists and United Artists 
Theatres Circuit. 

In a 14-page opinion written by 
Justice Charles E. Clark with Jus- 
tices Augustus N. Hand and Harry 
B. Chase concurring, the circuit 
court disallowed two grounds upon 
which the plaintiffs pinned hopes 
for a successful appeal. These 
points contended that trial Judge 
Vincent L. Leibell erred by re- 
fusing certain disputed requests to 
charge and in addition the plain- 
tiffs’ attorneys argued that certain 
adjudication in the U. S. vs. Para- 
mount case, which is allegedly ad- 
missible under the Clayton Act, 
was exciuded by the lower court. 

Circuit court upheld the ruling 
of Justice Leibell on the plaintiffs’ 
second ground and agreed that the 
“evidence was not admissible” 
since the Government’s anti-trust 
case against majors had not yet 
reached a final judgment. Three 
jurists also held that the district 
judge was justified in rejecting the 
plaintiffs’ disputed request to 
charge. Summing up, Justice 
Clark in his opinion, said, “We 
conclude that the trial was fair and 
the result while not a necessary 
one was nevertheless quite within 
the evidence . . 

Meanwhile, Monroe Stein, 
Walnut’'s legalite, 
day ‘‘lues.) that 


5th & 
declared yester- 
he will study the 
decision before taking the case to 
the Supreme Court. Stein feels 
that the Circuit Court’s ruling ap- 
plies only to this particular case 
and sets no precedent for future 
anti-trust actions within the in- 


, dustry. 
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INTO 2nd BIG WEEK IN 


AT ROXY, NEW YORK! | 
DENVER, SALTLAKE CITY, 
SAN FRANCISCO, PORT- 


AND IN PHILADELPHIA 

"HOUSE OF STRANGERS § S 
LAND, MINNEAPOLIS AS 
THE GREAT 17 STATE 


CLOCKS UP HIGH GROSS: 
PREMIERE PAYS OFF! 
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—VARIETY! 


BOOMING IN BOSTON! 














And “FORBIDDEN STREET” hits in Boston...There’s gold | 
in "Street”—Dig for it! "CANADIAN PACIFIC’ keep: 
roaring on while ''The BEAUTIFUL BLONDE” becomes the | 


box-office sweetheart of theatres large and small! 
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SPRING ST STAYS} EVERYTHING | 
» HAS EVERYTHING jf 


IN | IT HAPPENS EVERY §& 

Y, | SPRING” KEEPS PROV- @ YOU'RE MY EVERYTHING’ 
T- | ING IT’S A BOX-OFFICE & WOWS PITTSBURGH IN 
S | CHAMPION ALL OVER! @ ITS FIRST TEST DATE! 


E oth wonderful week, Portldnd, Oregon— The Nation -Wide Publicity tro " the 
y | A weeks, LA, Seattle—3 weeks, NY. Big Hollywood Premiere is giving this 
| 2 weeks, Chicago, New Haven, Atlanta : one a solid send-off! 
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Indianapolis, July 19. 


10 
Weather, H.0.’s Slow L.A. Biz; Beach’ “AFRICA” SCREAMS IN 
Lively $42,000, Dumbo - Amigos 206, 3, oe ee ee 
Terror’ OK 306, ‘Jane’ Modest 246 


grosses at firstruns this stanza. 
« 


grosser, followed by 
Blonde from Bashful 
Circle. 

Estimates for This Week 


“Beatiful 
Bend” a 





Los Angeles, July 19. 
Holdovers and hot weather are 


Broadway Grosses 














Det. Perks Up; ‘Window’ Clean $18,000, 


HOT INDPLS., $13,000 


‘Beach’ Bright 166, Edward’ Hot 176 


“Africa Screams,” at Loew’s, is top | 


| 


| 
| 


heaping Rtseran poet 90 ee tL | Cirele (Gamble -Dolle) (2,800; 
here currently. Best of new bills Is | i me ves 
“Girl From Jones Beach,” which!  ge¢timated Total Gross | 44-65) — Blonde Bashful Bend” | 
is shaping for pleasing summer This Week....... $527,000 (20th) and Forbidden Streets 
take of $42,000 in three theatres (Based on 18 theatres) (20th). Passable $12,500 in 9 days. 
Si --pgge 4 ‘treet ed 000 a Last Year $835,000 Last week, “Fountainhead” (WB) 
yderate ; ( a ; . ' - : e ; | 
—. ng eral is comparatively Bas d on 16 theatres) naaal Racine Luck ‘Cel). ole 
better at around $30,000 in five $11.000. 
situations. i > F Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
Reissue combo of “Dumbo’- rin tur “City Across River” (U) and 
“Saludos Amigos” shapes. okay D g y “Leave It To Henry” (Mono). Slow 
$20.000 in two spots. Oddly enough $9,000. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL) 
two longrun arty theatre bills are and “Sleeping Car to Trieste” (EL), 
on the upbeat this session. “Red $11,000. 
Shoes” is sighting $5,500 or better seew's (Loew's) (2.450: 44-65) 


in 29th stanza, while eighth frame 
of “Quartet” is running ahead of 
last week at possible $6,500. Other 
holdovers are dropping. 

Estimates for This Week 


“Africa Screams” (UA) and “Secret 
Garden” ‘(M-G). Dandy $13,000. 
Last week, “Neptune’s Daughter” 
(M-G) (2d wk), oke $8,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—‘“Not 


1? (Ki L ill 
§ UU I L Vine 
Louisville, July 19. 
A break in the heat will help 
biz at downtown houses this week. 
Results should be on the _ bright 


Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, side all around. “It Happens wanted” (FC) and “Amazon Quest” 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) Every Spring” at the Rialto is (FC), Fair $5,000. Dr. Neff’s “Mad- 
(834; 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1) shaping for good returns while house of Mystery” got $1,800 in 
“Africa Screams” (UA) (2d wk). “Girl From Jones Beach,” Mary jwo midnight performances Friday 
About $20,000. Last week, good Anderson entry, is the bright spot. and Saturday. Last week. “Ghost 
$33,200. The National with “Girls A-Pop- of Frankenstein” (U) and “Son Of 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, pin” revue onstage with pix, Dracula” (U) (reissues), oke $6,000. 


Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; shapes nice. 





1,719; 60-$1)—“Sand” (20th) and Estimates for This Week | 

“One Last Fling’ (WB) (2d wk). Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400; | ¢ ‘ 

Mild $22,000. Last week, $36,900. 45-65)—‘“Girl From Jones Beach”’ 
‘Ph sernsneg Hollywood, Wiltern (WB). Perky $8,500. Last week, Beach Smooth 

(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1) “Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk), 

“Girl Jones Beach” (WB). Pleasing | slow $3,000. 

$42,000. Last week, ‘Fountain- National (Standard) (2.400; 50- | 

head” (WB) (3d wk), $29,000. 85)—''Follow the Band” (Indie) and ce 
Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire |‘‘Mobtown” (FC) (reissues) with b] 3 ewe 


(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1)— ‘Girls A-Poppin” vaude revue on- 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..... ~. $2,414,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 167 
theatres, chiefly nrst runs, tn 
cluding N. 
Total Gross 
Last Year 
(Based on 
theatres). 


Wizard -Vaude 
Solid 276, D.C. 


Washington, July 19. 

Local houses look for good busi- 
ness this week, based on surpris- 
ingly» big openings despite bad 
weather. “Wizard of Oz” with 
stageshow, shapes fine at Capitol. 
First full week of “Forbidden 
Street” at Trans-Lux far exceeded 
expectations and show may force 
postponement of ‘Home of Brave,” 





Same Week 
$2,791,400 


20 and 190 











slated for late in month. 


“Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) (reissue) (2d stage. Nice $8,000. Last week, Kansas City, July 19. 
wk). Off to $18,000. Last week, Be ao a House” ar and “Lady Biz looks milder here this week 
solid $38,700. 0 urlesque” ( ) (reissues), | a. oduct it | 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) $3,000. oa bc uc aae - y greece 
—“Reign Terror” (EL) and “Sleep-| _Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; ighting ynn” at Uptown- 
ing Car Trieste” (EL). Okay $13,- 45-65)-—"Happens Every Spring” Tower-Fairway is just topping 
500 here. with $30,000 for 5 day- fe wlan sud wood e100 1 Biz average at $14,000. “We Were 
daters. Last week, ‘Lonesome \ , ooms. | «:~, my : ; 
Pine” (Par) and “Geronimo” (Par) | Last week, “Adventure Baltimore” potash teat at Midland looks mild, 
‘cnlaneess  Geees, aok Sikaee (RKO) and “Judge Steps Out” Girl from Jones Beach” shapes 
here, with $27,500 in 5 spots. (RKO), $10,000. smooth at Paramount. Weather has 

Pantages, Hillstreet ‘Pan - RKO) State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— | heen cool most of the week. 





‘ ' : a _« > “We Were Strangers” (Col) and a a . 
(RKO) ee 6 Seludor etues” “Dark Past” (Col). Medium $10,- enengapenegs oe Tas eee 
(RKO) (reissues). Okay $20.000. 000. Last week, “Neptune’s Daugh- Kimo | (Dickerson) (550; $1.20- 
Last week, “Big Steal” (RKO) and ter” (M-G), nice $17,000 on 10 $2.40)— Red Shoes” (EL) (13th 
“Air Hostess’ (Col) (2d wk). days. wk) sock $2,500. Last week, $2,600. 
$23.400. _Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— Midland ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- Cover Up” (UA) and “Jigsaw” “We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60- ‘UA). Moderate $5,000. Last ‘‘Rusty Saves Life” (Col). Mild 
$1)—"‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and week. “Manhandled” (Par) and $14,000. Last week, ‘Neptune’s | 
“Shark God” (FC) (L.A. only) (4th “Special Agent” (Par), $4,000. | Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk), fine $14,- 
wk). Near $18,000. Last week, — | 000. 
big $23 300. _ ‘ : ‘ ’ Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) Day Boosts Ballroom “Girl from Jones Beach” (WB). 


(2,100; 1,370; 60-$1) — “Calamity 


Jane, Sam Bass” (U) and “Miss- 


gy lla Ma deg 8 «he Smash $32,000, Philly 
re, 1 moderate P ‘ e.|69 
P day- | Din’-‘Patrol’ Tall 136 


for 4 3 og Last 6 eka 

a“ se 9 .? (20th) “Gi : 

House 92d St “ee Philadelphia, July 19. 
Summer biz continues as usual, 


rowful Jones” (Par) (3d wk), big 
$8,500. 

Roxy ‘Durwood) (900: 45-65)— 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and “The 
Lost Tribe” (Col). Nice $4,500. 
Last week, “Manhandled” (Par) 


Sal” (20th) (reissues), sad $7,400 
here, with only $11,900 for 4 situa- 


tions. with weekend rush out of city and “Special Agent” (Par), $3,700. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) exacting a heavy toll at firstruns. Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
“Canterbury Tale” (EL) and Also there are too many holdovers. Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700: 45-65) 
“Woman in Hall” (EL). Okay! Hottest item is Dennis Day on —*Fighting O'Flynn” (U). Medium 
$3,000. Last week. ‘Queen's Earle stage with “Make Believe $14,000. Last week. “Happens 
Lover” (Indie) and “Blind Desire” Ballroom,” landing sock total. Every Spring” (20th), big $19,000 


(Indie) (3d wk), $1,400. “Gunga Din’-“Lost Patrol,” on re- in 8 days. 





Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- issue, look fine at Aldine. Only 
$2.40)—‘‘Red Peis (EL) — _ pic, Mh amy Garden,” at Ar-! | 
wk). About $5,500. Last week. cadia, is doing solid business. > eS 
good $5,600. Estimates for This Week Rain Sloughs Pitt B.0. 

Four Star Boga” oe ees” te Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-99)— B t ‘EF thi ; F 
—“Edward, My Son” (M-G) (3d “Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pa- 
py Nice $6,000. Last week, trol” (RKO) (reissues). Tall $13. u ug ing ancy 
$7,600. 000. Last week, “Brother Jona- . “ 1 

"aurel ‘Rosener) (890; 85)— than” (EL), $8,500. | 156; Step Nice 126 


Pittsburgh, July i9. 
Rain over weekend here is being 
blamed for dull business currently. 
Shea’s Fulton, closed down for 
several weeks for extensive remod- 


ing to $6,400. 
$6,200. 


Last week, great ecret Garden” (M-G). 


or near. Last week, 
(20th), $4,700. 

' Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“One 
False Step” (U) (2d wk). Hep $10.- 


Sock $7,000 | 
“The Fan” 





‘Jane’ Best New Entry 


Smooth $12,000. Last week, “Sor- | 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 


“Wizard of Oz’ ‘(M-G), ‘reissue) 
plus vaude. Solid $27,000. Last 
week, “Massacre River’ (Mono) 


and Dennis Day troupe, big $34,000 
and especially strong considering 
two-day illness of Day. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 
“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues). Rousing 
$11,000. Last week, “Big Steal” 
(RKO), (2d wk), good $8,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
— “Fountainhead” (WB) ‘2d run). 


Good $6,000. Last week, “Long 
Voyage Home” (Indie) (geissue), 
excellent $6,700 despite’ rainy 
nights. 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74) — | 
“House of Strangers” (20th). So-so | 
“Neptune's | 


$13,000. Last week, 
Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk), 
to fair $14,000. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85) 
—‘The Fan” (20th). Satisfactory 
$5,500. Last week, “Quartet” ‘EL) 


slumped 


| (10th wk), good $4,000. 


Warner (WB) (2.164: 44-74) — 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (2d. wk). 


Excellent $15,000 after terrific $19.- 


900 last week. 
| Trans-Lux (T-L) (654: 44-80) —| 


“Forbidden Street” (20th) (24 wk). 











Surprisingly high $8,500 
terrific first week $9,700. 


after 





Hope Mpls. Standout, 
Great $20,000; ‘River’ 
Light 96, ‘Beach’ 106 


Minneapolis, July 19. 
On the heels of the near-record 


gross of $42,000 chalked up at Ra-. 
dio City last week by the Frankie | 
“Beau- | 


Carle- Mills Bros. with 


| tiful Blonde,’ Bob Hope's “Sor- 


| successful 


rowful Jones,” is making another 
bid: for top 
Im honors there, keeping the 
4,000-seat house in the big money. 
While “Sorrowful” 
maker and far out in front. two 
other major newcomers, “City 
Across the River” and “Girl from 
Jones Beach,” also are getting 


is 


| some play despite the recurrence of 


; eling, reopened this week with 
In Omaha, Tasty $11,000 po 5 days after nice $17,000 Me So pd gr ge and is | 

ner. ringing solid trade. Elsewhere 
2 ; Omaha, July 19. a Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— trade is very mild, with “GCG. From 
Calamity Jane and Sam Bass” is “Make Believe Ballroom” (Col) 


doing surprisingly well at Or- 
pheum. “Neptune’s Daughter” in 
second week at Paramount is hold- 
ing well. First time in years that 
@@ Picture has been held over at 
the house. “Stratton Story” in 
third week looms very big at State. 
Estimates for This Week 


Jones Beach” very disappointing at 
the Stanley. “Big Steal” on move- 
over at Warner is fairly good. 
Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) 
“One False Step” (U). 
000. Last week, “Johnny Allegro” 
(Col), $10,000. ‘ 
Penn (Loew's) 


with Dennis Day onstage the big 
noise here. Smash $32,000 or over. 
Last week, “Calamity Jane” (U) (2d 
wk), nice $12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) —‘“House 
of Strangers” (20th) (2d wk). Nifty 
$22,000 after great $30,000 tee-off. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- (3,300; 45-80)— 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 99)—‘“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) “Africa Screams” (UA) and “Sec- 
65)-——"Calamity Jane, Sam Bass” (5th wk). Down to $9,000. Last ret Garden” (M-G). Mild $12.000 
(U) and “Homicide” (WB). Good week, fast $12,500. or less. Last week. “Neptune’s 
$11,000. Last week, “Sorrowful Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk). solid 
Jones” (Par) and “Alaska Patrol” —'‘Edward, My Son” (M-G) (5th $13,000. ts 
(FC), wham $17,000. wk). Holding on at $5,000. Last Stanley (WB) (3.800: 45-80)— 

Paramount (‘Tristates) (2.800: 16- week, $5,500. “Girl Jones Beach” (WB). Crix 
65)—"‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— liked this but patrons didn’t. Very 
(2d wk) fine $10,500. Last week, “Fountainhead” (WB) (3d wk). Fair modest $16,000 looms. Last week 
smash $14,000. $14,000. Last week, $19,000. “Big Steal” (RKO), $15 500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99)— Warner (WB) (2.000: 45-80) — 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (3d wk) and “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (3d wk). “Big Steal’ (RKO) (m.o.). Holding 
“Nanook of North” (Indie) (reissue) Still clicking at $17,500. Last week, up well at $6,000. Last week 
(2d wk). Fine $4,500. Last week, big $22,000. “Fountainhead” (WB) im.o.) (2d 
big $5,800. May hold another. Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-99)— wk). healthy $8,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (865: 16-65) —- “Johnny Allegro” (Col) (2d wk) Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 45-80)— 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) and Eased to $8,000 after trim $15,000 “You're My Everything” (20th) 
“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) (reissues). opener. Despite rain opening day looks 
Lively $6,500. Last week, Foun- Trans-Lux (TL) (500; $2.40-$1.20) nice $15,000 or over. Last week 


tainhead” (WB) and “Law Barbary 


—"Red Shoes” (30th wk). Profit- house shuttered as facelifting was 
Coast” (Col), $8,200. 


able $5,500. Last week, $5,800. being campleted. 


extreme heat on the week-end. The 

Aquatennial, annual local summer 
mardi gras, gets going July 20. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1.600; 50-70)— 


| “Forbidden City” (20th). Moderate 


| $4,500. Last week, “Sand” 
(2,200; 45-80)— | 
Nice $12.- | 


(20th) 
(2d wk), $3,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4.000: 50-70)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Same 
smash here as_ elsewhere. Bob 
Hope, coming here for Aquatennial 
next Saturday, now No. 1 boxoffice 
in Minneapolis. Huge $20,000 
or over. Last week, 
Blonde” (20th) and Frankie Carle- 
Mills Bros. on stage (50-85), stu- 
pendous $42,000 for second biggest 
week at house. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- | 


70\—"Girl Jones Beach” 
Fair $10,000 or close. Last 
“Lust for Gold” (Col). $9,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 50-70)— 
“Cobra Woman” (FC) and “White 


(WB). 
week, 


Savage” (FC) (reissues). Modest 
$6,000. Last we, “Big Steal” 
(RKO) (2d wk). o >y $7.000 

State (Par) (2.3 }; 50-70)—“City 


Across River’ (U>. Picture praised 


—e liked but qniv tepid $9,000) 
s. Last week. “Feuptaiggead” 
Wot bris HEio. re 


eh et ee li i 


straight | 


the pace- | 


“Beautiful | 


Detroit, July 19 
Cooler weather plus an influx of 
/top pics and stage show has Snapped 
biz out of the heat-caused dol- 
drums. Dick Contino unit at the 
Fox may lift “Crooked Way” 
| to big session. “Edward, My Son” 
jis doing swell at the Adams, while 
|“Girl Jones Beach” at United Ar- 
| tists and “Window” at Palms. both 
are bright. “Fountainhead” is holq- 
ing up well in second week aj 
, Michigan. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95) 
“Crooked Way” (UA) and Dick 
Contino stage unit. Big $40,009 
Last week, “Not Wanted” (FC) oke 
$28,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit 


| 


4.000: 
70-95)—*‘Fountainhead” (WB) and 
“One Last Fling” (WB) (2d wk) 
Good $21,000. Last week. $26,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) 


“Window” (RKO) and “Roughshod” 
(RKO). Bright $18,000. Last week 
“Big Steel” (RKO) and “Jiggs 
Maggie in Court” (Mono) (2d wk) 
big $13,000. : 

United Artists (UD) (2.000: 70- 
95)—“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Streets San Francisco” (Rep). 
Swell $16,000. Last week, “My Gal 
Sal” (20th) and ‘House 92d Street” 
(20th) (reissues), $11,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) 
“Not Wanted” (FC) (m.o.) and “Man 
About House” (20th). Great $15- 
000. Last week, “Sorrowful Jones” 
(Par) and “C-Man” (FC) (m.o.), big 
$15,000 for third week downtown. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 70-95)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) and “Sun 
Up” (M-G). Hot $17,000. Last 
week, “Lady Gambles” (U) and 
“Arctic Manhunt” (U), $7.000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900; 70- 
95)—‘Neptune’s Daughter” ‘(M-G) 
and ‘‘Lovable Cheat” (FC) (2d wk), 
Good $14,000. Last week, $15.000., 


Balto Cooler, B.0. Hot; 
‘Number’ Fast $17,000 


Baltimore, July 19. 
Good weather break on weekend 








helped spark downtown figures 
i here this week with best results 
being garnered by “Any Number 


Can Play” at Loew’s Century. and 
“Girl From Jones Beach” at the 
Stanley. Some good activity was 
reported also for continuation of 
“Palace type” of vaude at combo 
Hfppodrome in support of “Green 
Promise.” 
Estinrates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 20- 
/60)—“‘Any Number Play” (M-G). 
Leading current parade wiih big 
$17,000. Last week, “Neptune's 
Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk), held well 
at $12 200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 
20-70) — “Green Promise” (RKO) 
| plus vaude. Leaning on stage lay- 
‘out for nice $14,000. Last year, 
“Special Agent” (Par) with An- 
drews Sisters, fine $18.400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
60)—“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) ‘4th 
wk). Starts fourth round today 
(Tues.) after nice third round at 
$8,500. . 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). Main- 
taining okay pace at $5,500 after 
good second $6,600 last session. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60) 
“House of Strangers” (20th) (24 
wk). Holding well at $7,000 after 
good getaway at $10,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB). Fairly 
'nice $11,000. Last week, Fountain- 
| head” (WB) (2d wk), $9.300. 
| Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
'—“Doolins of Oklahoma (Col). 
Good $9500. Last week, “Stage 
coach” (RKO) and “Long Voyage 
-Home” (RKO) (reissues), $7,700. 


‘Brave’ Brisk $11,000 In 
| Seattle; ‘Beach’ Big 10G 





| Seattle, July 19. _ 
New pix are stepping UP - 
somewhat this. session, ¢0° 


weather helping. “Home of Brave 
and “Girl Jones Beach” look tops; 
both being big. “Stratton Stery 
is great on holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (G-E) (1,877; 50-647 
‘“Manhandled” (Par) and “Specia 
Agent” (Par). Modest $7,000 Last 
week, “Green Promise” (RKO) = 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO), $6.300. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 50° 
84\—“‘Too Late for Tears (UA 
and “Ringside” (SG). Slow $6,000, 
Last week “Neptune’s Daughter. 
(M-G) and “Man About House 
(20th) (3d wk), trim $6,300 0: 
Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) 1.650; 
50-84) — “Stratton Stor) M-G) 
(2d wk). Great $10,500 after huge 
$15,000 last week, way over hopes: 
Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84) — | 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and Jig- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Big Chi News Is Return of Vaude, 
With ‘Judge, Wow $35,000; ‘Champ’ 
Giant 326, ‘Wild Weed’ Tame 126 


Chicago, July 19. + 


Big news in Loop currently is | 
the return of vaudeville to the! 
Palace this week with eight acts | 
from N. Y. Palace. Under barrage 
of publicity and promotion, box- 
office is headed for sensational 
$35,000. This combo with “Judge | 
Steps Out” looks terrific, best in 
months at this house. Overshad- | 
owed in the press, but equally | 
strong is “Champion” at the Woods | 
headed for sock $32,000. 

“Wild Weed” world preem plus | 
personal appearance of Lila Leeds | 
is only moderate $12,000. Other 
new pix are action fare with the 
best probably the setup of “Alias 
Nick Beal’ and ‘‘Crooked Way” at 
Roosevelt neat $15,000. Reissues of 
“Lonesome Pine” and “Geronimo” | 
at United Artists might hit okay 
$13,000. | 

Second week of “Girl From} 
Jones Beach” at Chicago aided by 
local disk jockeys and Evelyn) 
Knight and Vic Damone heading 
stageshow is shooting for lush 
$52,000. Second frame of “Any 
Number Can Play” at State-Lake 
is pert $15,000. “Happens Every 
Spring” at Oriental should wind 
third week with firm $36,000, aided 
by p.a. by Frankie Laine. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Girl From Jones Beach” (WB) (2d | 
wk) with Evelyn Knight and Vic 
Damone headlining stageshow (2d 
wk). Heading for rousing $52,000. 
Last week, $69,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Red Stal-| 
lion Rockies” (EL). Okay $7,000. | 
Last week, “Red Menace” (Rep) | 
(2d wk), oke $4,000. | 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)—/| 
“House of Strangers” (20th) (2d 
wk). Excellent $12,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Happens Every Spring’ (20th) 
with Frankie Laine topping stage 
bill (3d wk). Fine $36,000. Last 
week, $49,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO) plus 
eight acts of vaude. Revival of 
vaudeville here spells gigantic 
$35,000. Last week, “Big Steal” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Wild Weed” (Indie) with Lila 
Leeds p.a. Moderate $12,000 looms 
for world preem. Last week, 
“Street Corner” (Indie) (2d wk), 
fine $11,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— | 
“Nick Beal” (Par) and “Crooked | 
Way” (UA). Trim $15,000. Last | 


week. “Jigsaw” (UA) and “Special | - 


Agent” (Par) (2d week), $8,000. 
Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
(Continued on page 18) 





Reissues Toronto Click; 
‘Din’-Patrol’ Wow 166, | 
‘Dumbo’-‘Amigos’ $7,500 


Toronto, July 19. 

Summer phenomenon here sees | 
reissue combo of ‘‘Lost Patrol” and 
“Gunga Din,” taking top coin at 
four theatres. “Dumbo” and “‘Salu- 
dos Amigos,” also oldies are also 
big at University. Elsewhere biz is | 
light, with “Sorrowful Jones” still 
holding steady in third Imperial 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694: 
36-60) — “Gunga Din” (RKO) and | 
‘Lost Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). | 
Record-breaking $16,000 for four- | 
house combo. Last week, “Make | 
Believe Ballroom” (Col) and 
Pi It Rich” (Mono), okay $11,- | 


_Amperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)—) 
orrowful Jones” (Par) (3d wk). 
Satisfactory $8,500 after last week's 
fine $13,000. | 
.. Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
Champion” (UA). Shapes fine 
$12,000. Last week, “‘Barkleys of 
Broadway” (M-G) (3d wk), okay 
$8,500. 


2 Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
Act of Murder” (U). | Light $10,-| 
000. Last week, “Weaker Sex” 
(EL), ditto $9,000, 

fronee’s (FP) (2,386; 40-70)—“Giri 
tom Jones Beach” (WB). Okay $8,- 
000. Last week, “Sand” (20th), 
light $6,000. 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-60)— 
abumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
300. ty ped (reissues). Big $7,- 
dU0. st week, “ re , 
light $5,000" The Fan” (20th | 
« .UPtown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
oortica Screams” (UA). Okay $10,- 





v. Last week. “Illegal Entry” 
( U } and oF . ” 3 " 
$10,000 ct of Violence” (M-G), 


|soaring to 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
fors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimaied figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
aX. 


Stratton’ Socko 
$22,500, Tops Prov. 








Providence, July 19. 

Fairly happy hereabouts with 
“Stratton Story” at Loew’s State 
heading for very nifty week. 
Equally nice is RKO Albee’s 
“Mighty Joe Young.” Majestic’s 
“Girl From Jones Beach” also is 
oKay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 


“Alimony” (RKO). Picking up very 
nicely after boff reviews and head- 
ing for strong $17,500. Last week, 
“Big Steal” (RKO) and “Search for 
Danger” (FC) (2d wk), good $10,000. 
Carlton (Fay) (1,200; 44-65)— 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) and 
“Jiggs, Maggie in Court” (20th). 
Neat $5,000. Last week, moveover 
operation. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Girl From Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Arson, Inc.”’ (SG). Very nice $15,- 


“Streets San Francisco” (Rep), so- 
so $8,000. 
State (3,200; 


(Loew) 44-65)— 


“Stratton Story” (M-G). Single bill | 


nifty $22,500. Last 
week, ‘“‘Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), snappy $16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)—“‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (3d 
wk). Started Monday (18). Second 
sesh was nice $9,000 after hitting 
wow $17,500 in first. 


H.0.5 SLOW UP FRISCO; 
‘TERROR’ OKAY 11 


San Francisco, July 19. 





holdovers are spelling slow trade 
generally here this week. ‘“Massa- 
cre River” will 
coin of newcomers but “Reign of 
Terror” is doing comparatively 
better. ‘Red Shoes” enjoyed its 
biggest weekend since opening at 


the Stagedoor, and this means a; 
big eighth stanza. “Stratton Story” 
‘is holding solid in second round. 


Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—‘‘Massacre River’ (Mono) and 
“Bomba” (Mono), okay $15,000. 
Last week, “Big Steal” (RKO) and 
“Rustlers” (RKO) (2d wk), solid 
$12,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘‘Nep- 
tune’s Daughter’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Down to $13,500. Last week, nice 
$26.500 


Warfield (FWC) (2,636; 60-85)—| 
“Reign of Terror’ (EL) and “Sleep- | 


ing Car Trieste’ (EL). Pleasing 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Hell- 
fire’ (Rep) and “Susanna Pass” 
(Rep), $10,000. 


Paramount (Par) (2 646; | 
and | 
“Daughter of West” (FC) (2d wk). | 


“Stratton Story’ (M - G) 
Holding to big $18,000. Last week, 
socko $28,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 
“Rdward, My Son” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Steady at $6,000. Last week, 
$7,300. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—"Johnny Allegro” (Col) and 
“Daring Caballero” (UA). So-so 
$11,000 or close. Last week, “City 
Across River” (U) (2d wk), $7 000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 


55-85)—“Africa Screams” (UA) and | 


“Prairie Pirates” (U) (2d wk). 
Way down to $6,500. Last week, 
| sock $19,000. 

~ Mienednet (Ackerman) (370: 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) 
(8th wk). Pushed up to great 


000. Last week, $7,000. 
 Soauire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
—_“Take One False Step” (U) and 
“Ride, Ryder, Ride” (EL). Okay 
$5,000. Last week, “THlegal Entry 
‘U) and “West of Laramie (U), 


jabout same. 





$19,000 in St. Loo. 


| 000. Last week, “Sand” (20th) and | 


Balmy weather and ‘plethora of. 


get the biggest | 


‘Fountainhead’ Oke 20G, 
Denver; Hope $9,000, 3d 


“ip Denver, July 19. 

|. This is a generally poor week 
| here but “Fountainhead” is fairly 
'good in three spots. “Stratton 
| Story” is okav for second week at 
Orpheum but elsewhere trade is 
way off. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500: 35- 
74)—“Tulsa” (EL) (3d wk). Thin 
| $4,500. Last week. $5,500. 

| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
|—‘‘Sorrowtul Jones” (Par) (3d wk). 


| Off to $9,000 this week for Bob 
Hope comedy. Last week, good 
$13,000. 

| Denver (Fox (2.525: 35-74)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) and “Daugh- 

|ter of West” (FC), day-date with 

| Esquire, Webber. Good $15,000. 
Last week. “House of Strangers” 

1(20th) and ‘“Mutineers” (Col), 
$14,000. 

| Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)— 


“Fountainhead” (WB) and “Daugh- 
ter West” (FC), also Denver, Web- 
| ber. Fair $2,500 or less. Last week, 
| “House ot Strangers’ (20th) and 
“Mutineers” (Col), $2,000. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
|“Stratton Story’ (M-G) and “Sons 
|of Adventure” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, smash $20,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Hills of Home” (M-G) and ‘Alaska 
Patrol” (PC). Dim $7,500. Last 
week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) and 
“Manhattan Angel” (Col), $7,000. 
Vogue (Woliberg) (600; 60-74)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (3d wk). Off to $1,- 
700. Last week. fair $2,200. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
| “Fountainhead” (WB) and “Daugh- 
iter of West” (FC), also Denver, Es- 
quire. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and ‘Man- 
hattan Angel” (Col), $2,000. 


‘Africa’ Torrid 


St. Louis, July 19. 

End of torrid spell here has re- 
sulted in a brisk upbeat in trade at 
| firstruns. ‘Africa Screams” is on 
ithe way to a lusty $19,000 at 
| Loew’s. “Sorrowful Jones,” a hold- 
over at the Ambassador, still is a 
hefty draw. “Silver Lining” is 
| Shaping for smooth session at the 
St. Louis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
| “Temptation Harbor’ (Mono) (2 
|wk). Still drawing at $15,000 after 
| socko $23.000 initial stanza. 
| Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
| “Africa Screams” (UA) and “Jig 
'Saw” (UA). Lusty $19,000. Last 
week, “Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
(2d wk), great $19,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) (3d wk). 
Fancy $10,000 following $11,000 
; second session. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) and “Adven- 
ture in Baltimore” (RKO). 
$14,000. Last week, “Fountain- 
head” (WB) and “Man _ About 
House” (20th) (2d wk), $9,000. 





Wilson Council Meeting 
London, July 19. 
Harold Wilson has convened a 
meeting of his National Joint Film 
Production Council for next 
Wednesday (27). Agenda is not 
finally decided but 


‘consider the report of the Working 
Party on film production costs. 


Solid | 


it’s believed | 
that the main business will be to | 


Humidity Wilts B'way Albeit ‘Gatsby’ 
Great $90,000 With Help of J. Dorsey; 


| 


Broadway firstrun business is 
very spotty this week but overall 
decline for Street is coming mainly 
from number of holdovers rather 
than the weather. Two favorable 
factors, Lions International con- 
vention and rain last Sunday (17), 
are about balanced by the return 
of sweltering weather Monday and 
Tuesday. How important’ cool, 
rainy weather is currently was 
tipped by the improved trade last 
Sunday. Most theatres reported 
bigger business than the previous 
day (Saturday), which is unusual. 

Only two new bills besides the 
usual weekly change at the Palace 
were launched during the week. 
Outstanding is “Great Gatsby” 
with Jimmy Dorsey band, Peggy 
Lee, others, onstage at Paramount. 
First week wound up with very big 
$90,000. “Calamity Jane” shapes 
barely okay $17,000 at Criterion, 
and probably won't linger long. 

Palace, with new vaude layout 
and ‘“‘Massacre River,” is holding 
near its recent profitable pace at 
$23,000 or a bit better. 

Music Hall, with “Silver Lining” 
and Independence Day Pageant, 
still is going great guns with $142,- 
000 in prospect for fourth stanza, 
which spells a fifth week. ‘Lost 
Boundaries” is holding very well 
with $22,000 in third Astor week. 

“Big Steal” also is showing 
| plenty of stamina to get $18,000 on 
second round at Mayfair. Same is 
true of “Great Sinner” with $23,- 
000 for third frame at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (3d wk). 
Holding in great shape at $22,000 
or over after nice $23,000 last 
week. 
| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
|$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (39th 
wk). Still showing nice profit at 
'about $7,500 after $8,500 last 
|round. Continues. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Any Number Play” (M-G) plus 
Hal McIntyre orch, Be 


Down to $49,000 after barely okay 


$65,000 for initial holdover week. 


Stays a fourth. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Calamity Jane” (U). Looks just 
okay at $17,000 but holding most of 
second week. “Mighty Joe Young” 
(RKO) likely will open July 27. In 
ahead, ‘‘Lust for Gold” (Col) (2d 


wk), $11,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘“‘Movie Crazy” (MPSC: (reissue) 
(3d-final wk). Down to $9 000 after 
| nice $14,000 second session. “Not 
| Wanted” (FC) opens Saturday (23). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-90)— 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissue) (4th 
final wk). Off to $8,000 after okay 
| $10,000 for third frame. ‘“Dumbo”- 
'“Saludos Amigos’ reissue combo 
.from RKO opens Saturday (23). 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 


50- 


$1.20)—“Big Steal” (RKO) (2d wk). | 


Staying up strong on first hold- 
‘over session with $18,000 after 
| sturdy $23,000 opener. Holds. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Massacre River” (Mono) with new 
vaude lineup. Holding close to re- 
cent profitable sessions with about 
$23,000. Last week, ‘Follow Me 
Quietly” (RKO) and vaude, $25,- 
000, over hopes. 


—“Great Gatsby” (Par) 
| Jimmy Dorsey orch, Peggy Lee 
‘topping stage bill (2d wk). First 





Boston, July 19. m 
Preem of “Mighty Joe Young 
following terrific campaign by ra- 
‘dio, video, sound truck and bill- 
board resulted in the wildest open- 
ing ever seen at the Memorial. Tre- 
mendous activity necessitated open- 
ing of three boxoffices to handle 
crowd with ticket sales stopped 
shortly after doors opened. Rest 
of town shapes dismal in compari- 
son although newcomer, “House of 
Strangers,” at the Met, is nice. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC). Hep $16,- 
000. Last week, subsequent-run. 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Illegal Entry” (U) and “Loaded 
Pistols” (Col). Fair $14,000. Last 
week, “Sand” (20th) and “Man 
About House” (20th), $12,000. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) and 
“Ringside” (SG). Nice $6,500 in 
second week. Last week, $9,000. 


‘Joe Young’ Mighty $37,000 on Hub — 


Preem; ‘Strangers’ Hep 196, ‘Lost’ 166 


Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“The Mutineers” (Col). Way out in 


front with huge $37,000. Last week, | 


“Big Steel” (RKO) and “Rustlers”’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), oke $8,500 in 4 
days. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,376; 40-85) 
—‘‘House of Strangers” (20th) and 


“Hold That Baby” (Mono). Nice 
$19,000. Last week, ‘“Fountain- 


head” (WB) and “Tales of Navajos” 
(M-G) (2d wk), fair $14,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA) and “Met 
at Midnight” (M-G). Thin $17,000. 
Last week, “Neptune’s Daughter” 


| (M-G) (2d wk), tasty $19,900. 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘“‘Forbidden Street” (20th) and 
“Ringside” (SG) (2d wk). Neat $11,- 
500 after sturdy $17,800 in first. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 
“Africa Speaks” (UA) and “Met at 
Midnight” (M-G!. Average $10,000. 
Last week, ‘“Neptune’s Daughter” 
(M-G) (2d wk), nice $12,000. 


rt Wheeler, 
Hal LeRoy, others, onstage (3d wk). 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) | 
plus! 


40-85)— | 


‘Steal’ Big 186, 2d; ‘Lining’ 1426, 4th 


week hit big $90,000. combo of 
strong stageshow and film spelling 
this figure despite heat. In ahead, 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) with 
Louis Prima orch, others, onstage 
(5th wk), reached solid $60,000 in 
final seven days 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (43d wk). 
Holding nicely at $7,000 after $7.- 
500 for previous week. House sell- 
ing out Saturday nights again and 
with additional reservations shows 
signs of perking up despite heat 

Radio City Music Hall ‘(Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Silver 
Lining” (WB) with stageshow 
topped by Independence Day 
Pageant (4th wk). Holding ex- 
tremely well at $142,000 after third 
week hit $147,000, great and better 
than first frame. Goes a fifth stan- 
za. “Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G) due next. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—“Iron 
Crown” (Indie) (6th wk). Holding 
very well at $7,500, and goes a sev- 
enth. Last week, solid $9,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Take False Step” (U) (4th wk). 
Just struggling along at $5,000 or 
near after $6,000 for third week. 
Stays through July 25 or 26, with 
“Come to Stable” (20th) due to 
have formal invitational preem 
night of July 27 with regular run 
starting July 28. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 60-$1.80)— 
“House of Strangers” (20th) plus 
Janet Blair and Blackburn Twins, 
Herb Shriner, iceshow topping 
stage bill (3d-final wk). Final ses- 
sion tapering to $60,000 after 
$75,000 in second round, very nice 
profit. ‘‘You’re My Everything” 
(20th) with Bob Crosby, Sid Stone, 
Johnny Mark, iceshow opens Fri- 
day (22). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Third week ended last night (Tues.) 
held up near second week with 

,nice $23,000 after $25,000 for sec- 
ond, below hopes. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.25)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk). Sans 
usual stageshow here, this is down 
to around $21,000 in current frame 
after okay $26,000 opener, which 
was below hopes. Stays a third. 

Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.20)—“Quartet” (EL) (7th 
wk). Still highly profitable at $8,- 
500 in 16th session ended Monday 
(18). Last week was $9,200. Con- 
tinues on. s 

| Wiectoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)—“Home of Brave” (UA) 
(10th wk). Off to around $8,500, 
still profit, after fine $9,500 for 
ninth week. “The Window” (RKO) 
opens July 28. 





‘Number’ a Natural In 
— Cincy, 136; ‘Strangers’ 
Modest 116, ‘Lady’ 106 


Cincinnati, July 19. 

Above-par averages for four new 
bills, paced by “Any Number Can 
Play,” are holding downtown biz 
in general to seasonal! level in wake 
of last week's upsurge hypoed by 
sensational vaude revival. Amon 
new entrants, ‘House of Strangers’ 
is next best at Albee but “Lady 
Gambles” is making comparatively 
best showing at smaller Keith's. 
Heat-wave break is helping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
'“House of Strangers” (20th) and 
| “Lone Wolf and Lady” (Col). Mod- 
erate $11,000. Last week, “Judge 
Steps Out” (RKO) plus highly ex- 
| ploited revival of vaude with 8 acts 
including Pat Rooney and Watson 
Sisters, tremendous $31,000 at 553e- 
85c scale. House is adding stage 
shows every fourth week. 

Capitol! (RKO) (2,000; 53-75) 
“Any Number Can Play” (M-G). 
Sturdy $13,000. Last week. “Nep- 
tunes’s Daughter” (M-G) (3d wk), 
$6,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1 400; 55-75)—~ 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Nice $6,000 after big $9,500 second 
stanza. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
—‘‘Lady Gambles” (U). Good $10,- 
000. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 53-75)— 
| “Girl From Jones Beach” (WB) 
'and “Secret of St. Ives” (Col). 
Modest $10.000. Last week, “Foun- 
tainhead” (WB) and “Law of Bare 
| bary Coast” (Col), $11,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100:-55-75)~ 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col). 
Holding on moveover for fourth 
downtown sesh. Good $5,000. Las’ 
jweek, almost same. 
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From FILM DAILY July 11th Issue 





M-G-M Studios Hum 
With Peak Activity 


West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY 


Hollywood — With 15 films being edited, five 
shooting and nine in preparation, the M-G-M 
studios and production personnel are acquitting 
themselves of one of the most ambitious schedules 
in years. The intensive program stems from the 
decision for a stepped up output «ade recently at 
conferences between Nicholas M. Schenck, Louis 
B. Mayer, Dore Schary and William F. Rodgers. 
Current activity is viewed as the turning of a new 
corner in the company’s history on the eve of its 
26th birthday. Company intends to maintain the 
three-a-month releasing stand taken recently. 

Currently before the cameras are: 

“On The Town,” Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra, 
Betty Garrett, Ann Miller, Jules Munshin, Vera- 
Ellen. Producer: Arthur Freed. Directors: Gene 
Kelly and Stanley Donen. Technicolor. 


“Ambush,” Robert Taylor, John Hodiak, Arlene 
Dahl. Producer: Armand Deutsch. Director: Sam 
Wood. 


“Adam’s Rib,” Spencer Tracy, Katharine 
Hepburn, Judy Holliday, Tom Ewell, David Wayne, 
Jean Hagen. Producer: Lawrence Weingarten. 
Director: George Cukor. 


; “Nancy Goes To Rio,” Ann Sothern, Jane 
Powell, Louis Calhern, Carmen Miranda, Barry 
Sullivan, Scotty Beckett. Producer: Joe Pasternak. 
Director: Robert Z. Leonard. Technicolor. 








“East Side, West Side,” Barbara Stanwyck, 
James Mason, Ava Gardner, Van Heflin, Cyd 
Charisse, Mary Astor. Producer: Voldemar 
Vetluguin. Director: Mervyn LeRoy. 


Completed or nearing completion of editing: 
“That Midnight Kiss,” “The Forsyte Saga,” 
“Challenge To Lassie,” (all three Technicolor). 
Also: “Tension,” “Madame Bovary,” “Border 
Incident,” “The Doctor And The Girl,” “Maylaya,” 
“Sidestreet,” “Conspirator,” “Battleground,” 
“Red Danube,” “Intruder In The Dust.” 


Preparing for production in the near future: 


“Key To The City,” Clark Gable, Loretta 
Young, James Gleason, Marilyn Maxwell, Pamela 
Britton, Lewis Stone, Clinton Sundberg, Raymond 


Walburn, Frank Morgan. Producer: Z. Wayne. 


Griffin. Director: George Sidney. 


“Please Believe Me,” Deborah Kerr, Van — 


Johnson, Peter Lawford, Robert Walker. 
Producer: Val Lewton. Director: Norman Taurog. 


“The Yellow Cab Man,” Red Skelton, Jimmy 
Durante. Producer: Richard Goldstone. Director 
Jack Donahue. 


‘‘Father Of The Bride,” Elizabeth Taylor. 
Producer: Pandro S. Berman. Director: Vincente 
Minnelli. 


“Outriders,” Joel McCrea. Producer: Richard 
Goldstone. Director: Roy Rowland. Technicolor. 


“The Knife,” Gene Kelly, J. Carrol Naish. 
Producer: William H. Wright. Director: Richard 
Thorpe. 


“Devil’s Doorway,” Robert Taylor, Louis 
Calhern, James Mitchell, Producer: Nicholas 


| Nayfack. Director: Anthony Mann. 
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Aussie May Up to 75% Freeze on US. Pic 
Earnings to Aid Britain in Crisis 


42 





Sydney, July 12. 


Whether the Aussie government 
will raise the current 50% rental 


freeze on U. S. pie earnings to) 


75%, or even higher, will result 
from talks now going on in Lon- 
don between Sir Stafford Cripps 
and reps of British Empire coun- 
tries. Defense Minister J. J. Ded- 
man is pinchhitting for Prime 
Minister Ben J. Chifley, he'd home 
by a local industrial upheaval. 

“The government has _ bluntly 
warned commercial interests that 
dollar expenditure must be dras- 
tically curtailed from now 9a to 
assist Britain in her present eco- 
nomic crisis. Pic industry also 
sees in this warning a hint that 
the 50% freeze now operating 
with U. S. pix will be jumped to 
keep those badly-needed dollars 
in governmental coffers. 

Exit of Dual Bills? 

Belief is in certain pic quarters 
that the government may nix the 
importation of minor pix, leaving 
the way open only for the top 
groupers, but at a higher rental 
freeze. THis would mean the 
complete exit of dual bills. Gov- 
ernment has already ordered a 
cutdown on gasoline, autos, tires, 
tobacco and other so-called “lux- 
ury” goods from the dollar area. 

With total imports from U. S. 
at $24,604,000 and total exports 
only $9,860,000, Australia showed 
a drastic balance for last May. 
Biggest headache, however, lies in 
the fact that the U. S. dropped its 
purchase of wool from here to a 
epretty low level, actual figure be- 
ing $79,860,000 for an 11 months’ 
span as compared with a figure al- 
most twice this amount in 1947 
and part of ’48. 

As the economic structure of the 
Antipodes is built on the sale of 
wool abroad, moreso within the 
U. S., any 
structure to such an extent that 
the government must call for a 
nix in imports from the U. S. 
Hence the present move to curb 
the outward ttow of dollars. U. S. 
distribs operating here will no 
doubt be given the redlight on 
transmitting dollars from the zone 
if the British government and 
reps of other Empire countries 
agree to curb this outflow. 


Brit. Producers’ United 
Front on Quota Broken 
By ABPC’s Philip Warter 


London, July 19. 


Silent acceptance by the three 
major circuits of the provisions of 
the Films Act, which demand com- 
pliance with the quota without re- 
lief, has been broken by Sir Philip 
Warter, Associated British Picture 
Corp. head. 

In a_ statement circulated to 
stockholders, which will be consid- 
ered at the annual meeting Aug. 4, 





Warter makes an appeal to the’ 


Board of Trade to introduce 
amending legislation which will 
enable the major groups to seek 
relief in situations where they 
have two or more theatres, and it 
is commercially impossible to play 
identical programs. 

On the production side, Warter 
frankly admits that present condi- 
tions are hazardous, and is only 
justified in the national interest 
and by the requirements of_ the 
quota act. It’s admitted that a 
number of films produced or 
financed by ABPC have failed to 
recover their production costs, 
even before distribution charges 
have been made. 

_In a comment on the distribution 
tieup with Warner Bros., Warter 
Says ABPC believes that joint ar- 
rangements with guaranteed U. S. 
distribution is the best method of 
meeting the problems of produc- 
tion and distribution of British pix 
and it is its intention to develop 
Similar arrangements with other 
foreign companies in the future. 

frading profit, which for the 
year ended March 31, was approxi- 
mately $8,150,000 gross, was $50,- 
000 up on the previous year. Pro- 
duction assets are valued at $2,800,- 


000, a drop of $650,000 on the pre- 
vious year, 





Josefstad, Vienna repertoire for 
1949-1950 includes Noel Coward's 
g resent Laughter,” William 
lang S “My Heart’s in the High- 
‘Dea and maybe Arthur Miller's 

eath of a Salesman.” 


fall off weakens the | 
|at any time during the war. 
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S. Africa Comm’! Radio 
Still Looks Long Way Off 


Johannesburg, July 12. 

There is no news yet or the 
South Africa Broadcasting Corp. 
“C” (or Commercial) Service, ex- 
cept that the man who had been 
appointed to run it, R. E. Johnson, 
resigned on account of ill health 
and was replaced by Cameron Mc- 
Clure, Johannesburg program di- 
rector. He has already left for 
Canada where he’ll spend a month 
learning about commercial radio. 

It still looks as though it will be 
six months to a year before even 
one station gets going and prob- 
ably a year or two before there 
are stations operating in all the 
big centres, such as Johannesburg, 
Durban, Port Elizabeth and Cape 
Town. 

In spite of restrictions on im- 
ports from both sterling and dol- 
lar countries business on Lourenco 
Marques station holds up well, 
although generally speaking it is 
not very good elsewhere. 


Coal Strike Dents 
Aussie Pic Bi 


Sydney, July 12. 
Nationwide coal strike is putting 
a real crimp in film  boxoffices 
here as well as in Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and 
Newcastle. 
pled the power setup worse than 








Following two weeks of restric- 
tions resulting from the strike, 
the film industry still is facing 
even tighter regulations. All 
transportation was halted recent- 
ly in Melbourne over weekends 
with the boxoffice sagging more 
\than 40%. Three houses there 
| had virtually all the trade in 
;}town. Theatres have been told to 
| close on Mondays in Melbourne, 
|but exhibitors are fighting this 
/ban. In Brisbane, the Monday 
/dimout brought a concession per- 
| mitting the showing of films 
classed as not suited for general 
exhibition. 


| Perth is suffering possibly 
|! worse than any other state capi- 
tal since there is no electricity for 
|private or industrial use. Only 
| lights showing are those on vital 
‘street corners or at theatres which 
‘have their Own standby electric 
| plants. 
fair are running as usual, the 
Plaza, Piccadilly and Strand have 
cancelled their 5 p.m. shows. 


Situation in Adelaide has 
proved because of coal coming 
from an open-cut mine. Installa- 
tion of auxiliary plants at theatres 
is expected to help biz too there. 
After more than three weeks: on 
‘emergency power, nearly every 
‘theatre has run into difficulties, 
‘but use of standby plants con- 
tinues. Here the hurried installa- 
tion of emergency equipment at 
several houses the initial week of 
the blackout was made without a 
hitch. Exhibitors are lauding Les 
Spencer, Western Electric (West- 
rex Corp.) service engineer, 
his assistance 
ment ready. 





WB Names Trucios To 
Latino Pacific Div. 
Armando Trucios, Warner's 
Argentine general manager, has 
been named resident supervisor 
for the Latino Pacific division, re- 


placing James V. O'Gara. From 
headquarters in Mexico City, 
Trucios will take charge of the 
Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Ecua- 


dor. Peru and Central America ter- 
ritories. He assumes the new post 
Aug. 8, with O’Gara returning to 
the homeoffice tor reassignment. 
Other South American _ staff 
changes, according to WB Interna- 
tional chief Wolfe Cohen, include 
the resignation of Michael Sokol as 
manager for Mexico as well as the 
appointment of Caesar Aboaf as 
Argentine general manager, suc- 


jceeding Trucios. 


The walkout has crip- | 


While the Metro and May- | 


im- | 


for | 
in getting equip- | 


Mex Pic Banks in Strong | 
“? . “ee 
Financing to Film Trade 
Mexico City, July 12. 
Mexican pic trade got goodly 
coin hypoing during the first half 
of this year from its own bank, 
|the Banco Nacional Cinema-| 
|tographico, and the specialized 
| film bank, the Banco de la In- 
dustria Filmica, their June 30 bal- 
ance sheets show. 
| The trade’s bank made loans, we! 
|} counts and credits totaling $3,091,- 
568.76, and the Filmica direct 
loans and discounts of $78,968.49. 


Now Italy May Be 
Getting Those U.S. 


Pix Barrier Ideas 


Rome, July 19. 
In an effort to balk impending 





anti-American legislation which 
‘would impose a ceiling on _ film 
rentals among other restrictions, 


the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica is sending a _ representative 
here to confer with government of- | 
| ficials. Emissary is Eugene Van} 
| Dee, assistant to the MPAA’s con- | 
|tinental manager Gerald Mayer. | 

Reportedly behind the Italians’ | 
| new chill toward U. S. films are 
| British and French interests, who 
|are said not only to be ogling 
'Italy’s picture facilities and mar- 
ket but also are allegedly inducing 
the natives to think that they can 
| develop a big local industry with- 
; out Hollywood’s co-production or 
| product. 
| Mayer, who spent considerable 
‘time here last year, was alternate- 
ly kidded and threatened when he. 
attempted to ease the _ situation. 
MPAA continental chief was un- 
able to sit in on the latest im- 
passe, due to illness. He’s now re- 
cuperating on the Riviera. John 
G. McCarthy, MPAA international 
division manager, is in Copen- 
hagen. Italy has had a free film 
market in the past. 


DEL GIUDICE BACK TO 
ROLL HIS *49-’50 FILMS 


Filippo Del Giudice, managing 
director of Pilgrim Pictures, Ltd. 
who returns to Britain tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on the Caronia, will 





launch the company’s 1949-50 pro-| 


duction program upon his arrival. 
Initial property to go before the 


‘camera will be “A Pinch of Salt,” | 
| which prefer to continue with for- 


| 


a comedy by Peter Blackmore. 
Plans call for ‘Salt’ to be filmed 
in Italy as a locationer while in- 
teriors would be done in England. 
Also on Pilgrim’s shooting schedule 
,is an untitled comedy with an 
|Irish background. Previously the 
company had turned out “The 
Guinea Pig,” “Private Angelo” and | 


“Chance of a Lifetime.” | 


| Del Giudice has been in the U:S. | 
for the past three months arrang- | 
ing distribution deals for Pilgrim) 
product. His “Guinea Pig” preemed 
last spring at the Little Carnegie, 
N. Y. The producer, who made 
“Hamlet” and “Henry V” for Rank, 
is a prime supporter of the theory 
that British pictures will only do 
their best in the American market 
when carefully booked in _ art 
houses. 





Cortese in Rome Pic Stint 
Before Coasting in Fall 


Rome, July 12. 
Valentina Cortese, who is recu- 


| perating here from an operation, 


has been inked to appear in a film 
which producers Ilya Lopert and 
Robert Goelet have set for an Au- 
gust start in Italy. Following this 
stint the actress is scheduled to 
return to Hollywood in the fall to 
make ‘‘Modesta” for 20th-Fox, to 
which she is under contract. Otto 
Preminger will produce. 
Lopert-Goelet pic is to be a loca- 
tioner with Simone Simon as the 
star. Untitled as yet, the film is to 
be directed by Geza Radvanyi, who 


turned out last season's success, 
“Somewhere in Europe.” Jesse 
Lasky, Jr., is writing the script 


for the upcoming venture. 





Other Foreign News 
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Halt ‘Harpo Marxian Money-Lending’ 


For Dead British Films, 





Mahoney, Geraghty Team 
Again for Aussie Show 


Sydney, July 12. 
Will Mahoney and Bob Geraghty 


have reunited Mahoney, U. 5S. 
comic long resident here—he origl 
nally came for 12 weeks to play 


the Tivoli loop and stayed 11 years 

and Geraghty, Mahoney’s man 
ager for years until their decision 
to go separate managerial ways 
about three years ago, will probab 
ly do a London show on a deal 
now being set with Sydney Grace 
of the Charles Tucker Enterprises. 

Mahoney and Geraghty split biz 
interests when the former went 
into legit revivals in Brisbane after 


duo had played vaude-revue at 
Cremorne, same _ city. They've 
always been pals, hence the get- 


together for London bid. 


Jap MPEA Outlet 
On Film Spot 


Tokyo, July 12. 
Recent decision Motion 
Picture Export Assn. to discontinue 
exporting American films to Japan 
until it reaches an agreement with 


the Army on a formula for con- 
verting its yen income here to 


by the 


' dollars, leaves the Central Motion 


Picture Exchange, local MPEA out- 
let, in a tough position. Agency 
has been selling U. S. product to 
864 Japanese theatres, more than 
a third of the nation’s houses, and 
is now faced with the prospect of 
keeping as much of its clientele 
as possible with reissues until the 
deadlock on yen conversion is 
broken. 

CMPE has about six new films 
| still in its vaults which it plans to 
release one at a time over a care- 
| fully-spaced period. Pix will have 
; roadshow preems and will be given 
lavish buildups to ballyhoo the 
titles as much as possible. 

Some theatres which have been 
exhibiting U. S. films have already 
informed CMPE, however that they 
can’t meet local competition with 
reissues and have asked to be 
counted out until new films are 
available. Some of these houses 
will resume showing Japanese 
product exclusively, while others 


eign films have begun dickering 
with the British Commonwealth 


Film Corp. here for English im- | 


ports. 


French Hotels Revise 
Their Rates Downward 


Paris, July 19. 

Alarmed by American press 
stories depicting Americans gouged 
by Paris hotels, the Paris Hotel- 
man’s Assn. announced that the 10 
top hotels here and 15 more in 
the provinces have agreed to a 
price ceiling of $8.50 for a single 
room and $11.50 on a double. 
Rooms are with bath and include 
tax, but not service. That’s usually 





115% extra. 
Reports that the Yanks were be- 


> 


ing literally “rolled” were spear- 
headed by a recent VARIETY yarn. 
Hotel men, through their prez, 
Jacques Percepied, claim the press 
has grossly exaggerated the situa- 
tion. On the other hand the Com- 
missariat Tourisme agrees that the 
association’s new prices are sub- 
stantially lower. 





Jerusalem Previews 2 
War Documentary Pix 


Jerusalem, July 10. 
A special preview of two docu- 


mentaries, produced by Joseph 
Krumgold and Norman Lourie 
with a commentary by Melvyn 


Douglas, was presented at the Eden 
theatre here under the auspices of 
the Palestine Foundation Fund. 
“Memorandum on a Victory,” a 
10-minute study of the Negba set- 
tlement, where the ruins of war 
form a background for the recon- 
struction of the settler’s homestead. 
and “Homecoming, 1949,” a 15- 
minute pictorial record of Israel's 
victory on the battlefield, were the 
two films shown. i 





Asks Exec 


London, July 19. 
Terrific broadside against the 
British production industry and the 
government support for studios 
through the National Film Finance 
Corp., is made in a feature article 
published in the London Daily Mail 


last Thursday (14) by Nicholas 
Davenport, onetime director of the 
NFFC. 

Accusing Harold Wilson of up- 
setting the export trade with his 
high quota protectionism and his 
cold war with Hollywood, Daven- 
port asserts that the British pro- 
duction indi was dving before 
the Board of Trade prez announced 


of doom in his recent 


ye 


the sentence 
“export or die” 1 sage. 

Arguing that no industry is en- 
titled to survive that cannot pay its 
way, Davenport, who was some 
vears ago financial adviser to Sir 
Alexander Korda, produces figures 
to show that the annual studio loss 
is in the neighborhood of $20,000,- 


000. After taxation and the exhi- 
tor and distributor had had their 
cut, there was less than $76,000,- 
000, of which the American share 
was around $48.000.000 and the 
British $28,000,000 


But the films for which producers 
edrned $28,000,000 were’ costing 
nearly double to make and the net 
return from the expo markets 
was only around $8,000,000. 

Analyzing the stock market value 
of film trade shares today as 
against January, 1947, it is shown 
that the total market loss in that 
time has been $140,000,000. 

Davenport, who resigned from 
the finance corporation to act as 
financial adviser to a cooperative 
production group, has now advised 
his colleagues to abandon their ef- 
forts. “I am not suggesting,” he 
says, “that British production is 
about to flounder on the financial 
rocks. I am pointing out that it 
is already on the rocks. The only 
question is whether it can be re- 
floated.” 

And from there Davenport con- 
tends that it-is time to call a halt 
to the activities of the $20,000,000 
finance corporation before the last 
few millions of public money van- 
ish. The policy of the corporation 
is described “Harpo Marxian 
money-lending” and has amounted 
to little more than the subsidizing 
of production, which was contrary 
to pledges given to the House of 
Commons by Wilson 


as 


Northern England Sees 


~ 10,000,000 TV Viewers 


By 1951 if Govt. Okays 


Glasgow, July 5. 
Prominent Scots industrialists 
and radio men are urging early ex- 
tension of video to the area north 


| of the English border. 


If the go-ahead is given by the 
British Cabinet, Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh and most of southern Scot- 
land could be within television 
range by 1952, a radio exce said. 

Television for 10,000,000 viewers 
in northern England would be pos- 
sible by 1951, he added, if the gov- 
ernment would permit the British 
Broadcasting Corp. to sink revenue 
from license fees into the service. 


Moguy to Produce Juve 
Delinquency Pic in Rome 


Rome, July 12. 

“Tomorrow Is Too Late,” a film 
dealing with juvenile delinquency, 
will be produced here by Leonide 
Moguy, who directed “Prison With- 
out Bars” and ‘““‘'wo Women.” The 
Italian government is interested in 
the project. Vittorio De Sica will 
direct the film and Lois Maxwell 
will play the feinme lead. Giuseppe 
Amato, producer of “Four Steps in 
the Clouds,” has been named pro- 
duction aide 





After interviewin 2,000 chil- 
dren Moguy selected 12 for roles 
in the film \ 14-year-old, Anna 


Maria Pierangeli, will be featured. 


Mex Checks Names 
Mexico City, July 12. 
All foreign entert 
Mexico to 
immigration ser. 


supply the 
ice with their real 
as well as their professional names, 
under a new regulation of the min- 
istry of the interio: 

This is to keep tabs on but in ne 
way to molest alien entertainers, 
the ministry said. 
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to know that Warner Bros. 
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The all-happiness picture with a whole Warner [| 


studioful of guest stars including 
GARY COOPER «JOAN CRAWFORD w ERROL FLYNN s* SYDNEY GREENSTREET 











PATRICIA NEAL:*. ELEANOR PARKER :«- RONALD REAGAN *e JANE WYMAN 
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DIRECTED BY 
Screen Play by Jack Rose and Me! Shavelson « 


DAVID BUTLER | Lyrics by Sammy Cahn « mu: 








From a Story by |. A.L. Diamond « M 
cai Direction by Ray Heindorf 





DETROIT 

Film Exchange Building 

2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
326 No. Illinois St. + 1:00 P.M. 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. + 1:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES 
Warner Screening Room 
2025 S. Vermont Ave. - 
MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. + 10:00 A.M. 


MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 S. tiberty St. + 8:00 P.M. 
NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 P.M. 


CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Sueening Room 
Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th + 8:00 P.M. 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Screening Room 

2300 Payne Ave. + 8:30 P.M. 
DALLAS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. 
DENVER 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
2102 Champa St. * 2:00 P.M. 





BUFFALO 
Paramount Screening Room 
464 Franklin St. + 1:45 P.M. 


ALBANY 

‘Warner Screening Room 

79 W. Pearl St. + 12:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA 

220th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. N.W. » 2:30 P.M. 
‘BOSTON 
_ RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.M. 


3 


CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S. Church St. » 10:00 A.M. 
CHICAGO DES MOINES 

Warner Screening Room Paramount Screening Room 
1307 So. Wabash Ave. + 1:30 P.M, 1225 High St. + 12:45 P.M. 


2:00 P.M. 





AGAN*DAY*CA 


usic by Jule 











PRODUCED BY 


ALEX GOTTLIEB 


OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
10 North Lee St. + 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Dovenport St. + 1:00 P.M, 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M. 


PITTSBURGH 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 P.M. 


PORTLAND 
Jewel Box Screening Room 


1947 WLW. Kearney St. + 2:00 P.M. 











+ SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South + 3:30 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Republic Pict. Screening Room : = 
221 Golden Gate Ave. + 1:30 P.M. 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 AM. 


$T. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Room 
3143 Olive St. + 1:00 P.M. 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theatre Building 
13th & E Sts. NW. + 10:30 AM. ‘ 
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Impasse on U.S. Pix Into Arg. Continues: 
Drive On for Native Film Protection 


Buenos Aires, July 10. 


The situation here—insofar as it | 
concerns U. S. Motion Picture | 


Assn. of America’s efforts to reach 
an agreement with the Argentine 


economie authorities on future im-| 


y% 
7 





| 


ports of U. S. pix—still remains un- | 


changed. As a result of talks with 
Entertainment Director 
Martinez Paiva, Economic Minister 
Roberto Ares and Finance Minister 
Cereijo, hopes had arisen that a 
solution would be found to the 
impasse during the past week. 
Meanwhile, Jose F. Brignoli, 
top Argentine economic expert, has 
left for the States, to join in dis- 
cussions started by a Joint Com- 
mission of U. S.-Argentine eco- 


Claudio | 


nomic experts, seeking means of | 


Argentina’s dollar 
increased American 


increasing 


revenue, by 


purchases of Argentine products, | 


leading in turn to more exports of 
U. S. goods to Argentina. 
Pressure for increased protec- 
tion on the part of Argentine pro- 
ducers has cuiminated in a petition 
to the government to declare films 
an “essential industry” of ‘‘ma- 
tional interest.” This move is spon- 
sored by the Arbitration Board of 
the Film Industry, headed by En- 
tertainment Director Paiva, and by 
the government-sponsored Film In- 


dustry Labor Union, headed by ac- | 


tor Julio Alcaraz. 


Danish Radio Still Lacks 
Drama Head; Werner Out 


Copenhagen, July 5. 
There are no takers for the port 
of drama department head of the 


Danish Stasradiofoniens following | 
of Hans! 


the recent withdrawal 
Werner due to ill health. Resigned 
chief had been severely attacked in 
the past by the press, which criti 
cized his work. 


Since Werner’s exit the state 


radio has offered the job to sev-| 


eral of Denmark's top radio writers 
and dramatists, including Leck 
Fischer and Sven Clausen. Every- 
one, however, has declined. Their 
reluctance has been ascribed to 
the fact that the position, despite 
the pension that goes with it, is 
not too well paid. Duties also are 


|irksome, for the department head 
| has to find and produce more than 


| 


Figures for the six months of | 
1949, showing what pix have Been | 


released, are symptomatic of the 
current nationalistic trend. Of a 
total of 232 pix released, 38 were 
of national production, against 128 
Hollywood pix, of which 25 were 
reissues. The British were in the 
majority as regards European ma- 
terial, with 
by the Italians, with nine—all re- 
leased in the past two months, 


18 releases, followed | 


since the ban on Italian films was | 


removed once an agreement “for 


distribution of Argentine material | 


in Italy had been reached. The 


French had six pix released, the | 


Mexicans and Spanish five each. A 


50 ether dramas annually. 


Seek Exchange 
Of Europe Legits 


Zurich, July 9. 
The ITI (International Theatre 
Institute), an organization founded 
a year ago and_ sponsored by 
UNESCO, held its second Congress 
June 27 to July 2 in Zurich. 
Founder of ITI is J. B. Priestley. 





tAbout 60 representatives from 23 


countries participated in the Con- 
gress, which first took place in 
1948 in Prague. President of the 
executive committee is Llewellyn 


Rees, manager of London’s Old 
Vic. U. S. rep at the Congress 
was Rosamond Gilder, of the 


American National Theatre and 


| Academy. 


novel feature of this year’s releases | 


has been the number of German 
pix shown, but of the total of 17, 
13 were reissues of very old ma- 
terial distributed by Astoria Films. 





More Unbiased News In 
Radio Than Newspapers, 


According to Jap Poll 19°. 


Tokyo, July 5. 
Nearly 53% of Japan’s radio lis- 
teners think they get more news, 
and less biased reports, through 
their radios than they do from 


newspapers, according to a survey |is to be handled by an interna- 


just concluded by the Cultural Re-| 


search Institute of the Broadcast- 
ing Corp. of Japan. The survey, 
seventh in a series inaugurated this 
year, sampled the opinions of 4,- 
881 scientifically-selected listeners 
Only 3.8% of those polled said 
they thought newspapers were 
fairer and less biased in their news 
reports than the nation’s radio. 
throughout Japan. 
More than 43% said they regarded 
the two media as equal in fairness 


| tional 


Results of the Congress include 
the preparation of an “Interna- 
Theatre Week,” suggested 
by the U. S. and definitely to be 


| decided upon during next year’s 


Congress; the publication of an 
international illustrated theatrical 
magazine, appearing at first twice 

year and later on four to six 
times a year, if successful. The 
first two issues are planned for 


Another important resolution is | 


one to stimulate the exchange of 
guest troupes through different 
countries, in order to revive inter- 


national relations among theatres | 


all over the world. This exchange 


sum guaranteed by UNESCO.) 


| Furthermore, a monthly bulletin | 


will be issued, reporting on all | 
new plays or musicals throughout | 
the world. 

Next year’s ITI Congress will | 
embrace a_ special Congress of 


/Theatrical Architecture, to discuss 


or so close that they couldn't give | 


either the nod. Only 27% said 
they obtained more news from 
newspapers—not too surprising in 
view of the fact that Nipponese 
dailies are limited by a paper 
Shortage to a single sheet (two 
Pages). 

Radio was way out in front 
(85%) in giving “hot” news. The 
only question in which newspapers 
found favor was on completeness 
of news. 
Papers, while 32.7% 
news was fuller. 


said radio 


_ticipants were 
' performances at Zurich theatres as 


Nearly 50% voted for the | 


While the reputation of the Nip- | 
ponese press for fairness and im-| 


partiality seems to have taken an 
awful licking from the radio, it is 


interesting to note that the BCJ | 


news room obtains nearly all of its 
foreign and national news from the 
Kyodo News Service, Japan’s only 

ationwide news agency, which 
Supplies the same reports to virtu- 
ally every daily in Japan. 





. , . . . 4 

Eire’s Visiting Longhairs 
Dublin, July 5. 

Longhair guest conductors—12 
of them—received a total of $10,- 
862 in fees and $1,154 in expenses 
for appearances with the Ragio 
Eireann symphony orch during the 
past 18 months. 
“ Usual policy is to bring in a con- 
nental conductor for a one-month 
Stay with the orch. 


the problems of today’s standard 
and tomorrow’s prospects of archi- 
tecture in modern stages. | 

After resignation of J. B. Priest- 
ley as president, he was made 
honorary president, with Dr. Emil 
Oprecht, president of the Schau- 
spielhaus, Zurich, elected new 
president of ITI. Congress par- 
invited to special 


well as receptions and parties 
given by the Zurich authorities in 
their honor. 





Pahlen Pacts Romance 
For Paris-Rome Film. 


Rome, July 12. 
Victor Pahlen arrived last night 
(11) in Rome and announced that 
he will start a new picture Sept. 
15, starring Vivian Romance. Ex- 





steriors will be made in Paris, and 


the interiors in Rome. Pahlen re- 


cently completed the pic, “Pirates | 


{ 


of Capri,” made entirely in Italy, 
starring Louis Hayward, and fea- | 
turing Alan Curtis, Binnie Barnes | 
and William C. Tubbs. ; | 
Pahlen will fly to New York | 
July 18 to complete final arrange- | 
ments for a major distribution of 
“Pirates.” It’s believed Motion | 
Picture Sales Corp. will handle pic 
in the U. S. Film marks the first 
time Miss Romance will speak Eng- 
lish in a picture. Picture Is being 
financed privately in America. 





| enthusiastically 


| study in characterization it 
| treat for the sophisticated, but the 
‘tional convention and to be cov-| 
'ered financially through a certain | sergeant by Peter Ustinov, although | 


Russ Nix Festivals 


Cannes, July 12. 


Refusal of the Soviet Union to 
participate in international film 
festivals to be held here and in 


— 


|reported, by the revised 
laws, which Russia feels are dis- 
| criminatory. 

U.S.S.R. feels that the organ- 
izers of the festivals are showing 


favoritism in permitting the U. S. | 


to enter eight films here and 12 
at Venice, while they are limited 
to one picture at each festival. 





New Cochran Musical, 
Tom Arnold Ice Show, 
Meller Stir London 


London, July 12. 

Summer entertainment in the 
shape of an ice show, a doubtful 
musical and a meller that looks 
like a hit, opened here last week. 
Devised and staged by Gerald 
Palmer, Tom Arnold’s presentation 
of “Ice Vogues,’ which bowed at 
the Stoll theatre July 15, is a 
{lavishly mounted spectacle. Cecilia 
comedian Richard Hearne 
heavily. 

A tragic love story with lilting 
music, concerning a_ Ruritanian 
princess and a boxer in Edwardian 
England, “Tough at the Top,” 
opened at the Adelphi theatre July 
15. Written by A. P. Herbert, with 


scores 





music by Vivian Ellis, the show 
has been artistically staged by 
Wendy Toye. Presented by Sir 


Charles B. Cochran in association 
with Lord Vivian, ‘‘Touch” is mag- 
nificently sung and danced, with 
Maria D’Attili and George Tozzi 
scoring individual triumphs. John 
Clements did the choral arrange- 
ments and the sets were designed 
by Oliver Messel. The musical, 
received by the 
public but with mixed critical re- 
ception, marks the first time Coch- 
ran has opened a show without 
trying it out in the provinces. 

The first in a series of produc- 
tions to be staged both here and 
in the U. S. under the new part- 
nership of Peter Daubeny and 
Donald Flamm, ‘‘The Late Edwina 
Black” was put on at the Ambas- 


sadors theatre July 12. William 
Dinner and William Morum have 
written an interesting mystery, 


which develeps a tense whodunit 
situation. A cast of four, com- 
prising Stephen Murray, Catherine 
Lacey, Raymond Huntley and Bea- 
trice Varley. gives vivid portray- 
als. Show looks like it will weather 
‘the heatwave. 

Eric Linklater’s latest play, 
“Love in Albania,” which moved 
/up to the West End after its tryout 
| in the suburbs, is as rich in wit as 
it is deficient in plot values. As a 
is a 


caricature of an American MP 


richly appreciated by the audience 
at the St. James’ theatre, might be 
questioned in the U. S. If it can 
hold out during the heatwave it 
should be set for a steady season. 





Legit actress Irene Lopez Here- 
dia at Comedia, Barcelona, pre- 
sented Pirandello’s ‘‘La Verdad de 
Cada Cual’” (‘‘Everyone’s Truth’’) 
in Spanish version by Ildefonso 
Grande. Mme. Heredia’s com- 
pany intends staying in Barcelona 
all summer, 








Current London Shows | 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, July 19. 
“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (9). | 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co’'ls’m (111). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (12). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (14). 
“Black Chiffon,’ West (12). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (17). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (1). | 
“Foolish Gent’w’n,” Duch. (21). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (69). 
“Harvey,” Wales (29). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (25). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp (4). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (4). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (1). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (11). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (18). 
“Love Albania,” St. Jas. (1). 
“Male Animal,” New (4). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (116). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (7). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (33). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (9). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (33). 
“Song of Norway,” Palace (2). 
“Third Visitor,” York's (6). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (119). 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (1). 
“Walking Shadow,” Playh’se (4). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (117). 
“Young & Fair,” St. Martins (4). 


| 


Venice this year, is motivated, it’s | 
entry | 


| Colledge dominates the show and | 


Setup Muddled 


Mex Fire-Explosion Causes 5006 


| 
| 





Loss to Col. Films; Other Holacausts 





Loewenthal Gets Europe 
| Bid on Mex-Made Film 


| Mexico City, July 19. 

Rodolfo Loewenthal, 
pic producer, is mulling offer 
‘from the Paris office of Peliculas 
| Mexicanos, Mexican world film dis- 
| tributor, made by its European 
|chief, William Karol, to dub in 
French, English, German and Ital 
ian, his “Algo Flota en El Agua’”’ 
(“Something Floats on the Water’’) 
for exhibition in Europe. 

Loewenthal’s latest release, “‘La 
Dama del Velo” (“The Veiled 
Lady”), starring Libertad La- 
marque, Argentinian songstress, 
has just done two big weeks at 
the Cine Mariscala here. 





Portugal Pix : 


| Lisbon, July 12. 

Situation of the Portuguese 
cinema industry remains unsettled 
and all the promises made _ by 
Spanish capitalist Antonio Re- 
dondo, who in May succeeded in 
taking control of all three produc- 
ing studios in Lisbon, have thus 
far been unfulfilled. 

Only one picture has been com- 
pleted—‘‘Fire,” starring Isabel de 
Castro and legit actor Raul de 
Carvalho. It is a domestic drama, 
about firemen, which has 


running at the firstrun San Luiz | 
for two weeks. Other three Portu- | 
guese pictures, which were begun | 


months ago, are on the shelf for 
the time being and all studio per- 
| sonnel and artists are out of work. 

Producer Cesar de Sa has been 
nominated general manager of the 


| 


European | 


Cinelandia Studios, owned by Re- 


dondo. 
color production of 


ernment and 


De Sa has been studying 
films with a 
subsidy from the Portuguese gov- 
intends putting the 
Cinelandia to work again, perhaps 


with a color film. 
The San George cinema, built 
by J. Arthur Rank in the center 


of Lisbon, is almost completed and | 
will be opened in October. There | 
Monu- | 
mental cinema, a new house seat- | 


are hopes also that the 


|ing 2,000, will open in November. | 





MONTE CARLO SUMMER 


} 


| By MARGARET GARDNER 
Nice, July 10. 


SPORTING CLUB OPENS 


More than 300 attended the Bros 


— oe 


Mexico City, July 19. 

A mystery fire-explosion, Mexti- 
co’s worst of the kind, hit Colum- 
bia Pictures Thursday (14), hard, 
with loss of 600 pix and 10 copies, 
totaling 8,000 reels, destroyed, for 
damage of about $500,000. Insur- 
ance coverage was only $6,000. Co- 
lumbia had negatives safely else- 
where and many pix on exhibition 
in the provinces. Columbia is con- 
tinuing biz at temporary offices. It 
had fixed to move Aug. 1. “Shock- 
proof” had been delivered to the 
Cine Orfeon here five minutes be- 
fore the disaster. Cinema is ex- 
ploiting that bit of luck in bally- 
hooing the pic. 

Thirty-two of the 42 employees 
were more or less badly hurt, and 
one was missing. Firemen found 


ithe charred corpse of the missing 


man, Fernando Escalante de! Cas- 
tillo, packing room helper, in the 
warehouse ruins in the cellar. His 


llegs had been blown off, making 
|him helpless to escape. Serge Ko- 


ger, manager, and Sidney Bruck- 
ner, homeoffice exec, were behinds 
locked doors, phoning the New 


York office at the time. Help had 
to break in. Koger and Bruckner, 
with Gustavo Gomez Sameniego, 
assistant manager, who strove to 
put cut fire that began in the pack- 
ing department, then gave the fire 
alarm. 

A city government commission 
of five experts is probing origin 
of the fire. An electric current 
short-circuit is believed to be most 
probable reason. Several pix of 
Cantinflas (Mario Moreno), pic- 
stage comic, which Columbia dis- 
tributes, were lost. 


j —-——_— 


been | 


Barcelona 50G Blaze 

Barcelona, July 20. 
Fire broke out at the Ballesteros 
Studios in Chamberi, close to Mad- 
rid, Wednesday (13), causing $50,- 
000 damage. Fire started in a pro- 
jecting room and passed rapidly 
/on to #sound stage with sets ready 
for filming. Fire was brought un- 

der control in about two hours. 
Five firemen were badly injured 
and one of them, Javier Ibanez, 
isn’t expected to recover. Set burnt 


belonged to pic “39 Cartas de 
Amor” (“39 Love Letters’). How- 
ever, studios will continue work- 
ing. 


Filipino $150,000 Fire 
Manila, July 12. 


| Spontaneous combustion of cel- 
luloid films was believed by police 
investigators to have started the 
| $150,000 fire which destroyed the 
|Liwayway Pictures Studios in 
Quezon city, northwest of Manila. 

Studios were totally destroyed, 
together with their contents, con- 
sisting of films and equipment. 
'Finished films of the Nolasco 
Production, another local 


} 


opening gala of the Summer Sport- _pic company, were among those 
ing Club at Monte Carlo July 8.’ lost in the burned building. 


The Club, situated by the shore of 
the Mediterranean, is one of the 
‘favorite drinking, dancing and 
'gambling spots of Americans on 
the Riviera who made up half of 
the evening’s guests. 
Entertainment highlight of the 
evening was the appearance of 
French comedian Jacques Tati, 
who sprang into prominence with 


his film, “Jour de Fete,” which he | 
| produced and starred. An excellent | 


mimic, he was in turn a boxer, a 
football player, and a fisherman 
and ended his stint by mimicking 


(fast and slow action). 


As far as fashions were con- 
rule. 


cerned, comfort was the 
Evening dresses showed no fixed 
length, they were’ knee-length, 


ing the floor. 
As far as men’s fashions, this 
the 


dinner’ jackets: 


‘the newsreel of a tennis match > 


| 





Portuguese Legit In 
Doldrums; Only One 
Play on Since June 


Lisbon, July 12. 





Only one theatre has opened in 
the whole of Portugal since early 
June, the Variedades in Lisbon, 
presenting a drama by Brazilian 
author Joracy Camargo. Latter’s 
plays have long been banned in the 


(Iberian peninsula on account of 


| calf-length, ankle-length or sweep-| 


his alleged leftist tendencies. 

A touring company from the Lis- 
bon Apollo theatre closed at the 
end of June. A Spanish company, 
“The Kids from Sevilla,” which 


'had quite a success in Lisbon and 


the provinces, went back to Spain, 


season sees a variety of colors in| the Portuguese Artists Syndicates 
traditional having refused to renew its work 


white, and also gray, cream, gray- permit. 


blue and dark blue. 

Two bands, those of Aime 
Barelli and Sylvain David, enter- 
tained for dancing, and later the 
Spanish dancers from Carmen 
Amaya’s company, Teresa & Lui- 
sillo, appeared. 

At the end of the gala dinner, 
the guests were treated to an 
elaborate display of ‘fireworks. 


After the fireworks there remained | 


the choice of going to the roof-top 
dance floor or to the gambling 
rooms. 





Nicholas Bros. head a show at 
the Bernini, Rome, which includes 
Luciana Dolliver and a pic, “La 
Via delle Stelle,” or “Stardust,” 
with Linda Darnell. 


Impresarios Amelia Rey Colaco 
and Robles Monteiro, who for 30 
years operated at the Tearto Na- 
cional in Lisbon, didn’t get their 
concession renewed and have given 
back the playhouse to the Ministry 
of Education. The theatre will 
function, next winter, under the 
management of some artists and 
authors picked by the government. 


At the moment, impresario Piero 
Bernardon is rehearsing, at the 


_ Avenida theatre, a new revue star- 
|ing Irene Isidro and Joao Villaret. 


Rosa Mateus is rehearsing, at the 
theatre Maria Vittoria, another re 
vue starring Brazilian songstress 
Lili Moreno, who comes to Portu- 


‘gal via Madrid. 
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Metro Points to Its Upped 267, Film 
































| Anti-Amus, Tax Moves 


Die in Ohio Assembly 
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Less Shooting | 
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a OY DIZ As the 98th Ohio General As- ig a : | 
nipmenis as Evidence 0 sembly’ shut up shop Saturday (16), | “Scene ,of,,the Crime.” iBatte Co tte ciety” ana the ee 
: ™ , imism? | plenty of legislation died wah | “The Duchess of Idaho.” Saving | cenily completed “Terror.” Both 
Mounting choru pectic ape {WHICH MERE neve aectes Sheasre | to the studio is obvious, in view of | are police mellers, utilizing similar 
over current distribution business Minn. Amus. Taxes He a ji ae ete owners and Johnson's $5,000-a-week take | locales and themes. “Quietly,” 
, ger a lin z elevision set-sellers. peokeape-e- wees , | is : 
ene is — ciohee ey : con Show Biz Increase A bill introduced in the Senate hee 4 age ages org eS a dee, "ee 
portant addition ye sterday 4 Minneapolis, July 19. to reimpose a state-wide tax on | Gene Kell were cast in two apiece rected by Felix Feist, breasted the 
when William F. Rodgers, Metro's Things haven’t been too bad in amusement admissions (removed pagar pe mo ie schedule; this year| tape in 16. 
sales chief, declared: “I am being «ne amusement line in Minnesota two years ago) died for lack of it’s three. Gable’s are “Any Num-| Don Hartman-has found that by 
realistic when I say that I believe for the federal government's fiscal — tutes ten tae Genihn withans | SOE: CaN Play,” “Key to the City” | instigating a five-day rehearsal 
the future is brig’\t-—the signs are year ending June 30, according to Pecnicts are Sag agg nebo the | and “To Please a Lady”; Miss Ally- period ahead of filming for “Christ- 
ain to be otherwise than opti- internal revenue department's | Pot’ ee emits by 50% and |son’s are “The Big Hangover,” | mas Gift,” also at RKO, he can 
ee meee figures for the period, just made (OS! OF tiquor permits by ove ane | “Summer Stock” and “A Matter of pare his shooting time to 42 days 
mistic.” public. ved weagag Phas 4 —. sama Fact”: Kelly's are “On the Town,’ | 16 days under the number he re- 
To back this statement, Rodgers Admission taxes for the 1948-49 ga election an@ inauguration | inne Knife’ and “An American in! quired for his previous producer- 
cited the hard fact that his sien fiscal year amounted to $6,893,000 Defeated was a proposal to boost Paris.” ; preggo cy “Every Girl Should 
pany’s total film shipments have in- and were only $5,000 off, an in- the take in state liquor profits from | Stars Work Harder e Married. 
creased 26° since the bevinning of finitesimal percentage, from the 30 to 35%. | Greer Garson’s sole stint for 1948 _ Extra Cameras Used ; 4 
the vear. The Charlctte, N. C., ex- record - breaking 1947-48, ; whic n The house-passed bill to ban | was “Julia Misbehaves. This year Time has been saved and pic- 
shan se, one of the company’s chalked up $6,898,000. Cabaret tax ¢.)evision sets in autos within sight | she’s inked for four—“The Forsyte | torial effectiveness increased on 
. se sje 2790 film shioments Collections actually showed a gain (¢ the driver was not acted on by | Saga,” “The Miniver Story,” “Eu-| studio’s Tim Holt gallopers by use 
a eat ee oe ae -q for 1948-49 over the previous fiscal 4). Senate. Also defeated w: n ropa” and “Mr. Imperium.” Wal- of twc cameras. As much of the 
ast week alone, he id. a recorc uh ali 834.000 compared to the Senate. so defeated was an I A aga “es ta Seotnas 3 td ne - 
for any exchange. Whi'e fisures YCa?. totaling $834, Ps act granting power to the governor | ter Pidgeon ditto; last | year, footage in an “ oor drama is 
are not available tb trons'>te these $822,000. to remove sheriffs failing to en- | “Julia”; this year, Forsyte, “The — prone use of two cameras en- 
shipments in terms of do'!or boost Even during the latter half of force gambling laws and to have Red Danube, Minerva and “The | abled came rmen to catch opposite 
in business, Rodgers affirmed that the fiscal year, during the current gambling places padlocked. | Varmint.” Same for Gloria De. angles of a scene, with the best 
Metro's distribution take is up. year, the amusement and cabaret Haven, whose solo for 48 was a_ used in final editing. On occasion, 
His statement comes » week after tax collections held up well, show- ° loanout to UI, and whose 1949 three cameras have been used. As 
one made by Robert Mochrie, ing gains for several of the 1949 | chores are ‘Scene,” “Michael Cor-|a result, Holt’s last picture, “Ari- 
RKO's sales topper. which flatly months over the corresponding pe- oug On ms i day, M. D.” (formerly “Bodies and zona Ambush, came through in 12 
declared that the turning noint had riods a year ago. | Souls’’), “Right Cross” and “Stock. | day S, compared with 16 for last 
been reached and that sales are @ | Janet Leigh jumps from a pair) years Gun Smugglers. 
now climbing. The Rod-zers’ con- |] — . : in °48 to three for Leo this year| Production department at 20th- 
clusion is: “I don’t think we have MPSC "I RKO 0 ax Ice and one on loanout to RKO. Same Fox has geared itself right down 
a lot to .wo about concerning Ss. applies to ag bmn — oo = — oo barn nee oneal King 
r business.” ager Tashi , Montalban. Spencer Tracy has brought “12 O’Clock High” in on 
oS ~ vet in the industry, | Continued from page 7 re PO gaping ng A ie upped from one (“Edward, My the nose, despite tricky locations, 
said he has been “throveh various that RKO has indicated an inten- | PP ilo, sa tax dinaend still pati Son”), to three—‘‘Malaya,” “Adam's “Pinky” came in on time also, de- 
recessions and denressions and tion to switch the title “After the | 4)., greeter oe pe (18) whon Rep Rib” and “Ferguson.” Thesps | spite John Ford's mid-picture ill- 
have watched with interest a Storm” to “Stromboli.” RKO pic Robert L Doughton of North Caras upped from one apiece to two each ness, with Elia Kazan brought in 
repetition of things thet hannened was recently made on the island line chairman of the Ways and| °° far include Deborah Kerr, Ann we figure in advance the length 
years ago.” He added: “I don’t of the same name by Roberto Ros- Means Committee. made clear that Sothern, Fred Astaire, Van Heflin, of film exhibitors want and shoot 
think anything will hen»~en that is sellini with Ingrid Bergman iy would pigeonhole anne poser George Murphy, Claude Jarman, it accordingly. It all adds up to Pa 
going to impair the public interest starring. MPSC is bankrolling and legislation pia if the ” Senate Jr., Jane Powell, Robert Taylor better preparation—and economy 
in films or that there wi'l be any distributing an Italian locale film should pass it “~~ | and Red Skelton. ; without sacrifice of quality.” 
serious inroads affecting the in- being produced and directed by |” Renate Pinanne Committee has Cyd Charisse, idle 12 months, is| From UI: “We have cut down 
dustry.” William Dieterle and __ starring | approved ‘ aitaeahion él the ex. | Making up for it with three assign-| approximately 25% in the past 
No Holding Back Product Anna Magnani and Rossano Brazzi. cise taxes ‘in, Menke prewar level ments—"Tension,” “East Side, year. A picture like ‘Sword in the 
Announcing a boost to three pix It is the Casanave claim that | A sleatoe ait) hen teane ichieienall | West Side” and “Tahiti.” Kathryn! Desert,’ which took 54 days this 
monthly for the bal2nee of the year MPSC is entitled to the label be- in the Seuss by Rep. Joseph W Grayson is pencilled in for three,| year, would have taken 72 a year 
plus two specials, “Intruder in the cause its publicity since January Martin + alles Sane the GOP against 1948’s one: “The Midnight ago. Our Technicolor westerns 
Dust” and “Battlegrovn’ ” he said ‘has referred to “Stromboli.” Casa- Mewes toate However Doughton Kiss,” “Kiss of Fire’ and “Show | used to be shot in 38 days; now we 
that ‘we intend to put or” the mar- nave telephoned the MPAA’s Title hee , . ead the Martin bill and Boat.” |do them in 32. The Abbott & Cos- 
ket every good picture the studio Registration Bureau June 10, ane pose - will de the same to | Greater Shooting Speed | tello pictures have been cut down 
can make and as fast »s the market notifying it that MPSC would file any Senate legislation ’ | Same holds true at Paramount, | from 42 days to 37 and the Donald 
can absorb them.” gb ae title cay ounce n ee . a gongergo rss : ; ‘ z where a yoeman job —— ng 'O’Connors from 46 to 38.” 
will never hold back oe” nraduct,” | Action was taken June ut since 1946 in cutting schedules, at; « +99 “ 
he continued, “because the time to had registered the same title the > the same time increasing i TI fgg nad gay Paes 
release them is when vou have day before. Cacanave partners Fabian values. Schedules have dropped | yersary” and “Blondie’s Night Out” 
them. A good picture can do well with Neil Agnew in MPSC. from 55-day average in 1946 to 41-| shat. two years ago in 19 and 22 
anytime in the year.” Continued from page 3 Same day averages this year. Following days. respectively. This vear’s 
hz ee, ee ey tempts to line up programs with- | is studio's own time-check on itself: | sjate is down to a flat 14 days. The 
aod dade ae -astiemgpheanse age sg at Jolson’s 2-a-Day out assurances of reasonably priced | “a Mo, of shoring, | Charles Starrett 1947 oater, “West 
the studio of increasine the volume equipment. P ++; Se 17 5.23 days | of Sonora,” took 13 days; this 
of production. “It is «vite avnarent | Continued from page 1 | Depends on Attractions Rte 2 i pe year’s “Trail to Laredo” took nine, 
we will make manv more and re- Gardner, et al. are, most of them . ola mri A ve — $25 ed 1949... ..s000 9 (to date) 41.33 days Planning Ahead 
lease many more. The release of steeped in the vaudeville tradition. a ce by R ia Ce aa cmer-|,.52Vings achieved through speed How careful pre-production 
three pictures month!v is more Todd is counting on Jolson to give x 2 ~ ti ment aval ble early | ace Shesien 3 spraeeaene Sons | PAE See Seanve peneseain 
than we have done in the past.” impetus to the others. a . ir nab ton bad “rf 1 with star names, better writing,| of cast and crew before uae aa 
| Showman planed Monday (18) to be Pie ian Saw Bact : Pe, a purchase of better and costlier | starts can lower shooting time an 
TOA the Coast with the expectation of . eo id f that iv properties, and other elements. expense is well illustrated by 
signing Jolson, with whom he told sooo cane ee gh ne due” | Comparisons chosen at random | RKO’s “Bed of Roses.” The Joan 
Small-EL Deal associates he had reached a verbal “Moreowen I can compete ait, Show how the drop has been|Fontaine-Robert Ryan-Zachary 
aan Ue Gua ak be 4 Moreover, I can compete with achieved. In 1946 Cecil B. De Mille | Scott starrer has a 35-day sched- 
——= Continued from page 7 Se out a week during which he vcr’ bar in Brooklyn and still made “Unconquered” in 88 days;|Ule. A year ago Nicholas Ray, 
and is loath to extend itself would sign various other top acts. w~ gt acral Fabian declares: | this year he made “Samson and | Who's directing, was guiding ane 
further. | It's understood Todd expects to “There sre vlenty of people who | Delilah,” also in Technicolor, in| other top-budget, three-star film 
Talks on financing were shelved | pay about $20,000 a week for talent would PA ge a gone oc Si of | 02; Other comparisons: + 
because Semenenko, an active par- and that the weekly nut for the a theatre and see an event on a Shooting 
ticipator in discussions, was _tick- two-a-day will be around $35,000- 24-foot screen rather than sit on a Year os Picture Star schedule 
eted for a European trip. Seme- | $40,000. The idea is a $3 top for par stool or stand. Give me the 1946...... - “Welcome Stranger”.......Bing Crosby 57 days 
nenko pulled out Thursday (14) | matinees and $6 evenings. At that equipment and I'll take my 1949........."Riding High”...... +e++. Same 47 days 
leaving the confabs in agreement scale, the operation could gross chances, providing, of course, the 1946.........“Wild Harvest”. ...... -++.-Alan Ladd 49 days 
ou winciate. | 08000 ae aaeee & week ; » Pp , wes 1949.........“After Midnight”. .... eee. Same 36 days 
. event is something out of the ee a © ahs y 
While the lawyers put the deal| Todd reportedly plans to extend ordinary That Walcott-Charles 1946........ . Where There’s Life”......Bob Hope 51 days 
on paper, Small is turning his at- the two-a-day shows over a circuit fight—and it was nothing to talk 1949........ ‘Sorrowful Jones”..... -... Same 41 days 
tention to other matters. He is of four or more cities, probably in- ahout—proved I could sell out.” 1947......... ere Betty Hutton 47 days 
pre to tg sare in a ee a cluding Philadelphia, Boston, Chi-| Consequently, the Fabian Fox 1949......... “Red, Hot and Blue”...... Same 40 days 
other week before returning to the! cago and _ possibly Detroit and! wij loon, : ¢ —* 
Coast. If matters keep rolling Cleveland. Bills weal be heid pe 0 Sa agp one p Poca id Poe A Story is the repens everywhere. r k i ‘ 
smoothly, producer will move onto’ over in New York “until it’s pos- i 5 Homecoming came in| to make up for his predecessor s 
the EL let ently in Ausest sible So Geh @ tbat wah p rest of the circuit. As for the gen-|in 67 days in 1947; this year an-| lost time. Delmer Daves, now in 
: ; | ing on an oe ty ae eral theatre TV situation, Fabian is other Gable picture, “Any Num-| Arizona with “War Paint,” will re- 
_— a tagh.” After that a ss ae ur- convinced that the information ber Can ‘Play,” was shot in 38, | turn here this week on schedule 
| willing shows will be Pos A “4 ” are asked of the film industry recently Musicals, too: “On an Island with and will close it in three more 
U and ¥etro Tor ‘the cneuian til “Todd _ |by the Federal Communications | You,” 59 days in 1947; “The Bark- Weeks, after slated interiors. 
| * it te tet a Pan , fo Commission is “the last chance for leys of Broadway,” 42 in ‘49; ‘“Mas-| “More front office planning” is 
}_——} Continued from page 5 ===! acate om “tee arly mammoth exhibitors to get channels.” “If ter of Lassie,” 76 in 1947; “High- the word from Warners. Actors ? 
‘ithdraw from that country if the Also he hopes to” present the top we miss that opportunity, we can | land Lassie,” 39 in ‘49. are rehearsed and ready to go, as ' 
SCA vetnecs better conditions acts with some at of gift which ERTNE Seen See Seen Wh See, Tightened schedules have made in the case of the currently-at-work 


Chief protagonist of this view was 
Paramount but other majors had 
also voiced similar intentions of 











they can keep as a combination 
memento-display for their appear- 
ance. He believes that would hypo 


6-Week Siesta _ 








'more stages available for the huge 
new slate of product on tap at 
Metro. 


are a big factor. Even during 


As elsewhere, rehearsals. 


“Young Man with a Horn,” star- 
ring Kirk Douglas, Lauren Bacall 
and Doris Day. There has been 
further tightening up of scripts, 


reprisal. the frequently-expressed yen of if shooting of tunefi i und tudio’ full-steam- 
’ = “ae Sendinned ¢ ‘ g of tunefilms two units are under’ studio’s new ull-s 

er cae aan denct bane ee es ee ce” Te rom _Pase 3==——< used. In the Arthur Freed unit, ahead production program, so that 

Metro, company which forced pear before live audiences again. time to set bookings for seven Charles Walters directs the book Much fewer hitches will be experi- 


withdrawal from MPEA operations 
in Germany, has already set offices 
for Berlin, Hamburg, Dusseldorf 
and Munich. Sales, booking and 


start within the next few months. 

Szekler planes for the Continent 
today (Wed.) on his way to Frank-- 
furt. He huddles in Poeris over the 
weekend with Harry Novak, U’s 
Continental manager. Szekler was 
manager in Brazil until eight 
months ago when Michael Burger 
took over. He had served as U’s 
chief in Germany from 1928-32. 

Several other companies includ- 
ing Warner Bros. and C>'umbia are 
get to announce their "~v German 
chiefs within a few days. 


_ With the two-a-day likely to go films in a row at the Broadway 
into the Winter Garden, the pro-| Roxy, its No. 1 showcase. While 
| duction of “As the Girls Go,” which | exact dates depend on the length 
recently closed because of the ill-. ( 


ably reopen at the Broadway. After to carry the Roxy through Thanks- 
a week of checkups at the hospital, giving. 
Clark left over the weekend for a Lineup tees off Friday (22) with 
rest in New Hampshire. There may “You’re My Everything,” a Tech- 
not be a decision for several weeks nicolor musical. Following in or- 
on whether he will be able to re- der will be “Slattery’s Hurricane,” 
sume in the musical. “I Married a Male War Bride,” 
If “Girls” goes into the Broad- | ‘Thieves’ Highway,” “Father Was 
way, it would presumably remain a Fullback,” “Three Came Home” 
there until Todd's proposed pro- and “Prince of Foxes.” Latter film 
duction of “My Darlin’ Aida” is will be 20th’s Thanksgiving special 
ready. Then it would be sent on throughout the country and com- 
four and “Aida” put into the’ pany exchanges are already pen- 
i Broadway. cilling in dates on it. 


of run of each film, 20th expects | 
publicity campaigns are slated toyness of Bobby Clark, would prob- the seven pictures, all seenaiaten. | 


‘ 


and Bob Alton the production 

numbers—simultaneously, 
time exactly in half. 
Hollywood Double-Time 

_A frank expression from Colum- 

bia adds to the eye-opening picture 


'of Hollywood on the double-time: 


“In the past year the average 
schedule has been cut from 25% to 
30% on all classes of Columbia 
pictures, from ‘double-A’s’ like ‘Jol- 
son Sings Again’ to serials, and 
we are attempting to tighten them 
up still further. In many cases 
there, “A Woman’s Secret,” with 
Maureen O’Hara, Melvyn Douglas 
and Gloria Grahame. It took 43 
days. 

In the lower-cost field at RKO, 


cutting | 


enced than in the past. 

Republic’s contribution is dem- 
| onstrated by lensing schedules on 
| the Roy Rogers starrers and stu- 
‘dio’s string of top-budget sage 
'brushers. The Rogers schedules 
| have been cut approximately four 
| days apiece. Last year they were 
/running 21 to 22 days; this year 
'they’re running 17 to 18 and hew- 
‘ing to the same quality.  Oaters 
like “Brimstone” and “Crosswinds 
have been brought in in 22 days, 
compared with 26 and 28, respec: 
tively, for 1948’s “The Plunderers 
‘and “The Gallant Legion.” In ad- 
dition, ‘“‘The Cleveland Story” came 
‘in two days under schedule on lo- 
cation, 
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Drive-ins Creating New Audiences 


For Pictures, 


The much-abused — spread 
drive-ins throughout the country ' 
was stoutly defended yesterday 
(Tues.) by William F. Rodgers, dis- 
tribution veepee of Metro, whose 
company is in the midst ‘of an ex- 
haustive survey to find out what 
competition they offer with estab- 
lished theatres.” The ozoners, ac- 
cording to Rodgers, are one of the 
prime factors in bringing in new 


customers who heretofore stayed 
away from flickeries. 

“I’ve made a particular study of 
drive-ins and I find that top pic- 
tures in those places where im- 
portant drive-ins are located are 
doing as much business in regular 
theatres as the year before,” 
Rodgers said. “In these places, 


there are drive-ins, which did not 
exist last year, doing $4,000-$10,- 
000 weekly without regular the- 
atres taking in one iota less.” 

So far, Metro‘s survey indicates 
to Rodgers that “by and large, the 
majority of people attending drive- 
ins are 
lar theatres,” Metro topper 
clared. “Drive-ins do not affect 
regular theatres nearly as much as 
some people believe. If they are 
catering to different people we 
should give them every encourage- 
ment.” 


Rodgers intimated that the open- | 


air flickeries will get reconsidered 
treatment from Metro if early re- 
turns from the survey hold up. 
On this point, he said: “Right now 
we are seeking authentic informa- 
tion as to the degrees of competi- 
tion in order that we may offer 
our product in a playing position 
consistent with their importance 
in their respective areas. In our 
opinion no formula can be made 
that will apply to all drive-in op- 
erations. We believe each must be 
considered individually.” 

“If they are catering to people 
who seldom went to theatres,” he 
added, “and if they are giving 
service to young parents’ with 
small children, or folks who here- 
tofore have had difficulties be- 
cause of infirmities to attend the- 
atres regularly, certainly 
should give them every encourage- 
ment as another department 
motion picture service.” 

New $100,000 Outdoor Spot 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Greensboro’s new $100,000 out- 
door spot, North drive-in, is now 
open. Dennis Scruggs is manager 
of new Reidsville Road ozoner. 
Will accommodate 550 autos. 





10 Drive-Ins in Western N. Y. 
Buffalo. 
_ Ten drive-ins will be operating 
in western New York this summer 
New ozoners’ include’ one 
Rochester, another just 
Batavia and a third between Ba- 
tavia and Stafford. Olean drive- 
in has been opened and another 
near Lockport, blown down this 
winter, is being rebuilt. 


in 


$200,000 Ozoner for Georgia 
Atlanta. 
Stewart drive-in opened here 
recently. Built at cost of $200.- 
060, it is owned by Dixie Drive-In 
Theatres. Has 700-car capacity. 
Otis O'Farrell is manager. 
Starlight drive-in, third ozoner 
here, opened. With 900-car ca- 
pacity, it is one of largest in south. 


$250,000 Wisconsin Drive-In 
: Chicago. 
Spiro and Connie Papas opened 
1,000-auto Keno drive-in at Keno- 
sha, Wis. Spot cost nearly 
$250,000. 


Frisco’s First Ozoner 
San Francisco. 
Frisco’s first drive-in, El Rancho. 
located 10 miles from center of 
city, opened recently. This Robert 
L. Lippert ozoner has 850-car ca- 
pacity. 


F. & M. St. Louis County Ozoner 
St. Louis. 

Local Fanchon & Marco inter- 
ests decided to enter drive-in- field 
in St. Louis county and following 
the purchase of a 200-acre tract 
near Overland, a St. Louis County 
residential settlement, perfected 
plans for 100-car ozonoer with 
many new features. One will be 
four screens to enable the pictures 
to be seen from any angle. 

The recently incorporated Alton 
Amus. Co., headed by Manne 
Schermer and Laurice J. Schweit- 
zer, has lighted the Altwood thea- 
tre, new 500-car drive-in near East 
Alton, Il. 

Fred Sullivan, owner of El Patio, 
nitery near Cairo, Ill., and asso- 


of¢ 











Picture Grosses 


SEATTLE 


Says Bill Rodgers (Continued from page 10) 


‘saw’ (UA) (m.o.). Socko $5,000. | 
‘ ‘ |Last week “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U),| 
ciates are buying a $90,000 drive- hice $2,800 for 7th week downtown. | 


























not those attending regu- | 
de- 


we | 


of | 


outside | 


in on U. S. No. 51 on the outskirts 
of town. | 

Frank Gienn, Tamaroa, IIl., who 
owns a drive-in near Tamaroa and 
houses in that town and in Ashley 
and Ava, Ill., has added a new 
600-car drive-in theatre to his 
chain. on the outskirts of Mt. Ver- 
non, I[Il. 


New $80.000 500-car drive-in 
near Sandoval, Ill, has been 
opened by Roland Robinson and 
associates, of Sandoval. 

Syndicate headed _ by Andy 
Dietz. St. Louis, expect to light a 
new drive-in, built on a 10-acre 
site near Mexico, Mo. 





Syracuse Drive-in Opened 
Syracuse. 
North drive-in, situated on Route 
11, opened recently. It is owned 
and operated by McConnell & Read 
Corp. 


Ohio Open-Airer for July 
Angola, O. 
M. H. Scheidler, owner of two 
theatres in Hartford City, O., and| 
Claire Stukey, Warren, O., exhib, | 
are joint owners of new 700-car | 
drive-in set to open about July 15. 
It is located north of Angola. 


| 

Maine Ozoner Under John Murphy 
Lewiston, Me. | 

The new Lewiston-Drive-In thea- | 
‘tre, scheduled to open soon, will 
be under the management of John 
F. Murphy. Murphy has been 
manager of the Opera house, a film 
theatre house at Waterville, Me., 
for the last three years. 


Opens Near Saratoga 
Saratoga Springs, N. ¥. 

The Malta auto theatre, five 
miles south of Saratoga Springs, 
has been opened under manage- 
ment of Sarto Smalldone, formerly 


in the music business in Glens 
Falls. Capacity is 250 cars. 
The Hudson River’ Drive-In, 


Stillwater, is another new one. 
Frank Cerilli operates it. Capacity 
is 300 cars. 


Bev Miller’s Wrinkle 
Kansas City. 

An angle in constructing drive- 
in theatres has been worked out 
|here by Beverly Miller, head of 
| Miller drive-in theatres. Method 
‘is to build the outdoor screen and 
supporting tower on the ground 
and then raise into position. New 
system saves about one-third of 
costs on this section’ of the theatre 
by eliminating expensive high-al- 
titude wages. Plan first was tried 
out on the 50 Hiway theatre, which 
Miller built and opened at Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., last May. 

One for Laredo 
Laredo, Texas. 

Construction started here on 
450-car drive-in to be owned and 
operated by Robb & Rowley thea- 
tres. 





No Brakes on Drive-ins 
Minneapolis. 
More drive-ins are opening 
the territory. They include the 
Friedman brothers’ ozoner at AI- 
bert Lea, Minn., where they also 
own and operate the only two con- 
ventional theatres; Peter Karalis’ 
drive-in at Mankato, Minn.; the 
W. R. Frank outdoor spot at Owa- 
tonna, Minn., and the J. J. Ludwig 
drive-in at Jamestown, N. D. 
Conn. Dyrive-Ins Thrive 
New Haven. 
Like all Gaul, the local area is 
divided into three parts as far as 
drive-ins are concerned. Now op- 
erating within a 10-mile radius of 
this city are al fresco fiimeries at 


in 





Milford, North Haven and East 
Haven. 

Dean among. star-gazing silver- 
sheets is the one located at Mil- 


ford, which has been doing biz for 


more than a decade. It’s operated | 
by E. M. Loew. Next in line is the | 
New Haven drive-in, which started | 
North | 


activities a year ago at 
Haven. Charles M. Lane handles 
the managerial spot at this 600-car 
open-airer. 

Starting its first season this year 
is the Post Drive-In at East Haven. | 
Philip C. Cahill is head man here 
and capacity is 700 cars. 





Vancouver Frets 
Vancouver, July 19. 
Theatre business in doldrums. 
Many managers considering hang- 
ing ‘gone fishing” sign up and clos- 
ing the doors. 
Niteries here are only getting 
six or seven persons during an eve- 
ning. 


| State-Lake (‘B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
| (2d 


Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84) 
— “Home of Brave’ (UA) and 
“Cover Up” (UA). Great $11,000 
or near. Last week, ‘Happens 
Every Spring’ (20th) and “Night 
Unto Night” (WB) (4th wk), $3,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Girl from Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Daring Caballero” (UA), big $10,- 
000. Last week, “Fountainhead” 
(WB) and “Alimony” (EL), (2d wk), 
good $7,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 


— “The Window” (RKO) = and 
“Daughter of Jungle’ (Rep) plus 
vaude. Fairish $5,000. Last week, 


“Lucky Stiff’ (UA) and “Last Ban- 
dit” (Rep) and vaude, fair, $4,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Big Sieal’” (RKO) and “Stage- 
coach Kid” (RKO). Mild $7,000. 
Last week, “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 
and “Jigsaw” (UA) (2d wk), trim 
$7,800 in 8 days. | 


‘Steal’ Strong $12,000, 
Port.; ‘Stratton’ Ditto 


Portland, Ore., July 19. 
Biz is not too bad this week in 
view of hot weather and transient 





“Stratton Story” look best bets. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘Lady Gambles” (U) and/| 
“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep). Okay | 
$7,000. Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle” | 
(U) and “Smokey Mountain Mel-| 
ody” (Col) (3d wk), nice $7,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Smokey 
Mountain Melody” (Col) (4th wk). 
Good $4,000. Last week, ‘Red 
Menace” (Rep) and “Duke of Chi- 
cago” (Rep), $3,800. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Big Steal” (RKO) and “Night Un- 
to Night” (WB) (4 days), day-date | 
with Paramount. Solid $3,500. Last 
week, “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Hold Baby” (Mono), oke $6,700. 

Orpheum ‘H-E) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and ‘‘Hold 
Baby” (Mono) (2d wk). Big $8,000. 
Last week, $13,400. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
|“Big Steal” (RKO) and “Night Un- 
ito Night” (WB), also Oriental. Fine 


$8,500 or near. Last week, “Sand” | 
(20th) and “Lost Tribe” (Col), $9,- | 
700 


United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“‘Stratton Story” (M-G). Sock 
$12,000. Last week, ‘“Neptune’s 
Daughter” (M-G) (3d wk), $6,000. 





‘Joe Young’ Sockeroo 


| 
| 


206, Buff; ‘Africa’ 146 


Buffalo, July 19. 
Real news here this round is the 
|}smash trade being rolled up by 
i‘‘Mighty Joe Young,” at Century. 
“Fountainhead” also is sock, while 
“Africa Screams” is doing well. 
Estimates for This Week 


| “Africa 
“Streets 
Good $14,000. 
tune’s Daughter” 
nice $1,000. 
Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 


(UA) 
Francisco” 
Last week, 
M-G) (2d 


Screams” 
San (Rep). 
“Nep- 

wk), 


—‘Fountainhead”’ (WB). Great 
$20,000 or better. Last week, “Sor- 
rowful Jones” (Par) (2d wk), big 


$14.000. 

Hipp ‘Par) (3,400; 40-70)—“Sor- | 
rowful Jones” (Par) (m.o.). Sock 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 
and “House on 92d St.” (20th) (re- 
issues), $5,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)—~ 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) and “Never 
Lovelier” (Col) (reissues). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Lady Gam- 
bles’ (U) and “Secret St. Ives” 
(Col), nice $15,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)\—“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) 
and “Trouble Makers” (RKO). Ter- 
rific $20,000. Last week, “Red 
Menace” (Rep) and “Grand Canyon 
Trail” (Rep), $8,000. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 11) 
$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (29th| 


wk). Slipping some to $4,000. Last 
week, $4,300. 








—‘“Any Number Can Play” (M-G) 
wk). Passable $15,000. Last 
week, trim $23,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 50- 


98\—"‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) and | 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissues), Not | 
bad for oldies at $13,000. Last | 


| tion-distribution unit from 


| 


| 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


By using the Paramount Newsreel story on the novel Independence 
Day fireworks display at the N. Y. Music Hall midway in its current 
stageshow, the Hall is tipping patrons in advance on the novel fireworks 
finale that winds up the Fourth of July Pageant now on the stage, Par 
News did the story before the show opened about four weeks ago, gq 
that almost from the initial showing, Music Hall patrons have been 
given a preview of what they soon actually see on the stage. Aside 


from this novelty factor, this undoubtedly is reassuring to the more 
timid in the audience when the actual electrically-conceived fireworks 


display breaks out on the stage. 


The Independence Day Pageant, 
year, is highlighted by this fireworks stunt. 


developed into a big feature this 
It required more than a 


year to work out, costing about $50,000 and lasts only about three 


minutes on the stage. 


New records for total coin and length of run this year at N. Y. p: 
“Sorrowful 
weeks plus three days last week at the Par flagship. 


mount were racked up by 


ara- 
wound up five 
Picture grosseq 


Jones,” which 


$370,000, biggest coin for any production in 1948 and also the longest 


run film of year. 
“Road To Rio,” 
higher grosser. 


the Hope-Crosby 


The new Bob Hope comedy topped the five weeks of 


starrer, although the latter was a 


“Rio,” however, had the benefit of Washington Birth- 


day week and Easter week trade of 1948. 


“Sorrowful” also beat the 
49) and grossed $322,000. 
showing despite record heat. 


with “Sorrowful.” 


Resignation of Abe Platt as exec 
atre wing highlights the defunct 
building plans overseas. 


mark 
comedy, which ran four weeks including Christmas-New Year’s 


set by “Paleface,” another Hope 


(1948. 


The newest Hope picture made this strong 
Louis Prima band headed the stageshow 


with Paramount’s international the- 
nature of Par’s ambitious theatre- 


Platt, a theatre engineer, was responsible for 


the planning and construction of Par’s Tacna theatre, deluxer in Lima, 


Peru. That house is the last to be 


war blueprints for a flagship in every capital in the world. 


built as part of the company’s post- 
Platt goes 


to the Balaban & Katz chain, Par’s Chicago subsid, where he will super- 


vise the Northside group. 


Crippling currency restrictions, 


Overseas theatre wing of the parent com- 
'name attractions. “Big Steal’ and’ pany remains under the supervision of Lou Lazar. 


impossibly high cost of construe- 


tion and uncertain economic conditions have combined to axe all plans 


for overseas theatre expansion. 


Top-brass three-man committee has been named by Barney Balaban, 
Paramount’s prez, to speed up the physical separation of Par’s produc- 


the 


theatre wing. 


Committee handling 


moving consists of Balaban, Fred Mohrhardt, company treasurer, and 


Paul Raibourn, veepee. 


Actual work on separation of the two units under Par’s consent 


decree started last week. 


Partitions are being torn down preparatory 


to movement of the sales and publicity staffs from the 12th to the llth 


floor. Theatre unit moves to the 
the ninth level. 


12th floor from its present h.q. on 


With the expiration this vear of all leases on Western Electric Equip- 


ment, exhibitors who held leases 


WE’s subsid, Electrical Research Products, Inc., for $1. 


can now buy the equipment from 
In recent years 


exhibs who wanted to transfer their leases to outright ownership could 


do so for the payment of approximately $100. 


equipment is dated, some theatres 


Though most of the 
have salvaged parts which are still 


being used. Up until 1929 ERPI leases on the equipment were made for 
a 20-year period, but from that date until 1936 they were shortened to 


about half that time. 


“Picture In Your Mind,” winner 


of the Belgian “Oscar’’ for the best 


animated film at the recent Belgium World Film and Fine Arts Festival, 
was made in New York by Philip Stapp under the auspices of the Inter- 


national Film Foundation. 


The short, a study of prejudice, runs 16 


minutes and has a musical score by Gene Forrell. 














i Color TV Via Theatres — 


from page 3 





yet been set for theatre tele, how- 


ever, it is possible that exhibitors 


might soon have an 800-900 line 


picture, which would be close in: 


| quality to standard theatre projec- 


Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— | 
and | 


‘and what use the 
| poses to make of them.” 


| ered 
| SMPE reply on the technical as- 


tion. 
More Feasible for Exhibs? 

Color TV, by the same token, 
might be more within the range of 
exhibitors than commercial broad- 
casters. Latter, to get color, might 
have to throw out their present 
system, which has cost them hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars, to 
install color equipment once the 
FCC gives them the go-ahead. 
Since theatre TV is starting from 
scratch, however, exhibs can put 
in color as soon as it is ready, And, 


it is reported, a color theatre tele | 


system might be sprung on 
industry in the near future. 
SMPE meeting involved drafting 
an outline to be followed in an- 
swering the six questions on thea- 
tre tele submitted by the FCC July 
1 to the engineers, Paramount and 
20th-Fox. In addition to consid- 
eration of those formal answers, 
the committee also discussed de- 
velopment of “an all-industry ap- 


the 


| peal for theatre television channels 
in the form of a petition intended 


to transmit to the FCC an endorse- 
ment by that portion of the indus- 
try not directly participating in the 
SMPE’s present program.” All 
interested parties were urged to 
“indicate what channels are needed 
industry pro- 

It was pointed out that so many 
unknown factors must be consid- 
in the development of the 


pects of the problem and because 


week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) (2d | ei possible public hearings by the 


wk), $11,000. 


Woods (‘Essaness) (1,673: 98) — | ducers, 


“Champion” (UA). Sock $32,000. 


Last week, ‘“‘Home of Brave” (UA) | quired. 


(7th wk), $16,000. 


CC, additional meetings with pro- 
manufacturers, exhibitors 
and common carriers will be re- 
Sullivan, stressing —the 
need for an “all-inclusive industry 


| 








sponsorship” of the program, point- 
ed out that “statements by our 
entire industry now in behalf of 
theatre television are vital to the 
future of this industry, and it is 
essential that all elements must 
proceed on a unilateral basis.” 

Showmanship, Sullivan empha- 
sized, “is necessary to make theatre 
television a success, and the way to 
make it available is for everyone 
now to write and show cause and 
make theatre TV an accomplished 
fact.” 


Large Screen Tele 

For Chi’s Oriental 
Chicago, July 19. 

Edwin Silverman, Essaness the- 
atre chain topper, revealed here 
this week that he was going ahead 
with installation of large screen 
theatre television in the Oriental 
with completion scheduled for fall. 
Oriental is largest loop house © 
Essaness chain, seating 3,400. ; 
Oriental will be second Chi 
house with theatre tele facilities, 
B&K’s Chicago Having already 1 
stalled its large screen setup 4 
month ago. Heavy local interest 
the Chicago theatre venture, plus 
an attractive fall football schedule, 
is believed to have prompted Sil 
verman into taking the step, 
although he has toyed with the 

idea for several months. 





Texas’ Delinquency Blast 
Galveston, July 19. 
Midnight shows were blamed 
here for contributing to juvenile 
, delinquency, and city officials have 
turned to the city attorney to 4 
certain whether or not an ordi- 
nance could be enacted to prohibit 
the showings. 
The late pix 
the youngsters on the stree 
all hours of the morning. 


were said to keeP 
is until 
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NINA FUCK - GEORGE MACREADY 


Screen Play by KAREN DeWOLF and GUY ENDORE 
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| H’wood Swings to Baliy Pix 


Continued from vege 7 =i 








“Wabash Avenue,” at 20th-Fox, is 
Technicolor musical with action 
unfolding on this Chicago thor- 
oughfare. Ron Alcorn launches 
his indie production activities with 
“Johnny Holiday,” juve delin- 
quency yarn actually based upon 
his own early-life story. 
Bergman Romance Bait 


Much - publicized 
tween Ingrid Bergman 
berto Rossellini will be drawn 
upon for RKO'’s “After the 
Siorm.” “The Avengers,” in final 
davs of filming at Republic, 1s 
cloak-and-dagger adventure yarn 
of 17th Century in Argentina 
filmed in that country Metro’s 
“East Side. West Side” will fall 
back on this song title, although 
picture isn't a musical. 

Eagle Lion's pair. 
and “Port of New York,” both 
lend themselves to Campaigns. 
Former is story of the Secret Serv- 
fice. latter about Customs Service. 
Columbia's “‘Woman of Distinc- 
tion” likewise is an exploitationer. 

Every lot and virtually every 
indie producer has several on the 


romance be- 
and Ro- 


“Trapped”’ 


future agenda. Columbia has a 
patural in “The Petty Girl,” “The 
Travelling Saleswoman” offers 


great possibilities and ‘“Confes- 
sions of a Diaper Salesman” even 
more 

Universal - International, which 
now is going in strictly for audi- 
ence-type picture, has several on 
its forthcoming schedule. “Ma and 
Pa Kettle in New York” will cash 
in on two previous appearances of 
this couple, and “Abbott and Cos- 
tello in the Foreign Legion” opens 
up rosy vista for campaign writers. 
“The Bowie Story,” yarn of orig- 
inator of Bowie knife, is being 
given heavy budgeting. “Frame- 
Up” and “Shakedown” both have 
plenty of values. ““Tomahawk’”’ is 


SO, 


another. 
Skelton as Hackie 
Metro can expect top grosses 
from “The Yellow Cab Man,” a 


natural for exploitation and which 
cab concern itself will publicize in 


ail its cabs “Visa” concerns 
amuggling of aliens into U. S. 
“The Miniver Story” is sequel to 
“Mrs. Miniver,” and studio will 


send a full troupe to Kenya Col- 


ony, Africa, for ““King Solomon's 
Mines.” “The Knife’ is a yarn 
about the Mafia. 


“From the Halls of Montezuma’”’ 
is a story of the Marine Corps, 
which 20th-Fox will put into pro- 


duction shortly, and also down for 


filming is ‘Beloved Tiger,” yarn 
about Mexican leader, Zapata. 
Troupe now is in Germany 
“Quartered City,” story of Berlin. 
Also slated for early takeoff is ‘21 


Bow Street,’ which deals with 
“Scotland Yard” and _  ~will be 
Jensed in London. 


RKO is another studio with a jet 
plane varn, “Jet Pilot.” “Strange 
Convoy” also is an_ exploitation 
film. 

Paramount's “Postal Inspector” 
can get big buildup. and so, too, 
can Bing Crosby’s “Mr. 
“Eagles of the Navy” is a yarn on 
Naval aviation. Untitled Mabel 
Normand-Mack Sennett story is a 
natural. Hal Wallis’ “September” 
is to be filmed partially in Italy, so 
different type values can accrue. 

Milton Sperling for Warners has 
trio of exploitation films lined up. 
“Murder, Inc.,”’ “The Hoodlums” 
and ‘‘Marked Children.” Warners 
itself has “The West Point Story,” 
“Coit, .45.” 

Sennett Slapstick 

King brothers have “The Giant 

Killer’ for their next, story of De- 


tective Joseph Petrosino’s fight 
against the Black Hand. Eagle 
Lion is readying “Down Memory 
Lane,” in association with Mack 


Sennett, picture using oldtime Sen- 
nett reelage in which Bing Crosby 
and Donald Novis warble 10 songs 

Ida Lupino will do a story about 
polio as an exploitation feature 
and Stanlev Kramer is lining up 
“The Man,” dealing with para- 
plegics. Robert Lippert takes ad- 
vantage of current square-dance 
craze with “Square Dance Jubilee.’ 
Frank Seltzer has “Blood Money,” 
covering the bookie racket. Robert 
Kane wil! re-enter production with 
“The Swindler,” with a Secret 
Service background. 

Company backlogs, including ex- 
ploitation pictures, are as follows: 

Warners: “The Younger Broth- 
ers,’ “The Girl from Jones Beach” 
(in a few a@rrly releases), “Look for 
the SiJver Lining,” “Task Force,” 
“Story of Seabiscuit.” 

Paramount: “Chicago Deadline.” 
“The Great Lover,” “My Friend 


for 


Music.” 














Irma,” “Riding High,” ‘Captain 
China,” “Special Agent.” 

Metro: “Battleground,” ‘Mala- 
va,” ‘Any Number Can Play,” “The 
Great Sinner,” “In the Good Old 
Summertime,” “Death in the Doll's 
House,” “Intruder in the Dust,” 
“Border Incident,” “The Red 
Danube.” 

RKO: “I Married a Communist,” 


“Man on the Eiffel Tower,” ‘‘Rose- 
anna McCoy” ‘(Samuel Goldwyn) 
“Mighty Joe Young.” “She Wore 
a Yellow Ribbon,” ‘‘The Bail Bond 
Story,” “Montana Belle.” 

United Artists: “Red Light,” 
“Biack Magic,” “The Great Dan 
Patch,” “Quicksand.” 


20th-Fox: ‘‘Slatterv’s Hurricane,” 
“You're My Everything,’ “Come to 
the Stable.” “I was a Male War 
Bride.” “Father Was a Fullback,” 
“Oh. You Beautiful Doll,” “Pinky,” 
“Dancing in the Dark.” 

Columbia: “Tokyo Joe.” “Air 
Hostess.” “Wild Bill Hickok,” “‘Jol- 
son Sings Again.” 

Universal-International: ‘‘Aban- 
doned.” “Abbott and Costello Meet 
the Killer.” “Sword in the Desert,” 
“Francis.” “The Kid from Texas.” 

Monogram: “Forgotten Women.” 

Eagle Lion: “Black Shadows,” 
“Reign of Terror.” 

Republic: ““The Cleveland Story,” 
“High School Daughters,” “The 
Fighting Kentuckian.” 


Profits Hold Line 











| The Girl in the Painting 


“The Girl in the Painting” 
(Rank), being tradeshown in 
New York Monday (25), was 
reviewed in Variety from Lon- 
don Dec. 22, 1948, under the 
title “Portrait From Life.’ Re- 
viewer Myro cited the film as 
having “an unusual theme, 
strong dramatic angles, finely 
drawn characters and a first- 
rate performance by Mai Zet- 
terling.”’ Pic was also noted as 
having sufficient interest ‘to 
merit general support from 
American audiences.” 

The story, dealing with DP’s, 
“establishes a high degree of 
credibility and notwithstand- 
ing the contrived ending 
be satisfying enter- 











proves to 

tainment,”’ review stated. Pic 

is being released here by Uni- 

versal. 

re a 
Film Reviews 

————_ (‘ontinued from page 6 a 

Ringside 


| it apparently authentic and the re- 
mainder typical of the staged 
brawls manufactured’ on _s sets. 
Frank McDonald's direction has 
snap in putting over the plot and 


keeping the players moving 
through the Daniel B. Ullman 
script. 


Don Barry is seen as an ambitious 
concert pianist who turns fighter 
when his middleweight brother is 


blinded during a championship 
match His intent is to avenge his 


brother by killing the champion in 
the ring with a merciless beating. 
| While building his fighting reputa- 
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loss of $3,162,812 
reversed 


Continued from 


suffered a 


pany 
in its '48 operations. U 
the trend in its second fiscal quar- 
ter after slowing down the rush of 


red ink in the initial stanza. As 
of April 30, U showed a loss of 
$465,242 for the vear, with the ex- 
pectations of pulling even by the 
end of its third period. 

With a nine-month take of $452,- 
000, Columbia is still trailing the 
‘48 total of $855,000 for the same 
stretch. However, Col relapsed 
to a vear’s net of $565,000 after 
writing off losses, so that the like- 
lihood is that the company will 
forge ahead this year. 

RKO’s Big Writeoffs 


Same result is probable for RKO. 
Its first quarter take, amounting to 
$1.037.480, lags behind the $1,345.- | 
327 of last year. Tremendous write- | 


offs were put through in the latter 
part of '48, which brought 


repeat 
current year. Hence, 
the present 12 months. 

From the shape of things, Par- 
amount should rack up a $20,000.- 
600 profit during the vear. Par’s 
‘48 returns totalled $24,357,102. 
Grosses are slightly below °48, but 
operating costs have been held and 
in some respects driven down. Re- 
porting on its first six months 
Warners shows a net of $5,624,000 


against $7,311,000 during the initial | 
Its grosses have 


half of last year. 


also lagged. Since the company’s 


total take came to $11,837,000 after 
should not. 
be too far behind on the year’s net. 


a slow last half, WB 


In turning in its 40-week profit, 


Metro showed equivalent earnings 
of $1 on common, against 92c per 


share last vear 
was $14.448.930 
312). on which 
taxes amount to $3,480,000. 


Its operating profit 
‘against $13,701 





Hughes, RKO 


Continued from page 5 —— 





past vear, that of a product short- 


age, has now been skirted in the 
opinion of the RKO prez. 

Impending activity on the RKO 
lot compares with the limping pro- 
duction pace of the studio up un- 
til several months ago. For many 
months, the studio was shuttered 
while Hughes surveved projected 
productions and made his deci- 
sions. 


Rogell Remains at RKO 
Under Howard Hughes 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Sid Rogell remains as executive 
production head under Howard 
Hughes at RKO. He will handle 
artistic phases of production, over- 
seeing writers, actors and other 
talent, except contract negotia- 
tions. 

Gordon Youngman and Bicknell 
Lockhart also remain in their 
pre sent execullye posts, 


down | 
the vear's profits to $504,044. RKO- | 
ers believe the company will not 
the experience during the 
the outfit | 
should be well ahead at the end of 


estimated Federal 


| tion, he also falls for his brother’s 
| girl, Sheila Ryan, but that roman- 
tic triangle works out okay as the 
brother, Tom Brown, falls for his 
nurse. 

Barry makes a better ring ap- 
pearance than Brown, but both de- 


liver satisfactorily. Miss Ryan is 
attractive as the heroine. Joseph 
Crehan plays the fight manager 


in okay fashion and nitery comic 
Joey Adams tries to put over some 
comedy with scant success. John 
Cason is good as the principal 
fight opponent of the brothers and 
others in cast answer to demands. 
Ron Ormond produced the Rob- 
ert L. Lippert presentation, as 
| well as contributing the script 
| adaptation and added dialog. Phy- 
sical values have been expertly 
lensed by Ernest Miller and Hugh 
Winn’s editing is tight. Brog. 


Arrivederci, Papa 


(Be Seeing You, Father) 
(ITALIAN) 


Genoa, June 29. 

Paramount release of PEG (Lorenzo Pe- 
goraro) production. Stars Gino Bechi, 
Mariella Lotti, Silvana Pampanini:; fea- 
tures Nino Besozzi. Guglielmo Bernabo, 
Marcella Rovena, Galeazzo Benti. Nico 
Pepe, Nerio Bernardi. Directed by Ca- 
millo Mastrocinque. Screenplay, Vittorio 
Metz, Fulvio Palmieri, Marcello Marchesi, 
from story by Vittorio Metz: camera, Vac- 
lav Vich. At Grattacielo, Genoa. Running 
time, 90 MINS. 
Stefano Mai ; 
Daniela Beauville 
Chornette.. 
Teriaca 
General Beauville 
Aunt Geltrude 
Viscount Charles . 
The Prince 
Berardine . 


Gino Bechi 
Mariella Lotti 
Silvana Pampanini 

Nino Besozzi 
Guglielmo Barnabo 
Marcella Rovena 
Galeazzo Benti 
Nico Pepe 

Nerio Bernardi 


This is lightweight summer fare 
which might do for Italian-lan- 
guage situations. Music lovers 
will find Gino Bechi’s singing of 
film’s original ‘but uncredited) 
score Okay listening. 

Pic’s main claim to fame is twist 
given to an old theme. Children. 
according to philosopher Teriaca 
(Nino Besozzi!, must select their 
parents and see that they are mar- 
ried before being allowed down 
from heaven to be born. Picture 
enlarges on this theory, with two 
kids selecting their parents-to-be 
and doing 4heir best to bring them 
together. with the usual complica- 
tions. Finale finds kids. finally 
in the flesh, enjoying life with 
their selected ma and pa. 

Moppet idea isn’t capitalized on 
fully enough, however, due prin- 
cipally to ineffective playing of 
the two children, and the result 
is disappointing. Besozzi and Gug- 


lielmo Barnabo share acting 
honors as the philosopher and 
prospective father-in-law  respec- 
tively. Gino Bechi and Mariefla 


Lotti are adequate as the couple 
chose n’ by its children. Camillo 
Mastrocinoue’s direction isn't tight 
enough. Songs are listenable and 

camerawork is okay. Hawk. 

= 
Antonio di Padova 
(ITALIAN) 

Genoa, June 30. 
Oro Film release of #4 Mario Francisci pro- 
duction. Stars Aldo Fiorelli, Silvana Pam- 
panini, Carlo Giustini, Aldo Febrizzi. Di- 
rected by Pietro Francisci. Screenplay 
Raul De Sarro. Fiorenzo Fiorentini, Fran- 
cisci Giorgio Graziosi from story by Fran- 


cisci and Giorgio Graziosi: camera, Mario 
Rava: muse Carla Innocenzi. At Nuovo 
Odeon, Ge: Running time, 103 MINS. 

Life of nt Anthony is told ina 


jcontused, fragmentary, , anannex, | 




















to assuage the fears of the labor 


unions over foreign production in, 
|a talk before the 


Motion Picture 
Industry Council in Hollywood last 
week. Despite his predictions that 
there would be an easing off in 
foreign production by U. S. com- 
panies, a check of the studios this 
week discloses 21 films are -being 
readied for production abroad 
within the next four months, which 
represents more than half the total 
for the year. 

Metro is leading the parade to 
foreigh shores with 14 films either 
now in production or scheduled for 
lensing within the next year. These 
will take Metro producers all over 
the map. Now scheduled are “An 
American in Paris,” which Arthur 
Freed will produce, along with 
“Tahiti” ‘which he'll roll on that 
island in September. Sam Zimbal- 


ist will go to Africa in November 
for “King Solomon's Mines.” and 
Leon Gordon has scheduled pro- 


duction of “Kim” for India next 
spring. Sam Marx will shoot 
“Visa” in Cuba and Arthur Horn- 


blow, Jr.. rolls “‘Quo Vadis” in Italy 
next spring. 

In addition, Sidney Franklin will 
lens a sequel to “Mrs. Miniver” and 
also “Young Bess” in England. Joe 
Pasternak. now shooting ‘Nancy 
Goes to Rio” in Brazil, may do 
sequels to that one in Paris and 
Rome and also has slated ‘Royal 
Hawaiian” for 1950 production in 
Honolulu. Spencer Tracy is to 
star in “Ferguson” in South Ameri- 
ca next year. M-G’s “Border Inci- 
dent” has finished shooting in FE] 
Centro, Mexico, and “Conspirator” 
has been wound in England. 

Zanuck announced 20th’s slate 
of eight for overseas production be- 
fore leaving for the Coast two weeks 
ago. These include “Prince of 
Foxes,” already completed in Italy, 
and “Black Rose” in North Afriea. 
In addition, “‘Quartered City” is to 
be shot in Berlin and “Night and 
the City” and “Big Fall” in Eng- 
land, along with Nevil Shute’s “No 
Highway.” “Lafd Down Under” is 
to be shot in Australia, and an un- 


titled story on the international 
police brigade will be lensed in 
England. 

RKO, which recently finished 


“Big Steal” in Mexico, is now work- 


ing on “White Tower” in the 
French Alps and “Stromboli” on 
the island of that name. Walt Dis- 


ney is now working in England on 
“Treasure Island,” and RKO also 
has bought a film produced by 
indie Boris Petroff titled “Arctic 
Fury.” Merian C. Cooper, in addi- 
tion, lensed background exteriors 
for “Mighty Joe Young” in Africa. 

Warners has two for production 
in England. These are Transat- 
lantic (Alfred  Hitchcock-Sidney 
Bernstein) productions ‘“Stage- 
fright” and “Hasty Heart.” latter 
already finished. Hal Wallis will 
produce “September” in Rome as 
Paramount's sole entry in the for- 
eign production sweepstakes. 

Other films scheduled for lens« 
ing abroad include “Virgin Island,” 
set by Columbia for Jamaica; four 
by Walter Wanger in Italy; one by 
Ilya Lopert in Italy; another 
“Stromboli,” being produced by 
Ferrucio Caramelli, with William 
Dieterle directing; three to be pro- 
duced by Louis Hayward in con- 
junction with French producer 
Alexander Salkind, and four to be 
lensed in England by Monogram 
on a 50-50 participation basis with 
Associated British Pictures Corp. 

Universal may join the foreign 
pix parade, depending on Joe Sei- 
delman’s current exploratory trip 
‘see story in this issue), 


Central Depot for All 
Majors in Foreign Lands 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
is currently backing a proposal for 
the unification of overseas film of- 
fices in as many locations as feasi- 
ble. MPAA wants the companies 


marking 
special 


this film strictly for 
audiences in Catholic cir- 
cles. Poor continuity, slow pace, 
and static scenes topheavy with 
dialog will make this one hard to 
take in any situation. Only the 
acting of Aldo Fabrizzi, in a bit 
part aS a medieval tyrant who is 
reformed by the Saint, livens up 
the action somewhat. Acting other- 
wise is on a low level, with several 
leads’ voices dubbed in by other 
actors. 

Flashback story attempts to por- 
tray the miracles performed by 
Saint Anthony, but they are hard 
to believe in the theatrical ans 
rudimentary form presented. 
Hawk. 


i ( # } 


Join H’wood, See World 


U Continued from page 5 











to back the construction of a cen. 
tral building which would house 
the separate offices of the major 
companies. Scheme is not as radj- 
cal as an earlier one, which looked 
for the merging of certain fune. 
tions in one office. 

In line with the plan, MPAA 
reps are now negotiating with pri- 
vate capital ‘in both Havana and 
Trinidad for the construction of 
central buildings. While the MPAA 
as such cannot be a direct party 
to the deal, it is fronting for the 
companies in arranging for leasing, 


planning of the structures’ and 
other chores. 
Idea was first worked out for 


Mexico City, where a building was 
actually constructed at the sugges- 
tion of the MPAA. However 
scheme there fell through because 
the building failed to meet certain 
requirements such as an ability to 
stand up under the weight of film 
vaults. 





} Gael Sullivan 











Continued from page 


would release 
productions through their own 
distribution channels while the 
smaller companies contribute one 
big film apiece. Result would be 
20 good pix made available for-the 
festival Moreover, Sullivan asks 
for a doubling of the usual number 
of prints and an easing of clear- 
ance rules to supply every theatre 
playing A’s with a fair share of 
top product in October. 

To beat the drums for the festi- 
val, exhibs would advertise heavily, 
starting in September, and produc- 
ers and distribs would double their 
normal monthly ad budgets during 
October. Half of this added ex- 
penditure would be spent on local 
ads with the cost shared by local 
exhibs showing the pix. 

A showman’s committee 
be formed in each state 
change area to pioneer the _ best 
form of exploitation. As a final 
feature, Sullivan proposes simul- 
taneous preems of festival films in 
key cities throughout the country. 
Stars would be asked to make as 
many personal appearances as 
possible to stimulate interest in the 
showings. 

Clearance Problem 

The big hurdle faced by Sulli- 
van’s plan in the eyes of the in- 
dustry are his key proposals that 
distribs double their prints and 
relax clearance regulations. Any 
doubling of prints, it is said, would 
cost a distrib a minimum of $120.- 
000 for each black-and-white pie 
and $225,000 if in color. Belief is 
that the Big Five will shy away 
from a suggestion which means 
added costs of $250,000 for the 
month or considerably more. In 
this regard, it is noted that the big 
pix are more times than not in 
color. 

As for relaxing clearance rules, 
Sullivan's close contact with the 
big circuits will undoubtedly help 
fo win exhib consent. However, 
industryites point to many entan- 


suggests, two top 


would 
and ex- 


glements, chief of which is the 
differential in admission scales 
which clearance makes possible. 


Since this differential is a prime 
concérn of distribs, their okay to 
the suggestion is regarded dimly. 

Nonetheless, spectacular nature 
of the Sullivan plan and the grow- 
ing need for some drastic bally 
which would swing the tide away 
from tapering attendance gives it 
a favorable chance of adoption ip 
some compromise form, The Sul- 
livan proposal admits its own 
drastic nature, stating: ‘To do this, 
all the men in the seats of power 
are aslred to relax at least tempo- 
rarily a number of time-worn 
methods—and give to this festival 
the stimulus of new broad horizon 
thinking.”’ , 

Sullivan believes that a minl- 
mum of 10,000 theatres must get 
behind the plan to insure its suc- 
cess. It is his contention that 60 
days of good planning “can get 
the festival off the ground.” AS 
part of the program, he would have 
awards made for the best picture, 
the best criticism written on the 
films by a patron; and the top eX- 
ploitation job turned in by 4&4) 
exhib. 

While he has touched upon the 
proposal in talks with various 
execs, he has not specifically set 
it forth in the past or gotten their 
approval. Sullivan intends to bring 
up the plan at the public relations 


‘meet called by the MPAA in mid- 
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wevses: | for benefit of City of Hope, Duarte 
" | Cal., and Motion Picture Relief 
| Fund. 
ps rom OW The Victoria, 40-year-old Market 
; Street film house, sold by the 
Stanley Co. to Lee Simon and 
oo+ PEF H FH PP EPPS SSssssssse® | th nrc for $750,000. Purchasers 


NEW YORK ; has booked “Lost Boundaries,” also Plan to put up chain dress shop 
; | about white-c olored race relations. | ON site. 
Milton J. Salzburg, Post Pic- E. Finch named RKO sales- | 


es’ S les manager for last two man for San Antonio terr itory, re- | 
peed tbe g placing C. J. Wheeler who takes 
y ars. § . 


over the Houston and east Texas RICHMOND 


Paramount's flackery continues territory for company. Finch for- wm — - reissues enone by 
. e ational as one of events of 
; on new shape under the mMerly was sales manager for Eagle 
to take P a Lion . g | 35th anni celebration of Fabian cir- 
regime of Max E. Youngstein, na- 


‘cuit which locally embraces the Na- 
tional ad-pub director. Herb Stein- tional, Colonial, Park, Lee and 
berg. Eagle Lion’s newspaper and Carillon 
syndicate contact, has now joined : ‘ Twelve picture theatres, sepa- 
Par in a publicity post. Steinberg Golden Valley, another new in-| rated from Paramount under the 
was with EL ‘since the company’s dependent Suburban theatre, op- recent Supreme Court decision, ac- 
inception. Fred Goldberg has been Senos by group headed by Joe | quired by Neighborhood Theatres, 
officially tapped by Youngstein as teeing former) of : National Inc. ‘Par will be allowed to retain 
trade paper contact in another >¢reen here, launched with “Bark- its houses in Charlottesville 
move Ben district 


leys of Broadway % Lynchburg and Newport News 
' ; , Marcus, Columbia aenipeacipcasiekaee 
With three of its regionals out manager, in from K. C. to work 
of the way, RKO is going into its| gyt deal with Theatre Associates 
Chicago localized confab this week big buying and booking combine. MINNEAPOLIS 
and the final one in San Francisco Charles Feldman and Mannie North Central Allied apparently 
next week, July 25-27. Company Gottlieb Universal western sales aS won its fight to eliminate com 
held its initial regional in Buffalo,| and district managers, here en Pulsory percentage for this terri- 
July 11-13; then Toronto July 14-| route to Canadian fishing trip. tory’s smaller situations, but the 





MINNEAPOLIS 


15, winding up yesterday (Tues.) &. L Walton, Republic assistant Victory is viewed as a hollow one 
with two-day confab in New Or-) general sales manager, in town to The pictures are costing affected 
leans close deal with sure-seater World exhibitors more at flat rental 


,|terms than they formerly did on 
percentage, according to com- 


| plaints pouring into independent 


BOSTON | exhibitor body’s he: edquar ters here. 
Lockwood & Gordon Enterprises 
SCHENECTADY 


acquired property ii. Winslow, Me., 

on Augusta-Waterville highway to ees ; 

erect a new drive-in. third ozoner _Land and buildings of Rivoli on 
Union Street purchased by John 
A. Eddy and William F. Eddy, Jr., 


to be built by outfit this season. 
Daughter’ of Charles School r: ron 
: -. office manager at M ie. killed oe of Niskayuna rhe property was 
dustry generally would help in this ae war ed eaice’ ith tat sold by Julius Perlmutter of Al- 
y : : bany, sale price being $15,000. In 
addition, new owners will assume 


upswing . . 
i : ; father on Furnace Brook Parkway, 
Phil Cowan taken on by Eagle Quincy 
J: . two mortgages amounting to $35,- 
name of 508 


Lion as syndicate and trade press Irving Conn changed 

crit oy ee er d wgorg Mer gr yn Casino, New Bedford, to the Art. 

oer eee ae on Sea” find Exhibitors-distributors meeting 

ll ha that served with UA as held Friday (15) to map campaign 

aa a Se d sales Se” | for restoring Federal admission 

trade press rep and Sales promo- tiene to emer tevel an a. a 
a? pre-war level as proposed 


tion manager. ; : 
re | in the House bill. 


“Red Menace.” 


Robert Mochrie, RKO veepee in for firstrun of 
charge of sales, who gave a bullish - 
talk at the Buffalo meet, is pre- 
siding at all of the regionals. In 
fact. he felt that the film business 
would point the way to an upbeat 
in all business. this being stressed 
in many of his regional addresses. 
Mochrie felt that improved public 
relations and fewer pot-shots at 
individual films and the picture in- 


REGINA, SASK. 


A $25,000 alteration job has 
been completed at the Metro- 
politan, including new neon mar- 
quee, enlarged candy stand, check- 


NEW HAVEN | room and revamped foyer. New 

’ KANSAS CITY manager is Hilliard Gunn, Winni- 
Theatre owners will be held re-| Quick action by Mrs. Bess Sher-| Peg, succeeding Harold Gray, who 
sponsible for payment of the wood Power, night manager of| has taken other employment in St 


state’s seat tax under a new law 
enacted by the Connecticut general 
assembly, it was pointed out last 
week by a bulletin issued by the 
Motion Picture Owrmers of Conn. 
Passage of the act, the organiza- 


Minn. 


WASHINGTON 


Fred Sandy, former branch man- 


Regent here averted any panic in. Paul, 
theatre when refrigerator fumes 
spread into the,.auditorium. She 
stepped to front of house and an- 
nounced there was no fire and no 


teva: Ewes Sx *, danger from the gas. Less than ager for Equity Films, opened his 
tion's exec-secretary _ ‘the 7 a third of the patrons left the thea-| own exchange to distribute fot 
as to eee aah valties -— tre temporarily. Astor, Madison and Crest Produc- 
sen Se ee RKO set July 26 as date for tions. Assisting him is Mrs. Ger- 


the past of collecting imposts from 
summer theatres, most of which 
are usually operated by individuals 
from out of state. 

Other new laws affecting exhibs, 
the bulletin states, are one which 
will eliminate the necessity of thea- 
tremen to have monthly seat tax 
returns filed under oath and an 
act that requires the permission of 
the Labor Commissioner if an em- 
plover wishes to hire women dur- 


opening its deluxe house, the 
Missouri, after two months of 
renovating, reseating and re-equip- 
ping throughout; will be opened 
with world preem of “She Wore a 
Yellow Ribbon.” 


trude Epstein, erstwhile booker for 
Film Classics and PRC. 


CLEVELAND 


Loew's theatres here plan a 
downtown parking lot to ease 
LOS ANGELES problems of fans seeking to see 

pix at State, Stillman and Ohio 

Only two of 44 motions for dis- Loew's division manager Orville 
missal filed by several major dis- Crouch is spearheading the move- 


ing the hours between one and six tributing companies in a $1,050,- ment. 

a.m Despite the fact that some 30 900 triple damage suit brought aaqpiiclenamnee 

bills were introduced in the ’49 against them by Markoy Corp., of HOLLYWOOD 

legislative meet of concern to the Pasadena. were allowed by Federal _ ai . 
Judge Ben Harrison. Action is on | Max Factor joins Paramount's 


industry, the MPTOC expressed re- _ ve Ab secahgs- Pear 
lief that the session closed with- behalf of Pasadena Crown Theatre 
out any adversely affecting exhibs. against 20th-Fox, RKO, Paramount, 


Universal Republic, Eagle Lion, 

Selznick, Charles and  Spyros 
DALLAS Skouras and Joseph M. Schenck. 

He disallowed 42 motions” on 
Teen-agers in El Paso are peti- grounds they " were “frivolous.” 

ne sod local opr br nr Theatres ———_—— 

orjunior priced admissions. John 

Paxton, lalpretane manager, claims CHICAGO 

the circuit has tried out a separate Hank Linet and Charles 

price plan for these type young- gjmonelli. of Universal. here to set 

sters but it was not found feasible ° 

because the privilege was abused. 


Los Angeles exchange as salesman, 
replacing Robert Clark, who goes 
to Frisco as branch sales manager 


SEATTLE 


Theatre, Snohomish 
Wash., reopened after being closed 
down since the earthquake two 
months ago. One wall had to be 
rebuilt. 


Brown's 





- ‘Detective Story’ 


up advance of “Yes Sir, That’s My 
Baby” world premiering at Roose- 








comers upon the response to velit Aug. Li , 

Showing of “Home of the Brave” Metro booked 50 dates. day-.nd- ?— Continued from page 7 

R. J. O'Donnell, general manager dafe. in third run for “Stratton — 
of Interstate, announced he also Story.” doused by a demand of $650,000 
— James Booth. Lubliner and for the pic rights. Reportedly, the 











Booth circuit, elected president of tiff price is still on. Regardless. 


Chicago Cinema Lodge. B'nai negotiations for the property have 
Pope” ~FRANK WALKER ““. B'rith. C Field comedy oldies been renewed, with Metro promi- 
gh ae triond ‘Baul Di k" and “My Little Chick. "€Dtly mentioned as a_ strong 
> i \ c < 4 ° 2Y 

ydee” pacted for World by Elman bidder. 


Elaborate deal for acquisition of 
psi acaaieaiaitatel rights to “Streetcar” was initially 
proposed by Irene M. Selznick, pro- 
DETROIT ducer of the play. Mrs. Selznick, 
Physical distribution of pictures it is said, has been working on a 
released by Albert Dezel Produc- simplification and possible reduc- 
» midwest will be han- tion of terms. Switch is expected 
War or peace, we & tions tn the oF Wakes Sadie alee ns S pec 
always found ac & dled by National Film Carriers to touch off bids for the long-run- 
commodations ion : der a deal inked here. nig. Broadway hit ‘ 
Our friends in show Despite strong film interest in 
business. And now “South Pacific,” the Rodgers-Ham- 
—— Pelee el ada merstein musical bonanza, little 
receive traditional likeli ‘e ie ate : 
elihood is seen of its sale. As in 
Frank Walker serv. down juvenile delinquency by pro- : ae f its s oe 
highlighted the case _ of Oklahoma also 
ice... plus a spe tertainment highlightec 
special viding en turned out by the team, producers 
theatrical rate! by hundreds of prizes tried by Or- ut by the team, } 7 
pheum here this we ek. preter keeping the opus strictly in 


WELCOMES YOU TO THE Distributors 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


5th at Spring St. 


LOS ANGELES 


SAN FRANCISCO 


An experiment in trying to cut 


joRive- -IN GARAGE 





BS ily M/s ENE \ helicopter flew films from the legit field, because they are 
iia § Prisco to Millbrae to hypo preem thus assured indefinite revenues 
LS A AR 1,.000-seat ad- 


via roadshows and revivals. 

Par is planning to star Ray Mil- 
land in the central role of a detec- 
tive in “Detective Story.” It is the 
same part played on the stage by 
Ralph Bellamy. Alan Ladd was 
first considered, but the switch to 


of Millbrae Theatre, 
| dition to Golden State Circuit. 
3 
} 















PHILADELPHIA 


disappointing crowd, esti- 
at around 7,000 turned out 


elU} iplele)-) { Now SPECIALIZING 
REFRESHMENT IN REFRESHMENT 


SeLidstilehriis® SERVICE FOR 


FROM COAST 16 COAST 1 | ‘ 


DRIVE-IN THEATRES/; mated 





OVER 1/-CENTURY 
A os Stars World ; 3 
= : ‘a ™ et a July. 13. Milland was influenced a his 
Series ’ aa “i . _ a : ° 201 »-F'Ox's 
‘SPORTSERVICE Corp. JACOBS 8ROS.. Film contingent led by Eddie trong performance in 1-Fox’s 


2 HAIN ST. + BUFFALO, N.Y. > WA. 2506. nearken, staged a soft ball game. “It Happens Every Spring.” 


TOA Seeks to Sidestep Controversy 
And Accent Public Relations Ideas 





Wald Busy on Five 
Hollywood, July 19. 
Jerry Wald, who won the Irving 
Thalberg award from the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences, now has five high-budgeters 
rolling under his supervision at 


Warners 

Pix are “Young Man With a2 
Horn,” with Kirk Douglas, Lauren 
Bacall and Doris Day co-starred, 
Michael Curtiz directing; “The 
Cage Eleanor Parker _ starret 
with John Cromwell § directing; 
“Perfect Strangers” “Always 
Leave Them Laughing,” starring 
Milton Berle and featuring Ruth 
Roman, with Roy Del Ruth meg- 
ging, and “The Victim,” Joan 
Crawford starrer which Vincent 


Sherman is directing. 


Multi Day-Daters 
Favored by 20th 


distrib toppers, 
completely sold on multiple-run 
day-and-date bookings for thei 
top films, expect to tie down the 
merchandising problems of such 
runs at the upcoming conference 
of ad-publicity chiefs from the 
major circuits and theatres, sched- 
uled for the 20th homeoffice July 
27-29 In addition, it’s believed 
that sales veepee Andy W. Smith, 
Jr., will announce release plans at 
the conclave on a new list of 20th 
features. 

With the ad-publicity 
coming to New York from. all 
parts of the country, 20th hopes 
to be able to pinpoint the best 
methods of handling merchandis- 
ing and ballyhoo campaigns in 
each territory. It is known, for 
example, that major emphasis on 
radio exploitation will pay off best 
in some areas, while newspapers 
draw the most public attention in 
others Direct reports from the 
men who actually handle the cam- 
paigns in the field, consequently, 
are expected to form the basis for 
future homeoffice thinking on the 
problem. 

Twentieth’s emphasis on satura- 
tion bookings, which is expected 
to be intensified in line with the 
company’s present efforts to re- 
duce allegedly unnecessary clear- 
ances, is based on the premise 
that the time lag between the key 
city first runs and small town and 
subsequent run bookings not only 
wastes valuable playing time but 
also dissipates the time, effort and 
money spent on national and re- 
gional ad campaigns. Company, 
on results of mass bookings staged 
so far, claims they aid both the 
distrib and exhibitor by grossing 
more and also save money on 
prints, since the prints can be 
transferred from one area to an- 
other en bloc 

New films on which it is expect- 
ed that Smith will set release 


Twentieth-Fox 


delegates 


| 


dates include “Come _ to the 
Stable,” which preems at the 
Rivoli, N. Y., July 27; “Everybody 


Does It.’ “I Was a Male War 
Bride” and “Prince of Foxes.” 
Ad-publiéity delegates will witness 
screenings on them all, § after 
which 20th’s ad-pub chief Charles 
Einfeld will huddle with them in 
lining up merchandising plans. It 
is expected that considerable dis- 
cussion will also be given over t 
television trailers, a subject which 
has gained increased momentum 
in the industry in recent weeks. 


Mex Pix Figure to UN 


Mexico City, July 19. 

Antonio Castro Leal, top pie cen- 
sor and chairman of the National 
Cinematographic Commission, has 
been named by President Miguel 
Aleman special rep of Mexico be- 
fore the UN, with rank of am- 
bassador. 

He takes up that assignment as 
soon as a successor is found for 
his two jobs here. 





New Texas House 


Amherst, Texas. 
Lamb theatre opened here by 
C. R. Stevens who purchased 
ihe remains of old 


burned-out. 


Majestic, and rebuilt the house. 


+ Fearing that the Motion Picture 
| Assn. of America may damage the 
| prospects of an all-industry front 
/on public relations by bringing in 
' controversial issues, the Theatre 
Owners of America is prepared to 
seek a limited agenda during the 
mid-August meeting of industry 
reps. The TOA proposal, it has 
been learned, will be to confine 
early discussions to subjects which 
won't kick up dust among the hud- 
dlers such as taxes, public rela- 
tions and television. 


First objective for the meet is 
to find common ground for har- 
mony, it is stressed. But the MPAA 


has already indicated that the big 
wave of private anti-trust suits Is 
the factor closest to its heart. 
Hence, there is a fear that trade 
practices will be dragged in by 
prexy Eric Johnston. If that oc- 
|curs, TOAers believe the entire 
question will boomerang into an 
out-and-out battle along historical 


lines, 
One of the main points to be 
raised by TOA reps will be on 


the subject of theatre television. In 
light of the six questions recently 
asked the industry by the Federal 
Communications Commission as to 
filmites’ intentions in that field, 
the theatre group will urge a 
united answer on the desirability 
of channels and the plans for their 
usage 

Another subject will be that of 
the schools Proposal is being 
mapped for greater use of class- 
room pix to plug the industry, 
films to be supplied gratis by the 
studios. TOA wants both Johnston 
and Ellis G. Arnall, head of the 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers, to get behind 
a public relations program aimed 
at the students 

TOA influence is seen in the 
sudden shift of plans last week 
which changed the proposed all-in- 
dustry meet in mid-August to one 
consisting only of several reps from 
each org. The theatre group has 
maintained all along that a general 
meet would be premature without 
a preliminary drafting of an agen- 
da. Purpose of the smaller meet is 
to fix the program for. the later 
all-industry confab. 


. , . . 
Time’s Farming Pic 
Newark, O., July 19. 
Time marched on last week to 
the George Walker farm, seven 
miles north of here, as a March of 


Time crew headed by George 
Black began filming material for 
an MOT short on “The American 


Farmer.” 

Most of the footage will be shot 
on the Walker farm to show con- 
servation practices, general farm- 
ing methods and social life of the 
Walker family. Picture is for Aug. 
1 release. 


-_ 
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NAB GOES ON ITS BEST BEHAVIOR AS 


= scinicaiiisaiaiicaaiotaia 
In a bid to satisfy disgruntled 
elements within the industry in the 
face of membership resignations 
and threatened withdrawals. the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
going into an unprecedented stock- 


taking huddle last week, emerged 
with a “Blueprint for the Future 


General industry consensus 
that the NAB’s administra- 
five and functional “format” makes 
considerably more that the 
sweeping revamp and streamlined 
operation represents a_ healthy 
awareness of changing patterns 
and conditions within the industry 
which found the NAB clinging to 
“old hat” protocol and conduct 

Just how the NAB will utilize 
these new-found concepts which, 
among other things, puts an ap- 
preciably heightened accent on 
video and will seek to salvage the 
FM pieces and elevate it to a new 
sphere of influence, is something 
that is presently intriguing the 
trade. But few deny that the in- 
dustry trade association has taken 
a move in the right direction. 

On one step it’s felt in some 
quarters that the NAB, in decid- 
ing to scrap Harold Fair’s Program 
Division, took the easy way out. It 
was generally accepted that the de- 
partment’s accomplishments add- 
ed up to a zero and represented a 
waste of coin, but the feeling is 
that the basic premise for such a 
program division is sound; that, 
more than ever, the need exists for 
such an industry-inspired division, 
if administered and carried out 
properly. 

In addition to Fair, A. D. (Jess) 
Willard was a major casualty of 
the new “Operations: NAB,” with 
the board 


is 


new 


sense, 


of directors voting to 
eliminate the post of executive 
vice-president. (Henceforth, all 
divisional and department direc- 


tors will report directly to prexy 
Justin Miller.) Willard, who was 
on the books for $25,000 a year, 
announced over the weekend he’s 
resigning as of Aug. 1. He had 
been offered the job of heading up 
the NAB video division ‘which will 


parallel the audio division, each 
functioning undr separate direc- 
tors), but stripped of his veepee 
and with likelihood of a salary 
shrinkage, Willard preferred to 
step out. 


More Streamlining? 
In speculating on the likelihood 
of additional resignations of de- 
partmental heads ‘(now numbering 


six: legal, government relations, 
public relations, emplovee-em- 
ployer relations, research,  en- 


#ineering). some venture the belief 
that Roval Howard, the engineer- 
ing director, may soon check out. 
Richard Doherty's labor relations 
setup, it’s known, has been one of 
the more _ effective operations 
within the NAB structure: simi- 
larly, Don Petty’s general counsel- 
(Continued on page 36) 


K-F SETTLES ON IVES 
AS WINCHELL SUB 


After tossing around a flock of 
summer replacement suggestions, 
including expansion of “Stop the 
Music” to embrace the 9-9:15 Sun- 
day night segment on ABC, Kaiser- 
Frazer has settled for 
of ballading by Burl 
Walter Winchell sub. 

Ives goes in this Sunday (24) 
for seven weeks, with Winchell re- 
turning Sept. 4. Program will be 
tabbed “The Kaiser Traveler.” Pro- 
ce will originate from New 
7ork. 


William Weintraub is the agency. 


WCCO’s Big Talent Hoopla 


Minneapolis, July 19. 

Half-hour CBS network show 
Originating from WCCO here Sat- 
urday (23) at 6:30 p.m. promises 
unique grouping of talent. 

Bob Hope has been signed as 
star of show, together with Cedric 
Adams, Bob De Haven and other 
local radio bigs. 

Arthur Godfrey also has 
cated he will drop in as 
Singer Monica Lewis, appearing 
at Radisson hotel Flame Room, 
has been signed as thrush for the 
show, which will be section of two- 
hour stage show planned as fea- 
ture of Minneapolis Aquatennial, 
civic celebration. 





Ives as the 


indi- 
visitor. 


15 minutes 





New Summer Hoopers 


Walter Winchell 11.9 
Crime Photographer 9.3 
Vir. District Attorneys 9.2 
Vir. Keen 8.9 
Big Story 8.1 
Louvella Parsons......««-« 7.9 
Henry Morgan....ceccses 7.9 
Morace Held... scseccs ye 
Wivet Mignmer...siccee« 7.4 
Stop the Music 1a 
Mivstery Theatre fs 
Mr. & Mrs. North 7.0 
Take It or Leave It 6.9 
The Fat Man 6.8 
This Is Your F. B. I. 6.5 

6.5 


Break the Bank 





WB: ‘Lets Forget 
The Whole Thing 


Washington, July 19 


Warner Bros. is mulling over the 
idea of dropping its deal to buy the 
California radio and_ television 
properties of Mrs. Dorothy Schiff 
when the current extension of the 
contract expires Aug. 1. Firm is 
said to be disappointed over the 


FCC action last week in setting 
the case for hearing, to inquire 
into the anti-trust angle. Proce- 


dure would mean another long de- 
lay and company is tired of wait- 
ing. 


Exit by Warners would leave 
Mrs. Schiff holding the bag. 
There are reports here she may 


make another appeal to the Com- 
mission to approve the transaction 


betore the contract expires. But 
the best she could possibly get. 
it is believed, would be an okav 


without binding the agency to any 
future action it may take on War- 
ners’ qualifications. And such ap- 
proval, it is understood, would not 
be acceptable to the film company, 
whose contract is said to call for 
approval with no strings attached. 

Warners is protected in its con- 
tract with Mrs. Schiff for return 
of about $950,000 it advanced for 
construction of the 5kw KLAC op- 
eration in L. A. and KLAC - TV, 
plus operating losses on the video 
station. Firm’s proposed sale of 
KLAC to Ralph Atlass of Chicago 
for $405.000 hinging on FCC ap- 
proval of the Schiff deal, expires 
Aug. 1. 

Mrs. Schiff would be given a 
period of time to return the $950.- 
000 if the deal falls through, but 
would be required to hand over 


the cash if she finds another 
buyer. Finding a customer to pay 
her $2,000,000 — $1,045,000 for 
KLAC and KYA in Frisco plus 


Warner's investment of $950.000— 
may not be easy, as WHAS, Louis- 


‘ville, told the Commission last 
week in protesting a_ proposed 
denial of its sale to Crosley. The 


lady publisher is finding out, as is 
the Louisville Courier Journal, 
that it’s one thing to get into radio 
—and another thing to get out. 


Censor Nix Rescinded 
On Sex Education Shows 


Chicago, July 19. 

WMAQ has changed its mind 
about airing Ben Park's “It’s Your 
Life’ programs on sex education 
for youngsters and the two frank 
discussion shows are lined up for 
July 24 and 31. Earlier, a last- 
minute censor gag by NBC central 
division veepee’ I.E. Showerman 


had postponed the shows _ indefi- 
nitely. 

Park's new try involves” sex 
knowledge in two parts. The first, 


titled ‘“‘Not the Birds and the Bees 
—But People,” treat problems of 
segregated 12-year-olds with expert 
advice given out by a medic. The 


, second is called “A Tragic Story” 


and airs the outcome of two girls 
who received different methods of 
sex education. 

Showerman’s censorship was 
heatedly protested by produce 
Park, who had previously aired the 


shows before selected groups of 
clergy and parents and received 
wholehearted endorsement in a 


three-to-one ratio. Reason given 
for the earlier gag was that “It’s 
Your Life” used words which were 


; ‘too graphic” for airing. 


IT COMES TO GRIPS WITH FACTS OF LIFE 





KLZ Public Service Director 


MACK SWITZER 


live 


wire publie service pro- 
gramming, a mark of KLZ’'s contri- 
bution to the life of the Rocky 
Mountain area, is the job of KLZ 
piublie service director, Mack 
Switzer, a Denver radio veteran for 


over a decade, 


KLZ, Denver. 





NAB Film Goes to Bat 
For Radio (What Else?); 
Anti-Daily, Mag Slant 


“How to Make Customers Out of 
People,” 





new film-strip prepared 
by the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers, is a hard-hitting presentation 
that lashes out at newspapers and 
magazines with the message that 
radio can deliver an audience for 
one-third the cost of printed media. 

Reason for the anti-newspaper 
angling is that the papers are ra- 
dio’s biggest competitors 
retailers’ coin and the latter are 
now AM’s biggest spenders. Radio's 
take from the retailers has doubled 
in the past four years and reached 
$157,000,000 in °48. 

Key argument used versus the 
journals is cost, with the film stat- 
ing that it costs 74¢ to reach 1,000 
customers with a radio show against 
$2.96 to reach 1,000 readers via a 
newspaper ad. Presentation also 
argues that in radio the sponsor 
gets credit for backing a show (‘and 
can also merchandise his program), 
while the newspaper advertisei 
cannot get credit for the editorial 
content of the publication. 

Further argument used to bally- 
hoo radio vis-a-vis newspapers is 
data which shows that a 100-line 
add only gets a 3% readership and 
a quarter-page ad only a 15% 
readership, whereas all listeners 
hear the commercials. 

Film, produced by NAB’s Broad- 
cast Advertising Bureau, also in- 
cludes five points to help retailers 
plan their radio campaigns. 


for the 








Webster ‘In’ 


Washington, July 19. 

Confirmation of Edward M. 
Webster for a full seven-year 
term on the FCC was assured 
last week after the Senate 
Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce voted 11-0 
to report the nomination to the 
Senate. Sen. Charles Tobey 
(R-N. H.), who subjected Web- 
ster to a gruelling examination 
on his qualifications, voted 
“present.” An effort to obtain 
a vote Friday ‘15) on the nomi- 
nation failed on the Senate 
floor when Sen. Olin D. John- 
ston ‘(D-S.C.) asked that the 
natter be held over until he 
had time to study the record. 

Sen. Ernest McFarland (D- 
Ariz.), a member of the Com- 
mittee, has asked for speedy 
action by the Senate. He 
pointed out that Webster can- 
not resume his place on the 
Commission until he is con- 
firmed, his term having ex- 
pired June 30. This leaves the 
Commission with only four 
members in Washington, he 
said, Chairman Wayne Coy and 
Commissioner Paul Walker be- 
ing in Paris as U. S. delegates 


to an international telegraphic 
conference, 


cS 


BMB—After 50, What? 


When the NAB board of directors met at Portsmouth, Me.. last 
week, there was practically no discussion of the fate of Broadcast 


Measurement Bureau. 


The timetable calls for BMB to fold its tent 


after June, 1950, upon completion of its second radio coverage 


survey. 


The returns are in, there’s just enough coin to proceed 


with the tabulating, and expenses have been whittled down to such 
a degree that there isn’t enough coin available to call a meeting of 


the BMB board. 


There's been an awareness for some time that with the comple- 
tion of the second survey, the BMB would also fade out of the in- 


dustry picture. 


the industry needs a continued 


eliminating the multiple flaws of the BMB operation. 


Similarly, there’s been a general awareness that 


radio coverage system—but one 


Thus many were inclined to view with alarm the failure of the 


NAB board—which doesn't 


meet again until 


November—to manij- 


fest some interest in the future of radio coverage. Others, however, 
see it as something more than an NAB problem; rather, as some- 
thing for the industry in general to get concerned over. 





Ruth Hussey & Hubby 
Subbing for Kollmars 


Ruth Hussey, currently starred 
in “Goodbye, My Fancy,” and her 
husband, TV producer Bob Long- 
necker, will take over the Mr. and 
Mrs. breakfast stint of Dorothy 
Kilgallen and Richard Kollmar 
while the latter take a hiatus from 
WOR. N. Y. The Longneckers 
who will broadcast from their Fifth 
avenue home, will be heard from 
Aug. 2-15 

From Aug. 16-25 the Kollmars 
will be aired by transcription from 
Rome and Capri, Italy. They'll 
resume broadcasts from their Park 
avenue apartment on Aug. 26. 





James (Ex-MBS) 


Into NAB-TV? 


Resignation of E.P.H. (Jimmie) 


Mutual Overhauls Pattern to Suit 
Specific Market 





James as Mutual's ad-promotion- 
research veepee, is cued to the| 
web’s delay in getting into tele- 
vision. James, one of the nine 
key execs brought over by former 
MBS prexy Ed Kobak from the 
Blue Network ‘now ABC), had 
originally been assigned to con- 
centrate on plans for a Mutual 


video net, but these have failed to 
materialize. 

James, who worked on TV at 
NBC 15 years ago. is now report- 
ed being considered as TV head 
of the NAB. Jess Willard, whose 
post as NAB executive veepee has 
been abolished has been handling 
the group's TV affairs pro-tem. 
Meanwhile James says that he has 


no set plans for the future. His 
MBS duties will be absorbed, it’s 
reported, by Bob Schmidt, pro- 


gram sales veepee. 

Chief reasons for Mutual's fail- 
ure to get into tele have been the 
freezes and the uneven develop- 
ment of video by the web's stock- 
holders, with the result that thev 
don’t see eye-to-eye on how it 
should be set up and how much 
coin should be sunk into it. Tele 
stations owned by MBS stockhold- 
ers in Boston, Chi, Washington 
and L. A. each have. affiliation 
pacts with from one to three other 


video webs. 


Mutual toppers in the past said 
that the net's delayed entry into 
TV awaited the inauguration of 
WOR-TV, N. Y. The latter is due 
to bow around September, but 
speculation now is that with four 
video webs in the field—ABC-TV, 
NBC-TV, CBS-TV and DuMont— 
a fifth tele chain may not be eco- 
nomically feasible at this time. 


Savings Bank Quiz Com’! 


The Savings Banks of New York, 
going into radio for the first time, 





will launch a new airer, “Savings | 


Banks Quiz Kids” on WNBC,N. Y.., 
Sundays at 1:30 p.m. starting Sept. 
18. A Louis G. Cowan production, 
the program will be similar to the 
national “Quiz Kids” show and 
prodigies uncovered on the local 
series will get tryouts on the net- 
work stanza. Durward Kirby will 
be emcee. 

Contract for 52 weeks was signed 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan. Mop- 
pets on the quizzer will be gifted 


| with $10 savings accounts. 


Needs of Clients 


Mutual has uncorked a new rate 
card supplement designed to help 
the web ink small and middle- 
sized sponsors. The new setup, an- 
nounced by sales veepee Z. C, 
Barnes, provides for a more flexi- 
ble selection of stations and 
more liberal discount structure. 

First major change instituted at 
MBS since Frank White took over 
the reins from Edgar Kobak. the 
new policy is viewed by the trade 
as representing a shift in emphasis 
away from  Kobak’s 
network” line of expanding 
more than 500 stations. Large 
number of outlets, each assigned 
to a regional division of the net, 


a 


“grass-roots 


io 


made it difficult for advertisers 
to get discounts without taking 
markets in which they were not 
interested. 


The new card keeps the Basie, 
Mountain and Pacific Groups in- 
tact, but junks all other geographi- 
cal groupings. This permits back- 
ers to get discounts without sign- 
ing for stations which don't fit into 
their marketing pattern. 

The MBS card gives a backer a 
212% discount if he takes one-third 
of the Basic Group’s 41 stations. 
An additional 2!2% discount is 
allowed for each additional group 
of stations whose weekly gross 
billings total $1,500 per hour. The 
sponsor is free to choose any non- 
basic outlets he wants, regardless 
of location, to make up the $1,500 
groups. 

This new flexibility will be par- 
ticularly advantageous to split-net- 
work and new-to-radio advertisers. 
However, it is felt in some circles, 
some small stations, which had 
previously been getting network 
biz because advertisers wanted to 
take advantage of regional web 
discounts, may get less pickup un- 
der the new setup. MBS’ answer 
is that these low-power broadcast- 
ers will benefit by being included 
in groupings by advertisers who 
want to reach their markets. 

Bonus stations, which previously 


(Continued on page 34) 


ALTERNATE PLAN FOR 
AVCO GIVEN HEAVE 


Washington, July 19. 

The idea of an alternative plan 
for the defunct AVCO_ bidding 
system for station sales has been 
dropped by the FCC. The agency 
had proposed instead of AVCO that 
all broadcast applications be ad- 
vertised, whether they involve 
sales, new stations or changes !0 
power, and a 60 or 90-day cutoff be 
established before action is taken. 

Purpose behind the substitute 
plan was to give interested parties 
opportunity to object or comment. 
But at a hearing last month radio 
lawyers protested it would only 
cause delays and anyway people 
find out about these things from 
the trade press and other soureee. 
The commission formally * acate¢ 
its proposal last week. 





Chi AFRA Renames 


Harry Elders Prexy 
Chicago, July 19 
Actor Harry Elders was tapped 
by Chi chapter of AFRA last “ 
(15) to serve as prexy for t 
fourth year. a 
Local, numbering - 
picked a full slate of —"" 
Cliff Norton, Ist veepee, * 
Reed, 2d veepee; Norman pune 
3d veepee; Eleanor Engle. — 
ing sec.; Norman Gottschalk, tre 4 
urer, and Ray Jones. exec: secr 


550, also 


| tary for his 12th term. 
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New NBC ‘Hearts & Flowers’ Approach H 


On Talent Cued by Dennis Day Hoopla 


NBC has plunged headlong into 
a new phase of activity, designed 
to bring the “human equation” 
into its relationship with top tal- 


ent. The introduction of the “per- 
sonal element” is being tied in 
directly with the network’s am- 


bitious exploitation-promotion-pub 
licity campaign in connection with 
the fall teeoff of commercial pro- 
gramming on which, it’s estimated, 
NBC will be spending upwards of 
$500,000 

The wholesale. desertions of 
NBC talent to William S. Paley’s 
Columbia fold over the past eight 
months was attributed in some 
measure by the topflight person- 
alitkes involved to the fact that 
“capital gains” wasn’t the clincher 
in their willingness to fly the CBS 
colors; that there was some resent- 
ment over the fact that over their 
long span of years on NBC the 
“human” element had been lack- 
ing and that the association had 
always been reduced to a strictly 
business denominator. 
NBC is out to erase 
the stigma, as evidenced by the 
all-out campaign that’s been _ in- 
augurated on behalf of Dennis 
Day. whose Colgate show stays 
with the network next season 
From here on in everything is 
“hearts and flowers” as far as the 
web's relations with talent is con- 
cerned. 


Apparently 


Five-Way Teamup 

In connection with Day’s series 
of personal appearances in the 
east. NBC, in a five-way teamup 
with Colgate, the Ted _ Bates 
agency, the affiliate stations and 
RCA-Victor, is playing the “love- 
fest circuit” in a big way, assign- 
ing its crack publicity-exploitation 

(Continued on page 36) 





Crosley Decides 
To Hold WINS 


Although until recently the Cros- 
lev Corp. was anxious to listen to 
offers in a bid to dispose of its 
WINS, 50kw property in New York 
(the $1,250,000 price tag, however, 
kept the bidders at arm’s length), 
there’s been a change of heart and 
Crosley boys want to stick with 
it. 

At the last meeting of the Cros- 
ley board it was decided to take 
the station off the bidding block 
and to revise downward the corpo- 
rate setup and eapitalization to 
match the station’s revenue and 
position in the N. Y. market. To 
give WINS a distinctive pattern (a 
problem with which all indie sta- 
tions are confronted in an expand- 
ing TV era), it was decided to ac- 
cent a news-special events format. 

Station is gunning for a night- 
time pickup of its 5}0kw power (cur- 
rently restricted to sundown) by 
October. The Crosley boys have 
no video aspirations in New York, 
conient to ride along with their 


Ohio TV network, sparked by the 
| 


WLW-TV operation. 


Ohio Station Wins Its 
Fight on Open Records 


Cleveland, July 19. 

WEOL won its fight to get near- 
by Elyria officials to open police 
and public records to station's 
newsmen. 

_ Station got a temporary injunc- 
tion from Lorain County Judge 
Guy B. Findlay forbidding Mayor 
Patrick J. Flaherty, Police Chief 





Paul A. Gleaver and Director of 
Public Safety James M. Ryan 
from withholding records from 


newsmen. 


Even before the court order, of- 
ficials had agreed to the principle, 
according to WEOL manager H. A. 
Seville, who had filed the injunc- 
tion request. Seville contended 
City officials only permitted news- 
ep to see records between 8 and 

mm, 


+ 





Howard S. Meighan 


sounds off on the 
‘Tintinnabulation of 


Radio’ 


am * & 


an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


Berles AM 
Gets Texaco 


Nix; 100% TV 


Texaco, confronted with a sky- 
high budget for its Tuesday night 
NBC “Star Theatre” attraction in 
the face of Milton Berle’s demands 
for a minimum of $10,000 a week, 
has definitely decided to drop the 
AM airer. 

Situation is unusual from the 
standpoint that a year ago Berle 
took on the video assignment more 
as an expedient to establish him- 
self in radio, since the contract 
involved a two-way deal. Now that 
he’s hit the No. 1 jackpot on TV, 
he’s agreed to let the AM version 
go by the boards. Which means a 
| half-hour loss in billings for ABC 
where the show was slotted 
Wednesday nights 














Situation. however, presents a 
poser for Nat  Hiken,  Berle’s 
scripter on the radio show and half 
owner with Berle of the AM pack- 
age. Although Texaco and Berle 
had remained standoffish on a con- 
tract for next season, the client 
had negotiated a 39-week guaran- 
tee deal with Hiken. Latter dur- 
ing the past week has been hud- 
dling’ with his lawyers, with like- 
lihood that a settlement will be 
reached on the basis that Texaco 
will stick exclusively to video next 
season. 


TV version of “Texaco Star 
Theatre’ averaged about $16,000 
a week last season, with Berle 


pocketing $2.500. Berle will prab- 
ably go before the cameras next 
season with $10.000 a week as his 
own take, with the resultant hike 
on the TV show cuing the com- 
pany’s decision to scram radio. 


Now It’s a Midnight 
Giveaway; WMCA Airer 


Aimed at New Yorkers 


WMCA, N. Y., indie, trying to 
recoup some of the heavy coin it 
lost in the past few years, will 
launch a_ six-times-weekly  two- 
hour giveaway strip, “Cinderella 
Show.” in mid-August. To be aired 
from 12 midnight to 2 a.m. nightly 
except Sunday, the bonanza _ pro- 
gram will feature Charlotte Man- 
son and Eddie Stone as “Miss and 
Mr. Midnight.” 





To meet the complaint of some 


giveaway fans who feel that net- 
work shows bypass New Yorkers, 
“Cinderella” will give $3,000 worth 
of prizes weekly to listeners In the 
metropolitan area only. The pro- 
emanating from the Belmont 
Plaza’s Glass Hat. where Stone is 
featured bandieader, will attempt 
to tie in local sponsors and drum 
up store traffic. Women will be in- 
vited to visit bankrollers’ stores to 
trv on a glass slipper. If the shoe 
fits. the femme will be eligible to 
get a quiz phone call. The jackpot 
will consist of the vartous sponsors | 


gram, 


merchandise. 


¥ 








al 


Young & Rubicam, alreadv hard 


hit by cancellations of Hollywood 
shows, has lost another $2,500,000 
in billings, with Lever Bros. mov 
ing Swan Soap and Bob Hope out 
of the shop BBD&O. one of the 
seven other agencies which split 
up the Lever business, has been 
given the nod on Hope 


Detection of the Hope billings 
leaves Y & R with only Lipton Tea 
Arthur Godfrey) from the Levert 
fold Recent cancellations by 
General Foods’ had _ previously 


Duffy’s ‘Tavern’ 


longer BBD&O 
Tavern,” with 
drinks on the house 

With its billings upped by 
$2,500,000 in view of its In- 
heritance of the Lever Bros 
Swan account (Bob Hope 
show prexs Ben Duffy's 
Madison ave. business empo- 
rium has become the envy of 
the agency world. It’s probably 
in the No.1 nighttime pro- 
gramming spot any way you 
look at it, notably on the pro- 
duction-top-calibre star phase. 

House also has Jack Benny, 
having acquired the $10.000,- 
000 American Tobacco biz a 
couple years back, 


but 
the 


It's no 
“Duffy's 





taken a deep cut into the agency’s 
radio billings. 

Considered significant to the 
trade is the fact that Y & R was 
not even given a chance to resign 
the Swan account, with Lever prexy 
Charles Luckman moving without 
consulting the agency. Understood 
that there were a number of differ- 
ences between Luckman and the 
agency on copy viewpoints, and 
the fact that there had been a suc- 
cession of account execs at the 


agency didn’t enhance Y & R’s 
standing. 

Lever’s new Surf detergent ac- 
count was also moved out, going 


to N. W. Aver. 

Acquisition of the Hope show and 
Lever billings windfall solidifies 
BBD&O’s standing as the No, 1 
agency in the business today. 
Since inheriting the American To- 
bacco $10,000,000 biz from Foote, 
Cone & Belding a couple years 
back, prexy Ben Duffy’s operation 
has snowballed into its present po- 
sition. 


SPECULATE ON COY 
FOR STATE DEPT. JO 


Washington, July 19. 
With FCC chairman Wayne Coy 
due to return soon from Paris, 
where he is attending an interna- 
tional telegraph conference, the 
rumor factories are buzzing with 
reports he won’t stay long with the 
Commission. Most persistent 
stories are he will head up the 
Television Broadcasters Assn. or 
take a “Little Cabinet” job. There's 
talk that Undersecretary of State 
Webb will become president of 
North Carolina U. and that Coy 

will take his place. 
That Coy will leave the Commis- 
sion soon is pretty well accepted 
by now. The $64*question is who 

(Continued on page 36) 








One Way to Relax 


Hollywood, July 20.— 

How some network presi- 
dents spend a summer week- 
end: 

Frank Stanton, CBS prexy. 
flew out to Salt Lake City 
from New York in time to ap- 
pear on the Sunday morning 
Salt Lake City Tabernacle 
religioso network program 
Later in the day he pul In a 
“sneak” appearance at a sur- 
prise farewell tossed for Don 
Thornburg, who has resigned 
as Columbia Coast veepee to 
head up the WCAU operation 
in Philadelphia 

Sunday night Stanton was 
on a N.Y.-bound plane. 








Radio Scripter 


Alan Lipscott 


runs the entire gamut with the 
humorous piece, 


‘In My Opinion, 
Television Will’ 


an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 


of 


VARIETY 
Out Next Week 


CBS Looks to Head 
"49 Billings List 
Of 4 Networks 


On the basis of gross billings ac 
cruing to the four major networks 
for the first five months of 1949, 
this is CBS’ year, with indications 
that the 12-month total will find 
Columbia out in front. 

On June 1, CBS, with 
time sales of $28,191,000, was 5% 
ahead of the first five months of 
‘48. On the other hand, NBC, in 
the wake of the number of pro- 
gram shifts to Columbia, was 5.1% 
under °48, though its billings still 
totalled $28,202,000. (CBS upbeat 
was reflected anew during June, 
when biz took an 11.9 hike over 
the corresponding 30-day period 
for °48). 

ABC, on the basis of the five 
month tabulation, was on an even 
keel with last vear, with total bill 
ings of $20,077,127, while Mutual 
was 11.2% under °48 with gross 
time sales totalling $8,875,000. 

This is the crucial period in 
terms of network radio, in de 
termining just how many of the 
open time slots will be absorbed by 
the time the fall programming 
season tees off. With practically 
all of the renewals and cancella- 
tions by established clients written 
on the books, the pitch is now on 
for new business. CBS brought 
the Block Co. dentifrice people in 
(for Burns & Allen) and the sales 
boys around all the webs are push- 
ing hard. 


CBS Still Has Problem 
Of Finditg Sponsor For 
Lum ’n’ Abner Package 


Now that CBS has gotten itself 
off the Burns & Allen hook, having 
wrapped up the Block Co. dentri- 
frice commercial last week, the 
network is still ced with the prob- 
lem of finding a sponsor for Lum 
‘n’ Abner, similarly tied to Colum- | 
bia under a yearly guarantee. 

I. & A, who recently lost their 
bankroller, Frigidaire, are report- 
edly down on the CBS books for 
$40,000 a year, which comes out of 
the CBS treasury unless the net- 
work finds a client. 

B & A guarantee is said to have 
been $7,500 a week, the amount 
also representing other package 
elements Block, a newcomer to 
radio, is picking up an approximate 
$15,000 a week tab (exclusive of 
time) to showcase the comedy team 
in the Wednesday at 10 niche. 











gross 





NBC’s 8 o'Clock Shifts 


The DuPont-sponsored ‘“Caval- 
cade of America” is moving out of 


the Monday night at 8 time on 
NBC in favor of the same time 
segment on Tuesdays. 

Latter spot opens up when 
Philip Morris switches to Wednes- 
day at 8, the time formerly occu- 
pied by the cancelled “Blondie” 
show. 


(P FH (W Whiskey Ads Crash Radio as Schenley. 
ES TO ARN AA Buys Network Time; Don Lee Aloof 


Hollywood, July 19 
The bars are down on whiskey 
ladvertising on all networks except 
Don Lee. It was disclosed over the 
weekend that the Biow agency has 
j}bought time for Schenley to plug 
lits whiskey brands on ABC for the 
ifull network and NBC and CBS on 
lits owned and operated stations 


) 


Don Lee was offered Schenley 
billing of seven quarter-hour pe- 
riods a week, the show to be 


bought locally and broadcast at 11 
p.m Lewis Allen Weiss, board 
chairman of the coast regional, re- 
fused the order despite acceptance 
by the other nets He said the 
skein’s policy against acceptance of 





liquor ads still stands regardless 

of what the other networks do 
While the FCC can take no di- 

rect action, it ean be “highly 


critical” of advertising whiskey on 
the air, according to trade opinion 
For years network radio has prided 
itself on refusing to accept whiskey 
advertising, although distillers have 
long tried to get on the air It is 
doubtful that any independent sta- 
tions have ever accepted the bill- 
ing 

In the trade it is regarded as a 
dangerous step because the drys 
are so well organized and will put 
up a stormy protest, and that it 
might impel state legislatures and 
even the Federal government to 
take some aroused action. Under- 
stood that the networks were told 
by their legal departments that the 
whiskey ads would in no way place 
them in jeopardy with the FCC “if 
the copy didn’t become too fla- 
grant.” Only last week NBC took 
wine off its taboo list and even 
beer has been frowned on by some 
stations. Naturally the dry states 
will be bypassed on the network 
hookups 


Lou Cowan Into - 
Documentary Biz 


Lou Cowan, 
commercial 
Music’ and 
“Quiz Kids” 
hour-long NBC 


packager of such 
items as “Stop. the 
the long-established 
and creator of the 
“Hollywood Call- 
ing” giveaway, is going into the 
documentary packaging business. 
In what is perhaps the first 
major move in radio in this diree- 
tion, Cowan is setting up a sub- 
sidiary unit, complete with a score 
of writers, directors, producers, 
etc., designed as a non-profit, pub- 
lic service freelance enterprise. 
Cowan plans a series of tailor- 
made program’ packages’ which 
will be sold, at cost, to such pub- 
lic service organizations as the 
Red Cross, Community Chest, 
Heart Fund, ¢Cancer Society, ete. 
This, in effect, will take the net- 
works (‘and stations) off the pro- 
gramming hook, for in many in- 
stances the webs’ have. been 
saddled with the task of cuffoing 
the charity-slanted productions. 
Cowan is currently negotiating 
for potential documentary staffers. 


HIT ‘NICKEL-GRABBING’ 
ON POLITICO B’CASTS 


Washington, July 19. 

A bill to prohibit radio stations 
from charging in excess of regular 
rates for political broadcasts was 
introduced last week in Congress 
by Sen. J. Howard McGrath (D- 
R.1.). Sen. McGrath, who is chair- 
man of the Democratic National 
Committee, told reporters upping 
of rates by stations at election time 
has been a “source of irritation for 
some time” but was brought to a 
head by doubling of charges by 
some Pennsylvania stations in con- 
nection with a recent campaign to 
choose a successor to Rep. Robert 
L. Coffey. Jr., Democrat, who was 
killed last spring in an airplane 
crash. “We don’t propose to toler- 
ate this nickel-grabbing business,” 
McGrath said. 

Under McGrath's bill. a station’s 
license would be suspended for 30 
days 
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SCHWERIN ON AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 


| 
(Third in a series dealing with | 
the Schwerin System's findings on | 
each of 17 leading types of pro- | 
grams and commercials in what is | 
probably the most comprehensive | 
effort yet made in qualitative radio | 
research.) 


Participation shows have __in- 
creased so greatly in number in re- 
cent years, and have become so im- 
portant in both day and night ra- 
dio logs, that they clearly deserve 
an early place in this series 

In spite of the number of such 
programs, the Schwerin System 
has tested most of the leading ones. 
Resultantly, the research outfit has 
also studied audience attitudes to- 
ward most of the big-name emcees 
—Jack Bailey, Jack Barry, Peter 
Donald, Ralph Edwards, Win EI- 
liott, John Reed King, Art Link- 
letter, Tom Moore, John Nelson, 
Johnny Olsen, and Walter O'Keefe, 
to name just a few. 

Out of an impressive number of 
tests of this show type has come 
information touching on every as- | 
pect of good participation show 
planning and execution. The find- 
ings will be presented here under 
headings referring to some ques- | 
tions most often raised by clients 
in regard to their shows. 

Right Show Plus Right Emcee 

When Schwerin tests a participa- 
tion show for the first time, there 
are two major questions he must 
answer initially: . 

1. What is the basic mood that 
the program should maintain if it | 
is to be of greatest interest to the 
audience? 

2. Is the average listener's con- | 
ception of the emcee in keeping | 
with the show’s mood? 

Thus mood, the third of Schwer- 
in’s principles defined in the open- 
ing article, becomes the spring- 
board for analyzing most shows of 
this type. 

The major component parts of 
most participation programs are 
the interviews, the contests, and 
the prize-giving. In defining the | 
mood, it is vital to learn which | 
of these three is the center of the 
show as far as the audience's in- 
terest is concerned. The part on | 
which interest focuses to determine 


the mood varies for different 
shows. 
In one leading daytime show, 


Schwerin learned early that inter- 
est centered on the contests, a suc- | 
cession of games played by the 
participants. The interviews and 
prize-giving portions were there- 
fore kept short. The show had two 
sponsors each day, and one of 
them began intensively pretesting | 
new gimmicks and adding the best | 
liked games to the program. The 
result was a seven-point gain in 
liking for the half of the show, 
while liking for the other half re- 
maned unchanged. Accompanying 
this, the Hooper share for the im- 
proved half rose, even though that 


(Continued on page 34) 


WJR, Detroit, Sets Lower 
Cut-In Rate on Net Airers 


Detroit, July 19. 

A lower rate for local cut-in or 
dealer identification announce- 
ments on CBS network commer- 
cial programs aired over WJR, was 
announced Friday (15) by Harry 
Wismer, exec assistant to the presi- 
dent. 

Effective Aug. 1, WJR will have 
a straight service charge of $50 net 

er program rather than the ex- 
sting announcement rates ranging 
up to $125, Wismer reported. 

He said the new method will 
provide network advertisers great- | 
er flexibility and quicker means of.| 
securing more accurate checks on 
local listener impact without the 
penalty of paying regular rates. 


WHOM’s Series ‘Beware’ 


WHOM, N. Y., multi-lingual 
indie, will launch a_ two-week 
series tonight (Wed.) in seven for- 








eign languages to warn house- 
wives against door-to-door-selling 
rackets. 


be produced in 
the New York 
Bureau and will 
be aimed at _ foreign-speaking 
women who have been victimized 
by unscrupulous canvassers, 


Programs will 
cooperation with 
Better Business 


Box Office Titling 


A title, whether for a book, 
film or stage show, can attract 
a big initial audience and still 
be the wrong one, Horace 
Schwerin points out. Hearing 
a title, the customer starts out 


with a definite concept of 
what he is going to read, see 
or hear, and if he is disap- 
pointed the adverse reaction 


will then be doubly violent. 
“A misleading title can sell 
a book or film, and can there- 
fore be justified from a short- 
sighted point of view,” 
Schwerin says. “The adverse 
effect that ensues from using 
it is felt only gradually, and 


mostly by the industry as a 
whole rather than by the cul- 
prit. 


“No such situation exists in 
the case of radio. When a pro- 
gram’s title misleads the pub- 
lic, listeners can take out their 
resentment the next day or 
the next week, and directly by 
not listening any more to the 
program in question. 

“The only proper way to 
‘title test’ in radio is to test 
the show itself, define the 
kind of mood it creates, and 
then determine whether the 
title ideally expresses that 
mood.” 








' work radio is the 


ABC Beats.Drum 


Radio listening has hit an all- 
time high and is still growing, ac- 
cording to a booklet being sent to 
sponsors and advertisers by ABC 
sales veepee Fred Thrower. The 
brochure also presents an analysis 
of the relationship between AM 
and TV, pointing out that ‘Net- 
most efficient 
medium to serve as the basis or 
backbone of a national campaign.” 


“Television,” it declares, ‘‘is the 
best supplementary medium to in- 


crease spending in major large- 
city zone markets.” The reason is 
that advertising in mass media 


tends to emphasize smaller cities 
and rural areas, while putting coin 
into TV can readjust this by hit- 
ting the bigger cities. In this way, 
ABC reasons, the advertiser can 
make his budget for metropolitan 
areas proportionate to his sales in 
these markets. 

The web, using statistics from 
various sources, points out that 
the number of U. S. radio homes 
has increased by 5,277,000 in the 
past three years and is now at 39,- 
275,000. In ’48, 
creased by more than_ 1,600,000 
while during the same 12 months 
TV added 975,000 homes. 


Breaking down the figures, ABC | 


reports that there are 62,000,000 
home radios, 10,037,900 car radios 
and 1,791,500 portables. In addi- 
tion, there are an estimated 5,000,- 
000 sets in public places, making 
a total of 78,829,400 radios. 


“In 1951 there will be more ex- 
clusive radio homes (without tele- 
vision) than there were total radio 
homes in 1946,” the brochure 
states. In ‘51, the web forecasts, 
there will be 40,250,000 radio 
homes; 2,750,000 with both AM 
and TV and 37,500,000 exclusively 
radio homes. In ’51 there will be 
40,960,000 radio homes, 6,000.000 
of which will have TV and 34,960 - 
000 with only radio. 





KALL’s New HQ 


Salt Lake City, July 19. 
The 10,500 square feet formerly 
occupied by the Continental club 
atop Salt Lake City’s Utah theatre 


reverted to show business this 
week. New tenant is KALL-Inter- 
mountain Network, which spent 


$50,000 turning the full floor that 
has proved a jinx-spot to many Salt 
Lake night spots into a gawdy stu- 
dio layout. 

A night club style grand opening 
party was thrown by KALL-IMN 
for the trade and business bigwigs 
Saturday (16) followed by a week 
long open house themed on the 
message “Come Call on KALL.” 


| 


| 


~ For AM Medium 


radio homes in- | 


KOWH-KOAD in Switch 


Omaha, July 19. 


Ownership of KOWH (AM) and 
KOAD (FM) was transferred from 
the Omaha World-Herald to Robert 
H. Storz and Todd Storz last Fri- 
day (15). The former became pres- 
ident of the company, and the lat- 
ter, his son, was named general 
manager of both stations. The 
World-Herald had the stations 10 
years. 

New owners are members of the 
pioneer Storz family here, which 
owns oné of the largest breweries 
in the middle west. 





Courier-Journal 


Tells FCC It Wants 
To Do Radio Fade 


Washington, July 19. 
Louisville Courier-Journal 
made it clear last week it wants 
to get out of the radio business. 
Joining the Crosley Broadcasting 
Corp. in opposing an examiner’s 
recommendation that the WHAS 
sale be denied, the newspaper told 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission it doesn’t want to have to 
put out another $1,000,000 for a 
television station (WHAS-TV). 

WHAS said purchasers willing to 
invest $1,925,000 in radio stations 
and risk another $1,000,000 in 
video are scarce. “Radio properties 


The 


worth $2,000,000 in September, 
1948, may not be worth that 
amount a year later,” it asserted. 


“There is no evidence that another 
purchaser, if interested, would be 
better qualified (than Crosley.” 











From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| After some years in retirement on the Coast, radio actress Harriet - 
| MacGibbon has returned to the N. Y. scene. Goes into “Modern Ro- 
| mances” this week....WNEW’S Martin Block became the father of fifth - 
‘child, Michael, on Saturday (9)....Steckton Helffrich, NBC’s continuity 


acceptance topper, addressing KYW Radio-TV Workshop for Teachers 
in Philly today (Wed.)....WOR’s “Meet the Menjous” strip to be heard 
on 17 more stations starting Aug. 1 George Petrie to star in a film 
based on his CBS series, “Call the Police”’....Charles Wood and Les 
triffith alternating on ABC’s 7 p.m. newscasts, replacing Don Gardner, 
who has given up the spot Peggy Allenby has given up NBC's “Big 
Town” for summer stock at Harrison, Me. Patricia Wheel doubling 
from DuMont's “A Woman to Remember” to CBS’ “Aunt Jenny” 
Arthur Q. Bryan new to “Our Gal Sunday” cast Betty Furness, 
Donald Bain and Harold Dyrenforth join “Front Page Farrell” players 

Bill Lapton added to cast of “Light of the World” George 
Jansson has resigned as audition and casting director at Benton and 
Bowles with Catherine DeCarlo being upped to fill the post Peggy 
Lobbin doing “True Story” tonight (Wed.) Mort Millman and Al 
Capp auditioning actors and actresses who “look like Li'l Abner and 
Daisy Mae” for the proposed ABC video series. 

Johnny Johnstone, NAM _ radio-television director, returned to 
Gotham yesterday ‘Tues.) after a week at Cape Cod, Mass., and Kenne- 
bunkport, Me Bert Hauser, MBS co-op director, leaves tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on the S. S. Caronia for month in Europe Milton F. Allison, 
sales manager of WLW-T, Cincy, since '48, joined the N. Y. office of 
CBS’ Radio Sales, Monday (18). - 

CBS prexy Frank Stanton to get an honorary doctor of laws degree 
from Ohio State U. on Sept. 2. An OSU alumnus, Stanton was also a 
member of the university’s psychology faculty....ABC’s Maggy Fisher 
and Milton Cross collabbing on a book about piano music.. ..Les Griffith 
is subbing for Taylor Grant while the latter takes a two-week vacation 
from ABC’s “Headline Edition” Sportscasters from various ABC 
affiliates will pinchhit for Joe Hasel when he takes a week's vacation 
Monday (25) Hugh James has waxed a group of transcriptions for 
the Red Cross blood campaign. 

Jack Barry, emcee of “Juvenile Jury” and “Life Begins at 80,” leaves 
Sunday (24) for month in Europe. Joe Franklin, the “Antique Record 
Collector,” and Jack Fine, of Fine-Nelson Transcriptions, have set up an 
AM-TV production outfit Murry Salberg, hit by the economy axe, te 
leave CBS program promotion Aug. 31 First National Food Stores 
to back the Guy Lombardo transcription show on five stations of the 
New England Regional Network starting July 28.... Robert Montgom- 
ery’s gab series for Lee Hats, to start this September, will originate in 
London for the first few weeks. The pic star will return to N. Y. 
around Oct. 1 and will remain here for a month before going on to 
Coast Vi Burns, Y&R radio-TV director, who resigned to wed 
Robert Hilliard, due in Gotham today (Wed.) for a week’s visit. Couple 
will then take up residence in Chi....Emanuel Demby, formerly asso- 
ciated with WMCA, Phillips Lord and Biow agency, has formed new 
public relations, radio and television firm. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| 





t+ +++4 


The Courier-Journal also insist- | 


ed on its right to qyit 
“When an organization which ad- 
mittedly has made significant con- 
tributions to broadcasting .. . de- 
sires to retire from broadcasting,” 


it declared, “it is in the public 
interest to assist it in that en- 
deavor rather than to insist that 


it remain in broadcasting and con- 
tinue to invest additional funds 
therein.” 

If the Commission desires to en- 
courage those with capital to ven- 
ture into radio, 
should also allow them to get out 
“when for good and valid reasons 
within their business judgment 
such liquidation seems wise.” The 
government, it pointed out, can’t 
supply service except through the 


voluntary efforts of persons desir- | 


ing to perform that service. “If 
the capital needed for developing 
the new fields in broadcasting, 


(Continued on page 36) 





Savage on Script Hunt 
For Ford Canada Series 


Toronto, July 19. 

Back from last week’s huddle in 
New York with reps of Radio Writ- 
ers Guild, Alan Savage, producer- 
director of the “Ford Theatre” one- 
hour drama series, skedded to com- 
mence 39 weeks over the trans- 
Canada network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. (42 stations). 
commencing Oct. 7, is shoulder- 
deep in scripts. While “Ford The- 
atre” has announced it will go 
video in qe U. S. next fall, auto- 
makers are jumping into the Ca- 


nadian radio field with one-hour 
adaptations of films, plays, and 
originals. Programs, originating 


from Toronto, will be supervised 
by the Cockfield-Brown agency 
there. Alan Savage goes under- 
ground this week with material he 
has, and will “holiday” for a fort- 
night; then plans to visit Coast for 
further material. 





Desmond Vice Owens 


Vocalist Johnny Desmond is re- 
placing Jack Owens on ABC's 
“Breakfast Club” series, starting 
July 25. Singer and his family are 
leaving New York to take up resi- 
dence in Chi because of the new 
assignment. 

Desmond's Sunday evening MBS 
stanza for Ronson will change its 
origination to the Windy City, 


radio. | 


said WHAS, it) 


Horace Heidt is taking time out from broadcasts of July 31 and Aug. 
7 to make a quick run through Europe It’s getting to be a formality 
to have Cornwell Jackson chairman all-star, all-network shows for char- 
ities and Treasury projects and so it is with the big Community Chest 
drive kickoff Sept. 30. His aides will be Walter Bunker, Bob Ballin, 
Jack Louis, Wayne Tiss, Jack Van Nostrand and Marvin Young. What 
makes it a four-network shot is that President Truman will be inserted 
from Washington Lawrence Gumbinner of the agency of that name 
in town conferring with Harry Ackerman and Dick Mack on the Joan 
Davis layout for the upcoming Roi Tan sponsorship....American To- 
| bacco’s Vincent Riggio coming to town for a few days and will chat 
with Jack Benny, Joan Davis, Ken Murray and Frank Sinatra on plans 
for next season... P & G is moving “Guiding Light” to N. Y. in Sept. 
after a successful two years here. It’s a coin-saving move, among the 
economies being a saving of $7,000 a year on the organist, the AFM 
rate structure being what it is Y & R's Joe Moran around for a short 
visit with his wife, Thelma Ritter, film actress....Raymond R. Morgan 
has a new hot idea in his dossier which he’s lugging along to New York. 
He has sold more of his own-created shows than any agency man on the 
Coast. Larry Berns lolling in the sun at La Jolla (Hoya) Sid Strotz 
will have David Sarnoff as his guest at the annual hijinks of the Bo- 
hemian club on the Russian river up north....Ken Niles caught so 
many albacore off his new cruiser that he threatens to quit radio and 
hang out a fish-for-sale shingle.... CBS created two new jobs in the 
program department for Kenneth Yourd and Martin Leeds. They'll 
| both be in the business end....Ted Sisson and Charles Hogan of the 
Ayer brass section in New York around for a few days... .Jack Bailey 
started his fifth year as emcee of “Queen For a Day”....NBC is plug- 
ging its own radio and teevee shows on a Trans-Lux ribbon over the 
entrance to Radio City Ayer office has it figured that Dorethy 
Lamour and her guestars on Sealtest contributed more than $100.000 to 
AFRA’s welfare fund through reduced fees....J. Kelly Smith passing 
a few weeks at KNX to “get the feel” of things should he draw the 
assignment as successor to Don Thornburgh. When he returns to N. Y. 
Howard Meighan is due back for a more extended stay, also to get- 
the-feel should he get the call Lud Gluskin tossed a farewell! cere- 
monial for Thornburgh that is still the talk of Columbia Square. While 
his 40 guests were feeding at Bel Air he had their cars removed to his 
hilltop home and transported them there by bus for the last dinner 
course....Tony Leader and CBS had too many differences so there'll 
be another director for “Suspense” next season. He's going east to 
direct a stage play and returns if a picture deal is blottered Michael 
Chapin got over his mumps and hopped back on his radio-tele bicycle 
Harlow Wilcox forgetting about floor wax on the shimmering sands 
of Waikiki... Jimmy Saphier holing up high in the mountains for 10 
days... .Quips John Guedel from Scotland: ‘Food here is great; pablum 
with a cover charge”. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Lowell Jackson, executive veepee of Radio Features, bowing out Augé. 
15 NBC education director Judith Waller back from UNESCO con- 
ference in Europe Milt Wolken has opened Chi offices for Radio 
Market Ad company WGN flack chief Jim Hanlon in Cuba on vaca 
tion WMOR arranged special memorial broadcast for its late com- 
mentator K. M. Landis I Mutual salesman Bob Wilson down with 
mumps in St. Charles, III. NBC staffer Glenn Uhles boasting new 
son delivered July 7 Chi Railroad Fair pageant director Helen T. 
Geraghty guested on WMAQ’s Elizabeth Hart show....WBBM carry1n8 
Vaughn Monroe show from Edgewater Beach floor show starting July 
23 Radio diskers Ernie Simon, Dave Garroway, Linn Burton and 
Eddie Hubbard at Chicago theatre for two-week stay. ABC. flacker 
Craig Claiborne bowing out Aug. 1 in favor of two-year Paris schooling 

Dick Jurgens’ Treasury Show airing from WBBM studio Ju!) 22 
and 29 Disker Myron Barg lined a special vaudeville show with 
Palace stage talent on his WMOR stint WLS talent Bob Atcher. Red 
Blanchard, Jimmie James and Capt. Stubby Fouts set for Phillips. !©*- 
fair July 28 Jack Fuller new WGN announcer....WBBM fiacker 


,Chuck Wiley at Wisconsin resort for vacation. 











SEE 


10 


t- 


le 
is 
er 


to 
el 


ds 
10 
m 


ig. 

mn- 
lio 
Ca- 
m- 
ith 
ew 


ing 
uly 
ind 
ker 
ing 


ith 
Red 


ex.. 
ker 











_ Wednesday, July 20, 1949 





RADIO 











Oboler Runs from Mason to Prove A 
Point and Mason Runs Back to Spier 


By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, July 19. 


Arch Oboler has been a very se- 
rious guy since the day he was 
called “genius in a_ sweatshirt.” 
It has paid off well enough but 
Mr. O. is not one to take solace 
from self-sufficiency. So he de- 
cided to become more literal and 
immediately suited action to the 
thought. 

“Man,” said Arch, “is always 
running away from_ something, 
which is why I changed the title 
of the James Mason series on NBC 
from ‘Illusion’ to ‘Run Man Run’.” 
And perhaps, just to prove his 
point, he started running away 
from ... the Masons—James and 
Pamela. He finally stopped, but 
not short of complete professional 
divorcement from the English act- 
ing family. 

“He had his ideas about 
penseful drama and I had mine, 
offered Oboler, ‘‘but they seemed 


SuS- 








John H. Mitchell 


(Director of Television for 
United Artists ) 


Discusses 
Television Vs. 
Theatrical Distribution 


In the 4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next W eek 











NABUG Joins In 


to be miles apart. I guess they 
do things differently on the tight 
little isle. I’ve been writing and | 


directing 


suspense - and - surprise | 


pieces since the early days of radio | 


and the process 


ideas and mine could never fuse 


hasn’t changed | 
much over the years. But since his | 


thought it best to get out and let | 


him get another boy.” 


Mason and NBC had talked to a| designed to bar 


half dozen of the top suspense 
craftsmen in the business, among 
them Bill Spier, Dee Engelbach 
and Tony Leader, and studiously 
scrutinized their samples. 
was later 
mentous decision was finally ar- 
rived at: “He’s my boy,” said Ma- 
son, and the first three shows of 
the eight-episode series were put 
on wax, with live music cued on 
night. of the broadcast to circum- 
vent the canned music scale. But 
something told Mason that he may 
have been wrong and the hassling 
started. 
Spier was called back to finish out 
the remainder of the dramatic 
omnibus. 


proved to himself that he’s still a 
enius, even without a sweatshirt. 
e now wears a tie and sport jack- | 

et in harmonious shades. But to 

genius art meras more than 
money and in running away from 

Mason he’s forfeiting a weekly pay- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Equitable ‘FBI 
Switch to NBC? 


Looks like ABC may suffer an- 
other nighttime program reverse. 
This time it would involve the 
Equitable Life-sponsored “This Is 
Your FBI,” 
age which has been one of the more 
attractive after-dark suspense 
shows on the ABC kilocycles. 

NBC is negotiating for a move- 
over of the program into the Fri- 
day night 8:30 time. That’s the pe- 
riod formerly occupied by Camel's 
Jimmy Durante show, which is 


Switching back to 9:30 the same 
night. 


Pearson’s Politico Subs 


Six politicos and government ex- 
perts will appear as summer re- 
Placements for Drew Pearson 
while the ABC commentator takes 
his annual six-week vacation. 

First guest gabber will be Sen. 
Robert A. Taft, Ohio Republican, 
who will discuss the North Atlantic 
Pact, Sunday (24), 











Lowell Thomas Abroad 
Lowell Thomas left yesterday 
‘ues.) on a trip to east and south- 
West Asia with stops in Hawaii, 
apan, China, Siam, India and 
Sikkim. Lowell Thomas, Jr., now 
in Persia, will join him in Cal- 
Cutta, 

The CBS news ‘ster will send 
ack tape-recorded interviews. 


the Jerry Devine pack- | 


Oboler | 
calied in and the mo-' 


So Oboler bowed out and | 


Unions Probe Of 
Radio Blacklist 


Movement of the radio unions 


to combat the use of a “blacklist” 
employment to 
actors, writers and directors, be- 
cause of supposedly “leftist lean- 
ings,” stepped into higher gear 
this week. 

The National and New York 
Councils of the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Unions and Guilds last 
week voted full support to two res- 
olutions of the Radio-Television 
Directors Guild. The RTDG reso- 
lutions set up two committees, one 
to take action in the case of Wil- 
liam Sweets and a second to “take 
such further action as it may deem 


(Continued on page 34) 





Towa News Editors Set 


In taking sudden leave of Mason | 
(night before the takeoff) Oboler 


3-Man Inquiry Board 
On News Coverage Melee 


Des Moines, July 19. 


A three-member committee of 
Iowa radio news editors has been 


named to investigate a recent in- | 


| cident in Des Moines, in which a 


| smashed in their efforts to cover | 


KRNT newsman and an engineer 
are alleged to have been shoved 
around and their tape recorder | 


a news story about the local transit | 
dispute. Damage to the recorder 
was held to be more than $300. 
Chuck Hilton, Mason City, presi- | 
dent of the Iowa Radio News Edi- 
tors’ Assn., appointed Bob Burlin- 
game of KIOA, as chairman, Jack 
Shelley of WHO, and Fran Bouton 
of KWDM, to make the inquiry. 


| All are Des Moines radio editors. 


The report of the committee to 
the association officers will form 
a basis for any action the associa- 
tion may make in “behalf of the 


‘principle of freedom of informa- 


following which a 


tion and freedom of reporting in 
the radio news field.” 

Incident took place June 28 on 
the sidewalk outside a lodge hall 
where a mass meeting of the Des 
Moines Street Car Men’s union 
was held for the purpose of dis- 
cussing plans for a transit strike. 
Newsmen were refused permission 
to attend the meeting but had 
taken a recorded statement from 
the head of the transit system up- 
on his departure from the meeting, 
labor group 
smashed the recorder. Neither 
KRNT man was injured in the af- 
fair. 


WIND’s 106 Gridfest 


Chicago, July 19. 

WIND. Chi, has signed the Chi 
Dodge Dealers Assn. for airing of 
full Northwestern U. football 
schedule, starting Sept. 24 with 
Purdue U. game. Nine-game pack- 
age, with announcer Bert Wilson, 

was peddled for $10,000. 

Deal marks fourth season station 
has carried the games. 





icess to local 
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Despite attacks on “rate cutting 
practices” from various sections of 
|the industry, Per Inquiry (PI) deals 
are spreading at an unprecedented 
rate. PI deals—in which stations 
are paid for each letter pulled in- 
stead of at card rates—are being 
boomed by two companies, Mail 
Order Network and Direct Radio 
Sales, both in New York. 

MON is headed by Harold Kaye. 
former v.p. of Olion agency and 
ex-radio director of Joseph Katz 
Co., and is buying time on stations 
which won't take PI contracts. 
Combining direct air selling with a 
transcription web idea, MON will 
supply members with custom-made 
programs including built-in com- 
mercials with the station’s call 
letters. Three separate programs 
are being lined up, for urban, rural- 
|hillbilly and southern markets. 
| “Stations want mail order biz be- 
|cause it is depression-proof,” Kaye 


says. “But MON shows often flop 
| because they lack topflight pitch- 
men. We'll answer this need with 


each of the three 
Members will take 
five hours a week, 


a specialist in 
regional fields. 
a minimum ot 


with platters in 10- and 15-minute | 


segments.” 
| Kaye’s outfit, which is using 
fringe time, deals only with 


agencies, not manufacturers, and 
items are pre-tested by a Mail Or- 
der Buyers Guild. Products are 
staples such as razor blades, men’s 
socks and nylon hose. 

| MON has already pacted 16 sta- 
tions and expects to have 100 by 
September, when it will kick off 
nationally. N. Y. key, 
will be WOR, Mutual outlet, and 
Kaye's office is in the WOR-MBS 
building, 1440 Broadway. 

Direct Radio Sales, established 
last April, has made arrangements 
with 70 stations, including four 
|50kw outlets. According to DRS 
|prexy Donald Withycomb, “The 
merchandise we offer are high- 
quality gadgets useful in the home. 
ions are sent samples and man- 
ufacturers guarantee that all items 
sent out will be identical. Con- 
| tracts give us and the stations full 
protection against complaints.” 

Withycomb said that stations get 








3 
' price for each letter received, even 
if the letter is a demand for a re- 
fund or if more than one item is 
ordered. ‘In the past,” he said, 
“there were an awful lot of head- 
aches in PI setups because of re- 
turns and complaints. However, 


(Continued on page 36) 





MAIL ORDER NETWORKS SPREAD 








it’s reported, 


0% net of the product’s retail | 


ag HYPO Freelance Scripters See Coin Hypo 


In New Web Farmout Assignments 





William S. Roach 


(Of O’Brien, Driscoll, 
Raftery & Lawler ) 
discusses television film clearances 
in 
‘Road to Bankruptcy’ 
— — * 


one of the many Editorial Features 
in the 
4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


High-Calibre 
Summer Subs 
Surprise Trade 


aspect of the sum- 
mer season thus far has been the 
calibre of a number of the sus- 
taining shows with which the webs 
have been plugging “hiatus time.” 
Despite the recent upbeat in give- 
away shows and a tendency toward 
band remotes to effect savings, it’s 
the general verdict within the 
trade that this summer has wit- 
nessed a replacement cycle far 
superior in quality to the filler 
fare over the preceding few years. 

Cited as illustrations, for ex- 
ample, are such NBC summer ad- 
ditions as the Billie Burke-Harry 
Von Zell “Chicken Every Sum- 
mer,” which got off to such a 
sinart start that it’s considered a 
likely potential as a carryover for 
the fall season; the Cosmopolitan 











Surprising 


mag “Four Star Playhouse” pack- | 
age, on the same web; the new 
James and Pamela Mason Show, 


plus the productional values put 
into the web’s radio adaptation of 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” 

Considered even more of an off- 
season surprise has been qualita- 
tive CBS hot-weather program- 
ming, including such items as the 
Abe Burrows Monday night show, 
the Joan Davis package (already 
sold to American Tobacco), and 
the hour-long “This Is _ Broad- 
W __way. 1s 





WHOM Studio Move to N. Y. Nixed; 


Washington, July 19. 
On a finding that Jersey City has 
far greater need for locally orig- 
inated programs than does New 


York, the FCC yesterday (18) pro- 
posed to deny the application of 
| WHOM, owned by Generoso Pope 
and family, to move its main 
studios to Manhattan. An initial 
decision by J. D. Bond, hearing ex- 
aminer, held that the importance 
of community service outweighs 
the added expense of the Jersey 
City studio plus the “nuisance” of 
the station identification. It was 
expected the station would ask for 
oral argument on the decision. 
While complimenting WHOM for 
its foreign-language service to the 
New York metropolitan audience, 
the examiner concluded that the 
|question of comparative needs of 
|Jersey City and New York for 
‘broadcast stations predominated. 





|He pointed out that New York has 
‘at least 14 standard broadcast sta- 


tion studios and Jersey City only 
one. To allow the WHOM move, 
he said, would give New York 15 
and Jersey City none, thus magni- 
fying the “gross disparity” now 
existing. 

Vith its more than 300,000 popu- 
lation. Jersey City should have ac- 
standard broadcast 


Jersey City’s Need Outweighs All Else 


‘facilities, the examiner said. Needs 
of the citizenry for a community 
medium of information may be 
“significantly met” by standard 
broadcast programs originating in 
local studios, he declared. Serv- 
ice from New York, Newark or 
Paterson doesn't answer this need. 
Neither do FM stations, he said. 

Citing testimony of Jersey City 
leaders at hearings in February and | 
April of 1948 on the move, the ex- | 
aminer said that although the radio | 
voice of the Jersey City community 
may have been “all but stilled” by 
the removal of station WAAT and 
by the “diminishing accessibility” 
of WHOM, the need for expression 
has not ended. The “spirited op- 
position” of the citizenry to the re- 
moval of WHOM, “even though its 
local service is presently negligi- 
ble,” said the examiner, “presents 
the community plea against de- 
struction of the city’s hope for a 
standard radio broadcast outlet. 
We are convinced that the plea is 
meritorious.” 

The examiner said the station 
has been originating all but one of 
its programs each week from its 
New York studio. Denial of the 
request to give up its Jersey Citv 
facilities. he asserted, will not “di- 
rectly require or effect” any change 
in its operations. 


Hair 


| slump to sink so low is 


The lot of the freelance writer 
in radio has been an unhappy one, 
particularly over the past year, 
with the continued unbeat in audi- 
ence participation and giveaway 
programs But the new trend 
around the major networks to farm 
out writing assignments, as partic- 
ularly revealed in the new ap- 
proach toward programming at 
CBS, has served to offer some 
measure of comfort to at least the 
more important boys among the 
freelance fraternity. 

As far as writers go, 
are ‘“‘on staff” any more around the 
webs In its current lopoff cru- 
sade to effect economies, Columbia 
has been left with a staff of four. 
The tendency toward “going free- 
lance” actually set in some time 
back, with such current Hooper hits 
as “‘My Friend Irma,” ‘‘My Favor- 
ite Husband,” “Our Miss Brooks,” 
etc., representing freelance writing 
assignments, even though they're 
on the books as “house-built” 
shows. And when a writer clicks 
with one of the former, he’s gen- 
erally regarded as good for a five- 
to-10-year run. 

In embracing its “package con- 
cept,” along with the other webs, 
CBS today is even willing to buy 
ready-made documentary programs. 


very few 





That represents a far cry from 
network thinking a couple years 
back. 


Not that any of this solves the 
freelance writer’s major problem. 
His real nemesis, they all agree, 
lies in continued public clamor for 
giveaways and audience participa- 
tion programs. All they need are 
good emcees with a gift for the ad 
lib (sans script)—plus a handful of 
merchandise. 


Missouri Radio's 
‘Show Me’ Stance 


Kansas City, July 19. 

Radio biz currently is on the 
skids in this area, according to re- 
ports by half a dozen station man- 
agers in town and around the 
state. While some slippage was 
expected during the summer 
months, billings have gone way 
down for a postwar low. The situ- 
ation is made no happier by the 
fact that costs continue to rise. 

Outlook is not entirely black, 
however, as most stations report 
a healthy fall biz already coming 
in, particularly network stations. 
|Come September and major sta- 
figure the ledgers will be 
fairly well back to normal. 

Just what’s causing the summer 
hard to 
say, but at least three station 
managers would pin it on the retail 
situation. Retailers are finding it 
hard pickings, and their lethargic 
intake is reflected in radio. 

Couple of network stations lay 
some of the blame on the nets, 
which they say haven’t fed them 
the profitable programs this sum- 
mer. Meanwhile the affiliate is 
handicapped in selling time, as it 
is available for only a few weeks 
in the hot months and must be 
held for the net come early fall. 


The Dempsey Dilemma 


Washington, July 19. 

The FCC found itself in a pro- 
cedural pickle today in the case of 
John J. Dempsey, former Nevada 
governor, vs. KOB Albuquerque, 
N. Mex. A _ hearing had been 
skedded for next week, although it 
was discovered by reporters that 
Dempsey had dropped his com- 
plaint four months ago. The 
agency, however, cannot drop it 
that easily and the legal boys are 
stalling for time to work things out. 

FCC’s legal division has asked 
for postponement of the hearing 
and hearing examiner James D. 
Cunningham will probably grant it. 
Case goes back to March, '46, when 
Dempsey asked for revocation of 
KOB's license on grounds that the 
station carried broadcasts attacking 


him under “hidden sponsorship” of 
‘his nolitieal foes 
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Switch of OG ‘Amateur How’ to NBC 


Accents Problem on Time Clearance 


Rush of sponsors to get into tele-+ 


vision for the upcoming fll see TW GETS BIG WELCOME 


son is expected to promote steam- 
ing competition among the major | IN CAROLINAS BOW 
networks in clearing time on af-| 

filiate stations. And NBC, through | ; P a age 
ke fect thet more of its primary the “Armory-Auditorium, television | 
AM affiliates have tele outlets than came to the Carolinas Friday (15) 








Room for Everyone 
Washington, July 19. 

When Variety reported re- 
cently that “every whistle stop 
could have a TV station” un- 
der proposed FCC allocations, 
it was not exaggerating. Study 
of proposed assignments re- 
veals that 160 towns of 1,000 
population or less have been 
allocated channels. 

Two Nevada communities, 
Gerlach and Palisade, each 
with only 100 inhabitants, are 
assigned UHF channels. Las 
Vegas, with 8,000 persons, is to 
get seven channels. 








do the primaries of competing when WBTV staged its official 
webs, is expected to be in a spe-,preem here. Capacity audience of 
iallvy advantageous position. more than 2,000 saw video for the 
ee ee wn first time and reacted enthusiastic- 
Tipoff on NBC's unexpected ajiy to such TV fare as the WBTV 
bounty was disclosed this _week telenews, Cliff Edwards show, “Be- | 
with the switch to that web in the lieve It or Not,” ete. 
fall of Old Gold’s “Amateur Hour, Armory affair was jointly spon- | 
long a Sunday night bulwark On coreg by the Charlotte Observer, | 
DuMont. OG and its agency, Len- Charlotte News, WBTV and the | 
nen & Mitchell, reportedly wanted Charlotte Radio Appliance Dis- | 
more outlets than DuMont could tributors Assn. Owner of the new | 
make available. CBS put 1M 4 outlet is the Jefferson Standard 
strong pitch for the show but was proadcasting Co. Station’s program | 
stymied in its attempts to clear af- manager is Larry Walker, who also | 
filiate time by DuMont, with whom | 


, is sec-treas. of Jefferson. 
it shares many outlets, DuMont re- | 
fusing to give up time on shows : 


previously set. NBC consequently TV Ch | i 
| anneis ror | 
| 


was able to snag the program and 
| e 
35 Minn. Towns 


plans to tee it off in the fall in 
the Tuesday night 10 to 11 slot. 
. . . | 
NBC’s unique advantage lies in | 
the fact that many of its primary | 
Minneapolis, July 19. 

FCC has allocated’ television 

broadcast channels in_ tentative 

proposal to 35 Minnesota cities. 








affiliates have the only TV stations 
operating in several cities. If a 
sponsor wants coverage in those 
cities, consequently, he must do 
business with NBC. Several of the 
stations are shared by NBC with 


CBS. DuMont or ABC, but since Hearing on proposal is set Aug. 29, 
they're NBC primaries, that web With formal action planned before 
reserves the right to have them end of the year. 


Enactment is considered im- 
portant, since many smaller Min- 
nesota cities look toward television 
as relief from those long-winter 
blues. 

Twin Cities would gain no poten- 
tial channels. Seven channels are | 
now allocated here. Two stations, 


clear time for an NBC commercial 
show on 56 days’ notice. 

Such situations exist in Buffalo 
and St. Louis, both of which are 
on the coaxial cable, plus such 
cities as Milwaukee and Minneap- 
olis-St. Paul, which are not con- 
nected. In addition, WLWC in Co- KSTP and WTCN, now have tele. 
lumbus, O., is owned-and-operated | vision 
by Cowles Broadcasting. wich, i |" Under proposal, channels would 

shang ae = Seagiatr 4: 4 | also be available in ert Lea, 
oh aig a a gfichprresninnageion Alexandria, Austin, Bemidji, Brai- 
J vd on, ee iti ~. | nerd, Chisholm, Eveleth, Fairmont, 

pin Hay ny lly ts NBC. Web is ee gee 
“pies eh ts .” Rapids, Hastings, Hibbing (2), In- 

also situated igh raging in| ternational Falls (2), Little Falls, 
such two-station cities as Cleve-| yfankato, Marshall,” Montevideo, 


land, where one of the outlets is New Ulm. Northfeld. Owatonna 
an o.&0. operation. Since the other | pine City. Red Wing, Rochester 


is shared by the three remaining (2). St. Cloud (2), Thief River 

webs, NBC is in a much better pajjs, Virginia, Wadena, Willmar, 

position to clear time for a net- | Winona and Worthington. 

work show. _ | Some are cities of fair size, but 
While CBS has climbed fast in| others are frankly small towns. 

tele since it gave up the fight for | 


Wiser tl, 
color in the spring of 1947, it is) . 
believed that its trailing spot in Nuts to Surveys, This 
Wouldbe TV Fan Yens 
A Good Set at Fair Price 


back to the color fight. Many of 
Baltimore. 





CBS’ basic AM affiliates sat back 
to wait for color and so were later 
getting on the TV air. NBC’s pri- 
maries, mednwhile, with RCA pres- 
ent to sell them transmitting and 
studio equipment as fast as it could 
be turned out, came into TV fast 
and so put NBC in its current good | 
spot. 


Mal Boyd’s Video Show 
Aimed at Giving Viewers 
Insight Into Medium 


Television show titled “This Is 
Television,” designed to give view- 
ers an insight into the medium 
itself, is currenfly being pitched to 
ad agencies and networks by Mal 
Boyd, Hollywood indie producer, 
who arrived in N. Y. Sunday (17). 
Boyd is angling his pitch on the 
theory that the program would be 
a good public relations setup for 
any sponsor connected with the in- 
dustry, such as RCA, Philco, ete. 


Show would be broken down into 
three segments. On the first, a 
viewer, chosen at random, would 
appear as guest and a group of 
actors would dramatize for him the 
answer to pertinent questions on 
TV, as sent in by home viewers. 
Second part would be given over 
to a preem of a new program or 
personality, which would serve 
something as a trailer. Third seg- 
ment would be a “command per- 
formance,” on which stars appear- 
ing on the same network would 
perform in response to viewer re- 
quests, such as a comedian doing 
a straight dramatic bit. 





| Editor, VARIETY: 

You have published surveys, re- | 
ports, analyses and experts’| 
opinions on the uses and the ex- 
pectancy television will play on 
the movies, books, etc. You have 
also reported the slump of sales | 
of television sets! 

Would VARIETY publish this let- 
iter from an average John Q. Pub- | 
| lic? You could head the letter, 
“When Will He Buy a Television 
Set?” 

I'll buy a television set when I | 
;can buy one for $199.50 for a. 
i branded, nationally advertised | 
| 1214-inch set. That is what I want | 
to pay, and from a consensus of 


(Continued on page 55) 








Westinghouse Renews 


‘Studio 1,’ Shifts to Mon. 


Westinghouse this week renewed 
its option on CBS-TV’s “Studio 
One” for next season and set the 
show for the Monday night 10 to 
11 slot starting Sept. 11. Time 
was occupied last season by Ford’s 
“Through the Crystal Ball” and | 
General Foods’ “Goldbergs,” with | 
“Ford TV Theatre” taking over | 
once monthly. | 

Westinghouse decision to move 
“Studio One” to Monday from its 
former Wednesday at 10 time 
gives CBS-TV a potent Monday 
night lineup. With the Dione 
Lucas cooking show set to remain 
{in the 8 to 8:30 time, Arthur God- 
frey’s “Talent Scouts” returns in 
the following half-hour. The Tex | 
McCrary-Jinx Falkenburg “Pre- | 
view” goes at 9, “Goldbergs” at | 
9:30 and “Studio One” at 10. | 
Worthington Miner will resume as | 
‘producer on “Studio,” 








Dallas — Seymour C. Andrews, 
manager of Dallas’ first television 
outlet, KBTW, has announced that 
the outlet expects to go on the air 
on Sept. 1. ony 


General Does 26 More 


i minutes. 


Claim FCC Bid 


Reduces Philly | 


To 3d Class City 


Philadelphia, July 19. 

Charges that Philadelphia is 
being reduced to the status of “a 
third class television city,” are 
being aired here in an effort to 
whip up publie interest over a 
government proposal to eliminate 
one of the four TV channels now 
available. Recent proposal of the 
Federal Communication Commis- 
sion to substitute an ultra-high fre- 
quency channel for the much 
sought after Channel 12 is mini- 
mized as the “‘poorest possible solu- 
tion of the problem.” 

Local bids have been in for 
Channel 12 for almost two years 





} 
| 


| 


from Benedict Gimbel, Jr., presi- | 


dent of WIP (local Mutual outlet), 
and the Philadelphia Daily News 
in conjunction with radio station 
WIBG. Both scouted the UHF 
gift, declaring it would entail the 
expensive conversion of every re- 
ceiver in the city’s 6,000,000 popu- 
lation area. 

An obvious solution suggested | 
for Philadelphia—a city with only 
three television outlets—would be | 
the assignment of the presently 
available Channel 8, rather than 
the undesirable higher range. 
Channel 12, which was being 


| ing 


Johnson, Via Non-Industry Probe, 
Seeks to Clear FCC of Color Delay 





DULUTH SQUAWKING 
OVER TAVERN TV BA 


Minneapolis, July 19. 


Matter of tavern television in 
Duluth, Minn., 150 miles to the 


‘north, continues to go round and 


round there. 

City council has barred 
sion from bars, but held public 
hearings due to protests. Church 
groups backed up council action, 
but Association of Clubs, formed 
for the purpose, derided the ban. 

Association includes representa- 
tives of some 19 clubs, it was re- 
ported. Council laid over any fur- 
ther action in the case. 

Duluth has no TV station of its 
own yet, and relatively few sets 


televi- 


are operating, mostly in public lo- | 


cations. Despite distance, they 


manage to pick up programs from | 


Minneapolis, freak conditions ap- 
parently making reception possible. 


DuMont in New 
Program Shuffle 


DuMont this week put through 
another drastic reshuffle of its pro- 
gramming setup in a move de- 
signed basically to slot the best 





shows at a time most conducive to | 


sponsor interest. Web also col- 
lected its entire block of kids’ pro- 
grams into one 90-minute period 
across-the-board and its daytime 
programs into the 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


| period. 


Laiter move was made, accord- 
to national program chief 
James L. Caddigan, on the basis 
of continuing surveys showing 


| most housewives are home during 
| those hours and most free to watch 


| video. 


sought by Philadelphia at the time | 
of the FCC proposal, would have | 


been in operation, and not avail- 


able for assignment elsewhere, had | 


the Commission not dawdled, it | 


was charged. 
The FCC action denies Philadel- 
phia proper television coverage, 


despite its three stations, and the | launching of two new variety shows 
video public is asked to make it-|and pickups of horse races from 
self heard in Washington before | Monmouth Park, N. J. 
the final FCC consideration of the | Jackpot,” 


proposal Aug. 29. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Chief gripe here is that this city, | 


with the second highest number of | Freedley teeing off in what is te be 
receivers in operation and one of |a rotating guest emcee spot. It re- 
the major TV areas of the nation, | placed the Ted Steele program in 
would be reduced by the FCC pro- | the 9 to 9:30 time. 


posal to the status of such towns 
as Las Vegas, Nev., with a popula- 
tion of 8,000, which also has three 
outlets. New York and Chicago 
both have seven stations. Phila- 
delphia-disputed Channel 12 under 
the FCC proposal would be as- 
signed to Binghamton, N. Y., popu- 
lation 78,000. 





For Procter & Gamble. 


Hollywood, July 19. 
Gordon Levoy’s General Tele- 


(6 p.m. Tnis will Le followed by 





vision Enterprises has inked con- 
tracts with Procter & Gamble for 
the production of 26 additional | 
video pix. Levoy’s firm has just | 
completed the 26 pix called for by 
initial pact. Pix will run 12% 


Under terms of the contract, 
film rights revert to Levoy imme- 
diately after telensing allowing 
immediate sponsorship to anyone 
but a competitive firm. Package 
will go into production Sept. 1. 
Teleplay Productions and Ace Pic- 
tures each made 13 pix in initial 
series. There has been no pro- 
duction unit for this series. 


Pollack Exits WPIX 


James S. Pollack, acting pro- 
gram manager of the N. Y. Daily | 
News’ WPIX for the last several 
months, has resigned effective Aug. 
7. His ankling the station follows 
the appointment last week of War- 
ren Wade, until now NBC-TV exec 
producer, to take over the WPIX | 








| programming job. 


Pollack, who helped 
many WPIX shows, also 
deals for the station to buy the 24 | 
Sir Alexander Korda film 


| Thompson agency. Program is 


‘out 


| format 
_Tie-in with Libby labels on give- | 


As for grouping the kids’ 
shows together, Caddigan said, it 
was “pure common sense” to slot 
them back to back according to 
progressive age groups. Other 
shirts were made, he said, ‘to 
freshen up our viewing for the 
summer.” 

Highlighting the moves were the 


“Talent 
on which entertainers 
compete for a $250 prize, preemed 
last night (Tues.) with Vinton 


Other variety 
program is “Along the Boardwalk,” 
featuring emcee Bill Berns, which 
goes tomorrow (Thurs.) night at 8. 

Moppet programs include three 
of 30 minutes each, starting with 
Bob Emery’s “Smal! Fry” club at 


“Magic Cottaye,” featuring Pat 
Meikle, while “Captain Video” will 
end the kids’ block nightly ex- 
cept Wednesday, when “Growing 
Paynes” will be aired. “Paynes” 
was slotted there as a family-type 
show. 

Monmouth pickups will include 
the fifth and sixth races every aft- 
ernoon except Wednesday at 4:30, 


with Horace Wade doing the call- 
ing. 


Libby Buys a Video 
‘Merchandiser’s Dream’: 
Iron Out Lottery Kinks 


; Chicago, July 19. 
Libby Foods is reported setting 
up final arrangements on an auc- 
tion-type video show for network 
screening through J. Walter 





“Three Johns,” packaged by John 


. Washington, July 19. 

Chairman Edwin Johnson of the 
Senate Committee on Interstate & 
| Foreign Commerce revaled yester. 
| day (Mon.) why he is so concerned 
| that color television not be delayed 
longer than necessary. Making 
public a letter he wrote to Dr. E, U. 
Condon, director of the Bureau of 
Standards, resulting in the appoint- 
ment of a non-industry committee 
to investigate color, Johnson Said 
he wants to resolve “‘once and for 
all” the charges that color has been 
held up by the FCC. 





His committee, said Johnson, 


is 
concerned that through delay in 
development “until such time as 
some electronics experts believe 


that color has reached a state of 
perfection, a chain of circum. 
stances will have been created 
which will tend toward monopoly 
|control of the entire television 
art.” 

| He said the committee is also 
| anxious to minimize “any sharp 
| impact on both station licenses and 
the general public, who already 
have invested one-half billion dol- 
| lars in receiver sets, of any sudden 
| but eventually necessary conver- 
| Sion to color. 

“It is our belief that if both po- 
tential licensees and the set-buying 
public are given all of the facts 
now with respect to color televi- 
sion, less exploitation will ensue 
and less wasteful competition will 
occur. 

Johnson said he was aware that 
receivers and transmitters are not 
now available on a commercial 
scale and that further experimen- 
tation will bring better color pic- 
| tures. But it is not necessary, he 
| asserted, that the art be fully de- 
veloped for minimum standards to 
be fixed by the FCC. 

His letter was written May 20, 
shortly before the Commission an- 
nounced that it would receive color 
proposals at hearings to begin Au- 
| gust 29 in connection with lifting 
| the television freeze. 


‘Chi Pianist in Middle 
In Sponsor Tug of War 
After WGN-TV Debut 


Chicago, July 19. 

Pianist Al Morgan is the mid- 
dleman in a sponsor tug of war, 
following his successful tele series 
via WGN-TV_from Helsings Vodvil 
Lounge. Morgan is starting a new 
series Aug. 3 from the WGN-TV 
studio with a dual bankroller in 
Teletronics and Stromberg Carl- 
son. 


Morgan’s TV debut from Hel- 
sings was considered an _ experi- 
ment by the nitery, and was spon- 
sored by Teletronics and General 
Electric. After several weekly 
screenings, biz picked up so no- 
ticeably at Helsings that the spot 
became eager to have a tele show 
of its own after the 13-week series 
was ended. Teletronics, which 
owns Morgan’s video contract, put 
its foot down on having the pianist 
on any other program but its owr. 


Difficulty is expected to come 
to a head within two weeks when 
Morgan starts his tele series from 
the WGN-TV studio, and on Aug. 5 
returns to Helsings for his regular 
floor show. Whether Helsings can 
put together a TV program with- 
out its top act, or forget its tele 
plans until Morgan’s contract runs 
out in November, is something 
that al! principals concerned aren 
talking about. 


WCPO-TV Set to Go 


Cincinnati, July 19. 











Masterson, John Nelson and John 
Ruddy, and is scheduled for early | 
oe start, probably on NBC- | 


Account execs Ted Jardine and 
Burke Herrick of JWT are ironing 
final obstacles, biggest of 
which is reportedly that proposed | 
resembles a lottery. 


away is believed to have Govern-| 
ment turning thumbs down, and | 


institute | JWT is working hard to eliminate | 
set the | the lottery aspect. 


Libby thinks it has the tele an- 


\ 


s are sei, isn’t i 


Cincinnati’s newest television 
station, WCPO-TV, goes into oper 


; ation July 26. 


A Scripps-Howard property Un- 
der the general managership 0° 
M. C. Watters, veepee of Scripps 
Howard Radio, Inc., it will be the 
second S-H TV operation. The com- 
pany’s first television station, 
WEWS in Cleveland, has been in 
operation since December, 1947. 

WCPO-TV’s first offering to the 
public will be a pickup of the - 
cinnati Reds-Boston Braves _ 
game at Crosley Field the night 0 


; oldies it: swer to “Merchz.idiser’s Dream”! July 26. Waite Hoyt, former big 
has syndicated, plus a new group | and until detail | 
iof top American and British films. ing. 


league pitcher, will do the com- 
mentary on the game, 
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~— AMs Top 10 in 


Competing networks, as well a 
zation, could find no bugs this w 


N. Y. Bow to TV 


s reps of the C. E. Hooper organi- 
eek in DuMont’s eye-opening pre- 


diction that radio’s “Top 10” shows will have less of an audience in 
N. Y. homes this fall than would the television shows opposite them. 


DuMont statement, made by net 


work chief Commander Mortimer 


W. Loewi, is based on the current Hooper share-of-audience fig- 


ures. 

DuMont research director Alf 
figures as far ahead as 1952, uti 
N. Y., but a random sampling in 
share-of-audience percentagewise 
and TV. Despite these attempts 


red McQuillan, in projecting the 
lized not the TV homes alone in 
all homes. He also deflated the 
that would be held by both radio 
to refrain from climbing too far 


out on a limb, the figures showed radio and TV would be about 
equal in pull this fall but that TV would pull steadily ahead during 


the next couple of years. 
mate, tele will have 55.8 of the 
will be down to about 12. 


By 1952, according to the DuMont esti- 


total N. Y. audience, while radio 


Loewi noted, of course, that DuMont was the only web in a posi- 


tion to release such statistical 
affiliation to protect. While the 


surveys because it has no radio 
survey was confined to the N. Y. 


area alone, he declared the country’s top 10 major markets now lag 


less than eight months behind the N. Y. 


tion of TV homes. As a result, 


area in degree of satura- 
Loewi said, firms now financing 


several of radio’s “Top 10” programs will be forced to abandon 
them because they’ve lost so much of their audiences.” 

DuMont study showed radio and TV would each have 400,000 
homes this fall during the hours when radio’s top 10 shows are 


aired. 
since Tele has always played to 
radio. 
that Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 


This is more favorable for TV than the figures represent, 


more people in a home than has 


McQuillan, to emphasize his deflating tendencies, noted 


Theatre,” highest-rated tele show 


by far, did not even enter into the picture, since none of radio’s top 


10 is aired opposite it, in the Tue 


sday night 8 to 9 slot. 








Opera on TV Will Improve Standards — 
Of Stage, Sez Tibbett; Stuffing to Go 


By BERT BRILLER 4 


Opera on television will have 
qualities which opera in theatres 
has never realized, according to 
Lawrence Tibbett. Just as the film 
added new features to those offered 
by the stage, the Met singer feels, 
TV will give new appeals to musi- 
cal drama. 

“With video every home will be 
in the first row of the opera house,” 
Tibbett says. ‘Tele will, of course, 
lack the spectacular quality of a 
large ensemble, but, on the other 
hand, it will have the virtue of the 
closeup, photographically and mu- 
sically. In a theatre subtle expres- 
sions and the intimate significance 
of the words is often lost. 


to think more and do less, eliminat- 
ing the broad gestures of the stage, 
which, incidentally, are frequently 
too broad even for the opera house. 
And the distorted facial expres- 
sions of operatic technique will also 
have to go.” 

Another advantage, he feels, is 
that there will be a more favorable 
balance of sound for the singer. 
In the theatre the voices are very 
often overpowered by the orches- 
tra, and the words are subordi- 
nated. 

“Opera isn’t exclusively high- 
brow entertainment,” Tibbett said. 
“It is high- and middle- and some- 
times lowbrow. It has dramatic 
and musical qualities which can 
appeal to a cross-section of the 
public. But the greatest obstacle 
in the way of popular appreciation 
has been that of language. Only 


the musically educated, those who. 


speak foreign tongues and the ar- 
tistic snobs and stuffed shirts can 
be expected to sit in a theatre for 
hours carried along by a dramatico- 
musical production without under- 
standing a word of the story.” 

To point up the desirability of 
translating operas into English for 
TV, Tibbett cited the fact that in 


(Continued on page 36) 


Det. TV Billings Upbeat 


Detroit, July 19. 

Over $78,000 worth of new busi- 
ness has been placed with WXYZ- 
TV in the first 12 days of July, 
it was announced by James G. Rid- 
dell, station manager. 

Largest of the sales was the ABC 
cooperative wrestling matches tele- 
cast Wednesday evenings. Fifty- 
two-week tab was picked up by Gil 
Schaefer, Detroit Hudson dealer. 

Other sales include the E & B 
Brewing Co., Detroit; Benrus 
Watch Co., Pall Mall, Kistenman 
Watch Bands, Old Golds. Admiral 
Corp. and Oldsmobile Motors. 





TV | 
will therefore have to develop new | 
techniques of operatic acting and | 
singing. The performer will have | 


2 





Fred D. Ogilby 


(Manager of TV Sales, 
Philco Corp.) 
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Speidel Buying 
~ Wynn's 206 Show 





this week to sponsor the Ed Wynn 
program, which is scheduled to tee 
‘off Oct. 6 in the 9 to 9:30 slot via 
| CBS-TV. Show will be kinescoped 
\from the studio of KTTV, CBS’ 
Hollywood outlet, and aired on kine 
in all cities, including Los Angeles, 
|except San Diego, where it will be 
‘seen live. Wynn thus becomes 


trade observers, if the venture 
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Television will enjoy its biggest 


|commercial year to date in the up- 


coming fall season 

tically all bankrollers 
summer siesta expected back, at 
least 11 new ones have already 
pacted for TV shows and 
chiefs at the various networks are 


With prac- 
now on a 


sales 


|confident the total will far exceed 


that by Sept. 1. 
NBC is pacing the field to date in 


ithe new sponsor sweepstakes with 


seven or more either inked or due 
to sign within the next few weeks. 
American Tobacco, for Lucky 
Strikes, will back a simulcast of 
its Saturday night “Hit Parade” 
and, for Pall Malls, will bankroll 


|a separate TV version of its “Big 


| Story,” 


which it now sponsors on 
NBC-AM. Tele show is to go in 
the Monday night at 10 slot. 

Pabst Beer plans to launch a sep- 
arate televersion of “Life of Riley’ 
in the Tuesday night at 9:30 period 
and Alka-Seltzer takes over spon- 


|sorship of ‘Quiz Kids,” now aired 
| sustaining, starting in the fall on 


Wednesday nights at 10. Model 
Tobacco has bought an_ untitled 
mystery show to be seen in the 


| Thursday night at 10 period, fol- 
|lowing the Buick-sponsored Olsen 


| will probably move to Wednesdays 
In addition, Vick Chem- 
|ical has taken an option on NBC- 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Speidel Watch Band Co. signed | 


& Johnson program. Latter moves 
to Thursday nights at 9 when Mil- 
ton Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
returns to the air in the fall. 


BANKROLL 


YEAR 
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‘Stars Board TV 


| 


| 
| 


Summer Shuttle 


| 


| That anticipated L. A. to N. Y. 
trek of Hollywood name perform- 
ers interested in establishing them- 
selves in television has started. 
With most of TV’s current sponsor 
activity centered in the east, com- 
| bined with the bankrollers’ wari- 
ness of kinescope recordings, Hol- 


K OF NEW Philly's Political Free-for-All Record 
ENTS QN TAP, Audience as Corruption 


Charges Fly 


Philadelphia, July 19. 


largest 


The 





radio-television au- 
dience ever to hear a local political 
meeting listened and watched the 
long-awaited, unrefereed, and vit- 
riolic debate between Sheriff Aus- 
tin Meehan and Richardson Dil- 
worth at the Academy of Musie 
Tuesday 12 
Out of every 1,000 TV receivers 
in Philadelphia 644 were turned 
on, and as the hour-and-a-half de- 
bate went into the homestretch all 
644 sets were tuned in to the Mee- 
han-Dilworth imbroglio.- The fig- 
ures were compiled by Radox, op- 
erated by the Sindlinger Co., in 
Philadelphia Average TV listen- 
ing on Tuesday nights, according 
to Radox, is 511 sets out of every 
1,000 
Radio interest was similarly 
high. Over a period of time, Radox 
operators have found on Tuesday 
nights 175 out of every 1,000 radio 
homes have sets in use. During 
the Meehan-Dilworth debate, a 


high of 386 sets per 1,000 were in 
use, 216 of which were turned in to 
the Academy show. 

The long-outstanding feud be- 
tween Meehan, one of the leaders 
of the Republican organization in 
Philadelphia, and Dilworth, attor- 
ney and defeated Democratic can- 
didate for Mayor, aroused almost 
spectacular public interest. Tick- 
ets for the Academy of Music were 


Also on NBC Lever Bros. has lywood talent has found the only evenly divided and given to Sup- 
taken an option on “Clock,” now | way it can move ahead in TV is to, Porters of both men; but the 3,004 
‘aired Mondays at 8:30, but which) head for Manhattan. 


at 8:30. 


TV for a 15-minute show. 


| CBS-TV this week signed a 52- 
| week deal for Speidel Watch Band fourth-place rank in set circulation,’ sored shows dropped. 
Co. to bankroll the upcoming Ed Coast 
Wynn program from the Coast and 
pacted with 


several weeks ago 
(Continued on page 36) 


Cavalcade TV 
Series for du Pont 


Hollywood, July 19. 
BBD&O is angling for a produc- 
tion unit for the filming of 26 





'“Cavaleade of America” television 


pictures. duPont, which sponsors 
the ‘‘Cavalcade”’ radio program, has 
okayed show for video, but wants 
it filmed for less than $8,000 per 
30-minute telenser. 


Ad agency is searching for a pro- 
duction deal whereby films are 
handed to duPont for below cost. 
Producer will reserve rights for 
foreign distribution schools and 


16m homeshowings with which to | 


make his profit. 





Strawhat Patterns Play 


‘the first top-name star to take a) 
chance on kine and, according to) 


proves successful, it can advance | 


'’V two to three years on the Coast. 


Half-hour program will carry an 
$18,000-$20,000 talent and produc- 
‘tion nut, which will make it the 
i.ost expensive in video. Cec” & 
Presbrey, agency for Speidel, has 


On CBS Tele Version 


In a switch from the usual pro- 


cedure, a television production will | 


‘be the pattern for a legit offering. 


igiven Wynn carte blanche in han- | 


dling the commercials for the 
show. Comedian, who returned to 
‘the Coast yesterday ‘Tues.) after 
s-veral weeks in N. Y., declared he 
/had had offers from a cigaret firm, 
a gasoline company (not Texaco, 
\his former radio sponsor) and a 
‘tire outfit. Contract with Speidei, 
| which also has a piece of “Stop the 
Music” on ABC-AM, 
weeks. 





| TV in a Hurry 

Grand Rapids, Mich., July 19. 

WLAV-TV here did a rush con- 
struction job, getting its equip- 
ment June 25 and broadcasting its 
first test pattern by July 16. 

Engineers report good reception 
of the picture in Battle Creek, 
Kalamazoo, Lansing and in Manis- 
tee, 101 miles north of here. 


runs 52) 


The Adelphi College, (N.Y.) sum- 
mer theatre will offer for three 
performances beginning Monday 
(25) Joe Liss’ video adaptation of 
Millen Brand’s “The Outward 
Room.” Play was done a 
months ago over CBS-TV’s “Studio 
One” under the production super- 
vision of Worthington Miner. 

The Adelphi offering will be pro- 
duced and directed by Victor 
Jacoby and will include some cuts 
made in the original video version 


TV on the Great Lakes 


Milwaukee, July 19 ; 
Shipboard installation of a TV 
set has been tried here by the S.S. 





| Milwaukee Clipper, a Great Lakes 


passenger liner, with “excellent 
reception” of Milwaukee's WTMJ- 
TV reported for itssentire crossing 
of Lake Michigan, an 85-mile trip 

Antenna for the reception is 135 
feet high, with the set installed in 
the ship’s recreation room, where 
it was reported as drawing “large 
crowds.” 


Detroit Restaurant So | 


few | 


Hollywood is still N. Y.’s little 
sister as far as TV sponsor interest 
is concerned. Despite the wealth 
of material available, the presence 
of six stations on the air and L. A.’s 


stations have seldom been 

able to sell a show for more than 

$500 maximum. That budget, split 
| among the many production factors, 
| leaves very little for talent. Asa 
| result, performers are convinced 
| the only way they can make out in 
| TV is to move east. 

General system evidenced to date 
is for them to visit N. Y. during 
the current summer hiatus period, 
where they have a chance to show- 

| case their talents in guest spots. 
| Buddy Rogers, for example, who 


‘has his own tele show on the Coast, | 


arrived in N. Y. Monday (18) for a 
series of guestspots, which will be 


topped off by his subbing for va- | 


cationing Ed Sullivan next Sunday 
(24) on CBS-TV’s “Toast of the, 
Town.” Actor Alan Mowbray 
starred on NBC-TV “Chevrolet on 
| Broadway” Monday night. In addi- 
tion, both Eddie Bracken and Phil 
Reed have been set for several TV | 
shots during their current stays in 
i: Ae ¢ 
| While the vacation period has 
| opened many spots for the aspiring 
| Coasters, it has also proved detri- 
| mental in a way. Number of dra-| 
| matic shows, for instance, have al- | 
| ready laid off for the summer, so | 
that the number of available shows | 
, on which the Hollywoodites can ap- 
pear is limited. 





Bans Patrons From His 





Kids Can Watch Video 


Detroit, July 19. 

Restaurant owner Thomas Ragan 
hates to see children going to bars 
with their parents to watch tele- 
vision shows. 

So, with the blessings of Police 
Commissioner Harry S. Toy, Ragan 
will throw open his restaurant on | 
Detroit’s west side as a community | 
television center after business | 
hours. No drinks or food will be | 
served during thé entertainment | 
hours from 7 to 11 p.m. | 

Ragan, 70, former manager of 
several Detroit area radio stations, 
said he wanted to ‘find out whether 
parents are just using television as 
an excuse for taking their kids to 
bars with them.” 

Toy said the police department's 
long struggle with the problem of 
children in bars had been compli- 
cated by television. 


| tickets were far too few for the 
number of people wanting in, 
Scalpers were getting as high as 
$10 in advance for the free ducats. 

Three radio stations carried the 


forensic drama, with three spon- 

The show 
was one of the most exciting politi- 
cal rallies ever caught, and war- 
ranted all the air and press builds 
up. Meehan branded his platform 
mate as a “political faker,” and 
offered the record of his opponent 


in exhibit 

Dilworth on his part named Mee- 
han as the symbol of “the corrupt 
City Hall machine,” accused the 
Sheriff of being the political over- 
lord of the Northeast, and named 
specific places for the payoffs in 
the handbook and numbers rackets. 
There were no holds barred, and 
it was easy to understand the 
mounting radio and TV audiences 
once any listener picked up the 
debate. 

Immediately following the de- 
bate Benedict Gimbel, Jr., offered 
WIP’s facilities to the political op- 
ponents to hold a rematch before 
a picked audience. Dilworth ae« 
cepted, but Meehan nixed all fur- 
ther platforming. The meeting 
won the attehtion of all national 
news services, as well as Life mag 
coverage. 


ADMIRAL MAY SCRAM 
186 ‘BROADWAY REVUE’ 


Status of the Admiral Broadway 
Revue’s fall prospects is currently 
in doubt. It's reported that the 
$18,000 weekly time and talent ex- 
penditure is somewhat too much 
for the tele firm to carry at this 
time and package is being pitched 





to other sponsors. There’s some 
talk that Admiral may buy a half- 
hour show as replacement. 
Admiral, however. still retains 
an option on the show for a full- 
hour, but whether deal will be re- 
newed with the William Morris 


agency and the Kudner ad agency, 
owners of the package, is in doubt. 


64,500 Cleve. Sets 


eveland, July 19. 


Greater Cleveland’s’ television 
receiver total went to 64,500 with 
the installation of 5.391 sets during 
June. Kit seis and unreported 


sales are believed to have upped 
the total to more than 70,000. 
Survey is conducted by the West- 
ern Reserve University Bureau of 
Business Research, in conjunction 


‘with WEWS and WNBK, 
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_ Attention, 
- Modest-Budget 


Advertisers! 


clere’s a Brand-New Idea 
in Network Radio 


ABC’s new “4 for 1” plan gives you, for the first time in radio history, 
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the opportunity to sponsor a year-round, nighttime, full-hour, coast-to- 


coast campaign for less than $300,000... time, talent and commission. 


For complete details call ABC Network Sales—Circle 7-5700. 
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E AND JANIE | 
ith George O'Hanlon, Lurene 
Tuttle, Willard Waterman, Jef- 
frey Silver, Hope Emerson, Mar- 
vin Miller; announcer, Don Wil- | 
son 

Producer-director: Helen Mack 

Writers: Paul West, Nate Monister, 
Ricky Vollard 

30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p. m. 

TUMS 

NBC, from Hollywood 

(Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample ) 

Just as westerns have become 

standardized over the years, radio 

has formulaized a type of situa- 

tion comedy that might be tagged 

the Suburban. The ingredients 

are a henpecked husband who is 

not too bright; a chattering change- 


able wife; and one or more pre- 
cocious kids who alternately cause 
trouble and solve the family’s di- 
lemma For the hoss-opry’s hea- 
vies the Suburban substitutes the 
wife’s mother and the hubby's 
boss. And in place of gun piay 
and chases the new genre uses do- 
mestic quarrels and the battle of 


the sexes. 

Summer replacement for the Alan 
Young show falls into the f) 
cal Suburban pattern. The 
tion, which might have been used 
on any other series of its kind, 
found the suburbanites feverishly 
preparing for a visit from his boss 


pi- 


situa- 


and her mother, with the latter 
snafuing chances for a raise by 
confusing the executive with a 
peeping Tom. Junior, however, 
saved the day by mistaking the 
conipany pyexy for President Tru- 


man and giving him proper defer- 
ence. 

Intellectually the stanza was as 
empty as a sailor’s pants pockets. 
Broadcast unwound slowly, but the 
Jatter half included a number of 
funny lines, particularly good being 
some jibes at the boss’ eulogy of 
his paper factory as “alma mater.” 
Another humorous sequence was 
provided by the use of a “time ma- 
chine” device which picked up the 
matrimonials in various stages of 
a fight and reconciliation. 

Performances by George O’Han- 


JAMES AND PAMELA MASON YOU AND EDUCATION 
SHOW | With James B. Conant, Lyman Bry- 


With James Mason, Pamela Kel- son 
lino, Lurene Tuttle, others; an- 15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri. (18-22), 


nouncer, Frank Barton {| 6:15 p.m. 
Producer - Director - Writer: Arch Producer: Robert Hudson 
Oboler | Sustaining 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. CBS, from Boston 
Sustaining In a special series of five infor- 


NBC, from Hollywood mal conversation-interviews this 

This eight-week serieS WaS week, CBS is presenting an un- 
launched to the accompaniment of yecyal opportunity for educators 
policy differences between Mr. and and laymen alike. This is a series 
Mrs. James Mason and producer- of talks between CBS Counselor on 
director- writer Arch Oboler, the pypblic Affairs Lyman Bryson and 
latter resigning before the preem president James B. Conant of Har- 
but after he had sold three tran- yard on American education. As 


scriptions to NBC. The opening 
broadcast, one of those turned out 
by Oboler, betrayed no signs of 
behind-the-scenes conflict. It was 
slick, taut drama. 

Story cast Mason as a wealthy 
Britisher who goes to Africa to kill 

man, the confession introducing 
in element of shock. It built sus- 
pense carefully and steadily, piqu- 
ing listener’s interest as to 
whom he’d murder, and why. Cli- 
max revealed that he would slay 
the man who allowed his bride to 
be killed by a lion. In the twist 
ending it turned out that the 
coward he was after was himself 
and he commits suicide. 

The role was sensitively played 
by the pie star, catching the fran- 
tic and tortured quality of a man 
determined on revenge. Pamela 
Kellino, Mason’s actress-writer 
wife, was good in the femme lead, 
although the scene in which she 
pleads with him to abandon his 
plan was over-acted. Of special 
note were sound effects of jungle 
noises and the weird chant of a 
tribal dance, both recorded while 
Oboler was on an African safari. 
Descriptions of the African locale 
bore the stamp of realism and 
David Raksin’s musical score had 
an original flavor. 

Stanza ovened with Mason ex- 
plaining the nature of the series 
and closed with his wife inviting 
letters of guidance. Both personal 
touches were good showmanship. 

Bril. 


the 





lon and Lurene Tuttle as the Mr. | 


and Mrs. were competent, while 
Willard Waterman turned in a 
g00d job as the pompous boss. Mu- 
sical bridges were provided by 
Johnny Duffy at the organ. Bril. 


THE ETERNAL LIGHT 

(The Words W_ Live By’) 

With Dr. Judah I. Goldin, modera- 
tor; Raymond Massey, Marvin 
Lowenthal, Marie Syrkin 

Producer: Milton E. Krents 

39 Mins.; Sun:, 12:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

N&EC, from New York 
Aimed at exploring the manner 

in which Biblical ideas have at- 

fected world history and contem- 
porary thought, the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary’s Eternal Light, 

an NBC sustainer, has evolved. a 

new summer series, “The Words 

We Live By.” For the program’s 

second airing Sunday (17) a panel, 

which included actor Raymond 

Massey, informally discussed the 

applfcation of the 13th chapter of 

Job to present-day life. 

As analyzed by writer-lecturer 
Marie Syrkin, critic-historian Mar- 
vin Lowenthal, moderator Dr. 
Judah I. Goldin and Massey, the 
passage from Job provoked sharp 
differences of opinion. However, 
Dr. Goldin neatly summed up that 
the crux of the issue is “What is 
suffering?’ Half-hour discussion, 
although somewhat technical and 
rambling, was a compelling airer 
which ‘agai> pointed up the fact 
that one must have complete faith 
or suffer the consequences. Airer 
is an ideal one for the Sabbath. 

Gilb. 





FOR US THE LIVING 
With Dr. Arthur J. S. Rosenbaum, 
moderator; John P. McArdle, 

Irving M. Engel, Dr. Ethel Al- 

penfels 
Producer: Tony Provost 
Director: Clay Daniel 
20 Mins.; Sun., 2 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

Somewhat similar to its parent 
net’s new biblical program. “The 
Words We Live By,” is WNBC’s 
“For Us the Living” which 
preemed Sunday (17). Both stanzas 
utilize panel discussions of pas- 
Sages from the Bible. For its initia] 
airer, the WNBC forum analyzed 


the first commandment and subse-|! . : 
from the former regime at WABY 
| and 


quent broadcasts will take up the 
other nine. 

With Drv Arthur Rosenbaum 
as moderator, laymen John P. Mce- 
Ardle, Irving M. Engel and Dr. 
Ethel Alpenfels carried on a 
spirited discussion of “Thou Shalt 
Honor the Lord Thy God.” Trio’s 
analysis at times tended to deviate 
from the subject, but their obser- 
vations on such kindred themes as 
“why not a one world religion?” 
and ‘do we have any houses of 
bondage today?” added 
literate and intelligent a. 

ilb. 


|U. S. Bureau of Mines to 
| Safety 
were also stressed. Tom Glazer’s 


up to a. 


TWO BILLION STRONG 

(World Wide Safety in Mines) 

With Sir Will Lawther, Jeff Sparks, 
Tom Giazer, others; Geraila 
Kean, narrator; 
Semmler, music 

Writers: Millard Lampell, Stephen 
Fischer 

Producer: Kean 

Director: William Hamilton 

50 Mins.; Sat. (26), 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from New York 
Originally debuting on ABC last 

April, the United Nations’ docu- 


mentary, ‘‘Two Billion Strong,” is | 


being repeated on the net for what 
is believed to be a “‘first’’ in net- 
work history. Saturday's (16) stan- 
aa, the third in the repeat series, 
was a forceful dramatization of the 
hazardous working conditions in 
coal mines. 


These occupational dangers, 
U.N. narrator Gerald Kean pointed 
out, came under the scrutiny of the 
mines committee of the U. N.’s In- 
ternational Labor Organization 
held in Pittsburgh last May. 
Group's steps to improve the lot of 
the miners were interesting, but 
the program's chief punch was at- 
tained in several recorded  se- 
quences which not only took the 
listener into a mine at Bruceton, 
Pa., but also brought in varied in- 
dividuals for “on-the-spot” inter- 
views. 

Handled by U. N. radio officer 
Jeff Sparks, the interviews gave 
the airer a crisp atmosphere of 
authenticity. Particularly effective 
, were the comments of Britain’s 
| “John L. Lewis,” Sir Will Lawther, 
who heads the British miners’ 
union. Via a recording, the 1947 
'disaster at Centralia, Ill., where 
111 miners were killed, was reen- 
acted. Although the Millard 
Lampell-Stephen Fischer — script 
went all out to emphasize the perils 
of coal mining, the efforts of the 
promote 


by controlled explosions 
warbling of folk tunes formed ex- 


cellent musical bridges. Gilb. 





MASK & WIG 
With Elaine Drooz, guests 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 
Sustaining 
WABY, Albany 

Show business stanza, a holdover 


2:15 p.m. 


handled for sometime by 
Cathie Rice, is now guided by 
Elaine Drooz, women's program di- 
rector. The usual syndicated. 
stereotyped Hollywood chatter and 
a mystery tune _ (with 
passes for correct identification), is 
supplemented by guest 
ances of show business people. Lat- 
ter perk up the block, this being 
particularly so during the summer 
season, when Capital district straw- 
hat companies are tapped. 

Stars, featured players and pro- 
(Continued on page 34) 


theatre | 


appear- | 


head of the oldest, richest and 
academically the leading U. S. col- 
lege, Conant is most qualified to 
speak on the subject. As a down- 
to-earth twongy Yankee, with a 
kinship for the man-of-the-street 
and a feeling for phrase, he makes 
his points clearly and succinctly. 
Monday’s (18) program was set- 
ting the background for the series, 
and for the first part was a little 
too general and pedestrian. But 
under Bryson’s cogent questioning, 
the Harvard prexy began to hit his 
stride in mid-program, and from 
then on made a powerful impres- 
sion. Explaining the part our edu- 
cational system played in develop- 
ing American culture, Conant 
pointed to the maximum degree of 
individual freedom under our sys- 
tem, and to the unity based on di- 
versity that is the strength of our 
system. He admitted there was 
lack of equality of education, due 
to the fact that smaller towns had 
less opportunity for development 
than bigger cities, and said this 
condition should be remedied. 
Conant was at his finest when he 
cited the point that America’s free 
school system was the best defense 


against the challenge of com- 
munism. It was here that Conant 
made his best points—that he 


doesn’t think there will be a war 
between Russia and the U. S., that 
most emphatically there was no 
need of war, that “neither side 
ought to be foolish enough to get 
involved in one.” He was confi- 
‘dant of U. S. moral strength. “In 
la free market of ideas,” he said, 
| ‘we'll win anytime (over the Rus- 
| sian system).” But we mustn’t be 


too optimistic, he added; it will be | 


a slow process winning the ideolo- 


through the Iron Curtain to do it. 
Bron. 


|'With Morton Downey, Charles 
Webster, Anne Seymour, Terry 
Keane, Neil O’Malley, Chester 
Stratton, Paul Mann, Clyde 
North, Jacqueline’ Billingsley, 
Mercer McCleod; Carmen Mas- 
tren orch; Art Hannes, an- 
| nouncer 

Producer: Sam Abelow 

Director: John Dietz 

Writer: Irve Tunick 

Composer: Alfredo Antonini 

30 Mins., Fri. (15), 10:30 p. m. 

| Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 

_ CBS combined with the Ameri- 
,can Legion Auxiliary to produce 
‘a stirring, effective bit of Ameri- 
'eana Friday (15), in “The Ballad 
‘of James Otis.” Telling in drama 
and song the struggle of Otis, ad- 


vocate-general of the Massachu- | 


setts colony in 1761, who led the 
fight against the British Crown’s 
‘practice of searching colonists’ 


| 


|homes without proper warrants, 
'the web offered an absorbing half- 
hour of entertainment—and a mes- 
| Sage. The message—that a man’s 
‘home is his castle and his privacy 
\is sacred from arbitrary power— 
‘is especially pertinent today, in an 
/era of general hysteria and inva- 
‘sion of personal rights. 

| Story was told as a dramatic 
| sketch, interspersed with bits of 
balladry sung by Morton Downey 
and a chorus, 
based on two Revolutionary Day 
ballads, “Heart of Oak” and “Toast 
to Washington,” set excellently to 
modern music by Alfredo Anto- 
/nini. 
/matic story that had bite and color. 
The tale was told simply and ef- 
fectively, and was directed and per- 
formed in as fine style. Otis, lead- 
ing the fight against the notorious 
| general writs of assistance with 
| which the customs collectors arbi- 


trarily searched the homes of col- | 


onists, suffered ridicule, physical 


| beatings and worse, until the 
American Revolution secured his 


| a. 


| AMERICA’S FUNNYBONE 


With Gilbert Seldes; guests, Harry 
| Hershfield, Dr. Frederick Wert- 


| ham, Abe Burrows 

| Producer: Dick Pack 

| Director: Henry Morgenthau III 

| Writer: Seldes 

'15 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, New York 
When a number of professional 

wits gather to probe the business 


of being funny it can become a/ 


serious, academic subject. Appeal 
of this new stanza, which will cover 
‘humor from Awful Puns to Zany 
Comics, lies in its treating the 
matter from an intellectual point 
of view but at the same time hand- 
ling it lightly and wittily. 

Series deals with questions gen- 
erally ignored by radio, such as 
the dangers of dialects, the un- 
funny comic strips and the Freu- 
dian analysis of laughter. Preem 
brought before the mike cartoon- 
ist-comedian Harry Hershfield, 
psychologist Frederick Wertham 
and CBS’ Abe Burrows. Hershfield 
underlined the point that “humor 
which comes closest to truth sur- 
vives,” adding that mother-in-law 
gags have stayed around because 
the problem is universal. | 
Wertham summed up the Freudian 
concept of humor as “letting the 
cat out of the bag,” but said there 
ean be no simple, single theory of 
humor because people laugh for 
many reasons. Burrows, who prob- 
ably because of his writing-per- 
forming background was the most 
articulate, stressed the sadistic 
element of laughter at the expense 
of someone else’s misfortune. 

Seldes edited and integrated his 
recorded chats with a literate, droll 
commentary. However, humor is 
essentially social and lack of an 
audience was felt when Hersh- 
field’s and Burrow’s jocular ex- 
amples were delivered in an empty 
studio. Fault could have been 
remedied by getting all the experts 
around the mike instead of offer- 
ing them in separate, tete-a-tete 
interviews. 
starting because of an overlong 
intro by Seldes. Despite these 
shortcomings, airer stacks up as 
an informative, provocative | a 

ril. 


THIS IS WHAS 


Alexander gical war, and we'll have to break With Pete French, Dick Oberlin, 


Sam Gifford, John Lair, Jimmy 
Finegan, Paul Clark, Milton 


some; Bob Lawson, announcer 
Producer-Writer: Bud Johnson 
60 Mins., Mon., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

Before a studio audience of 
sponsors and advertising men, the 
| WHAS staff went all-out» to give 
listeners and those who make local 
radio entertainment possible, a re- 
view of outstanding locally pro- 
duced shows. While only segments 
of the WHAS talent lineup were 
included, the airing ran the gamut 
from news and audience participa- 
tion to hillbilly. Practically every 
announcer, newsman, sportscaster, 
vocalist, and m. c. on the WHAS 
roster gave out with a sample of 
his ether wares, and the result was 
|a lively sampling of the WHAS 
| live-talent array. 

Idea was dreamed up to provide 
'a special housewarming for the 
‘new WHAS studios, ranking with 
| the most modern in the country. 
| Herbie Koch’s big Kilgen organ 
|boomed out with the fanfares and 
/musical bridges, as well as having 
;a spot for his “Memory Time,” a 
| new organ sesh which incorporates 
a letter-writing gimmick, with gals 
|sending in their favorite melody 
and the memories associated with 
it. Best letters received are read 
on the program and recorded, to- 





| gether with the memory tune, and 


the music being | 


| 


| the 


Charles Webster, playing Otis, | 


was dignified and stirring in an 
/eloquent defense of man’s privacy 
‘in his home. Supporting cast was 
also fine. Downey, doubling as 
narrator and ballad-singer, was ap- 


pealing in both roles, lending add- | 


ed sincerity to a choice program. 


Bron. 





independent Athens station boasts 
the addition of Franklin Butler to 
its staff. For the past two years, 
Buttler has headed the radio de. 
— Rn the University of 
, Georgia’s Henry W. Grady §S 

jof Journalism, poor eee 


Athens, Ga.—WRFC, 10,000-watt | 


audience as well. 


Irve Tunick scripted a dra- | studios 


|a record sent to the winner. 

| Brief rundown of the WHAS 
| programs presented in part on this 
one-hour show ig the pub- 
lie opening of the new WHAS 
follows: Dick Oberlin, 
news; Sam _ Gifford, ‘“Ballad’s 
Bazaar;” morning femee_ show; 
Ken Meeker, a.m. fixture “That’s 
Story;” Bud Abbot, disk 
jockey show, with Tom Brooks, 
John Lair, Renfro Valley Folks, 


ved in from Renfro Valley; Bob’ 


rench, “Man On Street;” Bob 
Lawson and _ Herbie’ Koch, 
“Memory Time;’ Jimmy Finegan 
and Phil Sutterfield, sports; Jack 
Starkey, “Circle Star Ranch;” Jim 
Walton, “Coffee Call,” femme au- 
dience participationer. 

Pete French was a brisk, smooth 
m. ¢c., and production was written 
and directed by Bud Johnson. En- 
tire production was supervised by 
Peter R. Disney. 


Show gave the sponsors, adver- | 


tising reps and their ladies, a gen- 
erous sampling of the WHAS tal- 
ent. from disk-—jockeys to musical 
combos, and the lengthy stanza 
made perky listening for the air 
Large array of 
acts and specialties was well rou- 


| tined, indicating ample rehearsal 


ono 


time, and the entire layout was 
paced, and established a 
happy mood throughout. Hold. 


Dr. | 


Show was also slow in| 


—_——_— | Metz, Ken Meeker, Easy Three- | 
THE BALLAD OF JAMES OTIS | 


= tre, 
jt ce 
it orothy Gilsdorf, Bill Pj 
John Filiott, Sam Navies ae 
ford, WHAS chorus and orches. 
tra; Milton Metz, announcer 
Director-writer: Pete Katz 
30 Mins., Thurs. 7 p.m. 
IROQUOIS AMPHITHEATRE 
WHAS, Louisville 


Excellent half-hour musical show 
on behalf of froquois Amphitheg. 
| tre, which teed off six-week al- 
fresco season Monday (11), is aired 
,each Thursday night during the 
| season. As it did last year, WHAS 
stood one-half of the production 
cost, with the other 50% 
from local business firms. Station’s 
|; cooperation is credited with pro- 
| ducing more business for the box. 
office, and was big factor in mak- 
ing the 1948 summer season a fi- 
inancial success. 

Vocalists Dorothy Gilsdorf ang 
Bill Pickett handle the solos and 
duet chores, ably backed by the 
WHAS mixed chorus and orchestra 
directed by Ed Barret. Sam and 
Marion Gifford inject some chat- 
ter which points up various salient 
points, such as’ buying tickets and 
the like,’and a previously tran. 
scribed interview with John El- 
liott, who will play the Governor 
role in “Red Mill” this week, gave 
the show a professional touch 

Musical numbers included “Who” 
from “Sunny,” chorus and orch; 
“T Love You” and “Strange Mu- 
sic,’ from _ initial Amphitheatre 
show “Song ot Norway”; “Ding 
Dong, the Witch Is Dead” from 
“Wizard of Oz,” one of the forth- 
coming alfresco shows; ‘‘Wunder- 
bar,” Pickett-Gilsdorf duet, “Every 





coming 


Day Is Ladies Day” from “Red 
Mill,” soloed by Pickett: “Moon- 
beams,”’ with male chorus and 


orch, all sung acceptably in solo, 
duet and chorus form. 

Soloists registered up to par in 
their efforts, sole noticeable lack 
was Pickett’s light baritone in the 
“Wunderbar” number. Didn’t have 
the body resonance necessary, for 
the low notes, but an upping of the 
key might have helped. Chorus and 
orchestra, directed by Ed Barret, 
showed precision, and musical pace 
| was on the button. 
| Pitch was made for out of towa 
patrons to visit the summer shows, 
particularly from such outlying 
points as Indianapolis, Lexington 
and Paducah, Ky. About 25% of 
| the patronage at the Amphitheatre 
is reported to be out-of-towners. 
Wied. 


CURLEY BRADLEY SHOW 
With Bradiey, T-M-B Bar Ranch 
Boys; Franklyn MacCormack, an- 
nouncer . 
| Director: Mary Afflick 
1.15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:45 p. m. 
Sustaining 
|'MBS, from Chicago 
| Curley Bradley, the Tom Mix of 
‘radio, seems to have lost track of 
| his audience in this musical sum- 
| mer replacement. Whereas the 
| Tom Mix oater was primarily 
beamed at kid listeners, Bradley 
isn't aiming at anything in par- 
|ticular, except possibly to fill the 
| time slot. 
| Format is a series of vocals by 
| Bradley and instrumentals by the 
| T-M-B Bar Ranch Boys, salted 
‘down with some stray comments 
|about mavericks, origins of cow 
| towns and western songs. “When 
t’s Roundup Time in_ Texas, 
“Streets of Laredo” and “Roundup 
fin the Sky” gave a semi-western 
\flavor which was unexpectedly 
|shattered by “Chiribiribi.” 
| Musicians got too enthusiasti¢ 
‘at times, and Bradley had a har 
‘time being heard on his vocals, 
which was too bad, since he showe 
‘a good range and timber some- 
| what similar to Gene Autry. Lack 
of continuity likewise hurt the 
| Show. , 
| Kids won’t find any special ap- 
| peal here because there’s no ac- 
‘tion and very little sagebrush 
background. It’s certainly not 
'adult fare either, since the con- 
versation is pitched on a juvenile 
level. fa 


| 
| 





THE TEMPTONES 
With Temptones Quartet: 

O’Connor, announcer 
Director: Jim Ramsey 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago ; 

This cheerful quartet mixes up 
vocals with instrumental numbers 
to provide a pleasingly airy pre 
lunch break in the soaper stints. 
Chatter by announcer Bill O’Con- 
nor fills in adequately between 
numbers. Quartet sticks to suc 
‘numbers as “Sweet Georgia 
Brown,” “I Don’t Know Why - 
“I Can’t Give You Anything Bu 
Love, Baby.’”’ Numbers are neatly 
paced, and the group vocalizing 18 
pleasant. 

Plugs for other WGN programs 
are dropped in neatly without up- 
setting the continuity Dialog cou 
be improved for a catchier —_ 
but otherwise this is y ~ hao 
j » for this ti of ay. 
tainer for this time Mart. 
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PHILCO SUMMER PLAYHOUSE 

(“Five Lives of Mr. Gordon”) 

With Melvyn Douglas, Nelson Olm- 
sted, Guy Spaull, Mary Patton, 

John Seymour, Bernard Randall, 

John Croydon, Tom Pedi, John 

Kane, Winfield Honey, Raoul de 

Leon, Jean Pugsley, Milton Her- 

man, Bern Hoffman, Charies 

McClelland, Virginia Smith, 

Watson White, Jim Davidson 
Writer: Netson Bond 
Director: Garry Simpson 
Supervisor: Fred Coe | 
60 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m. 
PHILCO | 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Hutchins) 
returned to video last 
night (17) with a summer 
its Playhouse dramatic 

under circumstances 
that were hardly conducive to 
cheering. Unfortunately, every- 
body -concerned was tossed a fast 
curve in the vehicle chosen for the 
kickoff attraction, an adaptation of 
a Nelson Bond short story, “The 
Five Lives of Mr. Gordon.” 

Billed as a fantasy, it translated 
itself on TV into something sug- 
gesting a robot trying to become 
poetical. Despite a valiant attempt 
on the part of Melvyn Douglas to 
inject an element of imagination 
into a thankless role, it was a tough 
job getting “Gordon” off its feet. 
However, this initial Philco presen- 
tation will probably be remem- 
bered as the springboard for a 
promising career in TV for Doug- 
las. 

This so-called ‘‘fantasy” by Bond, 
who co-authored the successful 
“Mr. Mergenthwirker’s Lobblies,” 
is developed around an antique 
watch whose purchaser is trans- 
formed successively into a gambler, 
Wall street broker, producer of 
plays and a poet, a great physician 
and then back to his original 
character. The same _ situations 
were reprised—with variations—as 
Douglas went through the trans- 
formations. 

Obviously the thematic treatment 
calls for a multiplicity of back- 
ground scenery, large cast, and 
heady camera crew, for much of 
the contrived plotting required a 
split-second timing on cues and 
segue devices. That there were oc- 
casional fluffs in the transitions 
was excusable in view of the pro- 
duction problems involved. But in- 
excusable was the fact that much 
of the acting, and particularly the 
dialog, was poor; that the directing 
for the most part was pedestrian, 
and that the integration of the five 
variations on a theme was accom- 
plished by gauche and obvious de- 
Vices. Rose. 


H 


Philco 
Sunday 
edition of 
series, but 


GLAMOUR BAZAAR 
With Estelle Compton 
Director: Bruno VeSota 
15 Mins., Mon., 4 p.m. 
UHLEMANN OPTICAL CO. 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(George H. Hartman) 

This is another charm course for 
femmes, with veteran modeling au- 
thority Estelle Compton discussing 
beauty hints while various models 
from her own school do their strut- 
ting in selected clothes and acces- 


sories. Background tune _ of 
“Sophisticated Lady” at start and 
finish supposedly sets up the 


theme of program, which will deal 


with hair-styling, clothes, makeup, 


accessories and carriage. 

Preem caught was a so-so dem- 
onstration of what kinds of eye 
glasses ought to be worn by differ- 
ent types of girls. Models walked 
up steps to platform for medium 
shot, and then disappeared com- 
pletely on the other side while 
viewers were left looking at the 
empty stage. Vacant stretches be- 
tween platform appearances and 
floor shots hurt continuity. 

Miss Compton was no advertise- 
ment for her own course in poise 
as she muffed her prepared script 
noticeably in several spots. Good 
closeup camera work helped the 
show over these weaknesses, but 
lots better direction is needed to 
make this a first-class femme pro- 
gram. Mart. 


Can. Famous Players To 
Launch TV at Flagship 


Toronto, July 19. 

Famous Players flagship, the 
Imperial, largest filmhouse in Can- 
ada (3,373), will launch televising 
of special events early in the fall, 
according to George Cuthbert, 
FP’s teevee chief. Service will 
later be extended to other houses 
in the FP chain. 


Meanwhile, FP has closed the 
Victoria, early two-a-day vaudeville 





house built by Mike and Jerry 
Shea and latterly housing FP’s 
backlog of films. Plans are to 


convert Victoria to television stu- 
dios, once Famous secures a teevee 


license from the Canadian Broad-— 


casting Corp. 


| signed 


/hattan 


ATOMIC REPORT . 

With Michael Amrine, William 
Laurence ; 

Producer: Edwin B. Mick 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMAR-TV, Baltimore 
Commemorating the anniversary 

of the atomic bomb explosion at 





Alamogordo, July 16, 1945, and de-' 


to answer the layman’s 
questions about the atomic bomb 
and atomic energy, this is the first 
of a series of half-hour shows to 
be presented by WMAR-TV with 
Michael Amrine, head of public 
education for the Brookhaven Na- 
tional Laboratory, the Atomic 
Energy Commission's research cen- 
ter at Upton, L. I. Famous scien- 
tists and national authorities on the 
atomic problem will be invited each 
week with the first guest on this 
getaway show, William L. Lau- 
rence, Science editor of the New 
York Times. He was the only jour- 
nalist permitted to view the first 
bomb blast at Aiamogoro as well 
as the subsequent. explosions at 
Nagasaki and Bikini. 

Program is well organized and 
aimed at maximum popular audi- 
ence appeal via interpolated films 
and stills as well as montage shots 
and superimposed contrast shots to 
highlight wide areas of destruction 
possible by atomic bombing. Man- 
and Baltimore provided 
strong visual possibilities. Another 
effective prop on the preem, a 
lump of molten sand from the des- 
ert where the first bomb was 
dropped, revealed its continued 
radioactivity as recorded by a 
Geiger counter and easily audible 
to the video audience. 

Laurence knows his subject, of 
course, and handles himself very 
well, with Amrine pacing matters 
nicely. Films and photos were ef- 
fective and authentic, having been 
supplied by the U. S. Army and 
Navy, the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion, the Brookhaven National Lab- 
oratory, and from the morgue of 
the Sunpapers, owners of WMAR- 
TV. 


This should be a natural for a. but on a level readily understood | 


network pickup. Burm. 


- 


| 
THEATRE OF THE MIND | THIS IS BROADWAY 
With Dr. Houston Peterson, Claire With Clifton Fadiman, Abe Bur- 
Savage Littledale, Dr. Marina | rows, George S. Kaufman, Faye 
Farnum, Dr. Edward Strecker,| Emerson, others 
others Producer: Irving Mansfield 
Producer-Writer: Ann Marlowe Director: Alex Leftwich 
30 Mins., Thurs., 9:30 p.m. Music: Ray Bloch 
Sustaining - 60 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. r 
NBC, from New York Sustaining : 
There's apparently still a deal of CBS-TV, from nN. Fs 
explaining to do about matters of; After 


‘ TT, 
HUM & STRUM 

With Max Zides and Tom 
| Producer: Tom Sawyer 
15 Mins. Thurs. 7 p.m. 

Cc & L TIRE CO. 
WBZ-TV, Boston, 

This is a pleasant 15 minutes of 
comedy and old time songs by a 
couple of the Hub’s best known 
entertainers whose particular Style 


Currier 





having established indie | seem’s to fit right into the video 


the mind, and NBC's sustainer pan-| producer Irving Mansfield’s “This media. Although the duo has been 


elled by eminent psycholigists and | Is Broadway” : 
psyehiatrists as well as learned | now made it available to teleview- | 


laymen is doing a great deal to ers via the simulcast system. And,/ their 25th anni as a team, 


edify the public on the subject. | like most simulcast programs, this | 
“Theatre of the Mind” is a laud-| one, while in no way dressed for | 
able endeavor, format having a/| TV, gains quality merely through 
problem enacted by a competent | the addition of the cameras. Show | 
cast which is followed by a panel! is basically a variety presentation | 
discussion with studio audiences | and, since most erformers sell | 
getting a chance to throw queries | much better via _ oth sight and | 
at the board. |sound, they project much 


more | 
, ve aking | strongly on video. 
It's an ambitious undertaking  S'ONs*y % T. : | 
for a half-hour show inasmuch as | Guest ti lent, gy ol eed 
there’s enough meaty material to | show’s visual aspects, shou d like it | 
warrant longer study. The program much better, since they now have | 
on onie serve to skim -over the | available a far better showcase. In | 
Me tter at hand, but even if there's | addition to the talent, however, the 
only a surface discussion, listen-| Panel which solves the performers’ | 
ss at least, may be able to recog- | alleged problems project — on | 
nize the condition it crops up. | TV. Faye eo S Kauf.| 
Initial problem concerned a| Abe Burrows and Sreorge ». hile | 
mother who refused to untangle — on -_ =. cag er A _ 
: . m|neither o re latter looke s | 
the silver-cord from her grown | él fg FO sgt 
son. Mother gets justification for | Pretty as Miss woaeenen, a na 
her possessive hold through the | ual factor made them extremely | 
fact that she was deserted many | personable. Clifton Fadiman, too, 
years ago by her husbana and all, — — with the best video wane 
she has left is this boy. Comes a/| favors. ca 
time when the boy would like to), oat getty oe oe 
make his own life and get married | the program was handled adeq 
to an understanding girl, but | ly. Director Alex Leftwich had an 
mother’s interference puts in a| ¢asy job, since Fadiman, the panel | 
sreat deal of obstructions | and the guests were grouped close- | 
- The enactment was treated as| ly. He mixed his shots sufficiently | 
though it were an independent ven- | to maintain eye interest, ye by 
ture, and per se presented a prob- | the fact the guests stepped out in 
lem. entertainingly. The panel front of Fadiman’s desk to per- 
ial by Dr Houston Peterson. | form. Fadiman, along with some of | 
of Rutgers U, also included Claire the talent, was obviously reading | 
Savage Littledale, editor of Par- | from concealed scripts at times | 
ents Mag, and Dr. Edward Strecher | but not to such an extent that it| 
and Dr. Marina Farnum, one of the | detracted. That opening shot, re-| 
authors of “Women—the Lost Sex.” ; Peated after the midpoint station | 
All know sufficiently about their break, should be dispensed with, 
respective : subject to spiel off since the overall view of the stage | 
voluably at the slightest opportun- 
ity. Their gab isn’t the dry and 
technical type that would go over 
the head of the average listener, | 


|is not for TV. 


of whom performed well despite 
synthetic equality of some of their 


Jose. problems. They 


by the layman. 








Tele Chatter 


|dienne Nancy Andrews, harmoni- 
|cist Stan Fisher, comedian Eddie 
Garr, singers Maxine Sullivan and 
| Lawrence Davidson and moppet 
| Patty Hahn from “As the Girls 
Go.” Advice given them, while 








New York 


Garry Moore subbing as emcee 
on Lanny Ross’ “Swift Show” 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) via NBC- 
|TV, with Ross heading for Atlantic 
City for a week's personal at the 
‘Steel Pier... Eddie Starr moving 
‘from the NBC-TV press depart- 
‘ment to assistant manager of the 
'web’s employee services division. 

. Considerable sponsor interest 
in serializing “One Man’s Family” 
after the show was presented in its 
entirety Wednesday night (13) on 
NBC-TV's “Kraft TV Theatre.” ... 
Inter-America Television formed 
to act as production consultants 
under the supervision of Art 
Rivera, former tele director for the 
Donovan & Thomas ad agency... 
Nannie Greenfield Associates pack- 
aging a tele show featuring Dr. 
Cary Middlecoff, National Open 
golf champ. 

Babs Doniger has left WPIX pro- 
gram department to join Wilbur 


,Stark-Jerry Layton, Ine. as_ ex- 
ecutive coordinator of WABD’s 
Kathi Norris show Official 


Television, Inc. is releasing 19 pop 
musical vidpix, featuring the Slim 
Gaillard Trio, the De Castro Sisters 
and other acts... Jean Cuba, of 
Cinetel, off to Latin America on a 
business trip. 


Hollywood 


RCA is building a special anten- 
na for Don Lee’s KTSL reported 
to be the largest in the world. 
Antenna will measure 103 feet in 
/ height and weigh more than 12,000 
pounds. It will be put into use on 
Mt. Wilson when KTSL switches 
there from Mt. Lee... KLAC-TV 
has leased 37 British pix from CBS. 
Station will not start telensing 
these until the conclusion of base- 
ball season. Pix were produced 
between 1940-44 by indie British 
producers. Films are of same 
block from which KTTV leased 13 
for first run here ... Los Angeles 
viewing area now has a total of 
153,581 television receivers keep- 
ing city in fourth spot throughout 
the country in video audience .. . 
Billie Burke has completed five 





telepic commercials for French 
Sardine Co. One-minute film 
blurbs were produced by Hal 


Roach, Jr... . IMPPRO has pack- 
aged two live television programs 
which will be’ kinescoped for 
eastern sponsor resentation. 
Shows are “Court of Law” and 
“Gay Nineties Revue.” ‘“Court’’ 


, will feature attorneys fighting law 


| gagged hay A the panel, seemed 
x“ lis : | generally good. Top credit goes to 

Revue” stars Betty Bligh, | Ray Bloch for some _ excellent 
orchestral backing and some 
equally good arrangements. 

CBS appropriated the TV station 
break to plug a couple of its other 
tele shows, since 
still sustaining. 


| suits. 
Bunny Bishop, Virginia Leah and 
the Four Dandies. 

Betty Mears, TV’s only femme 
triple-threater in Hollywood, | 
(writes, produces and packages) 
shaping a kid show, “419 Jaca- 
randa,” for airing in the fall by 
Academy of TV Arts & Sciences 
....Lyle Talbot and Michael 
Chapin were used in most of the 
footage shot by Apex for the Gil- 
lette commercials. 


Stal. 





Tele Followup 














Chicago _ “Chevrolet on Broadway” wound 
; g its current season on BC-TV 
Indie producer Ted Materna off Monday night (18) with a stodgy 
to Dallas to talk up show idea for presentation of A. A. Milne’s 
Nieman-Marcus store starring Kay “Wine Glass.” Film actor Alan 
Ballard ... John McPartlin of, Mowbray, in his first eastern tele 
NBC-TV sales father of baby boy. appearance, displayed his thesping 
. . . Joe Wilson appointed sports ability only in spots and seemed 
director of WBKB after three-year generally hampered by a_ poor 
stint as announcer . . . Disker Bill adaptation of the murder mystery 
Evans on WNBQ'’s “It’s A Great and by static direction. 
Idea” panel . . NBC-TV emcee Original Story of a Scotland 
Bob Trout in Chi for non-broadcast Yard investigator taking advantage 
show of “Who Said That” last week Of a murder to do some killing on 
before Crosley dealers... WTMJ- his own should have made a good 
TV, Milwaukee, granted full scale Show: for TV, but the cast, under 
license by FCC... John Kasbeer Barry Bernard’s heavy directorial 
appointed field rep for Television 5@24, wrecked most of the mystery 
Shares Management, centering in and telegraphed what should have 
midwest ... Pat Banks and John been a surprise ending. Douglas 
Dunham new WBKB team in “Win- C!@rke-Smith, as Mowbray’s _ su- 
dow Shopping,” replacing Ed Rob- | 4 rowed was best of the supporting 
_erts and Eleanor Engle... Yodeler P,2¥€?S- Bernard’s camera direc- 
tion and Vic McLeod’s production 
Joe Isbell guested on ABC-TV mountings w | 
Barn Dance last night (18) . ngs were adequate. 


Sarra film producers have sold ‘ 
Tele Crews Doing Dry 





Gimbels store in Milwaukee a pair 
of commercial jingles via WTMJ- 
TV used between innings of Brew- 
ers baseball telecasts . . . WBKB 
director Jim Taylor on leave of. 
absence as program co-ordinator. 
for Railroad Fair. 


Hollywood, July 19. | 
| _ Closed circuit television opera- 
_ tions have been started at ABC’s | 
/KECA-TV under the direction of | 
‘Jimmy Vandiveer, director of re- | 
mote operations for outlet. Vandi- | 
veer is working camera crews on 
different types of remote opera- 
tions in order to bring about a 
closely knit team for station’s kick- 
off on Sept. 16 with the UCLA- 





London 

From July 24 there'll be a new 
tuning signal for the BBC-TV servy- 
ice, and the program will open 
with a new introductory film... 
Donald Houston and Emrys Jones 
— the leads in “Choir Practice,” 
which will be aired July 30 Or ; 

: f .s 8 egon State footWall game. 
—, on ge lpg lle 3 — yp, uta is doing remote telecasts 
Aug. 1. and will alee : . ree days weekly- from Bullocks 
pes A Geek nine eee 4 department store. Hoffman Radio 
County cricket from the Oval will Corp., and Bullocks are picking | 
tab to cover outlet’s expenses. 


provide the daytime fare during ; 
the August Bank Holiday weekend, Show is a see-yourself-on-video fea- 
ture plugging Hoffman TV sets. 


... Turgenev’s comedy, “The Pro- 
Also set for closed circuit maneu- 


vincial Lady,” will have its first 
British production when it is tele- Vers is a man on the street inter- 
view which will be handled by 


cast July 24... Coinciding with the 
opening of the Salzburg Festival Zeke Manners. Manners will more 
July 27, BBC will air a film made than likely be seen on ABC outlet | 


by its own unit. 


| Red Bird Stadium to 


“Broadway’” is | 


| Corp.; 
| Dulane 


Runs to Improve Work. Ye" 


,to 8:30 p.m. 


‘comedy by William Saroyan. Cu 


on radio, CBS has! doing this sort of stint together 


for years, having just celebrated 


manage to get the imapresien 
across that they are enjoying 
themselves with a freshness that 
is not seen too often on the video 
screen. 

Production and camera problems 
are at a minimum with both boys 
seated on a bench at the grand 
piano with only an occasional] Close 
up when one has a solo spot. Show 
moves along at a fast pace seguing 
from one song to another with a 
few gags thrown in here and there 
adding up to an_ easy-to-take 
stanza. Boys handle the plugs and 
at show caught, gave out with a 
“That’s why we won't mention the 
sponsor” routine that registered 
better on this type show than a 
straight pitch. 

Duo is sponsored by Admiral 
— on their Tuesday night tele- 
cast. 





New Tele Biz 


WLW-C, Crosley’s Columbus 
station, has sold seven segments 








| totaling six hours and 45 minutes 


of the current Roller Derby in 
Ohio Ap- 
pliances, which is using the time 
to plug RCA Victor products. 
WJZ-TV, N. Y., will air a series 
of 13 five-minute programs during 
August and September sponsored 
by Liebmann Breweries in behalf 
of Rheingold Beer. Series will 
test.” 


Agency is Foote, Cone & 


| with the mike boom in plain sight | plug the “Miss Rheingold Con- 


Mansfield lined up a strong list | Belding. 
| of guests for the first simulcast, all | 


Camden Trust Co., of Camden, 
N. J., the first out-of-state bank to 
|buy time on Philly video, starts 


included come-| Sponsorship of ‘“‘Keirans Kaleido- 


scope,” featuring John Keiran, 
| July 31. Program, to run Sundays 
|from 6:45 to 7 p.m., is slated for 
| 52 weeks. Agency is Albert Frank- 
| Guenther Law, Inc. 

| Abbotts Dairies has extended its 
| weekly sponsorship of ‘Yester- 
| year’s News” on WCAU-TV, Philly, 
(Mons. 10 to 10:15 p.m.) until Jan- 
uary, 1950. 

Ruppert Beer has scheduled 14 
showings of its five minute film 
“Sports Album,” over WCAU-TV, 
Philly. Schedule calls eight show- 
ings between 8:15 and 8:20 on 
nights when the station carries the 
Athletics or Phillies games. Six 
shows are set for the middle of 
Bill Sears nightly sports program 
at 7 p.m. Biow is the agency. 

WBKB, Chi, reported that men’s 
softball will be telecast every Sun. 
night with Joe Wilson announcing 
for Northtown Currency Exchange 
and Kool Vent Awnings; announce- 
ments for Dad’s Root Beer through 
Malcolm-Howard agency; Ice 
Cream Novelties through Green- 
thal agency; Matthews Roofing 
through Guenther Bradford agen- 
cy; Essaness Theatres through M. 
M. Fisher agency; Tower Optical 
Co. through Malcolm - Howard 
agency; Murphy & Miller through 
Arthur Meyerhoff agency; Chi 
Motor Club through Agency Serv- 
ice. 

WNBQ, Chi, reported announce- 
ments for George S. May through 
M. M. Fisher agency; and station 
breaks for Carpenter - Morton 
Paints througk John Dowd agency; 
Goldenrod Ice Cream_ through 
Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency. 
WGN-TV, Chi, announced Motor 


Club Service will renew 15 min. 


film “The World Is Yours” for 13 
weeks through Agency Service 
and announcements for 
Manufacturing — through 
Weiler agency. 





NBC Experimental Lab 
Via ‘Academy Theatre 


Techniques of Chinese legit pres 
entation will be seen on television 
for the first time next Monday 
(25) with the preem of NBC-TV'’S 
new “Academy Theatre” series. 
Program, which takes over the 
slot being vacated 
rest of the summer by 
“Chevrolet on Broadway,” is to 
comprise an experimental lab for 
video drama. 

Chinese presentation is to be in- 
troduced in Dan Totherow’s “Sto 
len Prince,” which will be broken 
up into succeeding programs. 
Other shows are to include poetic 
plays by Thornton Wilder an 
John M. Synge and a surreallt® 


Canfield, Amherst College drama 


for the 


ithis fall, | professor, will produce and direct. 
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CALL! 


Tell your success story to the men who BUY TIME 
AND TALENT! 


Tell it when Advertising Agencies and sponsors 
plan their programs for the new 1949-50 RADIO 
AND TELEVISION SEASON. 


Tell it NEXT WEEK, JULY 27TH, in the 


Among the Extra Editorial Features in This Special Section 


VARIETY 


16th Annual Survey of 
Radio-Television Showmanagement Awards 





Your advertisement in this special section is your memorandum on 
the desk of Mr. John Buyer Dough. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 19, CHICAGO 1, HOLLYWOOD 28, LONDON, W. C. 2 
154 W. 46th St. 360 No. Michigan 6311 Yucca St. 8 St. Martin’s Pl. 





























34 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 20, 1949 














Don’t Humiliate "Em 








for that the other half dipped dur- 
ing the same period. 


In another major daytime show, 
interest in the personalities of the 
guests proved to be strong. Short 
interviews left the audience dis- 
satisfied, so that the listeners were 
unconcerned with the fate of the 
guests in the contests following 
these interviews. Schwerin’s pre- 
scription was to reduce the num- 
ber of guests. in order to give more 
time tor the interviews. Before this 
was done, only about a third of the 
interviews lasted over two minutes 
and the average liking score of all 
the interviews was only 63; afte 
the change had been made, four- 
fifths of the interviews lasted over 
two minutes, and the average lik- 
ing score was 69. 

(This last case. by the way, is 
an example of the principle of em- 


phasis—giving the proper amount 
of weight to each element in the 
show. It should be stressed that 


this does not mean the imposition 
of a purely mechanical rule on 
talent: Schwerin merely assures the 
emcee that he can safely devote the 
necessary time to bringing out the 
personal backgrounds of the 
guests, and that the audience will 
not dislike his ,loing so The 
emcee still cuts off unresponsive 
guests or others who in his judg- 
ment are not going over well with 
the listeners). 

In still a third instance. the 
prizes proved the key to the show’s 
mood. Here the pyramid of prizes 
coincided with the theme of the 





Continued from page 24 | 





program, a Cinderella concept. The 
mood of the audience was one of 
identification with the lucky wom- 
an who became the winning con- 


testant. When the winner was the 
woman the _ listening audience 
thought was the right choice, the 


gift-giving portion at the end was 
the best liked part of the show. 
How Good Is the Emcee? 

A question frequently asked by 
those exposed for the first time to 
qualitative research is, ““How does 
the emcee on this program rank in 
comparison to other emcees?” 
Schwerin holds that this is a 
taken approach The 
numerous have’ forcefully 
demonstrated that most leading 
emcees will be well liked under the 
proper conditions. The important 
thing is to match the right emcee 
to the right show 

One 


mis- 
system's 


tests 


successful emcee was first 
tested by Schwerin in a program 
that wasn’t well liked The tests 
revealed, however, that the audi- 
ence was very favorably disposed 
toward this emcee, and that one of 
the things they liked best about 
him was his ability to handle older 
guests A show making use of 
this talent was built around him, 
and proved a quick success 

The above is only one of many 
instances that have afforded con- 
vincing evidence that every emcee, 
just like every show, creates a cer- 
tain mental image in the listener's 
mind, and that these images must 
synchronize if a truly successful 
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Starts Commercially 





ARTISTS 

BILL STERN 
PATRICIA BRIGHT 
‘BOB SCHEERER 


HANK FORT 


WRITERS 























One Christopher St., New York 14, N. Y., WA 4-8582 
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Lester Lewis Associales 


HOLLYWOOD 


with NEIL HAMILTON 


ABC-TV NETWORK, SATURDAY, 7:30-8:00 P.M. 


SEPTEMBER 3—New York— 
BEST FOODS 


(Benton and Bowles} 


SEPTEMBER 24-—Six Cities— 


DUFFY MOTT COMPANY, INC. 
(Young and Rubicam) 


Other ABC Cities Still Available for Sponsorship 


Personal Representative 


HARRIET VAN HORNE 


ALTON ALEXANDER—Hollywood Screen Test 
PRISCILLA KENT—The Second Mrs. Burton 
MORT LEWIS—Truth and Consequences 
LARRY MARKES—Free Lance 




















| participation show is to be achieved. 
Sight Gags and Studio Laughter 

A mishap that overtakes partici- 
pation shows more often than any 


other type is loss of audience lik- | 


| ing because of misuse of visual ma- 

terial. Sight gags that cause 
hearty studio audience laughter 
which makes the home listener feel 
he's “being left out of things” will 
disrupt mood, and frequently have 
an adverse effect on liking for the 
rest of the show. 

Even the late, great Tom Brene- 
man, an emcee with a_ splendid 
sense of what the home listener 
wanted, got in the habit of assum- 
ing that his “trying on hats” rou- 
tine was so well known that it no 
longer required explanation The 
Schwerin System found that when 
Breneman failed to explain what 
was happening, liking for that por- 
tion of the show was low When 
Breneman was careful to talk to 
the hat’s wearer about it and to 
describe the hat thoroughly, on the 
other hand. the liking score rose. 
Contestants’ Treatment Important 

Audiences are particularly con- 
scious of an emcee’s attitude to- 
ward the contestants Physical 
punishment or the threat of it as 
the “consequence” of a stunt is 
often well received, but in contrast 
there are mumerous’ cases. in 
Schwerin’s records where mental 
punishment, in the form ol 
easm at a guest's expense, has cost 
an emcee heavily. 


sar- 


One of the commonest mistakes 
of this sort that is made by emcees 


is yielding to the temptation to 
make jokes at a contestant’s ex- 
pense. These often backfire. In 


one case where the emcee joked 
about a guest’s name early in the 
show, the liking score dropped 
swiftly from 68 to 33, and it was 
not till four minutes later in the 
program that it recovered its nor- 
mal level. 

Emcees can also err in the other 
direction, though, and they most 
often do this by helping contest- 
ants too much. Daytime listeners 
are most likely to resent such as- 
sistance if it is given to a woman 
| guest who has been described as 
| young and pretty. (You don't have 
to conduct an elaborate research 
study to know that the majority 
of women daytime listeners don't 


fall into these categories them- 
selves.) Occasionally, a_ skillful 
emcee gets excellent results by 


| helping a contestant, but the condi- 
tions have to be right. In one test 
of a daytime show, the emcee gain- 
ed very high liking by going along 
| with a contestant, all of whose an- 
swers were so far off base that the 
| effect was delightful, and then told 
| him at the end that he just couldn't 
help giving him his prize. 
| The Title and the Mood 
| In conclusion, it is worthwhile 
|; to return to mood for a moment 
| and underline the great importance 
Schwerin places on a participation 
show’s mood being in keeping with 
‘its title. A top program like "Peo- 
ple Are Funny” repays careful 
study from this point of view. The 
casual listener perhaps does not 
realize how carefully Art Link- 
letter keeps reminding the audi- 
ence that the stunts, gags and gim- 
_micks are designed to find out how 
people will react to situations, 
what their motivations are, whether 
they will respond in expected or 
unexpected ways—and that it is 


the box accompanying this chap- 
ter, the movie industry has some- 
times made a great mistake in as- 
suming that a picture title is mere- 
ly a hook to attract customers: and 
ive explains clearly why it is es- 
pecially important that a_ radio 
show should not make the same 
, mistake. 

Defining the mood of the pro- 
gram, giving it an emcee who fits 


bination together with the right 
title—these, in sum. start a partici- 
pation show off on the highroad to 
radio success. , 





92 Farmers for WOW Tour 


| farm study tour. More than 100 
are expected before the tour begins 
in an all-Pullman air-cooled spe- 

‘cial train Sept. 16. 

For 16 days trippers will visit 
points of special interest to farm- 
| ers in nine western states, parts of 

Canada and Mexico. 





| San Antonio — Eugene Nolasco 
| has joined the sales staff of KCOR 
here. He'll handle Spanish lan- 








guage accounts, 


, check 


their behavior in such circum- | 
stances that proves “people are 
funny.” As Schwerin remarks in 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 30 


ducers come to the mike. Many of 
them have background and per- 
sonalities which make good listen- 
ing, even though interviews on oc- 
casion are slow, talky and diffuse. 

Miss Drooz, intelligent, 
spoken, and neat-voiced, is improv- 
ing as an interviewer. 

She also presents a Saturday 
night “On Stage” taped feature, in 


which she reviews strawhat per- 
formances. Jaco. 
P. M. PLATTER PARTY 
With Harvey Husen 
60 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Sustaining 
WABY, Albany 

Harvey Husen, new jock on 
WABY, runs off a moderately lis- 


tenable late-evening program. For- 
merly doing Cornell U. sports via 
WHCU, Ithaca, Husen handles a 
supper-hour sports show here, in 
addition to the record stint. His 
knowledge of popular music seems 
sound; his approach is more con- 
versational and unspectacular than 
the run of platter-spinners here- 
abouts. He coesn’t register quite 
as strongly as he might. 

Husen comments knowingly 
about bands and instrumentalists. 
new and old. Records of the latter 
vintage are included A mystery 
tune is played several times dur- 
ing the hour, theatre passes being 
ottered to listeners identifying it. 

Jaco. 
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Henry Morgan’s second show in 
his Bristol Myers series found,the 
comic in the top echelon of radio 
satirists. There were some clever 
bits of business including a lively 
lampoon of the processes involved 
in making a long-distance phone 
call. This was an especially laugh 
provoking situation inasmuch as 
the brand of humor dished out had 
sharpness as well as subtlety, plus 
the important factor of projecting 
a Situation easily imaginable to 
the listener. 

Morgan also had another high 
calibre bit with his_ satire of 
Gabriel Heatter, and enacted a 
piece with a panhandler that ladled 
out a healthy quota of laughs. The 
Arnold Stang bit, however didn’t 
have the usual punch. Point was 
lost somewhere in the projection. 


Oboler 


Continued from page 25 























of $1,250 a week, which is 
high for the NBC course. But he 
left behind one indelible mark— 
that he’s still the old master of 
surprise and suspense. Give him a 
man he can work with and he'll 
again have the setsiders biting 
their nails and squirming on their 
bottoms. 


Spier Back on ‘Suspense’ 

William Spier will return as pro- 
ducer and editor of CBS’ “Sus- 
pense” when the Electric Auto- 
Lite Co.-sponsored series ends its 
summer hiatus and goes back on 
the air Sept. 1 in the Thursday, 
9 p.m. time period. Anton M. Lead- 
er is checking out. Norman Mac- 
Donnell will direct. 

Spier was producer of the airer 
for five years, from 1943-48. Dur- 





quick- | 


ing the '48-'49 season he produced 


“Adventures of Sam 
“Philip Morris Playhouse.” 





| . Omaha, July 19 
Ninety-two farmers signed for 
ithe WOW Farmers West Coast 





‘into that mood, and trying the com- | 








Mutual 
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i eneeenenemeenienetl — 
had been offered cuffo when back- 
ers took an entire geographical 
group, are now available with the 
purchase of specific stations. For 
example, a sponsor who buys 
WNEX, Macon, will get four bonus 
stations in other Georgia towns. 
Stations assigned bonus outlets, it’s 
reasoned, will be given a_ sales 


| around the network airers. 


| 


; Year 
|midwest state fairs when its cow- | ; 
boy stars headed by program direc- | * 


New setup also aids big spenders | 


by liberalizing full network dis- 
counts. A $23,000 weekly gross 
evening hour purchase entitles a 


backer to a 35% discount. Adver- 
tisers making a 52-week deal get 
an additional 12'2% cut, bringing 
the total discount possible to 
47!o%, 





S a i an | e . * 
— i Monday (18). in an article by Fred- 


‘ hypo, while the bonus markets will | 
get their income by selling spots | © 


Chicago—WLS will celebrate 20- | 


anniversary of airing from 


tor Harold Safford open the IIli- 


nois Fair Aug. 13. 


‘CATHOLIC B’CASTERS TO 
MEET AT NOTRE DAME 


South Bend, July 19. 
Second annual convention of the 
Catholic Broadcasters Assn. will be 


held at the U. of Notre Dame here 
July 29-31. Among speakers at 
the sessions and forums will be 


| Donald Attwater, who broadcasts 


for the BBC in London; Orville 
Foster, former Chicago - station 
manager, now head of Notre 


Dame’s audio-visual department: 
Rev. Archibald MacDowell, direc. 
tor of Notre Dame’s campus sta- 
tion, WND; Rev. Richard Tormay 
Rochester, N. Y., news broadcaster: 
Rev. Joseph E. Gedra, pioneer in 
Catholic broadcasting from Wash- 
ington; and William Murphy, NBC 
script writer, Chicago 


Television technique’ will be 
discussed in one of the special 
panels, and television equipment 
will be on display for members of 
the association attending the ses- 
sion Other subjects to be dis- 
cussed will include news programs, 
local programs, script writing, dra- 
matic techniques, promotion, per- 
sonnel recruitment, musical back- 
grounds and other problems 


; 


| NABUG 


———  (ontinued from page 25 = 








necessary against any agency which 
imposes and employs a blacklist 
Sweets, according to the directorial 
union’s resolution, “was forced to 
resign from the Philips H. Lord 
packaged ‘Gangbusters’ and ‘Coun- 
terspy.’ because of ‘sponsor-agency 
pressures.’ ” 

NABUG has set up a committee 
to meet with and cooperate with 
the fact-finding committee of the 
RTDG. It also asked representa- 
tives of the Radio Writers Guild 
and Television Writers Guild to 
inquire of the Authors League of 
America, their parent body, wheth- 
er the existence of the “blacklist” 
constitutes “censorship of a man’s 
work without examining the man’s 
work.” 4 

On Monday (18) the RTDG com- 
mittees, co-chairmaned by Lester 
O'Keefe and Ernest Ricca. na- 
tional and New York prexies, re- 
spectively, met to implement its 
resolutions of last week. First 
step taken was to send a letter to 
the Lord office reugesting a meet- 
ing and a full explanation ot the 
situation. Methods of combatting 
the “blacklist” were also explored. 

Members of the NABUG commit- 
tee which will meet with the RTDG 
Federation 


are: for the American 

of Radio Actors, Clayton Collyer, 
Vinton Hayworth, Leon Janney, 
Ted Osborn; for RWG, Erik Bar- 
nouw, Welbourn Kelley, Roy S. 
Langham, James A. Stabile; for 


TWG, Lee Berg, Evelyn F. Burkey, 
Kay Wood, Ben Zavin; for National 


Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 


Technicians, Clifford Gorsuch, 
Harry E. Hiller, D. C. Shultis and 
Edwin Stolzenbecker; and Oliver 
W. Nicoll, NABUG national chair- 
man, ex-officio. 

The AFRA group probing the 
situation consists of Hayworth and 
Janney, co-chairmen, and Osborn, 
Collyer, Dan Seymour, Chuck Gold- 
stein. Virginia Payne, Alan Bunce 
and Kenneth Banghart, with Roger 
de Koven empowered to interro- 
gate. 


New of 


York World-Telegram 
erick L. Woltman, included a coun- 
ter-charge to the “blacklist” re- 
ports, alleging that leftist directors 
bypass anti-Communist actors. 
These charges are met by some di- 
rectors and actors who said that 
examination of casting lists would 
show that directors accused of sup- 
posed radical sympathies employed 
performers of “all shades of politi- 
cal opinion, and lack of opinion. 
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Americas Best 
1 MINUTE-CLSTOM- MADE 


TELEVISION 
FILM COMMERCIAL 


COMPLETE PRODUCTION INCLUDES 
Animated Effects + Tricky Titles ; 

. é Otfscreen Voice & Music ; 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


ABC, which has launched a campaign to build up a stable of talent, 


js eschewing the capital gains strategy that CBS’ Bill Paley has used. | 


The web's contract with Ozzie and Harriet Nelson, which was signed 
Jast week through Music Corp. of America, is a straight employment 
deal for a 10-year period. Long-term pact satisfies the condition over 
which O&H split with International Silver, sponsors of their CBS 
series, the latter insisting on a one-year deal. Services of the Nelson's 
two sons are also covered in the contract. 

O&H will stick to radio for the ’49-'50 season, but the contract places 
up to ABC the decision as to whether they will do AM or TV ‘but not 
both) in following years. It’s understood that three sponsors are cur- 
rently dickering for the show, with the added lure that the bankroller 
who picks up the tab will also get first option on the televersion. 

ABC’s talent yen, unlike CBS’, is not for top Hooper performers but 
for those with a consistent listener foilowing and strong salesmanship 
appeal. In addition to O&H, the web has inked Kate Smith for AM 
and TV and Boris Karloff and “Li'l Abner” for tele, with negotiations for 
other names still in progress 

Frederick W. Ziv Co. is setting up territorial sales divisions in an 
effort to hypo its sales activities. Regions already established include 
eastern, midwestern, central and far west, with a southeastern division 
to be launched this year. 

Divisional sales supervisors will headquarter in Cincinnati or New 
York. The plan will be carried out by Barney Cragston. assistant sales 
manager; and Stanley Florsheim, E. J. Broman and N. L. Rogers, divi- 
sional sales managers. Ziv sales force now totals 35 field reps, with 
further expansion planned. 


Inside Televist 
Rheingold Beer will repeat with its television campaign this year in 
its contest to select ‘Miss Rheingold of 1950.” Decision was made fol- 
lowing liast year’s contest, in which video, used for the first time, 
brought in double the number of votes that were received the preceding 
year. 

Campaign will be run similar to last year's, with the six femme 
contestants appearing in a five-minute film, produced especially for TV 
to introduce them to the public. Film will be run 65 times during 
August over five N. Y. video outlets, with Cy Harrice interviewing the 
gals via off-screen questioning. Agency is Foote, Cone & Belding. 


Al Simon's “Sceneshifters’” video program has been offered a two- 
year contract by Don Lee’s KTSL on the Coast. Program features 
Bobby Jordan and Roger Coleman. The 15-minute layout airs once 
weekly for $75 which is split between Simon, Jordan, Coleman and a 
piano player bringing the individual total to one government savings 
bond weekly. In offering the program a two-year showcase, KTSL 
exec related that package price would naturally be upped for the 
second year of the contract. No one dared ask just how much the 1950 
budget would allow. 


The “Lone Ranger” will be unmasked in initialler of television film 
series to be produced by Jack Chertok’s Apex Pictures for General Mills 
foods. Chertok plans to take the “Ranger” from his origination to 
show how and why the masked man came into being and inform teevee 
viewers just who he is. Also to be explained in the first 30-minute tele- 
pix is why the “Ranger” wears a mask. 

The screen test idea is being applied to television by Video Film File 
Corp. The new outfit aims at aiding directors with casting auditions 
by shooting three-minute films of performers, classifying them in a 
permanent file and holding auditions for producers. Production cost is 
paid for by the talent. 


ADe. « i ; Schn Balaban Sees Tele, 
ABCs | Mn One Film Fans Settling Down 
Bid to Sponsors To Both Media Shortly 


. ; : : Chicago, July 19. 
Experimenting with techniques | “As soon as the customers get 
of reducing costs to attract bank- Wii : 
rollers with moderate ad budgets, enough of television to be selective 
ABC is reprising a version of the’ in their program choices, they'll 
“team sponsorship” plan it used find their way back to the film- 
in 1942 for its new “Kate Smith houses.” This opinion was given 
Calls” show. Tagged the “‘four-in- es ay 
one” plan, the new setup will give by John Balaban, who doubles as 
a backer major plugs in one quar- topper of WBKB tele station and 
ter hour with lesser plugs in the the Balaban & Katz theatre chain. 
segments of other sponsors. | Speaking on a WJJD discussion 
The “four in one” idea will give panel last week, Balaban admitted 
advertisers a year-round, evening, he was probably prejudiced in 
hour-long show on the full network favor of films. but predicted that 
for less than $300,000, including | both tele and films would continue 
time, talent and commercials by to make progress with each field 
Miss Smith. The disk jockey stan- forcing the other one-to sharper 
za, {0 be aired Mondays from 9-10 competition. 
P.m. and from 10:15-L1 p.m., will| Reversing his field slightly, Bala- 
preem Aug. 8 and will include a! pan said that the big favor TV 
telephone quiz routine. Miss Smith | could do films was to uncover new 
and her partner, Ted Collins, will personalities much as radio has 
Present clues to identify a celebri- peen doing for Hollywood all 
ty they have known, with the dol-| ajong. “Every time I look at the 


lar value of prizes offered mount- television screen I look for pos- | 


ng. A new poser will be used gible film personalities,” he said. 
ee free o. Neneds eee | Turning to sport events for big 
age identity of the celeb screen television, which the Chi- 
cohen y envious breedcent. | cago theatre of the B&K chain 

As a sales hypo, the web has an- | recently established, Balaban said 
for nced, the first backer to sign it was a shame that such an event 
ie oe ae ae ee we oe as the World Series, which grosses 
He on on the "Kate Smith TV an annual figure of $2,000,000 and 
Hour is played before a maximum of 


50.000 fans per game, couldn't be 
KLAC’s 3 Budgets 


wired all over the country into 
Hollywood, July 19. 


theatres and auditoriums at the 

same time it was being played, to 
_KLAC-TV has set up a three the unlimited benefit of players, 
tier production budget for the promoters, theatre men and sports 








_ Season. Production chart to) fans. ; 
4 _ into effect will depend en- | ae 
ely on who owns the outlet , J 
When prime selling time rolls in. Jacksonville, Fis. —- WOBS 


. -ealioned its staff with Wayne Far- 
Should Warner Bros. be award- "* alignes SHP staffer taking over 
ed KLAC by the FCC, station will '¢!! cram and production. man- 
— under its “A” production aaee and Jack Harrell, former 
vows sae —— ‘: er WJHP librarian, name continuity 
; ‘ey Schi irector ay ; » We . 
the Sisal , i posed ; . —. » is , commercial 
dartion —— will govern pro- count exec, is the llr ee eee 
a r the fall. Intermediate manager and im | oe ha 
slot has been set up to cover been WOBS’ acting manager, Na 
a@ unknown purchaser. |been appointed general manager. 





New Tele Packages | Connecticut Likely to Have Only 





Chicago, July 19 

Wvstern Advertising agency 
offering a series based on chil- 
dren’s classics, under direction of 


Charlotte Chorpenning of the Hartford, July 19. 
Goodman theatre, Chi. One shot Despite the assignment of nine 
appearance in test screening via ultra-high frequency channels to 
WBKB of Tom Sawyer and _ his " Pr 


the state, it looks as though citizens 
chums drew heavy mail response. _— oks as though citizen 


of Connecticut will have only one 


Agency will package in 30 or 60 . 
. : a povwen ; spot on the tele dial for the next 
minutes periods, and wants net- oop 
two or three vears WNHC-TY\ 
work facilities, maintaining that New Haven. te ti lv tel tati 
bags ew Have s > only tele statior 
package offered at $2.500 is too in tl shed " r _— af “ 
1e State in operation and from 
expensive for local telecasting , pach igo that : 
: ' comment among radio-wise people, 
Professional actors will be used. ’ 
feeling is that there won't be an 
other video station. erected for a 
E . while Reason for the long delay 
Vans Fur Co., Big In is due to two factors, lack of tech 
: nical equipment in the’ higher 
= ange treme i 
Chi Radio, Plans All Out range and tremendous amount o 
paper work hearings appeals, 


Splurge as TV Sponsor ““ 


UHF channel announcement 
didn’t evoke much surprise among 
the trade. It was expected. How 
ever, the man on the street is visi- 
bly disappointed Unfamiliar with 
the technical end of telecasting, he 


Chicago, July 19 

Evans Fur Co., a major local 
bankroller of radio over the past 
years, is plunging in tele July 22 
with two WGN-TV quiz shows the 
same day At the same time, had expected television momen 
Evans will sponsor four radio pro- tarily for the last three-four years 
grams on a 13-week basis to get a A series of contestant fights and 
comparative picture for its 1950 then the freeze put the kibosh on 
ad budget anv immediate television in this 

Tele shows are skedded for late area. 
afternoon and evening on a 13- 
week run, and will use the same 
format of fur fashion’ parades 
mixed up with a _ phone quiz. 
Prizes on the quiz range on up to 
a $2,000 mink coat. 

State Ad agency, which handles 
the Evans account, is enthusiastic 
about tele. possibilities, and figure 
on shooting the works next year if 
they get a favorable response from 


of FCC is for three 
the Hartford-New 
with two assigned to 
Bridgeport and another two at 
Waterburv. New Haven. home of 
WNHC-TV. will maintain that VHF, 
and in addition has been assigned 
two UHF bands 

Assignment of three channels to 
the Hartford area ‘FCC has in 


Assignment 
channels in 
Britain area, 


- One Station for the Next 2-3 Years 


cluded New Britain into the Hart- 
ford area) will bring to a close the 
tri-pronged fight for two original 
VHF channels. WTIC, WDRC and 
WTHT had rolled up their legalis- 
tic sleeves for a royal battle for 
Hartford representation. WONS, a 
Yankee property, was trying to get 
FCC to assign one of the channels 
to Bridgeport. Intent was to secure 
a telestation there Now every- 
body gets into the act 
Originally there was to be 
VHF stations in the state 


Dodge Gets in On L. A. 
College Grid Games 


Hollywood, July 19 


four 


Dodge Dealers Assn. of Greater 
I.. A. has been set as secondary 
sponsor for the University of 
Southern California-University of 
California in Los Angeles football 
games to be telecast over ABC's 
KECA-TV this fall Dodge is co- 
sponsoring with Hoffman Radio 
Corp 

Dodge dealers have laid out $30.- 
000 for the 11-game package. Coin 
goes to Hoffman Radio with whom 
Dodge is splitting the $60,000 tab. 
ABC put up the remaining $17,000 
to make up the $77,000 package. 

Grid battles will be co-sponsored, 
being presented by the two firms 
throughout. There will be no al- 
ternation of sponsored games or 
single sponsor by halves. 








televiewers. Ad budget this year; = ©} 
calls for radio-tele topping 50°o | 
of the total amount, with the rest | 
set aside for newspaper layouts. | 
State Ad spokesman said that | 
Evans operates on a “saturation 
principle of advertising” and will 
go all-out for TV in 1950 if their | 
first shows pay off. Right now, | 
agency is dickering with top local | 
talent to head up their twin ven- 
ture by sounding out Tom Moore, 
of “Ladies Be Seated,’ and Rose 
Dunn, creator of Telefashions. 


‘U-L FIRST STUDIO TO 
SPONSOR VIDEO SHOW 


Hollywood, July 19. 

Universal-International has 
signed contract with KTTV_ to 
' sponsor, on a participating basis. 
the “Playtime” television show 
which is beamed from outlet three 
times weekly. U-I thus becomes the | 
first studio to pay freight on a lo- | 
cal telecast. U-I will insert live | 
blurbs in “Playtime” plugging | & 
“Calamity Jane and Sam Bass.” 





Studios have gradually suc- 

cumbed to video for plugging their | 

pix but to date only on a spot 

basis beaming specially tailored _ 

trailers over local outlets. It's & long story... 
Participating sponsors on the 

Jack Rourke-Jack Wheeler pack: | 


age, “Playtime,” in addition to U-T, | 
are Coca - Cola, Kaiser - Frazer, | 
Kerns Foods, Dr. Ross Dog Food. | 
Longren Aircraft and the Wilshire | 
Tennis Club. Show is telensed on | 
Monday. Tuesday and Friday. Each | 
telecast is a 15-minute segment. 


Work Begun on Cable 
For Columbus Link 


Columbus, O., July 19. 

Work has already begun on lay- | 
ing of special video cable in the- 
city to link stations here to the | 
American Telepnone & Telegraph 
microwave relay unit which Is 
scheduled to bring in network tele- 
vision programs Oct. 1. 

Ohio Bell Telephone engineers 
are putting down cable from the 
receiving point atop the LeVeque- 
Lincoln Tower to the central! tele- 
phone office control panel. Cable 
will be laid from here to each of 
the city’s three television stations. 

At present 75% of the cable 10) 
'WBNS-TV is down, and as soon as 
materials are available the much | 





representative. 


longer line will be started to | 
WLW-C. WTVN, which is also lo- | 
cated in the LeVeque-Lincoln. 


would like to take the signal from | 
the AT&T relay unit located there. | 
but Ohio Bell officials insist the | 
signal must first go to the down-| 
town test board and then back to) 
WTVN. The hassle is now being | 
settled in conferences between the | 
two. 





one 





HAS 


A STORY 


29 years long, to be exact. 


It's the success saga of WWJ, Detroit's first radio 
station, and it includes the many success stories 
of its multitude of advertisers. It tells of WWJ's 
pioneering days, when radio was in its swaddling 
clothes. It covers the intervening years when 
radio came of voting age, and both WWJ and 
Detroit reached their pre-war peaks. And it brings 
you up to the present WWJ and the immensely 
wealthy post-war Detroit that is currently break- 
§ng all production records to keep up with the 
mation’s demand for new cars. 

Yes, the WW] story tells advertisers, who them- 
selves have a story to sell, how to tell it ¢ffec- 
tively and economically in the Detroit market. Get 
the WW] story directly from us, or our national 






4 


AM—950 KILOCYCLES—SOOO WATTS 
FM—CHANNEL 246—97.1 MEGACYCiES 


Bose NEC Affiliote 


FIRST IN DETROIT .. . Owned ond Opersted by THE DETRONT NEWS 
Metione! Representotives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
Associote Television Stotion WWI-TV 








36 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 20, 1949 











CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Philadelphia—Vivian Cooper, of 
WIP’s promotion dept. has been 
amed publicity director of 

KDN, Camden, N. J. 1,000- 
watter. Miss Cooper also takes 
pver the Carol Dean _ Show, 
WKDN’s daily women’s feature 
10:15 to 10:30 a.m. ... Ham Dalton, 
publicist, commentator, news col- 
urmnisit and one of the best known 
figures in Philly radio when he re- 
tired 10 years ago, has returned 
to WPEN, with a series of broad- 
casts on civic developments and 
affairs. Mondays through Fridays 
6:15 to 6:30 p.m. 





Louisville—Pete Katz, member 
of WHAS producer-writer staff, 
comes from WSKI, Montpelier, Vt 
Currently scripting - producing six- 
week “Music Under the Stars,” 
which plugs Iroquois Amphitheatre 
series of summer musicals. 


Fast Liverpool, O.—Richard V. 
Beatty has been named manager 
of WOHI, East Liverpool, which 
will begin broadcasting on Sept 
15, from 6 a. m. to midnight, with 


250 watts power on 1490 kilocy- 
cles. Station will be operated by 
East Liverpool Broadcasting Co., 


and will be the city’s second sta- 
tion 

Chicago—W MAQ, Chi, reported 
Chicago Downs Assn. will sponsor 
a 15 min., Mon.-thru-Fri. report on 
harness racing at Sportsman’s 
Park James S. Kearns agency 
handles; and announcements for 
Lite Soap through Ramsey agency; 
Capper Publications through the 
Buchen Co, 


Toronto—Back from his fifth 
round-the-world assignment for 
The Toronto Daily Star, largest 
eirculation newspaper in Canada, 
Gordon Sinclair, former VARIETY 
mugg, resumes his fourth 50-week 
geason as noon newscaster over 
CFRB, Toronto, for Alka-Seltzer. 

Des Moines—Paul Rhoades of 
Missoula, Mont., is a new member 
of the news staff of KRNT He 
was previously on the news staff of 
WEAW-FM, Evanston, Ill 





Detroit—WxX YZ, in cooperation 
with the Detroit Free Press and 
the U. S. Navy, will cover the 25th 

















Jontta, (ige Va, 
“AMERICA’S FINEST 








WESTERN ACT”! 





The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 
made a personal appear- 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
They are pictured here in 
Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honor- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 
sales plan! 


Wire, write or phone 


* 
ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
Productions 


KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 














annual Port 
sailing boat races with four broad- 
casts during the three-day event, 
July 23-25. Fred Wolf will do the 
announcing via tape recordings. 


Detroit—H. J. Heinz Co., through 
Maxon, Ine., ordered five partici- 
pations weekly for five weeks in 
Ross Mulholland’s WXYZ “Bare- 
foot Society” program and Foster 
Milburn Co., through Street and 
Finney, ordered three spots week- 
lv for 52 weeks on the same pro- 
gram 

Boston—Chief announcer Fred- 
erick P. Laffey, of WLAW in Law- 


rence, is on his annual 15-day tour 
of duty at Camp Edwards, Mass. 
Laffey holds the rank of Captain 
in the U. S. Army Military Intelli- 
gence (Reserve) 

St. Louis—Slack Furniture Co. 
has renewed its contract with 
KMOX, local CBS station, and the 
new pact runs for 52 weeks. Fur- 
niture dealer bankrolls “The Ozark 
Varieties,” a 30 mins. early a. m. 
program, Monday through Friday, 
and “The Old Fashioned’ Barn 
Dance,” 60 mins. program every 
Saturday night. 
Deviating from its 
policy of heavy 
music fare, the Marshal Field- 
owned WSAT this week injected 
double doses of full-hour hillbilly 
platter sessions. They are jock- 
eyed by Will Lenay at 6 a.m. and 
12:45 p.m. Monday through Fri- 
day. 


KTTV Lining Up Strong 
Show to Buck Football 


Hollywood, July 19. 

KTTV will build a_ television 
show to buck KECA-TV’s Saturday 
afternoon UCLA -USC _ football 
games. Meanwhile, KFI-TV, the 
only video outlet beaming on a 
regularly scheduled Saturday 
schedule, plans to move out its 
strong programs because the grid 
battles will be too tough to fight. 
Remaining outlets, KNBH, KTSL, 
KTLA and KLAC-TYV will not move 
into Saturday telecasting in face of 
the ball games. 


Cincinnati 
long established 








| | TV’s Banner 





Huron-to-Mackinac 











"WM. MORRIS PACKAGING | 
SURPRISE THEATRE’ 


Hollywood, July 19. 
William Morris agency has pack- under our plan the manufacturer 
aged “Surprise Theatre,” which it absorbs costs of refunds.” 
will offer to a local television sta- | : 
tion. Package has been built for | Opposition Strong 
the purpose of obtaining kinescope | 
prints for sales purposes. Show 
will consist of a series of agenc 
individual packages to be present- and the National Assn. of Radio 
ed as a showcase. Agency is comb- Station Representatives, as well as 
ing the woods for a local sponsor g number of station toppers. BAB’s 
to handle incidental costs. Maurice Mitchell recently tagged 
Already prepared are shows fea- PI deals “examples of operators 


Mail Order 


Continued from page 25 











H ccc 
} 


PI has been heavily scored by 


turing ZaSu Pitts, Billie Burke, | attempting to get stations to han- 
Bella Lugosi, Sterling Holloway, dle business at less than published 
El Brendel, Moro and Yaconelli,| rates.” NARSR’s Tom Flanagan 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry, Pinky declared, “Legally and morally a 


Lee and Marey McGuire. Each is station cannot have two prices for 
a 30-minute layout scripted by top the same service, one rate card 
grade scribblers represented by price to some sponsors and a per 
Wm. Morris. ;inquiry price to others.” 

Agency is anxious to land a spon- But faced with a tremendous in- 
sor for “Surprise” in order to keep crease in the number of stations 
program free of station strings. competing for a dwindling adver- 
Morris office fears that station will ,tising dollar, many broadcasters 
want to bind program by contract- are resorting to PI. “More and 
ing for local origination if show is more stations are finding profits in 
sold nationally. direct mail order selling,” said 
Kaye. “They know that a small 
advertiser will remain on the air 
at card rates only so long as his 
spots pay off cost-wise. The prin- 

ciple is no different from that of 
ammemety PI. But PI gives the station the 
Europe the stories are generally advantage in sharing in the profits 
if commercials pull strongly.” 

Withycomb says that PI will in- 








Opera on TV 


Continued from page 27 














translated into the vernacular and 


that both the illiterate and a troduce new bankrollers to radio 
highly cultured enjoy operaliC nq show them the medium’s 
works. power. Pete Maddux, WOR sales 


“In video,” the baritone stressed, yy) declares that his station is not 
“it will not be possible to have the afraid of PI, adding that all spon- 
corpulent tenor and the middle-' cor want proof of purchase and 
aged soprano believable as roman- py] effectively demonstrates AM’s 
tic young lovers In televised ability to sell. 


opera we will have to incline to 


casting from the standpoint of ap- 
Continued from page 23 = 











pearance, rather than from the 
the standpoint of voice. But there 
are enough fine voices among the 
younger generation to fill properly 
all the romantic parts, just as 
there are enough older singers of 
ability to fill the various character 
roles.” 

Tibbett stressed the fact that he 
doesn’t share the fear of some Cir- 
cles that televising opera will un- 
dermine public support of its tra- 
ditional form in opera. houses. 
Through the new medium, he feels, 





men (including advance guards) to 
the Day itinerary. 

The “day and date” release of 
RCA-Victor’s new platter of the 
singer to correspond with the Day 
p.a. tour, as a strategem to effect a 
closer tieup with the recording 
company and the network in build- 
ing singing personalities, is to be- 
come an established practice. 


a new public will be developed, Whe aw é 

just as radio increased public in- When Day played Boston - ® 

: , : ; couple weeks back, the occasion 

terest in serious music. In fact, oo arked by : “e 

Tibbett forecasts, the more real- pes ee ‘ »y “te ap ahem 
i é ray v > € 

istic methods emploved in _ tele- pengue urnout, including - 


mayor, governor of Massachusetts, 


vision will progressively affect the |. ‘ ‘ . 
prog : high-ranking Catholic hierarchy, 








-—— (‘yntinued from page 27 sometimes outmoded methods of . : ; 
.ame acting and production now em- !@¢luding the Archbishop, ete. 
Chevrolet to sponsor Arthur levad: in the sania Macaca Similarly, in Philadelphia last 
Schwatt7’s “Inside U.S.A.” which Ployed in the opera houses. sak ae ttend : oe 
Schwartss Isle U.S.A. Which At present, he said, two and © e attendant NBC-inspired 
is scheduled to go half-an-hour three-hour productions are not hoopla was calculated to cement 
twice a month. Other two weeks pete yyy ae full-lensth operas can the web-Day relationship for all 
in the month may be filled by Jack ,~“ : = time. And the affiliates love it. 


from the Coast, 
which is. still in 
decides to go TV 


| Benny's TV show 
exact status of 
doubt. If Benny 


this year. Luckies” will he his 
‘ 


sponsor. 


Chevrolet has also. signed to 
sponsor five Notre Dame football 
games this fall on DuMont, plus 
another tive college games which 
have not vet been selected. Du- 
Mont is taking advantage of the 
summer season to showease 
group of new house packages for 
which it hopes to pick up bank- 
rollers by fall. Bell & Howell re- 
turns to ABC in the fall as spon- 
sor on “Action Autographs” ard 
that web will also keep intact its 
curvent list) of Thursday night 
bankrollers, which did not enter 


TV until May. These, all of which 


have been on through the sum- 
mer, include Admiral and Old 
Golds, Time-Life and Pal Blades. 


be condensed or given in weekly 
installments. In addition, there 
are many one-act operas which can | 
be telecast in toto. He added that 
video’s operatic experiments—-“La 














L’ville 


y’s the Broadcast Advertising Bureau | 








Boheme.” “The Old Maid and the 
Thief,” “The Medium” and Tosca- _ ; j 
nini’s concert version of ‘“Aida’— such as television, is dried up,” it 





Continued from page 74 =a 


convinced him that teevee is an contended, “the listener will be 
excellent medium for presenting {he loser.” 
opera. HAS , 

WHAS pointed out that there 





were originally two other buyers 
| for its stations besides Crosley, but 


the others (Bob Hope and the Fort 


ee: 


tim: continued from pase 22 scans 


orship has the undivided blessing 
of the industry hierarchy and 
Robert Richard’s public relations 
administration has the NAB stamp 
of approval. 

Overall streamlining of the NAB 
administration represents a_ big 
chunk of coin saving. from a $775.- 








Coy 


Continued from page 23 ——— 


will succeed him. Among the most 


recent names tossed about are 
Neville Miller, radio lawyer, for- 
met NAB prexys and former 
Mayor ol Louisville; Benedict 


Cottone, general counsel of the 
FCC: and Jess Willard. who leaves 
NAB Aug. | as a result of the 
elimination of his office The 
possibility that Gen. Telford Tay- 
lor, former general counsel of the 
Commission and now in. private 
practice, may get the post, also 
persists 

There's only one thing certain 
about Coy’s successor; he will get 


a thorough examination by the 
Senate Committee on Interstate & 
Foreign Commerce before confir- 


mation. Anyone who watched the 
third degree treatment of Edward 
M. Webster. before the Committee 
reported his nomination last week, 
for a new term on the Commission, 
can be sure of that. 


¢ 000 


working budget to $701,500. 
Actually, however, the cutback is 
far greater, for included within the 
framework of the new financial 
structure is the operation of the 
new Broadcast Advertising Bureau 
BAB). plus the cost of operating 
the video division In addition, 
the NAB is effecting a “share-the- 
savings” scheme permitting for a 
12'2°> rebate to membership sta- 
tions. 

To pave way for the savings. the 
NAB is also drastically curtailing 


committee activity and personnel, 
permitting for a shave-off on ex- 
pense accounts. Board meetings 


are cut down to three a year. with 
the board meetings at annual con- 
ventions eliminated. 

The Structure Committee, headed 
by Clair R. McCullough, of WGAL, 
Lancaster, Pa., recommended that 
the NAB continue its present finan- 
cial support and supervision of 
BAB, with the further recom- 
mendation that immediate steps be 
taken by the parent association to 
bring about the organization of the 
bureau as a separate and inde- 
|pendent corporation. 


Industry Co.) withdrew. It told the 
Commission it recently constructed 
a building for its newspapers cost- 
ing over $10,000,000 and because 
actual expenditures far exceeded 
original estimates it had to secure 
$3,000,000 through outside finan- 
cing. It therefore decided to get 
out of redio to reduce this debt. 
Denial of the sale not only de- 


prives it of nearly $2,000,000, it 
said, but also requires it to go 
ahead with prosecution of its TV 
permit at a cost of another 
$1,000,000. 

WHAS also took exception to 


many of the findings on which the 
examiner based his recommended 
decision. It contended that the 
basis for denial—overlap between 
WLW, Cincinnati, and WHAS—was 
Siven too much emphasis and the 
effect of FM and television was not 
considered. The examiner reached 
his conclusions, said WHAS, “as 
if the case involved only the trans- 
fer of AM facilities prior to the 
war. 





FILES FOR TEXAS STATION 


Sherman, Tex., July 19. 

Application has been made to 
the FCC by the Sherman Tele- 
vision Co. for a video outlet to be 
operated here on channel 6. Esti- 
mated cost of the plant is said to 
be $109,000. 

Principals in the organization in- 
clude John A. Prather, prez; Hugh 
E. Prather, vice-president; Hugh E. 


| Prather, Jr., and S. Foster Yancey. 


'WHAS’ New $1,000,000 
Setup Dedicated With 


| Turnout of Notables 
| Louisville, July 19. 

| Special airing “In Looking 
|Ahead” was carried by WHAS 


/Monday (18) night to dedicate its 
_new $1,0000,000 radio facilities ang 
to mark close of 27 years of sery- 
ice to Kentucky and Indiana lig. 
_teners. Show closed exactly on the 
minute that WHAS first went on 
the air 27 years ago in 1922. With 
| dedicatory ceremonies,  station’s 
new offices and studios were open 
to visitors for tours. 


Officials from government, mili- 
tary, labor, business and radio 
were present for the ceremonies. 


Invited to attend were Maj. Gen. 
Roderick R. Allen and Maj. Gen. 
William G. Livesay from Fort 
Knox; Vice-President Alben w, 
Barkley, Sen. Virgil W. Chapman, 
|Sen. Garrett Withers, Gov. Earle 
E. Clements of Kentucky; Gov. 
Henry Schricker of Indiana; Rep. 
Thurston B. Morton; Louisville’s 


Mayor Charles P. Farsley and 
others. 
“Looking Ahead” included sto- 


ries of the early broadcasting days 
of WHAS, with musical highlights 
by Rosalind Marquis, Bill Pickett 
and the orchestra and chorus, un- 
der’ direction of Edward Barret, 
WHAS musical director. Victor A. 
Sholis, WHAS director, and Mark 
Ethridge, WHAS v.-p., participated 
in the dedication portion of the 
program. Announcer Jim Walton 
was emcee. 

WHAS offices and studios oc- 
cupy the fifth, sixth and seventh 
floors of the new Courier-Journal, 
Louisville Times and WHAS build- 
ing. Among the most modern 
broadcasting plants in the country, 
studios are lighted by approximate- 
| ly mile of fluorescent tubing, 
operates on 707 vacuum tubes and 
wiring in the studios exceeds 101 
miles in length. 


Ly 





Chicago — WLS, in connection 
with the Sun-Times and the Chi 
Park District, is staging a citywide 
Square Dance contest, using head- 
liners in the National Barn Dance 
as judges and extra entertainment. 
Contest prelims are underway now 
in city parks and pavilions, with 
finals skedded for Aug. 3. 
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Get Off That RPM Whirl! 


Sporadic meetings have been going on among the diskers about 
the sundry rpm’s. “There will always be plenty of 78 rpm turn- 
tables,” says one complacently. And practically everybody agrees. 
But, thereafter, the proponents of LP—Columbia’s Long Playing 
33 1/3 revolutions per minute and RCA Victor's 45 rpm—sit back . 
and each says, “Well, the public will decide which it prefers.” 


Maybe the public will. But right now all the public has agreed 
upon is that all have one big collective headache. The public 
yens for the good old days when the only worry was which tune 
and by what artists—no electronic or engineering wrinkles to 
complicate a simple transaction of a 50c or a 75¢ platter pur- 


chase. 


The music business has a 


headache, 


in spades. Tunes are 


going no place. Artists are stalemated. The LP versus 45ers, with 
the old-school 78ers in the middle, has diskers, publishers, song- 
smiths and artists alike as befuddled as the public. 


It’s no secret that the 


angle of 


“pride” is entangled some- 


where in the general thinking. Each feels that, in time, the pub- 


lic will give the answer On the proposition of a survival 


fittest. 


Sales have dropped, inventories piled up, and 50% 


the 


‘ 
Ol 


clearance 


sales have been effected by at least two majors, Victor and Decca. 
Incidentally, Decca reports that so far its sale is very successful 
—‘it’s bringing traffic back into the stores.” 


Decca is the company best in position to swing the balance of 
power. Decca, with its pops, is deemed more logical to go 45 rpm, 


put with its many albums it could just as feasibly go LP 


RCA’s 


wealth of Red Seal music is a natural for LP, but of course the 
pops are logical for the seven-inch, 45 rpm technique. Capitol, 
which had joined RCA for its pops, has also decided to go LP on 
its aloums; and London Records ‘the British Decca, but no con- 
nection any more with the U. S. Decca company) has decided on 
LP. CAP’s three-way move, in effect, may set the new pattern 


for all the diskers. 


Phonograph manufacturers, Inevitably, must produce the new 
sets to play all three speeds, and just as inevitably, as the market 


is equipped with the new electronic techniques 


be they LP's 


33 1/3 or RCA’s 45s—the oldfashioned 78s will be played down. 
Merchandising-wise, the packing, shipping, economy-of-space 
and non-breakage, 45s and LPs both have it over the heretofore 
orthodox 78 rpm’ers. The trade problem is to convert as quickly 
as possible before the public possibly says aw-nuts to the whole 


thing and goes back to just playing the radio. 


Citizens Group Fails 
To Halt Suspension 


Of Philharmonic Orch 


Columbus, O., July 19. 

Attempt by a citizen’s committee 
to halt the one-year suspension of 
the Columbus Philharmonic ended 
in failure last week as the orches- 
tra association’s board of directors 
rejected fund-raising plans ad- 
vanced by the committee. 

Committee suggested cutting or- 
chestra size from 78 to 60 members 
and raising $30,000 in a whirlwind 
campaign. This was not enough, 
the board said, to erase the present 
indebtedness and guarantee suc- 
cess for this coming season. 

Move to continue the Philhar- 
monic was piloted by Norman 
Nadel, Daily Citizen’s music critic 
and one of the founders of the or- 
chestra. 

Reiterating its intention to re- 
establish the orchestra for the 1950- 
51 season, the board said in a state- 
ment that a committee would be 
appointed soon to consider that ob- 
jective. 


ED FADIMAN TIES UP 
PIANO QUARTET COIN 


Continuing its move against the 
four members of the First Piano 
Quartet in the current dispute over 
Ownership and management of tbe 
name and ensemble, Fadiman As- 
socilates and Edwin Fadiman this 
week tied up all RCA-Victor funds 
due on recordings by the quartet. 
RCA-Victor is withholding royalties 
until the courts decide 
Fadiman or the four musicians own 
the name and music arrangements. 
Since the Quartet disks were high 
on longhair bestselling lists, funds 
are believed to be substantial. 

Suit is in N. Y. supreme court. 
Fadiman claims to have peid the 
four Musicians $100,000 net in sal- 
aries last year. Musicians, led bs 
Adam Garner, claim they hold title 
to the First Piano Quartet name, 
and want to do their own bookings 
henceforth. Fadiman claims own- 
ership, alleging breach 
agreements by the quartet in their 
recent activities. 


Boult Batons in Chi 


Si : Chicago, July 
Peers Adrian Boult, conductor of 
pe British Broadcasting orchestra, 
ites ts the Chi Symphony in a 
S of four concerts >ginni 
July 26 concerts, beginning 
oon is the fifth guest conductor 
4 nla Festival season. 
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L’ville Orch Maps 
‘x bd a! 
Extensive Season 
Louisville, July 19. 

John R. Woolford, Louisville 
Orch manager, has announced ex- 
tensive plans for the local symph, 
which opens the 1949-50 season in 
Columbia aud Nov. 2. 

Thirteenth season will feature 
the Louisville Orch ‘formerly 
Louisville Philharmonic) in a series 
of six Wednesday evening and 
Thursday afternoon — sbscription 
concerts. Last season's highly suc- 
cessful plan of commissioning con- 
temporary composers and bringing 


guest soloists to Louisville will be 
contniued. 
Va. Wouldbe Gov., Suh! 


Spurns Massah Petrillo 


Washington. July 19. 

Francis Pickins Miller, candi- 
date for the Democratic nomina- 
tion for governor of Virginia, has 
declared that he doesn’t want the 
support of American Federation of 
Musicians prexy James Caesar 
Petrillo. 

Statement followed revelation by 
Miller's opposition that Petrillo 
had sent a letter to union mem- 
bers urging their support for Mil- 
ler. His foes used the document 
to claim that ‘outside influences” 
were being injected into the cam- 
paign. 


Long’s Sock Toledo Biz 


Toledo, July 19. 
Johnny Long's orch, in a week's 
ball- 


stay at Centennial Terrace 
room. near Toledo, July 8-4, 
plaved to a sock 6.200 dancers, 


despite being partially rained out 
Saturday (9). 

Terrace has been operating only 
on weekends this season. but 
booked Long for a week. Admis- 
sion was $1.50 weekends and $1.25 
on weekdays 

Other bands booked for the out- 
door dance spot, for weekends 
(Fri.-Sat.-Sun.), include Bob Strong, 
Russ Carlvle, Jimmy Featherstone, 
and Rav Anthony. 


> y 
3-Ply Plug on ‘Night 
Chicago. July 19 

Robbins Music. 20th-Fox and 
Mercury Records have been work- 
in this area for 
song. “Through a Long and Sleep- 
less Night.” from the 20th film, 
“Come to the Stable oe, 
Campaign got under was Friday 
15) with a screening of the pic for 
disk jockeys and retail disk deal- 
ers. followed by an appearance of 
Vic Damone and a preview of his 

f the tune. 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





S-B Sues Vogel On 
‘12th St. Rag’ Useage 


Charging Jerry Vogel Music 


with wrongfully using the Original | 


music of 


nus “12th St. Rag” by pub- 
lishing the work since August, 


1948, Shapiro-Bernstein, in an ac- 
tion filed in N. Y. federal court 
last week, seeks an injunction, 
damages and an accounting. Song 
Was written as an instrumental in 
1914 by the late Euday Bowman 


Bowman assigned the number to 
J. W. 


Jenkins Music Co.. which 
later had its employee, James S 
Sumner, write lyrics for the tune 
Shapiro-Bernstein secured Bow 
man’s renewal rights in 1941 and 
also obtained Jenkins renewal 
rights the following year 


Philly Heatrs. 
For Merger Of 


Wired Musicers 


Philadelphia, July 19 
Headquarters for one of the na- 

tion’s largest distributors of wired 

music and plant 


broadcasting has 


been set up here with the merger 
of two of the most important com- 
panies in this’ field—Muse Art 
Corp. of Philadelphia, local link in 
the Muzak chain, and National 
Wired Music Corp., formerly asso- 
ciated with the World Broadcasting 
System. Muzak has taken over the 
wired-music.rights of World 

The new firm, which will 
tinue the Muse Art Corp. 
will be headed by John B. Kelly, 
tormer president National Wired 
Music, one-time Olympic oarsman 
and vice-president of iadio station 
WIBG. 

Hitherto concentrating on wired 
music, the Muse Art Corp. will ex- 
pand its activities into plant broad- 
casting. It will cover the entire 


con- 
name, 


field of industrial plants, offices, 
hotels, restaurants and other out- 
lets throughout Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, central and southern New 
Jersey and Delaware 

Max Ingber, president of ‘the 
original Muse Art firm, will head 


under the new setup. Expansion 
of the firm has necessitated moving 
its studios and executive offices 
into larger quarters in the WIBG 
Bldg. 

In conjunction with its plant 
broadcasting program, Muse Art 
will provide dramatic skits, jingles, 
spot announcements and posters to 
cut down plant hazards, promote 
healthful activities for workers and 
improve industrial relations. 

In addition to Kelly and Ingber, 
Paul Harron, president of WIBG, 
will also be active in the firm. 


BLACKLIST DEVORES IN 
SLAPSY MAXIE’S RAP 


Hollywood, July 19. 
American Federation of Mu- 
sicians Local 47 here has put 


Charlie and Sv Devore, who oper- 


ated the now-defunct Slapsy 
Maxie’s. on its blacklist iming 
thev still owe coin to v mem- 


bers. 

Local has also cracked down on 
the newly-opened Chanteclair res- 
taurant on Sunset Strip. which 
takes on Harold Stern combo Aug. 
3. Eatery has been told it must 
put up a week's coin before any 
musicians can play. 


Mpls. Provides Bands 
For Community Sings 
Minneapolis, July 19 
Musicians union here is devoting 
portion of the national 
transcription fund to join with the 
park board and newspapers to pro- 
vide bands fo. community sings 
in city parks. 
here are six such sings a week, 
covering all the parks, and the 
program continues for eight weeks 
The union is distributing song 
sheets with 100 songs at each sing 


its 


Scouts Europe for RCA 


Constance Hope, artists rela- 
tions director for RCA-Victor, 
sails tomorrow ‘Thurs.’ from N. ¥ 
on the Caronia,. to concert 
talent for Victor. 

She'll visit various European 
spots. concentrating on the differ- 
ent music festivals She's due to 


scout 


,return after Labor Day. 
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Wallerstein, Elliott 


to Highlight 


Dealers’ Meet With Disking Analysis 





Seria Maps Repertoire 
Dario Soria, head of Cetra-Soria 
Records, U. §S 


Italy 


outlet for Cetra 


Records of is sailing Friday 


22) on the Vuleania for Italy 
where he'll spend six weeks abroad 


to plan new repertoire. Soria, also 


in the radio production department 
of the D'Arcy ad agency, is on short 
leave from the latte 
Sailing is his wite, Dorle 
Jarmel, head irtment 
the N. \ Svm 
phony and Columbia Met 
Cetra-Soria was one first 
independent companies into 


absence 
with 


of 
him 
of press dep 
Philharmonic 
Artists 
of the 
to go 


ot 


LP last wintet Complete operas 
of Lucia di Lammermoo! 
“L’'Amico Fritz.’ “Norma” and 


“Turandot,” originally recorded in 
ltatvy and re-pressed in the U. S., 


are due out in LP shortly 


NICKY BLAIR BUYING 


INTO CLIQUE, PHILLY 
Nicky Blair. former operator of 
the Carnival, N. Y., and one-time 
owner of the Paradise and othe 
Gotham cafes, may buy into the 
Clique, Philadelphia. Way for the 
deal was paved this week when 
Frank Palumbo and his partner 
Ben Corson, repurchased the 
Clique from William Levine, who 
operates the Brass Rail restau- 


rants in N. Y. 

Blair will go to Philly this week 
to look over the setup. It’s ex- 
pected that if he buys in, Palumbo 
will still be fronting the spot, 
which is a big buyer of name 
bands. Toots Shor, N. Y. restaura- 


teur, is reported to be in on the 


deal with Blair. 


Levine purchased the spot from 
for 
$180,000 of which one-third was in 


Palumbo several months ago 
cash and the remainder in notes 
Repurchase price wasn’t disclosea 


With takeover of the spot, 


Joe Frasetto’s band. 
tvpe show is regarded as a 


tion of the Blair deal. 


Cramped, Quits Astor 


Singer Bill Lawrence dropped 
out of the Astor hotel, N. Y., show 
after one week because of inability 
to fill radio and tele commitments 
plus the hotel assignment. 

Singer appears on the Arthur 
Godfrey early-morning and _ his 
evening video shows as well. 

The Astor has set no replace- 
ment. 


Set Adams, Starr Hearing 

N. Y. Supreme Court 
early-September hearing for $100, 
000 breach of contract suit brought 


has set 


by Berle Adams, agent, against 
Kay Starr. 

Adams claims chirper made 
$38,000 in ‘48 under his man- 
agement; that in 10 years pre- 
vious she never had annual take 
greater than $6,000. She hasn't 


paid him since April. Adams holds 
a three-year contract, with three- 
year option, which dates from ‘47, 

Miss Starr reportedly claims 
Adams holds no California license 
and booked her without a legal 
right to do so. 


Virginia Davis’ Dates 
Vienna, July 13. 

Virginia Davis, daughter of band- 
leader Mever Davis, begins a tour 
of U. S. Army vamps in Austria 
with an engagement at Camp Mc- 
Cauley July 22 The following 
day she will appear at Linz, and on 
the 24th she’s scheduled to give a 
performance at Wels. She'll ap- 
peur here Juiy 27, and will then 
play a date at Salzburg three days 
later 

Miss Davis will pick up a pianist 
in Austria and may book more 
dates in Germany next month. 

Because of a two-day fair date 
in Reading. Pa., Jimmy Dorsey's 
bow at the Statler hotel, N. Y.. has 
been moved back one day to Sept 
13 

Sigmund Romberg has signed a 
term contract with RCA-Victor. 


Pa- 
the division of plant broadcasting lumbo installed a six act bill with 
However, this 
tem- 
porary policy pending consumma- 


¢ Agenda of the National Assn. of 


Musie Merchants four-day conven- 
tion, which starts in New York next 
Monday (25), will be highlighted by 
an analysis of the recording indus- 
try by Columbia prez Edward Wal- 


lerstein and RCA-Victor veepee 
J. B. Elliott The execs, who are 
slated to address the Thursday 
morning (28) session, will talk on 
Evolution in Records 

lo be held at the Hotel New 
Yorker and the adjoining Manhat- 
tan Center, the conclave is expect- 
ed to draw between 7,000 and 8- 
000. Other business sessions will 
be marked by talks from publish- 
ers, merchandisers and a television 


manufacture! Sundry trade asso- 
clations participating in the meet 
will also hold minor huddles. 

In addition to the Wallerstein- 
Elliott debate, the Thursday morn- 


ing (28) session will also present 
Richard A. Hoefer, publisher of 
House Beautiful, whose mag's Au- 
gust issue is devoted entirely to 
music Convention closes Thurs- 
gav evening (28) at a Waldorf-As- 


toria banquet, where an announce 
ment will be made of the NAMM’s 
new officers 


Catalina Band Switch 
Looming as Tourists 
Tighten Up on Com 


Hollywood, July 19. 
The somewhat soggy state of 
ballroom biz on the Coast this sum- 
mer is afflicting the resort area of 
Catalina Island. In late May, when 
season opened at the P. K. Wrigley- 
owned isle, Jan Garber band was 
esconced in Casino terpalace on a 
10-week ticket at flat $4,000 weekly. 
It was not only best location coin 
Garber has grabbed in long time 
hereabouts, but a come-uppance 

for Catalina in postwar period. 
Most bookers took it for granted 


that Garber would hold until sea- 
son waned Labor Day, but last 
week the Catalina crowd was in 


Hollywood seeking a lower-priced 
orchestra to replace Garber when 
his 10th frame ends Aug. 4. Lyle 
Thayer, former MCA and GAC 
booker, who spotted Garber, seems 
to have the inside track, offering 
Leighton Noble orch, which he now 
personally manages at $2,750 per 
week. MCA, however, has gotten 
Catalinians to sit in on an audition 
of Ike Carpenter's crew, offered at 
$2,350 weekly. 

A committee of Catalina restf- 
dents now chooses Casino orchs, 
Wrigley taking less interest than 
formerly. Acting as. advisors are 
certain CBS execs here, reflecting 
the Chicago tie-ins between Wrig- 
lev and the network. 

Garber has been attracting stout 
biz, at least what biz hangs around 
the isle at night. With tourists 
cautiously thumbing their thinning 
bankrolls. most aren't lingering 
long in Catalina, where food and 
accommodations are much more ex- 


pensive than on the = mainland. 
Fewer Catalian-goers are staving 
overnight. and that cuts down 


Casino admissions. 

Another factor plaving a part is 
the loftv scale affixed this year on 
the Casino by Musicians’ Local 47 


here. The minimum for a sideman 
is $150 weekly; last year it was 
$120. Union tilted seale after 


pointing out to Catalina committee 
that tuners found it excessively ex- 
pensive to live there. The present 


scale. believed steepest regular 
weekly demand on any ballroom 
in country, covers Local 47 and 


traveling bands alike. 


Richmond on His Own, 


Also Handling ‘Big 3’ 


Howie Richmond. ad and pro- 
motion manager for the Big 3 ‘Rob- 
bins-Feist-Miller-Warren), is ex- 
panding his activities to include 
national reecerd exploitation for 
several outside accounts, and will 
also operate as a personal man- 
ager He will continue with the 
Big 3 advertising account from his 
own offices. 

He will represent 
for national reeord§ exploitation, 
and has also signed Coast singer 
Nick DeLano to a personal man- 
agement contract. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s| 


Covers Total | 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Guy Lombardo... .Waldorf (400; $2).............. 2 3,185 5,885 
Nat Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......12 835 10.805 
3 Suns-Paul Spair. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........14 725 4,225 
Ray Anthony .... Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 13 990 3,050 
Blue Barron....-- Astor (850; $1.50-$2)..... istanas © Cee eee 


aa a : 
* New Yorker, ice revue. 





Chicago 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1 cover). Leni 
Lynn and Joe Isbell. Conventioneers keeping tabs at 2,200. 

“Frankie ¥ asters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice show and Masters up over last week with 3,837 covers. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). “Salute 
Rodgers & Hammerstein” playing to packed spot. Fine 4,000 tabs 

Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Sid Caesar keeping furniture men happy. Bigger 4,150 covers 

Claude Thornhill ‘Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). Mayfly inva- 
sion and two cool nights niked here. 9,700 admissions. 


to 


Los Angeles 
Emil Coleman (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Jack Cole 
and the Merry Macs. Second wk. Good 5,268 covers. 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Seventh wk. Okay 3,040 covers. 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Nsg 672 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Willie Shore and 
Billy Eckstine getting heavy supper trade; 4,000 covers. 

Dick Jurgens (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Opened Tues, (12). 
Phillips out. First week for Jurgens 13,500 admissions. 

Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Leveling off at 2,100 tabs. 

Orrin Tucker (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Third week garnered 9,800 
admissions. 


Dancers 


Teddy | 


(Los Angeles) 
Desi Arnaz (Mocambo, 300; $3-$4 min.). Fourth wk. Big 3,900 covers. 
Billy MacDonald (Aragon, Santa Monica; 3rd wk.). Good 3,800 covers. 
Harry James (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 6th wk.). Off with 3,400. 
Russ Morgan (Palladium B., Hollywood; 6th wk.). Okay 10,300 ad- 
missions. 


200 Dismissed 


In Col.'s Coast 
Plant Shuttering "i 


Hollywood, July 19. Bacall, Doris Day and Hoagy Car- 
Columbia Records on Monday michael, with Harry James han- 


(18) temporarily closed down its |dling the Biederbecke solos. Fol- 

big pressing plant here. Plant cost lowing completion of the shooting, 

more than $1,000,000 to establish. Zito will go to Chi for some mid- 
; nny : west bookings. 

Shuttering will continue for | a ia 


Zito in Bix Pic 
Hollywood, July 19. 

Jimmy Zito, trumpeter who has 
|been heading up his own band un- 
'der the billing of ‘‘Young Man With 
‘a Horn,” has been signed to toot 
‘in the Warner pic, “Young Man 
‘With a Horn.” Zito will play the 
solos for the character portraying 
Al Hazard, Bix  Biederbecke’s 
teacher. 








| possible. 


crowd of 


20 for Mpls. Symph 


Minneapolis, July 19. 
Impending Minneapolis Symph 
season, opening Oct. 21, will in- 
clude 20 concerts for the local sub- 


scription season, the largest num-'| 
The less extensive tour- , 


ber yet. 
ing next season makes the increase 


day night and Sunday afternoon. | 
It will be the first season under 
new conductor, Antal Dorati, who 


resigned as Dallas Symph maestro 


to succeed Dimitri Mitropoulos, 
now with the New York Philhar- 
monic. 

Three major orchestra resigna- 


tions, those of Louis Krasner, con- 
certmaster; Yves Chardon, associ- 
ate conductor and principal cellist, 
and Valeria Vitalis, harpist, have 


resulted in the employment of Ra- 
fae] Druian, David Serkin and Ann 
Nesbit as replacements. 


Robin Hood Dell 
Getting Off the Nut 


Philadelphia, July 19. 

Robin Hood Dell promises to get 
off the nut this vear, with its star 
attractions drawing capacity gates 
and better, coupled with favorable 
weather breaks. Only two of the 
nine concerts presented in the first 
three weeks of operation had to be 
postponed because of rain, and 
none of the shows have had to be 


cancelled. 


Last week Oscar Levant drew a 
12,000 for his all-Gersh- 
win program. The turnout for Le- 
vant was seemingly unaffected by 
the crowd of 40,000 that jammed 
the Municipal Stadium for 
Gavilan-Robinson fight the 
evening. 


Same 


Jan Peerce brought out the 


ing to more 
customers. 


Last year the Dell folded after 


four weeks, with three stanzas stil 
to go. because of rain and financia 
troubles. The open-air concert sta 
dium is operating this year unde 
new management. 








“about three months,” according | VARIETY 
RIETY 


to Ben Selvin, Coast rep of Col. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines, "eek of Juv 15 


Experiments will be oc-| 
| casional Thursday night concerts. 
|The regular concert days are Fri- | 


the 


Thursday night (14) the 
combination of Patrice Munsel and 
sea- 
son’s highest crowd, the Dell play- 
than 13,000 paying 


Majors’ RPM Tug-of-War Charged 


With Ignoring Smaller Mfrs., Etc. 


+ Charging that the interests of 
the smaller manufacturers, whole- 
salers and dealers have been 
ignored by the majors in the disk 
industry's rpm tug-of-war, Allegro 
Records prez Paul Puner yesterday 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 9) 
London, July 6. 
Wedding Marlene. .Box & Cox 


Red Roses _..L. Wright (Tues.) asked Secretary of Com- 
Lavender Blue ee merce Charles Sawyer to appoint 
A You're Adorable. ..Connelly a mediator to assist in settling the 
Candy Kisses Chappell dispute. In a letter to Sawyer, the 
12th Street Rag Chappell Allegro head cited a report that 
4 gain F. D. & H. a : 
Buy Killarne: P. Maurice execs of RCA, Columbia and Decca 
Riders in Sky Chappell were “secretly” meeting in New 
Put Shoes on Lucy Gay York to resolve the deadlock. 
Forever and Ever...F. D. & H Puner’s message called Sawyer's 
Strawberry Moon Kassner attention to the majors’ alleged 
“veil of secrecy” and noted that 
Second 12 “only three companies in an indus- 
Faraway Places Leeds try that numbers several hundred 


Put ’Em in Box Connelly are meeting to solve a problem of 


Cuckoo Waltz K. Prowse vital concern to all others.” He 
Echo Told Me Lie Chappell also felt that the intervention of 
Powder Your Face. .Chappell a Federal arbitrator “is the only 
I'll Always Love You Clover way that I can think of through 


which an equitabie solution can be 
arrived at with ample protection 
and consideration” for the inde- 
pendents. 

Replying to Puner’s original re- 
quest for a Federal mediator last 
November, the Commerce Depart- 
ment pointed out that it could not 
intervene in such a situation unless 
directed to do so by law. While 
conceding there is no legal basis 
for Government intervention, Puner 
opined in his letter that there is 
“ample precedent for high officers 
of our government to inject 
themselves into a situation which 


In Shady Nook K. Prowse 
Clancy Lowered Boom 
Careless Hands 

It’s Magic Connelly 
Behind the Clouds Feldman 
It Happened in Adano Maurice 


Leeds 
Morris 


Eckstine's LAG 
For N.Y. Par Date 


Billy Eckstine has been pacted 
for the N. Y. Paramount theatre for 
the Christmas show at a reported 


affects the national economy.” 
$7,500 salary. Film will be Bob 
Hope’s “The Great Lover.” Salary 


| 
test eter: BM Unalarmed 
etek" Hino At Report of Govt. 
Anti-Trust Probe 


Meanwhile, Milt Ebbins, Eck- | 

stine’s manager, is spotting the | 

singer on one-nighters and asking | 
$2,000 nightly. Negotiations are on | 
for a theatre tour in which the | 
singer is asking $10,500 weekly | 
plus percentages, out of which he'll | 

With American Society of 

Composers, Authors & Pubulishers 

on the verge of inking a new con- 

sent decree with Department 

| of Justice, reported in trade 

‘circles that the “vulnerability” of 

| Broadcast Music, Inc., to the anti- 











1 pay for surrounding acts. Other | 

} talent on the bill is expected to 

- cost around $2,500 and house would | 

r supply a band. A Metro film deal 
is currently being dickered. 


Week of July 15 | 


the 


the 


it’s 





Two hundred employees have | eed 7%) nae 

. ‘i trust laws may soon be tested by 
y Col. Andy Schrade, vaahidiiiia ” Perry Como........ ... Vietor ¢ : 
i aces ar aasiaie an aaar. 1. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (8) (Williamson) EY es ie orn RRR a ae ¢ Government attorneys. Answering 
with no definite word given as to | : ; ; | Vaughn Monroe...... Victor %|4 protest made by songwriter- 
when work will resume. Schrade | 2. RIDERS IN THE SKY (12) (Morris)... ...ccccccccsscccccees ) Buri Ives ......+e....Columbia ; publisher Milton Drake that BMI 
stays on salary until present plat- | ge ‘ > is a “monopoly in restraint of 
ters in warehouse are disposed of. 3. AGAIN (18) (Robbins) LOR AAPRERE MEO RO 4 Sponge lai gaa aac igseeere z trade.” Sigmund Timberg ot the 
Selvin and his secretary, Mary ‘ ‘ tetaesiek aiSeR ee Se s ye he p one ai Department’s anti-trust 
Kettrin, will then be only employ- or — 0 ~ \ Vv iiting-Mercer ..... apitol ¢ division said the matter would be 

ees remaining. | 4. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (9) 4. ) Shore-Clark ..........Columbia 3 — “careful consideration.” 

Col now presses only at Bridge- r TOR a \ Perry Como Victor tg ndustry factions long have been 
port, since its midwest supplier, at 5. BALI RA’E (5) (Williamson) $F65663040 04546460058 4000 088 ) Bing Crosby ..... Decea ; ogeong — hed go lng ing tee 
King’s Mill, Ohio, has been shut- \Gordon Jenkins......... ece 6a obe has never 
aan! for past 60 davs. Col origi- 6. I DON’T SEE ME (9) (Laurel) ......... eer TT Tere eee | Perry Como F ae 3 materialized. In a telegram to the 
nally opened this plant in order to | (iae: ieee Victor z etch ee Drake also 
make fast disk shipments to west- 7. FOREVER AND EVER (13) (Robbins) 1 Ruse Mor aca | uarsed that BMI, as a vendor of 

ast p | (Russ Morgan........... Decca musie rights. is in a positi { 
ern distribs. Now, with sales ree a71,348 EAD. ip > goon aa ee ee 

ed cs ‘ co aia atte tia asa a ont {| Margaret Whiting Capitol @ | fix prices in collusion with the 
slump, it appears speed with which 8 WONDERFUL GUY (5) (Williamson) ............. ' | Fran Warren Victor J broadcasters by whom it is owned 
deliveries to be made is less im- a Pete edited aed Fn ke ee 
portant LEBUCI ' :, ( Frank Sinatra Colimbio @ lie added that BMI and the broad- 

‘ 9. HUCKLEBUCK (3) (United) ..........cccccccccees Disesis a ~ @/ casters, as ymbine YY an 

Company continues recording Ys Pere Sty ~ 3 seller, om crane pF in 
here, however, with Selvin cutting 2 y9, «4" YOU'RE ADORABLE (13) (Laurel) Arie dle St --. Victor ¥ the music right field to the end 
Sur faces Monday (18) night with (Lony Pastor........ Columbia $ that all songwriters and musie 
ret — and four with Frank S C @ publishers would be at their 

Inatra Thursday (21). econe roup * | merey,...” 

< | Apprised of Drake’s complai 
> AY : F plaint, 
\Sammy Kaye Victor ¢ | BMI veepee Robert J. Burton de- 
LOU LEVY BECOMING ROOM FULL OF ROSES (Hill & Range)... eee eee cece ness ) Dick BGimnes..cccesesi Decca 3 gery ee New York Monday (18) 
iz lat there was no need for alarm 
(Sammy Kaye... .ecces Victor ft : le nvwanivnt - : 
OWN GEN. PROF. MGR. $ rour wins, seven SEAS Lombardo). ......-..2. 0000 |Guy Lombardo.....++ ++. Decea +! pany ‘has been operating under ‘a 

Lou Levy, head of Leeds Music, YOU’RE BREAKING MY HEART (Algonquin) a rrerrer rte Tet Vic Damone...........Mercury i ie ae et since nt ae 

has decided to be hi -ofes nmy Kar Vict i = ad that Iimberg's “carefu 

. e his own profes- )} Sammy AYO... .ccve eos iclor A‘ Saar ” a - ‘a : 
sional manager. He’ll take over the CARELESS HANDS (9) (Melrose) ........+.s+e++ PTT TTT TTT LL Mel Torme veces Capitol oe ae ar deer ae 
Giles formerly handled ty Al ; }Guy Lombardo........ Decca dividual. Pcinting out that Drake 
Galli y qd as Fi EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) ........-+-s+eeeees seeee** ) Doris Day...........-Columbia ~%|spoke as an individual. th BMI 
allico, who recently resigned to ‘ . : “2 | 
start his own musi publi hing is) ) Bing Crosby.....+ee00-. Decca ¢/| topper said “he's free to speak his 
. sal . ) IT LIES (Morris ed eeeseeces coerce sreseccsecnees’ ) ifay Beaep Capitol mind.” 

fi HOW I F . . j 

on \ Kitty Kallen.......... Mercury t 
Levy took on this post in order KISS ME SWEET (Advanced) ..... cr eccoeveees seceee seovece ‘++ ) Sammy Kaye.....s.0.--. Victor W k l N D Founf 

0 test his theory of “pin-point s “- a 

. {Guy Lombardo........ Decca e y 0 oiln 
Plugging” which his firm has MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B) eeoetveses ecosoesss) Art Mooney.....csacee: M-G-M W bli g it M 
evolved and has been testing in | Vaughn Monroe .........Victor {| arpiin Qui S one 
selected situations. While details of RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (19) (Mills) ...ccccccees coeeeees iGuy Lombardo.......... Decca Pe | Seal July 19 
the plan haven’t been revealed, it’s | | Eddy Howard .....-Mercury [| Jimmy Wakely is parting with 
. lieved that “pin-point plugging” CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) .....-.-.+++++s eeee Feneeees | Johnny Mercer......... Capitol ; Monogram after five years and 24 
evolved around concentration on a : | Eddy Howard..,...... Mercury z oaters because he feels he’s not be- 
yn 'n one given area. In that way, ¢ ,. OVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) ....cesceeeeeeeeeeee** | Sammy Kaye...... .-.... Victor @ ing given enough singing to do. or 
song h be determined whether a [Tony MOPAR. ..iscvieees Victor J enough coin. He's been getting 
aS any potentialities before MME CA (Leeds) .......-++ee8 ec cccccccces °***) Dick Haumes........... Decea ¢ 25.000 per film. 

full-scale plugging starts. COMME CI COM) Stafford-MacRae Ca itol 3 Vi Ag ho A en. sine 

“ypead feature of the new plan NEED YOU (Choice) WeTTTTIT CT ot Ne MEGCELES wsccces pu z westerns,” Wakely complains. 
Me be quality rather than quantity ; _ J Bing Crosby. see seeee Decca “Who am I to stack up against John 
on th, thus concentration will be SO IN LOVE (9) (T. B. BUOPMAS) on cccccrsccccccvccccvcscees | Dinah ee a. eataaaiataias ; Wayne? My chief stocks in trade 

€ playing of a tune on shows indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) «are my voice and guitar. What 


featuring top bands or singers, or 


(Figures in parentheses 
OWs with large Hooperatings. eeeeee? 


| eoaeeret 


Pe = = RRA AAAA AA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL Lo 


|fans I have want to hear me sing.” 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) +*++++++ 


Compiled for LARTETY 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright, Variety. inc. All Rights Reserved) 
legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped end filed for future reference. 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


Curtis, cop. 1920. 


Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 1920. 

Tell Me, Little Gypsy. w., m., 
Irving Berlin. Irving Berlin, Inc., 
cop. 1920. 

That Naughty Waltz. w., Edwin | 
Stanley. m., Sol P. Levy. Belwin, | 
Inc., cop. 1919; cop. 1920 by Forster 
Music Publisher, Inc., Chicago. 

That Old Irish Mother of Mine. | 
w., William Jerome. m., Harry Von | 





Pub. Co., cop. 1920. 
Timbuctoo. w., m., Bert Kalmar 


Walter Michels. Van Alstyne & | 





Andrew B, Sterling and Ted Lewis. 
m., Bill Munro. Harry Von Tilzer 


So Long! oo-Long. w., m., Bert | Music Pub. Co., cop. 1920. 
Kalmar and Harry Ruby: Waterson, | 


Where Do They Go When They 
Row, Row, Row? w., Bert Kalmar 
and George Jessel. m., Harry Ruby. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1920. 

Whispering. w., Malvin Schon- 
berger. m., John Schonberger. San 
Francisco: Sherman, Clay & Co., 


cop. 1920. 
Who Ate Napoleons With Jo- 
sephine When Bonaparte Was 


lt is suggested that these installments be Tijzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music Away? (As You Were). w., Alfred 


Bryan. m., E. Ray Goetz. Jerome 
H. Remick & Co., cop. 1920. 
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A Young Man’s Fancy. w., John 
Murray Anderson and Jack Yellen 
m., Milton Ager. Leo Feist, Inc. 
cop. 1920. . 





The Detroit News operated a 
radiophone called WWJ, and in 
Pittsburgh the Westinghouse Co 
launched KDKA, which sent out 
the Harding-Cox election returns 
as one of its early feats. Thus wag 
radio born, with perhaps 5,000 
earnest amateurs trying to “pull 
nel something on their home-made 
sets. 


Prohibition—the 18th Amend. 
ment, ratified by 46 states, but not 


Whose Baby Are You? (The 
| Night Boat). w., Anne Caldwell. m., 
| Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co. 


iand Harry Ruby. Waterson, Berlin 
| & Snyder Co., cop. 1920. 
Tripoli—On the Shores of Trip- 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 
1919—Continued 


| by Connecticut or Rhode Island— 
| became effective with the Volstead 


’| Act, defining 


what constituted pro- 


The wartime prohibition law! Palesteena. w., m., Con Conrad Oli. w., Paul Cunningham and Al | cop. 1920. | hibited beverages, to put teeth i 
went into effect. It had been en-|and J. Russel Robinson. Shapiro, eae ie Irving poy M. Wit- ‘ pig 2 — t You eg J Me? w..! it. i ‘i edad 
acted the previous year to save! Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 1920. mark o SONS, COP. 20. Sam | zewis and Joe Young. M.,| “Lipewise the 19th Amendmen 
grain supplies for war purposes. Pretty Kitty Kelly. w., Harry La Veeda. w., Nat Vincent. m.,|M. K. Jerome. Waterson, Berlin & giving women the right to <a 

Ragtime music, via Negro in-| Pease. m., Ed. Nelson. A. J. Stasny John Alden. Maurice Richmond Snyder Co., coe. 1920. P became the law of the land. 
fluence, was changing to jazz. | Music Co., Inc., cop. 1920. Co... os 1920. rece i Wild Rose (Sally). w., Clifford | Prices by now were sky-high 


field had a vaudeville act entitled 
“Change Your Act or Back to the 
Woods.” Film actors of the year 
included Tully Marshall, Alma 
Rubens, Pauline Stark, Lillian and 
Dorothy Gish, Hope Hampton, 


Rose of Washington Square 
| (Ziegfeld Midnight Frolic). w., Bal- 
lard MacDonald. m., James F. 
| Hanley. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
| Inc., cop. 1920. 
| Sally (Sally). w., Clifford Grey. 


w., Ivan Reid. m., Peter DeRose. 
F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 
1920. 

When I’m Gone You'll Soon For- 
get. w., m., E. Austin Keith. F. B. 
Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1911 


Harms Co., cop. 1920. 
The Wooing of the Violin (Some 
Colonel). w., Robert B. Smith. m., 
‘Victor Herbert. T. B. Harms & 
Francis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1920. 
You Oughta See My Baby. w 





| 


| 
| 
| 


| turbances, 


living) was born. Sugar cost 19\%4e 
lb., butter 70c, eggs 68c, ham 55'4¢, 
flour 8c, and round steak 39%4c. 
Following the wave of strikes, 
and various other post-war dis- 
the U. S. developed a 























































































































































































































Elaine Hammerstein and Lila Lee.|™-, Jerome Kern. T. 8. Harms Co.,| by E. Austin Keith; assigned 1920; Roy Turk. m., Fred E. Ahlert.| gaat “pod coare” Ot 
“Creenwich Village Follies,” | COP. 1920. ; to F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Inc. | Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., | eee ae Phen thn 
“Irene,” and “Smilin’ Through”| Sam w.,m., Lindsay McPhail and, When My Baby Smiles at Me. w., cop. 1920. 1606. re-canerned a ee 
a —, Cowl were successful} : eM ee The world of sports was in an 
stage plays. | uproar when a Chicago grand jury 
ee 7 brought wr ee against eight 
ee ea, ee i Ts White Sox aggregation, on the 
idfeceaun pa ig mh —— gol = grounds that they had allegedly 
Zany, MacEmery, Van and Schenck. _ Pa al pag Social ag Pg Re 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., — WARIETY ee a, | | —~ | ee ees See oe see 
cop. 1920 RIETY | o | + 3 | eventually voted acquittal, baseball 

Alt Wien. Piano solo. m., Leo- Survey of retail disk best vi = = 13S ee janet ‘di wrote by eel 
pold Godowsky. G. Schirmer, Inc., a on reports ob- 2% uls 3 ss @ | S| « “Man 0° War” wae onal at 2 
cop. 1920. | egg A dain Paget Pema in b | = | s | 0 | . " | =| Ss fo Pe ~ mins., 14 1-5 sec. at Belmont Park, 

Avalon. w., m., Al Jolson and Ceres GAG Snowy CON a|2liale|mo}| | & iwia|o || T YN. Y., for a 134-mile stretch. The 
Vincent Rose. Jerome H. Remick & parative sales rating for this “a Pe zis |1d]| #2 | ® & | Fie lO 0 great horse in this year won stakes 
Co., cop. 1920. and last week. wielel|s & eimaies|/e;s|e| tT totaling $166,140. 

Bright Eyes. w., Harry B. Smith. | >i Slalel ja S 2 Oolalse| A Roger Hornsby began his six- 
m., Otto Motzan and M. K. Jerome. | ‘i 2 Shee Bie ie | FA miw i Tl & | be L year reign as National League 
Waterson, Berlin and Snyder Co., | . Week Endin Tis | 210 | te We Bae | ! i P | batting champion. 
cop. 1920. National g | — eia|y7/z 2 < | & <|/2 | P Ouija was a popular game. 

Broadway Rose. w., Eugene West. Rating *#); [is 7 | Zig 7 olie|g l Oo The U. S. population crossed the 
m., Martin Fried and Otis Spencer. | J uly 16 eieia siasif v»lelsioe I hundred million mark, standing at 
Fred Fisher, Inc., cop. 1920. = mle le2/S)e|/8)m@#)/e gi/ 4) $}S] n_ |! 105,710,000. 

Chili Bean. w., Lew Brown. m., | is Last " 4 sigi8icis| 8} = Ssigifzisif Sales of canned foods were grow- 
Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway Music wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Ziolaoalialan/l& | Hiol¥vlals|a S ing. 

Corp., cop. 1920. aie ae : = Occupations claiming more and 

Daddy, You've Been a Mother to VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) | more workers were: mining, iron 
Me. w., m., Fred Fisher. McCarthy 1 1 “Riders in the Sky” ore e ee > «©. 8 © 1 ‘4 2 2 a4 @2 79 and steel working, plumbing, texile 
& Fisher, Inc., cop. 1920. ; PERRY COMO (Victor) ~~ = = |making, chauffeuring (something 
oe Sue Ras soe. Set 2 2 “Some Enchanted Evening” ..... : 4 1 3 1 5 5 2 68 || Prand new since the automobile), 

a i se ¢ ” k - - - — s ve vat x ar oY . « in 
Victor Jacobi. T. B. Harms & Fran- GORDON JENKINS (Decca) a | Sreusing, sleoting, typing ak Sane 
cis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1920. 3 4 ~—— RAREERSS srssseess 13 2 5 3. 3 49 || chine-making. Sadly on the wane 

Feather Your Nest. w., m., James M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) | were farming and sailing. 

AX Kendis, James Brockman and | 4 3 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 7 q 1 2 1 43 | The “flapper,” wearing rolled 
4 ‘ a Leo Feist, tan Pp. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) stockings and galoshes (all buckles 
- a "Mewstha’e Melody of Love. w.. | 5 8 “Baby, It's Cold Outside” 7 2 9 4 4 7 4 40 Beton ages hes i oat 6 ie 
Alfred Bryan and Artie Mehlinger. BING CROSBY (Decca) _ name off, but definitely i. enn, 
m., George W. Meyer. Jerome H. 6 5 “Some Enchanted Evening”. ..... 9 1 2 § 6 32 In Wall St. a bomb, set off b 
e _ - —E —— a nx . , * , 4 
Remick & “om as - , FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) unknown persons, killed 30, while 
y 1920). w — it ewan onk ton 7 17 ~=“The Hucklebuck” ......... 8 6 7 1 22 in South Braintree, Mass., a pay- 
Black. Jerome H. Remick & Co., G. JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (D) master was robbed and killed, for 
cop. 1920 by Sherman, Clay & Co., 8A_10 “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”... 6 10 8 3 9 19 pees a —, hb te pata 
San Francisco; assigned to Jerome SAMMY KAYE (Victor) — penne oy 1927. Sy Wee 

H. Remick & Co. 8B 14 “Room Full of Roses” .. 4 6 4 19 A soht : 
+ MESES mateur night had a revival in 

I Lost the Best Pal That I Had. DICK HAYMES (Decca) < theatres, after having been dead 
w., m., Dick Thomas. Harry Von : : § 

Tiizer Music Pub. Co.. cop. 1920. 9 9 “Room Full of Roses”........... 5 9 1 18 since 1910. Vaudeville patrons now 

I Used to Love You But It’s All VIC DAMONE (Mercury) conis see Ben Besnie, Gines sos 
Over Now. w., Lew Brown. m., Al- 10A 17 “You're Breaking My Heart”.... 5 2 9 17 pan —— _ Benny, oe 
bert Von Tilzer. Broadway Music RUSS MORGAN (Decca) , Rich vane ine Price, a4 
Corp., cop. 1920. 10B 14 “Forever and Ever” 5 - « Richman and Singers’ Midgets. On 

? fith You In Apple Blos- » Sn nce SESE RE 8 10 17 the stage Marilyn Miller starred 

I’ll Be With You In App a —— : wie : : t ; 
som Time. w., Neville Fleeson. m., MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) in Ziegfield’s long-run musical _ 
Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway Music 1 5 A Wonderful Guy” _ ND, 10 5 6 10 8 16 ‘Sally 5 Frank Crumit appeared in 
Corp., cop. 1920. MEL TORME (Capitol) - Greenwich Village Follies”; Madge 

The Japanese Sandman. w., Ray- 120A 6 “Again” STeLicte te 4 3 15 Kennedy jhad the star role 7 
mond B. Egan. m., Richard A TOMMY DORSEY (Victop Cornered”; David Belasco’s “Gold 
Whiting. Jerome H. Remick & Co.. 12B 15. “Again” bind Diggers” again gave a star role to 
cop. 1920. : saga see ee 3 4 15 Ina Claire; “The Bat” launched its 

Jazz Babies’ Ball (Shubert Gaie- PEGGY LEE (Capitol) run of 878 performances; and 
ties ef 1919). w., Charles Bayha. m.. eR oer 6 2 14 “Little Old New York” and “Rollo’s 
Maceo Pinkard. Shapiro, Bernstein PERRY COMO (Victor) : Wild Oat” made money. 

& Co., Inc., cop. 1920. 14A “Bali Ha’i” =... - . 5 6 Charlie Chaplin and Jackie 

Left All Alone Again Blues (The MEY COMO Via ; 1] Coogan appeared in “The Kid"— 
Night Boat). w., Anne Caldwell. m., 14B 15 “rl D — Victor) * a film bringing in several millions 
Jerome Kern. T. *B. Harms Co., ; Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”... 8 3 11 in rentals. 
cop. 1920. BING CROSBY (Decea) — The U. S. complained of the 

Look for the Silver Lining (Good 15A 13 “Bali Ha’i” Ths ax tact ofaey 6 6 10 a pow gone depression since 1790. 
Mornin, Dearie; Afterwards In- q *RANKIFE YVANKOVIC. — : t lasted two yerrs. and was severe. 
troduced In: Sally).-w., Bud De ae YANKOVIC (Columbia) 1921 
ion w Maan ao +o 15B 14 Blue Skirt Waltz bus. sea 1 10 

iva. sig : n. af , r Ic MAW em os in’ » ” 
Harme Co., cop. 1920. s DORIS DAY (Columbia) Richard Yo Whiting. Jerome 't 

The Love Boat (Ziegfeld Follies |} 19C Again” wee eee 1 10 || Remick & Co., cop “921 
of 1920). w., Gene Buck. m., Victo: D. HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decca) The Answer. w., m., Robert 
Herbert. T. B. Harms & Francis. 16 14 “Maybe It’s Because” es Huntineton Terrv 'G. Schirmer, 
Day & Hunter, cop. 1920. ph IEFFRIES (CnC ° 9 ee - 

Man kane tem’ tae. w,. Olio HERB JEFFRIES (Columbia) Inc., cop. 1921. - 
Harbach. m., Louis A. Hirsch. Vic- | = ‘Four Winds and Seven Seas’. . 10 7 8 8 B a. Dessiva Boe dilvers. 
toria Pub. Corp., cop. 1920. TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) ‘ Sy hi a on ht Inc. (Harms, 

Mah Lindy Lou. w., m., Lil) 18A 7 “The Hucklebuck” __......... 8 7 7 inc} oa 1921 we , 
Strickland. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop AL MORGAN (Universal) Bandana Days (Shuffle Along). 
1920. 18B “Jealous Heart” 4 w., m., Noble Sissle and Eubie 

Margie. w., Benny Davis. m., Con nn : 7 Blake. M. Witmark & Sons, COP. 
Conrad and J. Russel Robinson. | | 1 2 : . ae a Sons, 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., | “Ry innetonka. 
on Ue | FIVE TOP. soutn pacitic | kiss me kare | supper cius |SoNcs without! MANHATTAN || ,, 5%, The Waters of Mini nw 

Mary (Mary). w., Otto Harbach. | FAVORITES WORDS TOWER ‘surance. Philadelphia. Theodore 
m., Louis A. Hirsch. Victoria Pub | ALB UM S Broadway Cast Broadway Cast Lieurance. Philadelphia: The 

, Sec. yo 1920. ; a Col bi ’ Perry Como Selected Gordon Jenkins Presser Co., cop. 1921. ddie 

My Home Town Is a One-Horse | onatvere Suan Victor Capitol Decca Clift’ m, Ivy St Hele "9 Feu 
Town—But Its’ Big Enough a Me. | Ine "cop. 1921 wy Francis Day & 
w., Alex Gerber. m, Abner Silver A +» COP. Ss, ) 

M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1920. | Disk Best Sellers by Companies g ky el 

eta tan taee ond Jor (Based on Points Earned) Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway 

~ ” BR ee ge No. Music Corp., cop. 1921. 

Young. m., M. K. Jerome. Water- | I No. of No. of , Henry 
a ste, abel Records Points I . Dear Old Southland. w., ?© 

08. Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. WOME os 6 oo uxscccces 7 “ sie | seamen wer es ee Creamer. m., Turner Layton. Jack 

s 4 , ie, dead th Oe oe COC Ce er eee Vills Inc. cop. 19 . 

Pale Moon. w., Jesse G. M. Glick. |J[ Decca ..-... ss .eeeeeseeeee ene, 7 100 | Mercury ..... aeouns ' Bone 

e m., Frederick Knight Logan. Chi-|{ Columbia ..................... 5 2 RRR Se tennuppepiaieaie: : "i eae Ogkidmor: 

1 ght Logan. Chi-|f “OPUMNDIA ....sseeeeeeesoe..... 5 § 99] Universal ....... covaneienkhn we w., m., Charles Bayha. * 

cago: Forster Music Pub. Co., cop. | | : 921 
1930 VLusic Co., cop. 1 , 2 
: (Continued on page 42) 
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soO__c that you can find yourway to me, For you theres such a 
o WE A sae now. 
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<A yearn-ing in my heart, Dar - ling, it will burn e-ter - nal- 
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as bright as an- y star a- 
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light your way to my love, TLL 









ly. The flame will grow in-to a fire — 


*) So eae 


bove__._—s so let the glow. of my de- sire 
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,« KEEP_ THE LOVE-LIGHT BURN-ING in 


heart fN 
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so. that youcan find your way to. me. I'LL me. 
Copyright 1949 by LAUREL MUSIC CORPORATION, |619 Broadway, New York 19, N, Y, 
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Recorded b y— 


BILL LAWRENCE —Victor DICK HAYMES—GORDON JENKINS PATTI PAGE — Mercury 


JERRY WAYNE — Columbia | Decca | 
ALAN DALE - Signature 
VERA LYNN__SAM BROWN RAY ANTHONY - Capitol g 


London BILL HARRINGTON — Vocalion DERRY FALLIGANT—- MGM 


— ALL MAJOR TRANSCRIPTIONS — 


LAUREL MUSIC CORPORATION 


TOMMY VALANDO — 1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y, a 
New York — Victor Petle-Gene Piller 


Hollywood — Artie Valando 
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Cavalcade 
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De Gospel Train. Negro spiritual , 
arr. for voice and piano by Henry 
Thacker Burleigh. G. Ricordi & 
Co., Inc., cop. 1921. 

Heav’n, Heav’n. Negro spiritual 
arr. by Henry Thacker Burleigh. 
G. Ricordi & Co., Inc., cop. 1921. 

I Ain’t Nobody’s Darling. w.., 
Elmer Hughes. m., Robert A. King. 
Skidmore Music Co., cop. 1921. 

I’m Just Wild About Harry 
(Shuffle Along). w., m., Noble Sissle 
and Eubie Blake. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1921. 

I’m Missin’ Mammy’s Kissin’— 
and I Know She’s Missin’ Mine. w., 


Sidney Clare. m., Lew Pollack 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1921. 


I Found a Rose In The Devil’s 


Garden. w., m., Fred Fisher and 
Willie Raskin. Fred Fisher, Inc., 
cop. 1921. 


I Wonder If You Still Care For 
Me? w., Harry B. Smith and 
Francis Wheeler. m., Ted Snyder. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1921. 

Ka-lu-a (Good Morning, Dearie). 
w., Anne Caldwell. m., Jerome 
Kern. T. B. Harms Co., cop. 1921. 

Kitten On The Keys. Piano solo. 
m., Zez Confrey. Jack Mills, Inc., 
cop. 1921. 

Learn To Smile (The O’Brien 
Girl). w., Otto Harbach. m., Louis 
A. Hirsch. Harms, Inc., cop. 1921. 

Leave Me With a Smile. w., m., 
Charles Koehler and Earl Burtnett. 


Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1921. 
Leetle Bateese. w., William 


Henry Drummond. m., Geoffrey 
O’Hara. Boston: Oliver Ditson Co., 
7 1921. 
ittle David, Play on Your Harp. 
Negro spiritual arr. for voice and 
by Henry Thacker Burleigh. 
x. Ricordi & Co., Inc., cop. 1921. 
Love Will Find a Way (Shuffle 


Along). w., m., Noble Sissle and 
Eubie Blake. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1921. 














FRANKIE LAINE 


HELD OVER 


ORIENTAL THEATRE 
CHICAGO 














A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


| Longpre ti 
land]. m., Lily Strickland. J. Fisher 


| Feist, 


' Bernstein & Co., cop. 1921. 


/m., Ira Schuster and Ed. G. Nelson. 

















BOURNE 
TO LIVE 
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DORE SES 
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Ma—He’s Making Eyes At Me 
(The Midnight Rounders). w., Sid- 
ney Clare. m., Con Conrad. Fred 


| Fisher, Inc., cop. 1921. 


Ma Li’l Batteau (In The Cycle | 
Bayou Songs). w., Michael ; de 
[pseud. of Lily Strick- | 


& Bro., cop. 1921. 
Make Believe. w., Benny Davis. 

m.. Jack Shilkret. Waterson, Berlin 

& Snyder Co., cop. 1921 by Benny 


Davis Musie Pub. Co.; assigned 
1921 to Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co. 


Mandy ’n’ Me. w., Bert Kalmar. 
m., Con Conrad and Otto Motzan. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., 
cop. 1921. 

My Mammy (Sinbad). w., Joe 
Young and Sam Lewis. m., Walter 
Donaldson. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 
1921. 

My Man [Mon Homme] (Ziegfeld 
Follies of 1921). French words, 
Albert Willemetz and Jacques 
Charles. English words, Channing 
Pollock. m., Maurice Yvain. Leo 
Inc., cop. 1920 by Francis 
Salabert, Paris; American version 
cop. 1921 by Leo Feist, Ince. 

My Sunny Tennessee (The Mid- 
night Rounders). w., m., Bert Kal- 
mar, Harry Ruby and Herman 
Ruby. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1921. 


Nichavo! w., Helene Jerome. m., 
Mana-Zucea, op. 66. Cincinnati: 


The John Church Co., cop. 1921. 


Peggy O’Neil. w., m., Harry! 
Pease, Ed. G. Nelson and Gilbert 
Dodge. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1921. 


It With Music (Music Box 
Ir- | 


Say 
Revue). w., m., Irving Berlin. 
ving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1921. 

Second Hand Rose (Ziegfeld 
Follies of 1921). w., Grant Clarke. | 
m., James F. Hanley. Shapiro, 


She’s Mine, All Mine! w., m., 
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby.| 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1921. 

The Sheik Of Araby (Make It 
Snappy). w., Harry B. Smith and 
Francis Wheeler. m., Ted Snyder. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1921, 

Shuffle Along (Shuffle Along). 
w., m., Noble Sissle and Eubie 
Blake. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1921. 

Some Day Ill Find You (Kiki). 
w., Schuyler Greene. m., Zoel 
Parenteau. Harms, Inc., cop. 1921. 

Song Of Love (Blossom Time), 
w., Dorothy Donnelly. m., Sig- 
mund Romberg. Leo Feist, Inc., | 
cop. 1921 by Karczag Pub. Co. 

Steal Away. Negro spiritual arr. | 
for voice and piano by Henry! 
Thacker Burleigh. G. Ricordi & 
Co., Inc., cop. 1921. 

Swanee River Moon. w., m., H 


Pitman Clarke. Leo Feist, Inc, 
cop. 1921. 
Sweet Lady (Tangerine). w., 


Howard Johnson. m., Frank Crumit 
and Dave Zoob. Leo-Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1921. | 

Ten Little Fingers And Ten 
Little Toes—Down In Tennessee. 
w., Harry Pease and Johnny White. 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1921. | 

There’s A Million Girlies Lone- 
some Tonight — and Still I’m All 
Alone. w., William Tracy, Alfred 
Jentes and Murray Roth. m.,, 
James F. Hanley. Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., cop. 1921. 

Tuck Me To Sleep In My Old 
’Tucky Home. w., Sam H. Lewis 
and Joe Young. m., George W. 
Meyer. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 
1921. 

Wabash Blues. w., Dave Ringle. 
m., Fred Meinken. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1921. 

The Wang, Wang Blues. w., m., 
Gus Mueller, “Buster” Johnson and 
Henry Busse. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 
1921. 

When Big Profundo Sang the 
Low “C.” w., Marion T. Bohannon. 
m., George Botsford. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1921. 

When Bhudda Smiles. w., Arthur 
Freed. m., Nacio Herb Brown. 
Harms Inc., cop. 1921. 

When Francis Dances With Me. 
w., Benny Ryan. m., Violinsky. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1921. 

When Shall We Meet Again. w., 
Raymond B. Egan. m., Richard A. 
Whiting. Jerome H. Remick & Co.. 
cop. 1921. 

When The Honeymoon 
Over. w., m., Fred Fisher. 


Was 
Fred 


Bud 
m., Jerome Kern. T. B. 


| Fisher, Ine., cop. 1921. 


Whip-poor-will (Sally). w., 
DeSylva. 


. | Harms Co., cop. 1921. 


Yoo-hoo. w., B. G. DeSylva. 











cases; tall trees; other extras; LIRR 
pals; JA 6-8869; $18,800. 





FOR SALE—Addisleigh Park, Long Island 


English type brick house, 7 rooms; 2 baths; cathedral living room; fire- 
place; game room; venetians; casement windows; garage; large book 


and New York City transit; princi- 











Richmond, Inc. 


‘rounds at Boyle’s Thirty Acres, 


|stretched a 


| Harding’s speech on this occasion 


styne, Chi composer and writer of | 


Melody by Al Jolson. Richmond- 
Robbins, Inc., cop. 1921 by Maurice 





Dempsey beat Carpentier in four 


N. J. It was the first million dollar 
gate in prizefight history, and the 
first major fight to be broadcast 
via radio, 





Warren Gamaliel Harding was) 
inaugurated president. 

Fifty-two billion cigarettes, $52,- | 
000,000 worth of cosmetics, and | 
217,000,000 pairs of silk stockings | 
were purchased in this year. 

Champ Clark ox Missouri, former | 
speaker of the House, died. | 

Outside the  three-mile limit | 
along the Atlantic seaboard | 
row of speedy boats 
with contraband liquor ready for 
smuggling. It came to be known as 
“Rum Row.” 

Plastic surgeons were advertis- 
ing heavily in trade journals about 
the wonders they could work on | 
actors’ faces. 

Due to the depression, the caba- | 
ret business was in a bad slump. | 

Will Rogers, after two and a half | 
years in pictures, went into vaude- 
ville. He wisecracked that he was 
the only film actor who so far ha 
come out of Hollywood with the 
same wife. Also in vaudeville at 
this time was Fred Allen. 

The U. S. declared formal peace 
with Germany and Austria. 

America’s Unknown Soldier was 
buried at Arlington, and President 


was broadcast. 
Women’s skirts became shorter. 
In Atlantic City, N. J., the first 
much-ballyhooed bathing beauty 
contest was staged, and with it the 
form-fitting one-piece bathing suit 
was adopted by feminine bathers. 
Freud and psychoanalysis Were 
topics of conversation. 
Rudolph Valentino became a 
strong box office draw, following 
the release of “Four Horsemen of 


‘the Apocalypse” and ‘The Sheik” | 


—both tremendously — successful | 
pictures from the money viewpoint. 
Plays of the year included “Anna 
Christie’ (Pauline Lord), “Bill of 
Divorcement” (Katharine Corneli), 
“Blossom Time,” “Duley” (Lynn 
Fontanne and Frank Bacon), “Kiki” 
(Lenore Ulric), “The Circle” (John 
Drew and Mrs. Leslie Carter), 
“The Green Goddess” (George 
Arliss and Winthrop Ames), and 
“The Perfect Fool” (‘Ed Wynn). 
Also achieving a notable stage 


On the 


Chicago 


Harry Kool and Mel Brandt Trio 
set for Mickey’s, northside bistro, 
Aug. 2... Mitch Miller, Mercury 
recording topper, in last week for 
sessions with Tiny Hill and “Two- 
Ton” Baker . . Egbert Van AIl- 


“In the Shade of the Old Apple | 
Tree” and other oldies, bedded at 
home with heart ailment... . Max 
Gordon Trio into Orchid Club,’ 


Springfield, Ill., July 22, for three | 


weeks. Bill Owens, pianist, 
into Bar of Music for indefinite 
period . Talbert Music Corp. 
shuttered Chi offices for the sum- 
mer Griff Williams set for 
Trianon ballroom, Aug. 9. . . 
Charlie Fisk winding up engage- 
ment at Lake Delavin, Wis. 
Bob Strong's orch opens at Troca- 
dero, Evansville, Ind., July 22, 
staying to Aug. 4 . . Ted Weems 
into Claridge hotel, Memphis, July 
29 to Aug. 11 Herbie Fields 
into Continental Club, Milwaukee, 
Aug. 22 for two weeks . . Sam 
Fox, Paramount Music midwest 
rep, holding down Chi office for 
Eddie Talbot, who's recuping at 
Michael Reese hosptial Art 
Kassel set for Trocadero, Hender- 
son, Ky., Aug. 5 to Labor Day. . . | 
Elliot Lawrence does two-weeker 
at Blge Moon, Wichita, Aug.5. . 
Johnny Long’s orch into Peabody 
hotel, Memphis, Aug. 15 for two 
weeks . Ray McKinley heading 
for one-weeker at Eastwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit, Aug. 5 . Freddie 
Nagel precedes Johnny Long at 
Peabody hotel, Memphis, opening 
July 29 . . Jimmy Featherstone 
taking time out from Delavan Gar- 
dens engagement, Delavan, Wis. 
to see new-born son here . Dick 
Parker, Miami Beach disk jock, in 
town for confabs with various ad 
agencies Hi Note, northside 
jazz spot, has switched to trio and 
piano for the summer, with Max 
Miller and Anita O’Day returning 
after Labor Day . 1111 Club. 
northside lounge, converts to Dix- 
ieland jazz spot with Doc Evans 
orch . . Fran Warren, Victor re- 
cording songstress, with manager 
Barbara Bell, in town making 
rounds of disk jockey programs 
Coral records reissuing old 


Bob Crosby Dixieland disks in| 


| share 


. | Rancho, 


/night Kiss.” 


| Records. 


success at this time was Julian 
Eltinge, the feminine impersona- 
tor. 





1922 


Aggravatin’ Papa. w., m., Roy 
Turk, J. Russel Robinson and Addy 
Britt. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1922. 

Ain’t It a Shame. w., m., W. A. 
Hann, Joseph Simms and Al W. 


| Brown. M. Witinark & Sons, cop. 


1922. 

All Over Nothing at All. w., J. 
Keirn Brennan and Paul Cunning- 
ham. m., James Rule. M. Witmark 
& Sons, cop. 1922. 

( Continued next week) 





Disk Jockey Review 








CLASH OF CROONERS 
With Ray Shelton 
60 Mins., Mon. thru Fri. (3:30 p.m.) 
Participating 
WLOU, Louisville 

Youthful Ray Shelton, one of 
the town’s more recent entries in 
the diskjockey field, is riding high 
each afternoon over WLOU. Sta- 
tion has been airing about a year, 
and Shelton is attracting a goodly 
of listeners to his “Croon- 
ers Clash.” 

Idea back of the sesh is to play 
only disks made by male singers. 


Listeners then by letter and post- | 
|eard send in their 
crooner polling the most votes by | 


requests, 


the end of the week is given the 
featured slot the following week, 
that is, last 15 minutes of the 
show exclusively. It’s as simple as 
that, no giveaways, tickets 
merchandise. Shelton reads the 
letters and cards, and has friendly 
comments to make. He’s not the 
brash type, just a wholesome, nice 
guy, and the teen-agers particu- 
larly go for his style. 

Shelton works on the percent- 
age-of about 4-1, that is to say 
four Crosby. requests rate one 
playing. He doesn’t overstress 
the contest angle, but gets the 
idea over neatly. At show caught, 
most of his requests came from 
suburban communities. 

Participating commercials are 
mostly small business, located in 
the city and outlying districts, and 
Shelton works ’em in neatly and 
Wied. 


Upbeat U 


“Swinging at the Sugar Bowl” al- 
bum . . Vic Damone hosted disk 
jocks Friday (15) to a screening of 
“Come to the Stable” (20th) and 
to listen to his latest Mercury re- 
lease, which features “Through 
Long and Sleepless Night,” song 
from the film. 


Hollywood 


Andre Previn doing musical 
score on Pete Smith’s football 
short at Metro, “Football Thrills” | 
. Connie Haines will do four 
frames at the Copacabana, open- 
ing Oct. 20... Johnny Clark cut | 
four sides for Bullet Records .. .| 
Liberace set for five weeks at Chi- | 
cago’s Palmer House and two at 
the Chicago theatre - .. Frankie 
Laine booked for two weeks at El 
Las Vegas, at $5,000 
weekly, opening Nov. 23. 

Max Steiner is writing the score 
for Warners’ “White Heat,” Jimmy | 
Cagney’s first pic since his return 
to WB... Lionel Barrymore is 
waxing “Ali Baba and the 40 
Thieves” album for MGM Records, 
with baekground music he com- 
posed . . . RCA-Victor is asking 
MGM Records for loan of Kathryn 
Grayson to duet with Mario Lanza 
tunes from Metro pic, “That Mid- | 


Fran Warren opening at El 
Rancho Vegas Aug. 3... Joe Glaser 
back to New York after meeting 
here with Milt Deutsch, local rep 
for Associated Booking... Lena 
Horne goes into Club Carnival, 
Minneapolis, Sept. 1-14... Vic 
Blau, veepee of Music Publishers | 
Holding Corp., treks to Europe in 
September, checking company | 
agencies and scouting for new 
tunes. He'll be gone from Coast | 
three months... Annette Warren | 
waxing two sides for Discovery 








Jimmy Zito will do the role of 
Al Hazard in Warners “Young 
Man With a Horn.” 
teacher of Bix Biederbecke... 
Lionel Hampton band and four-act | 
package took $2,262 Wednesday | 
(13) on one-nighter at Edgewater | 
Beach, 
herd slicing four sides for Capi- | 
tol.. Ike Carpenter drew nearly 
3,500 payees to Pasadena 
Auditorium in one night, setting 
summer record.. Ralph Wonders 
in Las Vegas making arrangements 





for Spike Jones’ opening at wed 


Flamingo on Aug. 4 


i | market 


and | 


or; 


Hazard was | 


Frisco...Woody Herman | 


Civic | 8 


Concentrate 
On 78, Stores 


Warn Diskers 


Disk manufacturers are being 

urged by many record retailers to 
concentrate on the needs of the 
18,000,000 owners of regulation 
78 rpm machines instead of bicker. 
ing about odd speeds. They hoid 
that the 800,000 machines now on 
with 3344 rpm, and the 
250,000 phonos with 45 rpm 
brought out by Victor in the past 
few months constitute only a minor 
part of the market. 
Viewpoint of many dealers is 
ithat both RCA Victor and Co. 
lumbia have done the record in- 
| dustry much harm by the terrifie 
| amount of publicity given the odd. 
speed attachments. They’ve con- 
| fused the public to the point where 
many buyers are shying away from 
record purchases because of ob- 
solesence fears. Many retailers 
think that an insufficient amount 
of stress has been placed on the 
|fact that 78 rpm _ records and 
machines will continue to be the 
|mainstay of the market. 








Cap’s 3-Way Speeds 
Hollywood, July 19. 

Capitol Records this week an- 
nounced that it would be the first 
disk manufacturer to make records 
in all three speeds. Capitol will 
produce its classical catalog on 
3314 rpm platters. First releases 
are set for September. 

Capitol will use the 3314 rpm 
speed for its Telefunken catalog, 
which is also waxed on 45 rpm. 

Firm plans no issue of pop mu- 
sic in the LP field but will continue 
to concentrate on 78 and 45 for this 
type music. 








——s 


MY ONE AND ONLY 
HIGHLAND FLING 


From M-G-M's 
“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY 
recorded by 
BUDDY CLARK—DINAH SHORE 
Columbia 
GORDON MacRAE—JO STAFFORD 
Copitol 
FRED ASTAIRE—GINGER ROGERS 
M.G-M 
FREDDY MARTIN 
RCA Victor 





HARRY WARREN MUSIC, INC. 











POPULARITY CONTINUES 
CARMEN LOMBARDO‘S 


SAILBOAT IN 
THE MOONLIGHT 


CRAWFORD 

















YOU’RE 
HEARTLESS 


TING-A-LING 
(Waltz of the Bells) 


THE DREAM OF 
OLWEN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 
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Look For the Silver Lining—+‘“Look For Silver Lining”. .T. B. Harms | 
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Band Reviews 


BUDDY WILLIAMS ORCH (12) | 
With Armen Camp, Dick Stanley, 
Kay Justice 
Click, Philly 
With successive engagements of 
a week at Atlantic City’s Steel Pier 
and the current 10-day run at the 
Click, Buddy Williams's orch is be- 
ginning to win attention. Williams’ 
osition in the local musical setup 
s unchallenged. A good pianist 
and a fine tenor-sax, he is also | 
arranger of considerable taste. 


Opening at Click was in marked 
contrast to Dizzy Gillespie’s behop 
outfit, which just preceded it. 
Dancefloor at the huge musical | 

ar, barren for two weeks due to 
the tricky Gillespie rhythms, bur- 
geoned with steppers. Williams 
combination plays listenable music, | 


'piano, adding up to sweet and ver- 


Forte of the group is Muir’s pi- 
anistics, backed by pair of strings, 
tenor sax, drums, string bass and 





satile combo. Muir styles the ar- 
rangements, and leans to the more 
musical show and pop tunes, with 
generous sprinkling of rhumba- 
samba tempos. Orch also takes | 
a featured turn in the twice-night- | 
ly shows. | 

Vocally, Muir has stately brunet, | 


| Crinkie, to handle tunes with pipes 


in the lower ranges. In all, crew 
fits nicely into the Drum Room, | 
the cozy type of dinner room. 


Quin, 


DANNY VAN ALLEN ORCH (4) 
The Willows, Orinda, Cal. 


} 
| 






PATMAR MUSIC COMPANY, INC. 


1619 Broadway 6119 Selma Avenue 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Singer-actor Dennis Day has scored an enviable career 
in show business with a superb voice, delightful comedy 
characterizations and a rare sense of timing. 


In selecting music for his publishing house, Patmar 
Music, Dennis Day makes use of all he has learned dur- 
ing his brilliant career as a singing star about what 
makes a popular song. 


BMI is proud of its affiliated publisher—Patmar Music 
—and is pleased with its growing catalog of popular 
and standard songs. 








LEADERS IN. THE PATMAR CATALOGUE 


Program directors and disc 


— but he has been through too many gunna” gone” cami eS jockeys, especially, are latching 
— proms and one-nighters to neglect compactness. Sparkled by Danny on to the heightened interest | 4 FEW MORE KISSES 1 ONLY WANT WHAT'S 
a solid dance beat. 'Van Allen, who is equally handy created by Dennis Day's current A COMIN’ TO ME 
Instrumentation is pair of trom-) with songs, chatter and trap play- personal appearance four. AVE MARIA 
bones, ditto trumpets, five reeds ing unit keeps the 150-seat room 7 JOSIE 
| paced by Williams on tenor and hopping with a well-paced gamut RCA-Victor has prepared an BABY IT'S GOT TO BE YOU 
Clarinet, piano, drums and bass.| of dance items, specialty tunes, elaborate program kit, includ- 
ana plays up vocals strongly with old reliables and pops. ing a recorded interview fea- BACK TO DONEGAL LIKE | ALWAYS SAY 
} Armen Camp, who has been doing| (Consisting of sax, trumpet, piano ture, which is available to disc LOOK UP 
| Single in clubs. Camp has tenor and drums, the combo prove that jockeys. Day's itinerary is: BEE ON A SPREE 






























Voice of good range and he sells 
Neatly. He doubles with Kay Jus- 
tice, the band’s canary, for items 
like “Baby, It’s Cold Outside,” and 
trombonist Joe Hoover steps in for 
trio effects. 

Recent addition is Dick Stanley, 
mimic, who fills in with trick voice 
effects in the lyric numbers, and 

0€s a routine of impersonations, | 
all musical, Gagh. 





With Crinkie 

Tum Room | 
President Hotel, K. C. | 
winee about a prophet being 
a out honor in his own backyard | 
0esn't hold for Wayne Muir. A | 


| 
| 
WAYNE MUIR ORCH (6) | 
| 
| 


there are hundreds of small off-| 
the-Main-Stem spots that could up 
their grosses by featuring suitable 
small combos that know their stuff. 
Van Allen’s quartet gives verve to 
spot that is paying off to excellent 
business, pulling trade 21 miles 
from Frisco. Ted. 


WINKLER QUITS B&H 
Harold Winkler has resigned as 
general manager of Boosey & 
Hawkes, British music firm. 
Successor will e named 
August. 





in | 








Tops of the Tops 


Philadelphia—Earle Theatre MARY IS HER NAME 


July 15 to 21 


Buffalo—Great Lakes Theatre 
July 23 to 24 


Columbus—RKO Palace 
July 25 to 27 


Cleveland—RKO Palace 
July 28 to Aug. 3 


Chicago—Chicago Theatre 
Aug. 5 to 11 


BOY WHO SANG FOR A KING 


OWA THE TARANTELLONA 
COCKLES AND MUSSELS 


TEA TIME ON THE THAMES 
DREAMER'S BAY 


HAPPY CONDUCTOR, THE WHAT'LL IT GETCHA 


| LOVE YOU MORE, MORE WHOOrE Ti VI YO 
EVERY DAY 
YA SHURE YOU BETCHA 
i'M THE MAN WITH THE 
DREAMS 








THINK IT OVER 





l wid 
erch for’ a'clase sot here ‘ight | _Refall Disk, Seller, BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


580 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


. the war, then played dates | 
hieeee the south, the coast and | 
ape areas. Recently he changed | 
; — to a society combo with | 
Rook fat keyboard, and now he is 
“ n town in the Drum Room, 
dent posncing spot of the Presi- 

nd pene. Band has held the 


or many more. 


or several weeks, and looks | 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening 
“Most Requested” Disk m 
“Some Enchanted Evening 
ler on Coin Machines | 

ugome Enchanted Evening 
Best British Seller 
“Wedding of Lilli Marlene 
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Fla. Labor Commission, AGVA Reach 


Accord on Performers Salary Bonds 


Miami Beach, July 19. 

Danger of Florida niteries being 
cited on American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ unfair list has been avert- 
ed with the Florida Industrial’s 
Commission’s okay of a plan in 
which the union may collect nitery 
salaries in advance. 

Agreement was reached last 
week in a conference in Talla- 
hassee between Mortimer S. Rosen- 
thal. associate counsel of the union, 
with Jonas T. Silverstone, and 
Wendell Heaton, director of the 
Florida State Industrial Commis- 
sion. It was agreed that if niteries 
paid salaries in advance, ability of 
the spot to pay off will have been 
established and thus the aims of 
the state would be satisfied. 

Originally, State’s regulations 
provided that niteries post a salary 
bond with the Industrial Commis- 
sion, but that section of the law 
was inoperative inasmuch as the of- 
ficials were content to have the 
clubs post a bond with the union 
in order to insure salaries. How- 
ever, events took a different turn 
when Danny Davis, operator of the 
Airliner, asked the Commission to 
enforce that section of the law. 
Union insisted upon its right to col- 
lect bonds otherwise acts couldn't 
play cafes in that state. 

Davis took that view when the 
union ordered him to pay $2,200 
to B. S. Pully on an old contract. 
Davis fired the comic and his part- 
ner, S. B. Gump, in 1946, when 
pact had several weeks to go. 
Union only recently processed the 
claim and ordered payment. Davis 
appealed to 
and got nowhere. Consequently, 
he asked the State Industrial Com- 
mission for aid. 


Commission wanted the Pully 


case disposed of before taking up | 
Rosenthal had 


the bond naatter. 
Pully and Davis agree 
mise and claim was 
$1.000. After the 
Rosenthal and Heaton 
arrangement on salary bonds. 


to a compro- 
reduced to 


Florida cafe operators are still 


the AGVA national | 


settlement, 
effected new 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1} to 30 @ $1.0u Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 

All 30 Files for £25.00 . 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET....... $25.00 @ 
@u for Emeees.. 












Send for FREE infe. on other material. 
Ne C.0.D's—Open Daily Incl. Sundays 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N.Y 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 
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SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Beautiful Ain Conditioned Cocktail Lounge 
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‘uncertain whether they'll be able 


to buy talent from agencies not 
licensed in the state. Amendment 
in the state’s employment agency 
law effective July 1, compels nitery 
owners to submit a financial state- 
ment showing ability of owners to 
pay salaries. Commission, if in 
doubt as to the financial stability 
of the cafe, can order a bond to be 
posted with the state. If a Florida 
agent books the show, Commission 
will take a statement filed by the 
agent stating terms of the contract 
and by whom the salaries shall be 


paid. Copy of pact is also to be| 
filed. 
Whether Florida nitery owners 


will want to reveal the corporate 
setup to the state, plus names of 
owners, remains to be seen. 

It’s felt that these clauses were 
incorporated into the law to make 
it easier for nitery owners to book 
through licensed agencies. only. 
Legal opinion holds that if law 
flatly forbade operators from buy- 
ing talent from agencies not reg- 
istered in the state, there’s the pos- 
sibility law could be declared un- 
constitutional. As written, there’s 
no such loophole, inasmuch as the 
state has the right to ascertain 
financial stability of employers. 

How the major N. Y. agencies 
will cope with the situation hasn't 
been figured out. It’s unlikely that 
N. Y. percenters will split commis- 
sions with Miami bookers. 


Coin From Boff Crowd 
Pays Off, Lifts Plaster 
On Wild West Rodeo 


Allentown, Pa., July 19. 


Customers saved the Wild West 
Rodeo, Inc., here Sunday (17). 
As the show was getting ready to 
go on, a corps of deputy sheriffs 
descended on it with attachments 
for unpaid bills, issued in behalf 
of four Allentown broadcasting 
companies, and seized the equip- 
ment. 

After levying on the show, the 
deputies stationed themselves at 
the various box offices and _ at- 
tached the receipts as tickets were 
purchased for the final show of the 





two-day stand at the Fair Grounds. | 
Luck was with the operators, how- | 
ever, as the crowd was good and | 
the receipts were far more than} 


the $1,800 owed the creditors. 

The debts were taken out of the 
receipts, the levies were lifted, the 
sHow went on, and the rodeo was 
free to leave the city. 

In paying the debts, taxes owed 
the city also were deducted. 





Bert Levey to London 

Hollywood, July 19. 
Bert Levey is on his way to Eng- 
land to have the first vacation he’s 
had in years. Veteran vaude boo 
er will join his wife, who is visiting 
relatives there. 
Levey will 
with the trip, but says its mostly 


‘for pleasure. 
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Crabbe’s Aqua Show 
Hits Boff 59G in Toledo 


Toledo, July 19. 
Buster Crabbe’s Aqua Parade 





‘at 
played to 30,000 admissions at a) 


racked up $59,000 gross in 12 per- 
formances between July 8 and 17 
Sports Arena _ here. Show 


$3 top. 
Layout was sponsored by Toledo 


Wednesday, July 20, 1949 
LTT 


Ohio Governor Launches Cleanup 
Drive vs. Nitery Gambling Casinos 


Columbus, O., July 19, 


The state’s plush nightclub gam- 
bling casinos were threatened by 








rene Hilda Planes To 


Aquarama Festival Committee as| 'Gov. Frank J. Lausche last week 


part of the city-wide — 


program. 


N.Y. Cafes Drop 


Chorus Lines 


Chorus line employment is at 
a new low in N. Y. cafes. Number 
of major spots using lines has 
dwindled to the Copacabana, Rivi- 
era, Latin Quarter and Diamond 
Horseshoe. Leon & Eddie’s chorus 
dropped its girl line last week. 
Havana-Madrid has also dispensed 
with production displays. Minsky’s, 





with one of the largest lines in 
town, closes for the summer to- 
night (Wed.). In all cases, the 


lines will return in the fall. 

Out of town cafes are similarly 
cutting overhead via chorus elimi- 
nation. For example, the Piping 


Rock, Saratoga, will play the sea- | 
son sans chorines for the first time | 


in many years. 

Chorus employment has been 
dwindling for some years for sev- 
eral reasons. Most important fac- 


tor is the fewer big cafes, due to} 


economic conditions. To an equal- 
ly great extent, chorus unemploy- 


;ment has increased, especially in 
| New York, since city officials have 


been enforcing the anti-mixing 
regulations. With none of the 
femmes out on the floor to pro- 
mote extra business, many small 
spots dispensed with lines. How- 
ever, the major places such as the 
Copa, Horseshoe and Latin Quar- 
ter, forbid chorines to mingle be- 
tween shows. 

Another contributing factor to 
unemployment is the increasing 
costs of costumes, arrangements 
and dance directors. Bonifaces es- 
timate that even with present mini- 
mums, each girl costs about $100 
weekly. Many spots cannot stand 
such outlay. 


BENNY GOODMAN UNIT 


CLICKS AT PALLADIUM 


London, July 19. 
A capacity Palladium house gave 


‘the Benny Goodman package an 


enthusiastic welcome Monday (18) 
with Herkie Styles’ registering 
especially well. Goodman is play- 
ing this stand sans his band inas- 
much as the British Musicians’ 


|Union forbids the importation of 


\sidemer. Maestro’s unit is being 
used as an act which makes it okay 
|with the union. 

| Other U. S. performers scored. 
‘Frank Marlowe duplicated his pre- 
vious success of last year and the 


ke Deep River Boys also made a strong 


impact. 





combine business | Flies Unwelcome At 


Chi’s Edgewater Beach 


Chicago, July 19. 


Beachwalk suffered a setback in 
biz last week, despite balmy 
weather. Outdoor spot was invaded 
by May flies from the lake, pre- 
venting completion of the first 
floorshow Monday (11) and caus- 
ing a halt also of next night’s 
show. Bugs were so thick they 
practically blotted out the spot- 
light beam and also covered the 
floor, making it too hazardous for 
gals in the Dorothy Hild produc- 
tion numbers to strut their stuff. 

Beverages were served with 
covers and food orders were not 
taken. Spot was forced to shut 
down at around 10 p.m. and show 
Tuesday (12) consisted of songs 
by the Yost Ambassadors, who had 
a swatting time of it. 

Mayflies invade the lake front 
area around every three years, 
after a two or three-year under- 
water existence, according to Chi’s 
health department. 


BARTO ELECTED TO 4A’S 

Dewey Barto, national admin- 
istrative secretary of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, was 
elected third vice-president of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, early this week. 

There had been a vacancy in this 





| 
| 


post since the 4A’'s discharged Matt 
Shelvey, former national adminis- 
trator, Over a year ago. 


Edgewater Beach hotel’s swank Derry. 





(11) with an attack wherein he 
plans to use “every power the State 
possesses” to stamp them out. Spe- 
cifically singled out were the Petti- 
bone Club in Geauga County. the 
'Jungle Inn’ in Trumbull County 
the Benore Club in Lueas County. 
and the Continental Club in Law. 
rence County. The Mounds Club 
in Lake County was raided Satur. 
day (16) by state liquor agents and 
four persons were arrested, preced- 
ing the Governor’s blast. 

He said he would fight to “drive 
out of existence” all night spots not 
abiding by the law. If the clubs 
could not be eliminated by other 
means, they would be checked for 
violations of the workmen's com- 
pensation law, fire safety code, and 
health laws, the governor said. He 
also threatened to have the Ohio 
|Public Utilities Commission stop 
|services such as telephone lines to 
the clubs. The Ohio Hichway 
|Patrol would check -the driver's 
licenses of automobiles parked at 
the spots under investigation, prob- 
ably to discourage patronage. 

None of the clubs has state liquor 
licenses. 


Resume European Dates 


Irene Hilda, who just closed a 
| five-week singing stint at the Top 
| Hat, Montreal, planes to Europe to- 
| day (Wed.) to open next Wednes- 
day (27) at the Casino in the Bel- 
|gian seaside resort, Knokke. Also 
appearing with her will be the 
Delta Rhythm Boys and a band led 
by the diseuse’s brother, Bernard, 
who’s there for the season. 

With the windup of her Knokke | 
date, Miss Hilda is set for a three- 
month stand at the Alhambra, 
Brussels. She’ll appear at the spot 
in a French revue with Fernandel, 
one of France’s top comics. Same 
revue previously was presented at 
the Theatre Etoile, Paris. In De- 
cember the singer expects to work 
with Fernandel in an indie French 
film. 


‘Grand OF Opry’ Unit 

| Mops Up on Coast 
| One-Night Promotions _ 
| eon” parnaterming | AGVA Reo Blasts IA In 


“Grand Ol’ Opry” barnstorming 
troupe mopped up on Coast one-| °ry 
niters last week. Outfit made a} L.A. Kiddie Show Beef 
sweep by air between its July 9) ee : 
and last Sat. (16) broadcasts from| adie ay ae go 
Nashville. One-niters, which’ Guild of Variety Artists office 
grossed $7,000 in Denver municipal here, has now taken on the Interna- 
auditorium (10); $6,200 in Portland, | tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Ore. (11); $8,200 in oo Calif.’ Employees in these parts for re- 
(12); $9,000 in Long Beach; oo fusing to pull a projectionist in 
jhere at Shrine auditorium last | an AGVA beef with a film theatre, 

urs. . 


| House was the Fox West Coast 
| Two performances were put on Carlton, which used an amateur 
at Long Beach and two at Shrine 


kiddie show. 
here, with Marty Landau, vet local| Rio was burned because, he said, 
one-nite band promoter, in on deal 


he had helped the IATSE put 
with Davis. Latter stipulated that 


pressure on the Florentine Gar- 
Landau had to spend $3,500 in pub- | dens recently when they started to 
licity. Out of the two grosses Lan- open ‘‘Grandfather’s Follies” with- 
dau got that coin back. Davis then out a stagehand. Rio refused te 
nocketed next $6,000. Thereafter okay the stage show until the IA 
the two split all the intake, after, man was added to the payroll. 
| incidental expenses. Profit was “Wait until they ask AGVA for 
‘large, Shrine was rented on four-| another favor,”, Rio said. “And 
wall basis for $700. see what we do.” He declared that 
The 20-person “Opry” troupe was Carl Cooper. IA veepee, explained 
| headed by Red Foley, Ernie Tubbs, | the IA couldn’t get into contro- 
Minnie Pearl, Rod Brassfield, Lon-| Versy with FWC circuit because of 
zo & Osear. Enroute back to Nash- & firm contract. 
ville base for outfit’s NBC broad- | ss - 
casting, unit played a Friday one- YOU MUST VISIT 


poe eee ‘| RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargaix: In 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, ‘:avel 


and Sports Goods:—Call at %6a, 
VICTORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 




















Stunter’s Close Shave 
Manchester, N. H., July 19. 
More than 5,000 spectators saw 
‘Hartley Moore, 24, of Miami, nar- 
rowly escape death when his motor- 
cycle missed one of the ramps as | 
he crashed through a wall of flames 
in a feature act of Ward Beam’s 
|Auto Daredevils’ show at the 
a oe here, July 8. 














== EXCELLENT SPACE>==——4 
suitable for 
REHEARSAL HALL 
PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL 


57th St., near 8th Ave. area, N. Y. C. 
Exceptional eeiling height. Fireproof 
building. Units of 500 to 3,100 sq. ft. 
EL. 5-0606, 


The stunt rider crashed to the 
pavement unconscious and was re- | 
moved in an ambulance to Alex- | 
ander-Eastman hospital in East | 








———————— 








CAROLYN MARSH 


“DISTINCTIVE SINGER OF SONGS” 





kk 
Just Concluded ‘“‘CLUB CHARLES,” Baltimore 
k ok 


“CAROLYN MARSH, too long absent from Broadway, 
is clicking at "Club Charles,’ Baltimore." 


WALTER WINCHELL. 
xk *& 


Direction—DICK HENRY—WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


KIM YEN SOO 


and Co. 
“ORIENTAL FANTASY” 


Just Concluded PALACE, New York 
Thanks to DAN FRIENDLY 


“Over at the Palace Theatre, the amazing magic of Kim Y 
highlights the new vaudeville bill.’ New York 


Direction: PHIL BUSH... .. 
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Summer Slump Murdering N.Y. Caf es, 


Carnival Folds, Others May Shutter 


The summer slump in N. 
bistros has many operators in a 
dither, wondering whether it’s 
worthwhile continuing for the hot 


months. 
N. Y., is the first midsummer 
casualty. Spot closes tonight 
(Wed.), to reopen in the fall. 

Several others are going along 
on 2 week-to-week basis. There’s 
a possibility the Diamond Horse- 
shoe may close for summer 
first time in its 10-yr. history. It 
posted a notice to shutter this 
month, but later rescinded it. How- 
ever, unless there’s a biz picktp, it’s 
still likely to fold later. It would 
reopen in late September with a 
minstrel show format. 

Blue Angel is similarly operating 
from week-to-week. Should it dive 
from current levels, operators 
Herbert Jacoby and Max Gordon | 
will shutter until after Labor Day. 

Some respite from summer 
doldrums has been evident by cur- 
rent Lions-Clubs convention. Con- 
ventioneers have been circulating 
in cafes, but once that’s over, biz is 
figured to hit downgrade again. 

Minsky plans to reopen Carnival | 
around Labor Day and then shove 
off to Florida to reopen the 
Colonial Inn, Hallendale, whic 
will have same format as N, Y. 
spot. 


N. Y. Carnival Show 
Going Out as Unit 


The Carnival, N. Y., show, which 
closes tonight (Wed.), will be sent 
out as a cafe unit. It opens at 
the Beverly Hills Country Club 
Newport, Ky., Sept. 2. 

Roster includes Corinne 
Tito Valdez, Maxie Furman, Mur- 
ray Briscoe, Ralph Young, Ruth 
Brown and a 12-girl line. 


| ~~ 


CARDINE 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 
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Harold Minsky’s Carnival, | 


for the | 


and | 
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Seek Non-Commie Oath 

_ NUT “re 

For AGVA Officers, Board 
A movement has been started by 

N. Y. membership of American 

Guild of Variety Artists to adopt 

a constitutional amendment re- 

quiring officers and board mem- 

bers to take non-Communist oath 

to be eligible for office. 


Movenient was started at the 
montiiy membership meeting of 
the N. Y. branch when Jimmy 


Lyons, eastern regional head, intro- 
duced the legislation at the behest 
of board member Jimmy Holly- 
wood, who was on tour at the time. 


Resolution was adopted at the 
meeting and will be put up for 
referendum vote of the entire 


AGVA membership. 


Rochester Unit's 
Tour of Arenas 


Eddie “Rochester” Anderson will 
attempt the arena and ballpark cir- 
cuit with a series of bookings start- ! 
ing July 26 at the Denver audi- 
ee starting July 26. Unit is 





getting $2,500 nightly guarantee 
against percentages. Route, so far, 
includes 15 dates throught the 
south, midwest and west with east- 
ern dates still to be set. At con- 
clusion of the stand in Louisville 
(Ky.), ballpark, dates will be lined 


»>/up for Ohio and Pennsylvania for 


this all-Negro show. 

Unit will include the Jubilaires, 
Mabel Scott, Edwards Sisters, Joe 
Lutcher orch and a_ performer 
| billed as the Scat Man. 


Show is owned by Rochester En- 
terprises, Inc., with which agent 
Ed Fishman is associated. Book- 
ings are being handled by Fishman 
and Jack Archer of the Federal 
Artists Corp., Hollywood. 





_ Kallen’s Buffalo Stint 


Kitty Kallen, who holds for a | 
third week at the Versailles, N. Y. | 
bows out of the spot because of a) 
commitment for the Buffalo thea- 
tre, July 28. 
| She'll be succeeded at the Ver-| 
sailles by Susan Wayne, a Viennese | 
_import, making her cafe bow in the | 
‘see 














BOBBY 


“You 
talen 
new 
Thea 
erly 





With 


at Lo 

















“TAP-ROBATICS” 


sented.” 


—NEW YORK POST HOME NEWS. 


Just Closed a Most Successful 


PALACE, New York 
HIPPODROME, Baltimore 


CHARLES FREEMAN, and thanks to SID- 
NEY PIERMONT for That Wonderful Week 


BRANDT 


thful Bobby Brandt is the very 
ted acrobatic dancing-star of the 
vaudeville bill at the Palace 
tre. His tricky routines are clev- 
conceived and effectively pre- 


Week at the 


Week, July 21st 


Start 7-Week Tour of 
INTERSTATE CIRCUIT 
August 18th 


appreciation to DAN FRIENDLY- 


ew's, Washington. 


Management: 


JACK KALCHEIM 
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| town anxious to get live 


| the 





Y HITS THE ROAD 





LOEW'S NAMES 
Vo. AN 


With interest in vaudeville reach- 


ing its highest sustained level 
since 1935, a new pattern of com- 
petition is being made evident 
Chief protagonists in the rivalry 
are the RKO and Loew circuits. 
RKO is headlining the Palace, 


while the Loew chain is relying on 
name draws. 

Each chain now 
the road and each is doing ex- 
tremely well. For the time being 
RKO and Loew are not clashing 
with each other by playing the 
same town simultaneously. Each 
unit is being routed so that there 
will be no conflict within the same 
city, although Cleveland, Rochester 
and Syracuse, among others, are 
some of the towns that have both 
RKO and Loew houses with each 
talent. 

Closest clash came In Cleveland, 
Where the Loew unit headed by 
Ink Spots, and Jack Leonard 
started at the State one day after 
the Palace unit with Pat Rooney, 
Watson Sisters and six more acts, 
wound up a one-week date. Each 
show did extremely well with the 
Palace show getting $30,000 while 
the Loew package hit around the 
same amount. 

The success of the “Palace poli- 
cy” was continued at the Albee, 
Cincinnati, where the unit hit 
$33,000. Prior week with a double 
bill topped by the Bob Hope film, 
“Sorrowful Jones” in its second 
week did $13,000, which is consid- 
ered very good for the house. The 
Loew unit is also heading for a top 
gross in Rochester, its current 
stand. 

Other vaude units are similarly 
heading for smash business. There 
are very few name packages on 
the road inasmuch’ as theatre op- 
erators didn’t anticipate the unex- 
pected draw of stageshows during 
this summer. Dennis Day has done 
very well in his dates in Boston, 
Washington and Philadelphia. 
Frankie Cafle Orch and Mills Bros. 
package last week wowed Minne- 
apolis with a $40,000 gross. On 

revious week that house grossed 
$13,000. 

There 


has one unit on 


is still some likelihood 


(Continued on page 47) 


Palace Vaude 


Opens in Chi To 
Plenty F anfare 


Chicago, July 19. 
The Palace, once the showcase 





of vaudeville west of Broadway, | 


brought back live talent last week 
with payoff results that augurs well 
for subsequent bills. While the 
next bill is not until Sept. 1, in- 
terest and boxoffice receipts por- 
tend a regular weekly schedule 
within the next six months, accord- 
ing to Dan Friendly, RKO talent 
booker. 

Press and radio went all out on 
nostalgic campaign culminating in 
civie event with Mayor Martin Ken- 
nelly officially welcoming the re- 
turn of vaude to the city. Besides 
the critics’ reviews, all papers gave 
full photo coverage to the event. 
In addition radio and associated 
plugs were abundant. 

Amazing preponderance of cus- 
tomers queried by Variety, which 
included mostly those in the mid- 
dleage brackets, brought forth that 
it was the first time in decade they 
had attended stageshow in Loop. 
House dropped vaude in Oct., 1939. 

Peculiarly enough, the Oriental, 
Essaness presentation house, tried 
eight acts of vaude immediately 
following its return of it to the 
Palace in New York, with the box- 
office taking the worst shellacking 
in months. However, the Oriental 
was a quick booking without the 
attendant terrific promotion a 4 
publicity campaign the Palace re-| 
vival got, 


TER 


‘that RKO may play some name, 





British Import Curbs Touch On 
Fancy Salaries (In $) Paid U.S. Acts 





+ 


Cuban Dance Team Found 
Dead in N. Y. Apartment 


A Cuban dance team was found 
dead in their N. Y. apartment Sat- 
urday (16) under suspicious cir- 
cumstances. Pablo Duarte and his 
wife, Georgianna, were found fa- 
tally stabbed in their gas-filled 
apartment by Pablo Hernandez, 
brother of Mrs. Duarte. Pair had 
played minor niteries under team 
name of Ricardo and Georgianna. 

Police said deaths were caused 
by murder and suicide. An eight- 
inch knife was found in the apart- 
ment. 

Tragedy was discovered when 
Hernandez called to help them pre- 
pare for a trip to Cuba. Smelling 
gas he notified the apartment 
house superintendent and the po- 
lice. 


Omaha Hot For 
Icers; Duo Set 


Omaha, July 19. 

Omaha has been converted to a 
major ice-show stop. Shipstad & 
Johnson’s “Ice Follies” has been 
signed as a replacement for the 
Arena Managers Assn’s 
show, “‘Ice Cycles,” which will hit 
the Coliseum Oct. 31. AMA’s “Ice- 
Capades” goes into that house 
April 10, next year. 

Switch was made for several rea- 
sons. Last year, both “Cycles” and 
“Capades” grossed in excess 
of $100,000 during engagements in 
this town. Another reason is the 
fact that because of “Cycles” cur- 
rent London engagement, show 
had to be rerouted so that layout 
will be in Vancouver in October. 

A third major arena show is also 
being negotiated for Omaha. 
There’s the possibility that ‘Skat- 
ing Vanities” will play the Omaha 
Auditorium. ‘Vanities’ for many 
years made Omaha, but last sea- 
son had to forego this date because 
intinerary would have forced it to 
play almost immediately after one 
of the blades-displays. 

The Coliseum is leased by Ar- 
thur M. Wirtz from the Shrine or- 
ganization, Ak-Sar-Ben, which 
takes over the house around May | 
for the summer and leases it to 
Wirtz during the hockey and ace- | 





| shows season. 


smaller | 


July 19. 
down on 
nserve U. S. 


London, 
Britain's 
imports, 


plans to cut 
in order to ¢ 


dollars, may hit the einployment of 


vaude British 
An debate 
cropped up in the House of Com- 
mons Monday (18) when Glenvil 
Hall, Financial Secretary of the 
Treasury, hit the loss of dollar re- 
serves through talent imports. Hall 
stated that in the year ending 
Mareh 31, remittances by U. S. 
artists totalled $1,880,000. MP also 
questioned the payment of $8,000 
to American acts for a one-night 
stand. (Myron Cohen and Gene 
Marvey recently played a _ one- 
nighter at the Olympia arena, Lon- 
don, at that figure.) 

It was suggested that 
financial restrictions applying to 
films be extended to theatrical 
showings. Film agreement now in 
effect provides that American film 


American acts in 


theatres. unexpected 


the same 


| studios can take out $17,009,000 an- 
nually 


plus an amount equal to 
earnings of British films playing in 
the U. S. Surplus can be invested 
in British production. If such a 
plan goes into effect, it’s likely that 
a figure of earnings of American 
artists in Britain would have to be 
arrived at. It’s also likely that 
earnings of British stars in this 
country would be added onto the 
basic sum. 

Some MP’s suggested that action 
against American talent would be 
tantamount to censorship and dis- 
crimination and might lead other 
countries to set up similar barriers 
against British artists. 

British theatre operators are 
known to be against any plan that 
would restrict importation of acts 
from the U.S. Vaude house grosses 
have zoomed considerably since 
American headliners are permitted. 











PATRICL JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


CURRENTLY 
LATIN QUARTER, New York 
OLSEN & JOHNSON BUICK TEL. 
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46 


VARIETY 


a Ae 





Wednesday, July 20, 1949 











WEEK OF JULY 20 





whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: 
(P) Paramount; (RB) RKO; (8) Stoll; 


(1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 
(W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 21 
Hal McIntyre Ore 
Hal LeRoy 
Bert Wheeler 
Sid Slate 
Thelma Carpenter 
Bob Dupont 
Music Hall (i) 21 
Steve Evans 
Wyn Mayo 
Edna Rennelin } 
Stuart & Lee 
Rockettes } 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 
Palace 21 
Haddocks 
Burn’s Birds 
T’k-a-D’k Hoffman 
Myers & Walker 
Viola Layne 
Joe Termini 
Herzogs 
ai to Alb 
Paramount (P) 20 
Jimmy Dorsey Bd 
Peggy Lee 
D Barbour Quintet 
Georgie Kaye 


(R) 


| Berk & 
| The 


| Clark 


Al Norman 

Lolo & Lolita 
Palace (R) 20 

Hallow 

Chords 

F & K Watson 

Hammond’s Birds 

Mack, Russ & 
Owen 

Wally Brown 


| Dolinoff & Raya 


Sisters 


| Pat Rooney Sr 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Palace (R) 25-27 

Dennis Day 

Acromaniacs 

Bros 

Bill Norvas & 
Upstarts 

Gale Robbins 

MIAMI 

Olympia (P) 20 


| Phillips & Evelyn 


George Prentice 
Johnny Coy 
Yvette 


| Jackie Gleason 


CAMDEN 


Towers (R) 22-24 














Every Week 


Paramount 
Bullding 


NOW BOOKING 


tions compleie, to 





VAUDEVILLE ::, 
AT. FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


Starting 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 
DOC HOWE 


MARCO AIR-TOURING stage produc- 


Is 
CK! 


Thurs., Aug. 18 


New 
York 


FANCHON AND 


leading theatres 














everywhere throughout the world. 
Tip, Tap & Toe Bud & Cece 
Roxy (1) 20 | Robinson 


Bob Crosby 
Sid Stone 
Virginia Maxey 
Billy Raves 
Johnny Mack | 
CHICAGO | 


Chicago (P) 21 
Andrews Sis 
Gary Morton 
Los Gattos 

Oriental (1) 21 
Lassie } 
Penny Singleton 
Stan Jones 
Buck & Bubbles 
Carl Sand’s Ore 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (R) 21 
Lott & Joe Anders 
Bobby Brandt 
P Hill & L Delman 
Aunt Jemima 
Senator Murphy 


| Dick & Dinah 
| Verna Leeds 
| Marshall Bros. 


Dior Dncrs & Joy 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (R) 21 


| Billy & Joyce 


Reedy 


| DeLeon & Ryder 
| Guy Raymond 
13 


Marino Sis 
CLEVELAND 
Loews (LL) 20 


| Larry Parks 
| Betty Garrett 
Jack Gilford 


Paula Bane 

Kanazawa 3 
SYRACUSE 
State (L) 20 

Mage & Kair 

| Stagg McMann 3 

Ada Lynne 

Jack E Leonard 


Yvonne, Clavel & F | Ink Spots 


Ross & LaPierre 
3 Edwards Bros 


| 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 21 


, Benny Goodman Co | 
| Frank Marlowe 


| Len 


Deep River Boys 
Ladd Lyon 
2 Kemmys 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Young & 
7 Volants 
Doe Marcus Ore 
MANCHESTER 


Palace (M) 18 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Tessie O’Shea 
3 Hotleys 
Alan Clive 


| Arthur Dowler 


Cooper 2 
Hamilton & Vassi 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 18 
Prof J Edwards 


| Freddie Frinton 
Joyce Golding 


St Clair & Day 
Renee Piat & N 
Toros & Reach 
Finlay Bros 
Heather Furnell 


| Wacky 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 18 
I & S Davis 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Morris & Cowley 
Konyots 
Herschel Heniere 
Ronnie Ronalde 
Dave Jackley 
Dennis Astell 
PORTSMOUTH 
Thea Royal (M) 18 
Issy Bonn 
Boyd 
Darly Co 
Merreaux & Lilliane 
Noberti 


Micky Ressel 
| Hamiltons 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 18 
| Peter Lorre 
Edric Connor 
| Muldoon 4 
| 3 Leroys 
Godfrey & Kerby 
| Bemand’s Pigeons 
2 Eddies 
Keols 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Biue Angel 
Roger Price 


Josephine Premice 


| 


Calvin 
Tom Scott Ore 


Stan Freeman 
Irene Williams 
Chittison 3 

Bop City 
Dizzy Gillespie Ore 
Dinah Washington 
Ravens 
Billy Taylor 

Carve Society 
Josh White 
Ruth Brown 
Jackson 


China Doll 
Kanazawa Troupe 
Jadine & Jackie 

Mei Ling 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 
Ahn 


Florence 
Wong Sisters 


Copacabana 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Tony Canzoneri 
Beatrice Kraft 
Mindy Carson 
Ramona Lange 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 


| Alvares Ore VA 
Diamond Horseshoe | ——e Nazzaro 


| Billy 
| Chora! 





Jay Marshall 
Pearl Bailey 
W C Handy 
Jack Gansert 
Banks 
Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Lin 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Damtiron & 
Chapuseaux 


| Tina Ramirez 


Los Guaracheros 

Vizcaino Ore 
Havana-Madrid 

Bob & Larry Leslie 


| Raquel & Roiando 


State (R) 21-23 | Crystina Marlin 
The Stonehams | Smoothies 
Ginny Lowry | Nip Nelson 

BRITAIN 
ASTON + Arthur Taylor 

Hippodrome (1) 18 | 12 B Platt Starlets 
Lee Brooklyn EAST HAM. 
Mike Howe Granada (i) 18 
Frank Formby Rex & Bessie 
4 O’Keefe Sis Al Max & Annette | 
Norman & Vonnie | Frank Marx & Iris 

Munroe Deveen 
Peggy Stone | EDINBURGH 

BIRMINGHAM Empire (M) 18 
Hippodrome (M) 18 Jack Anthony 
Harpo Marx Robert Wilson 
Terri Carol M & H Nesbitt 
Peter Sinclair Jack Billings & D 
Charlie Clapham Mackenzie Reid & D 


Gold & Cordell 





|F & L Preston 














Bobby & Ginger 
WITH 
Jerry Lewis & Dean Martin 
BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 
Weeks July 22 and 29 


Placed by 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


RKO Bldg., Suite 902—JUdson 6-3315 











-~ 





4 Kenways 
Jack Stanford 
Rob Murray 
Ravic & Renee 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 
Dave & Joe 
O’Gorman 
Hall, Norman & 
Ladd 
3 Monarchs 
Beryl Seton 
Slim Allan 
Nigel Nelson 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Darmora 


18 





3 Aristos 

BRISTOL 
Hippodrome (S) 18 
5S Smith Bros | 
Nitwits | 
Warren Latona & S | 
Sirdani 
Harry Benty 
Walter Niblo 
Val & Monty 
Malcia 

CARDIFF 

New (S) 18 
Pete Collins 
Tarzan Jr., Hazell 
Conky Javen 
Doug Wainwright 
Frogmen 
Charih Indra | 
Allan Bros & June 
Gerry Leader 
Flizabeth & Collins 
Piet van Brechts 
Kafka Co 
Australian Air Aces 

CHATHAM 

Empire (S) 18 

Louis Barber 
Len & Bill Lowe 
Saunders & ike 
Agnette & Silvio 
Del Mondi 
Jaequeline & D 
Shirley Cook 








Henderson & Kemp 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 18 

Dennis Lawes 
Jimmy James Co 


| Winifred Atwell 


Bonar Colleano Jr 
Manley & Austin 
Ben Yost Co 
Louise & Charles 
Paige & Metro 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 18 
Jimmie Elliott 
Cass Daley 
Martin Bros 
Dave Barry 
Keefe Bros & A 
Eddie Gordon & N 
Maurice French Co 
Johnny Lawson 3 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 18 
Chico Marx 
Joe Ortnes 
Grafton Sis 
Davis & Lee 
Harry Nichols 
L Clifford & Freda 
A Davies & J Reaby 
Harry Bailey 
Ds 
Empire (M) 18 
S & M Harrison 
Suzette Tarri 


& J 


| 3 Imps 
| Patricia & Colin 


Bob Grey 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 18 
Johnson Clark 
B Minevitch Co 
Joy Nichols 
Lionel King 
Gaston Palmer 
Olga Varona Co 
George Meaton 
Karen 3 
Lo 


NDON 
Palladium 


(Mm) 18 


Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Hotel Astor 
Blue Barron Ore 
Bill Lawrence 
Gringo Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Don Bestor Ore 
K Duffy Dners 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Lee Crane Orc 
Hotel 
Nat Brandwynne 
Ore 
Johnny Flannagan 
Mona McDonald 
Joan Walden 
Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 
Bill Knapp 
Hotel Plaza 
Nicolas Matthey Or 
Payson Re Ore 
Motel Rooseveit 
Three Suns 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel St Regis 


| Laszlo & Pepito 
| M Shaw Ore 


Eddy 


Hotel Statier 
Howard Ore 
Hotel Taft 


} 


} 


} 
} 
} 
| 
| 


' 
} 
| 
| 
' 


} 





j 


| 
| 


| 


| Joe 


nt Lopez Ore 
iceland 
Danny Lewis 
Harlan Dixon 
Eddie Nelson 
Harry Forrest 
Perry Mayo 
Morris Lloyd 
Line 
Jack Palmer Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Joe Howard 
Roger Ray 
Helene & Howard 
Lela Moore 
Don Saxon 
Art Waner O 
B Harlow Ore 
Le Coq Rouse 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Shirley Dietz 
Rita & Allen 
Marilyn Joyce 
Johnny Crawford 
Bella Smaro 
Shepard Line 
Art Waner Orc 
Macombo 
Jerry Bergen 
Amy Andrews 
Jack Prince 
Leona Hall 
Gordon Andrews 


Vince 


o 1 Fifth Ave 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Nancy Andrews 
Alan Ross 
Bob Downey 
Hazel Webster 
Harold Fonville 

Old Knick 


e Gene Barry 


Paul Killiam 
Cloris Leachman 
Bob McMenimen 
John Silver 
Gloria Manning 


| Al Cooper Orc 


Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Penthouse 
Gloria Benson 
Billy Tabbert 


| Yoli O’Bryn 
| Kurt Maier 


| 


New Yorker | 


Riviera 
Sophie Tucker 
Wesson Bros 
Jack Carter 
Judy Lynne 
Jeff Clay 
Walter Nye Orc 
Ralph Funt Ore 

Savannah 
Annabelle Hill 
Arleigh Peterson 
Jimmy Lewis 
Manhattan Paul 
The Blenders 


| Shotsie Davis 


Andre & 
Tini 


Dortheo 
Benson 


Lucille Dixon Ore 


Versailles 
Kitty Kallen 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Bob Scott 
Mary Ellen 4 
Abbey Albert Ore 
Village Vanguaro 
Therese Breuer 
Marian Bruce 
C Williams 
Gene Field 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Guy Lombardo Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Al Trace Ore 
Jackie Van 
Bob Vincent 

Chez Paree 
Billy Eckstine 
Willie Shore 
Chez Paree 
Adorables 
Paysees (2) 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Stan Kramer Co 
Lino Rhumba Ore 

Helsings 


| Duplicators (3) 


| Toni 


Rami 
Adrianne Loraine 
Billy Chandler Ore 
(one to fill) 

Hotel Bismarck 
Leni Lynn 
Joe Isbell 
B & J Bradley 
Johnny Brewer O 
H Edgewater Beach 
Claude Thornhill O 
Marianne Fedele 
Panl Haakon 


| D Hild Dancers 


Yost Ambassadors 
Mayo Bros 
Hotel Stevens 


“Skating Circus” 
Betty Atkinson 
Charles Hain 
Wonder Wheelers 
Brinckmann Sis. 
Skating Bivdears 
Charles & Lucille 
Jack Raffloer 
Jerry Mapes 

G & B Du Ray 


| Gloria Bondy 


Buddy Rust 
Palmer House 


| Sid Caesar 


Maria Neglia 

Fosse & Niles 

Ted Straeter Ore 
Sherman Hotei 

Harry Hali 

Bill Snyder Ore 


| “Salute to Rodgers 


& Hammerstein” 


| Honey Dreamers 


Ralph Sterling 
John Kriza 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Eric Braun 

Vine Gardens 
Lind Bros (3) 
Mickey Sharp 
Velma Sherry 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 


SHERMAN VAUDERS SET 


FOR SHUBERT, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 19. 
Eddie Sherman, who is putting 
out nine-act, two-a-day shows to 
play one and two-week stands in 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Pitts- 


burgh, Baltimore, Newark, N. J.,| Broadway, is making his nitery de- assortment of dolls and some fetch. 


and this city, closed a deal here 
| for the Shubert theatre. 

Sherman will send out one unit 
at a time, with initialer due to tee 
off in Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Understood here _ that deal 
doesn’t mean that the Shubert or 
any of the Shubert theatres will be 
converted into vaude houses. It 
will rely primarily on legit book- 
ings, using the variety bills to fill 
in between legit dates. 


Shoreham Hotel, D.C., 
Sets Talent for Sept. 


Shoreham hotel, Washington, re- 
sumes entertainment policy Sept. 
11. Sande Williams orch has al- 
ready been signed and acts will be 
lined up later. 

Room generally uses name talent. 








Russell Vice Hutton 
Atlantic City, July 19. 
Jane Russell, filmster, is set for 


Steel Pier Aug. 28 in place of 
Marion Hutton, originally sched- 
uled for that date. Mills Bros. 


come in for week of Aug. 14, which 
date had not been filled. These 
|additions complete vaude lineup 
| for the season. 

| Miss Russell last appeared here 
l'three seasons ago when her film 
starrer “The Outlaw” was also an 
attraction. 





Midwest Dates 








Chicago, July 19. 
Boyle Woolfolk agency takes 
lover the booking of the Fox the- 
|atre, St. Louis, with Gaynor & 
Ross and Loyd & Willis set for the 
| Aug. 18 show Jack Waldron into 
ithe Tic-Toc, Milwaukee Peg Leg 
| Bates taps at the Carnival, Minne- 
|apolis, Aug. 4 for two weeks 
| Lenny Colyer pacted for the Stork 
Club, Council Bluffs, Ia., Aug. 5, 
preceded by Ming & Ling, July 22 
Ben Beri switched from Sam 
| Roberts agency.to William Morris. 
Arren & Broderick leave the 
| Thunderbird, Las Vegas, to tour 


'fairs for Barnes and Carruthers | 


starting Aug. 1...Larry’ Ross 
'moves south to the Blue Sock 
|Club, Abilene, Tex., July 20, for 
_a fortnight... Phil D’Rey headlines 
at the Kentucky Club, Aug. 2... 
Chez Paree has set the July 29 
bill with Jackie Miles, Betty Reilly, 
Betty Bruce and Anita Martell... 
Danny Friendly, head RKO talent 
booker, in to catch return of vaude 
at the Palace last week. 

Monica Lewis thrushes at the 
Lake Club, Springfield, Ill., Aug. 
5 Betty Hill into the Carnival, 
Minneapolis, July 21... Patrice & 
| Russell due at Henry Grady hotel, 
| Atlanta, Aug. 4.. Georgie Gobel 
/opens at Mount Royal, Montreal, 
July 29 Pastime Club, Des 
Moines, lineup has Mary Francis 
Kincaid, Aug. 5; Rand & Raymond, 
Aug. 12, and Marie Lawler, Aug. 
26 Dorothy Claire and Gene 
Sheldon have been added to the 
George Jessel bill for the Oriental, 


| Aug, 4. 

| Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 19. 

' In a downpour of rain the dedi- 

cation of the Saranac Lake Airport 

'went off without a hitch. ick 
Benson, acrobatic flyer, won top- 

| honors. 

| gala day. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


| Virginia Bishop left for N. Y.C. | 


after visiting husband, Joe Bishop, 
at the Variety Clubs hospital. 


He'll rest here for several months. | 


Mrs. J. A. Wotton and daughter 
‘left for Cranford, N. J. after a 
| two-week vacash 


i rest routine. 


B. & C. Exposition Shows, here § 


for a week stand to big business, 


,under the auspices of the VFW. | 


Management had gang of the 
colony as cuffo guests. 
| Delphin Streder, formerly of 
Colonial theatre, N. Y. C., showing 
a marked improvement. 


Edwin (IATSE) Gaiser, progress- | 


ing nicely here, his 27th wedding 

anni. 
Guerney- Knight 

dancers, in to ogle the Variety 

Clubs hospital and mitt the gang. 
Dr. William Stern, Variety Clubs 

hospital medico, celebrated his 

birthday by handing out to 


ports to George Power, ris 


Carey, Eugenic Reed, Joe Phillips, | 


Dolly Gallagher, and your colum- 
nist. 
Write to those who are ill. 


‘ 


Band concert climaxed a/| 


‘ : bedsiding, Jim) 
| Wotton, who is doing well via the 


& Tessie, | 


re-| 


{some excitement. 


New 





LEE KRIEGER 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Village Vanguard, N. Y. 
Lee Krieger, young’ thesper 


|who was in “Mr. Roberts” on 


| but as a comic. Act lacks pacing 
‘and routining and suffers from 
‘failure to decide on just what is his 
forte: yarn-spinning, impression- 
istic sketches, or dance satire. 

He is weakest in the story de- 
partment, one tale about a pigeon 
being in poor taste. More effective 
is a lampoon of the Stanislavsky 
method which draws on his acting 
experience. ~ Strongest 
|make use of his terping back- 
jground. In one _ spoofing bit he 
dances like Martha Graham, a la 
Russe, and in the Broadway man- 
|ner. Finale, giving his impressions 
of what a stranger sees-in Gotham, 
he also integrates some witty dance 
steps. Krieger’s personality re- 
veals promise and his general ap- 
proach is sophisticated. Bril. 


| BOUNCING BODOS (3) 
| Trampoline 

{9 Mins.; Full 

| Palace, N. Y. 

The Bouncing Bodos have a good 
i'trampoline turn well-suited for all 
visual media despite evident rough 
edges in their turn. Trio of two 
boys and a girl display standard 


assortment of tricks which includes | 


some good tumbles and high leaps 
together with some rope-skipping 
variations. 

Their routining isn’t all to be de- 
sired. The lad in comedy makeup 
gets 
work showing some of the better 
tricks. It’s comparafively difficult 
\for the straight to follow him under 
| these circumstances. Femme also 
contributes some _ well-executed 
stunts, none outstanding. Jose. 


| MERCER BROS. (2) 
Dance 

7 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

The Mercer Bros. dance turn is 
a good potential for vaude, cafes 
and video. The duo is expert at 
precision work with comedy soft 
shoe terps that hit high laugh 
values. In this department, they 
show a big-time stamp. 

However, comedy Latin dance 
routine with one of the boys in 
drag needs considerable polish be- 
fore being worthy of metropolitan 
exhibition. Piece seems pointless 


and witless and can only be made 
effective through a major over- 
hauling. Jose. 





KIM YEN SOO & CO. (3) 
Magic 

10 Mins.; Full 

Palace, N. Y. 

Kim Yen Soo is an Oriental 
magico who has obviously been 
around, but new to the New Act 
| files. Assisted by a pair of decora- 
‘tive femmes, he shows some good 
illusions. His magnum opus is the 
escape trick from a bound and 
locked trunk. 

He works rapidly in a series of 
stunts, most of them in the stand- 
ard category. His paraphernalia is 
elaborate and he presents a well- 
|dressed act, good for exhibits in 
family time vaude. Jose. 





RICHARD X. CARTER 
Folk Songs 

10 Mins. 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

Breaking in at the Village Van- 
guard, which over the years has 
popularized several top folk sing- 
ers, Richard X. Carter has a neat 
style and versatile delivery. Tunes 
ranged from sea chanties, which he 
gathered from fishermen on Nan- 
_tucket, to sentimental ballads, in 
which he avoids sugary sweetness. 
Best is “John Henry.” 

Act differs from others in the 
|Zenre in that Carter doesn’t use a 
guitar but performs with the house 
trio or unaccompanied. Numbers 
are well chosen for pacing and 
originality. A Yale grad, he plays 
up his youthful, clean-cut appear- 
ance and has a confident technique. 

Bril. 





| RUTH BROWN 

ongs 

10 Mins. 

Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 

: Ruth Brown is a young attractive 
Negro singer who attempts a style 
that would even throw a mature 


| Piper of broad experience. Hers is | 


a combination that encompasses 
elements of swing, bop and ballad 
interpretation. There are moments 
when she achieves her aim with 
departures from orthodoxy that 
\Show vivid interpretation. But, 
generally, an effect of labored ef- 
fort is registered. 

Miss Brown, however, has indi- 
cations that she’ll settle down into 
a style that will express her own 


personality and a unique styling. 


| Once that’s achieved, she'll cause 
Jose. 


segments | 


the heaviest burden of the | 





Acts 


PAT HILL & LARRY DELMA 
Puppet 
8 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Pat Hill and Larry Delma are ex. 
_perienced puppeteers with a good 


'ing routines. High spot comes with 
‘a baby bit in whieh an infant 
_cavorts while an elderly baby-sitter 
| sleeps on a rocker near him. There 
}are some overly cute moments in 
it and some oversentimental bits of 
byplay, but net effect is one of 
masterful manipulation that gets 
its full measure of audience appre- 
ciation. 

They have some other stunts 
with a Negro pianist, a skeleton 
and a trumpet player, and an open- 
ing rhumba dancer. All the bits 
are well executed. Routining isn’t 
| polished inasmuch as much con- 
| tinuity is lost by long stagewaits 
| between numbers. Lessening these 
intervals would not only smooth 
| out their turn but are a showman- 
| ship must. Jose. 





| 
| Unit Review 


| 





Girls A-Poppin’ 

(NATIONAL, LOUISVILLE) 

Louisville, July 15. 

Here’s another entry for the 
“new” vaudeville trend, assembled 
on the Coast. It’s a neat stage 
package, which stacks up as suit- 
|able for any house looking for 
solid entertainment. 

Unit carries line of six girls, all 
tall lookers, who display their 
charms in three production num- 
bers. Opener is the Penguin num- 
ber, backed vocally by the Chord- 
men, newly organized quartet of 
young, fresh male voices. Guys 
then get together for some close 
harmony on “Sentimental Gentle- 
man from Georgia,” and bow off | 
to hearty applause. 

Next out is Ginger Tinney, red- 
haired tapster. She has couple 
slick routines, and a lovely green 
gown which changes color under 
;} the spot. She’s a cute trick and 
| registered solidly. 

Emcee Marvin Himmel ope.is 
| with some sly barbs and throw- 
away lines which had the custo- | 
mers warming up slowly. However, 
getting down to. business, he 
launches into impersonations of 
Phil Harris, John Charles Thomas 
| singing “Figaro” and of various 
diskers warbling “‘Temptation,” to 
platter accompaniment, to garner 
good applause. 

Really topnotch juggling act, 
Jacques Cordon, French import, 
works atop a small table, balancing 
himself on a unicycle. Guy gives 
ithe balancing, juggling treatment 
'to rings, plates, balls, etc., and 
| keeps customers interested. A neat 
| turn, good for any vaude bill. 
Doris King, prima donna, closes 
show with a mixture of light op- 
| eratic selections, and clicks. Opens 
‘with “Chiribiribin,’ then “Some 
‘Enchanted Evening,” and a jam 
sesh version of “Blue Danube 
| Waltz.” Comes back for “Sweet- 
hearts,” “Falling in Love With 
Someone,” “Kiss Me Again,” “Ah, 
Sweet Mystery of Life” and “Zing, 
Zing, Zing,” latter two background- 
ed by the Chordmen. 

Finale had the June Jackson 
girl line out, with Miss King and 
'the Chordmen forming a picture 
upstage, and warbling “One Man.” 
| Unit is set at this house for four 
' weeks, and may stay longer. Pro- 
‘ducer King aims to bring in other 
‘talent to bolster the resident pol- 
‘icy, and judging from this show, 
the idea should click. Wied. 
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Mex Tourism Sets Cap 


| For Retired Americans 


| Mexico City, July 12. 
| As part of its drive to get more 
dollars to hypo national economy 
‘ia tourists, particularly Ameri- 
/cans, the Mexican Tourist Assn., 
‘which has just received a $60,000 
'gift from private Mexican con 
tributors for its world publicity 
‘campaign, plans to attract as resi- 
idents of Mexico retired or pen- 
sioned Americans whose fixed 
monthly incomes range from $200 
to $500. 

Association says it has hired two 
top U. S. writers (unnamed), res!- 
dents of Mexico, to survey the 
U. S. for this plan, which it admits 
in order to work demands modifica- 
tion of the immigration laws to ad- 
‘mit such Americans as residents. 
/Now foreigners can only enter as 
‘tourists, for a six months’ stay, oF 
investors, who must have a hunk 0 
ready coin to place down here. 

Association avers that at the 8.65- 
peso-per-dollar rate, Americans can 


live royally in Mexico. 
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House Reviews 


Paramount, N. Y. 

immy Dorsey Orch (17), Peggy 
aig | Dave Barbour. Quintet, 
Tip, ‘ap & Toe, Georgie Kaye; 
“The Great Gatsby” (Par ), Te: 
viewed in VARIETY April 27, °49. 


The Paramount layout has plenty 
marquee lure. The major head- 
liners, Jimmy Dorsey’s band and 
Peggy Lee, backed by the Dave 
Quintet, are flanked by a pair of 
editable acts in Tip, Tap and 
i and Georgie Kaye. It’s a good 
all-around display. 

Miss Lee has made a myriad of 
appearances at this house, begin 
ning as a chirper with the Benny 
Goodman band. She’s gained in 
stature and authority since those 
days. Singer has top-drawer rou 
tine, delivered with a dash of pash 
Her selections, with a single ex- 
ception, are applause getters. De- 
flection is caused by a heavy ballad 
which didn’t jive with the audience 
mood. Otherwise her tunes are 
jmaginative and expertly project- 
ed. Barbour Quintet’s background- 
ing is colorful and lively. Her con- 
cluding number, ‘‘Manana,” has 
some trick lyrics which were lost 
when the JD crew and Barbour 
latched onto the session. Salvo 
at the end was rewarding. 

Dorsey crew projects a colorful 
brand of music. Highlight of ses- 
sion is the Tutti Camarata comp, 
“Fingerbustin’,” evhich gives JD a 
chance to show his virtuosity on 
both sax and clarinet. In other 
words, there’s also a good deal of 
imagination and controlled fire- 
works which gives the audience a 
chance to appreciate the good all- 
sround entertainment values. The 
sidemen are of top caliber, band 
including drummer Ray Bauduc. 
On the surrounding bill, Tip, Tap 
and Toe score handily with plain 
and fancy taps, while Georgie 
Kaye still gets top returns with his 
psychiatrist routine. ~ His newer 
material doesn’t have the same im- 
pact as the former bit, but overall 
results are good. Jose. 


Palace, Chi 


Chicago, July 14. 

Berk & Hallow,.The Chords (2), 
Fanny & Kitty Watson, Bob Ham- 
mond’s Birds, Mack, Ross & Owen, 
Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Raya Sis- 
ters (4), Pat Rooney, Sr.: Nick 
Francis Orch (10); “Judge Steps 
Out” (RKO). 


Following the same successful 
attern that it instituted in New 
ork two months ago, RKO has 
brought a New York Palace bill to 


| floors. 
are much too long and sharper edit- | 


| Broadway for many years. 


| decade. 


its sister house in Chicago for the | 


first vaude show in this house since 


1939. Under the barrage of ter- | 


rific nostalgia exploitation 
aign, house was jammed for open- 


cam- | 


ng bill, a portent of the best busi- | 


ness house has seen in many 
months. All credit must be due to 
the vaude as the picture is lower 
budget fare. However, whether or 
not sock reception can be repeated, 
especially on once a month basis— 
as it now stands—and without pow- 
erful fanfare is a question. Clearly, 


many of the first-day customers. 


were non-regular’ theatregoers. 
Whether or not present day seat 
holders will take hold of an hour 
and half show without names is 
something only time will tell, not 
just one hoopla week. 


Berk and Hallow, youthful pair, 
are fast openers with tap terping 
which gets nifty applause. The 
Chords, male duo, should cut some 
of their band imitations. However, 
their slick versions of Spike Jones 

nd Dave Rose on “Holiday For 

trings” rings the bell. 


- Kitty and Fanny Watson, enjoy- 
ing their 40th year in show busi- 


ness, have tailored their act to 
present-day groove. With Kitty 
straightening for hefty _ sister, 


8arbed in cowgirl costume, laughs 
fast. Gals walk off a solid 


Bob Hammond Birds are surefire 
attention holders with white cock- 
scone scoring with their well paced 
ricks, and storming of miniature 
fort a sock closer. 


Mack, Ross and Owen are robust 
Openers of the second half, with 
acro-tumbler-dancers getting big 
returns for horseplay with midget 
fale, who holds his own on the 
umbling and dancing side. Finale 
with member doing running flips 
anding on partner’s shoulders for 
walkoff gets heavy mitt. 


stun ly Brown digs into the blue 
pe et in his unfinished sentence 
omic routine. However, audience 
| aoe for tinged quips as comic re- 
“ine his trip to Lake Placid fot 
— Sports and his description 
an auto accident. Dolinoff and 
me ya Sisters do a smartly costumed 
a. doll marriage dance before 
. ng into their black light illusion 
Ct to register strongly. 
at Rooney, Sr.. 


after short 


thank-you speech, socks across soft- hilarious Polish 


| last week. 


shoe Standards to “Daughter of 
Rosie O'Grady” with 70-year show- 
man doing a bit of cakewalk and 
off-to-Buffalo to strains of “It 
Seems Like Old Times.” For en- 
core he does an imitation of Joe 
Frisco’s shiver dance. Nick Francis 
does an exceptionally good job of 
backing the acts. Production and 
staging by David Bines is tops. 

At $5,500 for the package, plus 
several additional bites for house 
band, venture is a sure payoff for 
this week. Zabe. 


Palaee, N. ¥. 


Bouncing Bodos (3), Pat Hill & 
Larry Delma, Kate Murtah, Man 
tan Moreland with Nipsy Russell, 


Sylvia Manon 3, Mercer Bros. (2), 
Eddie White, Kim Yen Soo & Co 
(3): “Massacre River” (Mono.) re 
viewed in VARIETY April 6, °49. 

Even the Palace can’t have a 
winner every week. The difficulty 
in booking eight acts on its limited 
budget showed for the first time 
since the house reopened a couple 
of months ago. Not that the show 
doesn’t have its moments and vir- 
tually every act gets its share of 
applause, but the watering down of 
act availabilities at this time when 
talent in the Palace salary bracket 
are in demand in the summer spots, 
doesn’t give booker Danny Friendly 
too much of a chance. 

There’s no particular fotal point 
on this bill. There’s an even tenor 
to the Jayout. But thanks to Dave 
Bines’ excellent staging, the acts 
couldn't look better under any cir- 
cumstances, 

Of the eight acts, four are 
strangers to VaARIETY’S New Act 
file: The Bouncing Bodos, Pat Hill 
& Larry Delma, Mercer Bros. (2), 
and Kim Yen Soo & Co. 

The others get varied results. 
Kate Murtah, in the trey, has a dis- 
appointing batch of material. This 
former mainstay of the Murtah Sis- 
ters act has little subtlety and her 
lines are better suited for cafe 
Some of her comedy songs 


ing would net a better effect. 
Mantan Moreland, now working 

with Nipsy Russell, is still effec- 

tive with the unfinished sentence 


routine which he’s been doing for | 


many years. The Harlem comedy 


act gets across handily in this 
house. ~— 
Eddie White hasn’t exhibited on 


This 
vet story-teller proves there’s a 
new generation for humor every 
_—— and stories have 
been in circulation for years but 
the majority in the house were un- 
familiar with ‘em. His applause 
values were especially high. 

The Sylvia Manon Trio, two 
males throwing a _ petite femme 
around with careful abandon, show 
some good adagio tricks. However, 
routines had no outstanding items 
and applause values are based on 
the general overall effectiveness. 

Don Albert’s band does an ef- 
fective job of backing the show. 

Jose. 





Hippodrome, Balio 


Baltimore, July 17. 
Rosales Sisters (2), Jack Park- 
er, Kay Kenton, Florida Trio, Carl- 
ton Emmy Mad Wags, Ben Yost’s 


Colleens (4), Steve Evans, Gus 
Van, Jo Lombardi House Orch 
(12): “The Green Promise 
(RKO). 





Izzy Rappaport is continuing his 
stab at an eight-act lineup after a 
brief interruption to play the An- 
drews Sisters on a four-act layout 
While trade is not up 
to the mark set by the name trio, 
returns currently are pleasing 
enough to merit a continuation of 
the popular “Palace type” of vaude 
and Rappaport is ballyhooing it ac- 
-ordingly. 

"Soatan bill is opened by the 
Rosales Sisters, duo of skilled per- 


‘formers, on a flashy high perch act. 


Top mounter contributes some 
flashy balancing for a bangup send- 
off. More sight stuff is in the 
deuce via Jack Parker juggling 
small stuff. Kay Kenton follows 
with comedy chirping nicely deliv- 
ered. The Florida Trio is next 
with their tossing around of one 
of its members in doll makeup pro- 
viding novelty and an applause 
getter. : 

Carlton Emmys i 

s hold pace smartly 
oon Yost’s Colleens, quartette of 
singing lookers, give out with the 
usual medleys winding up with 
smartly contrasted opera VS. jazz 
stuff good for strong getaway. 
Steve Evans runs the gamut of his 
including the one dra- 
the green spotlight he 
oduce as Lon Chaney 
in “Ene Hunchback of het ER 
Dame.” Now it's es 
and without qualification, and ae 
for a pace changer between 1€ 
drunk item and 


well trained 
after which 


impressions 
matic bit in 
used to intr 


the business built around laughers 
In an audience. 

Gus Van, in closing slot, is solid 
from the teeoff. Wide swath of 
nostalgia plus an expert vocal de- 
livery of dialect and straight vo- 
cals had the stubholders yelling 
for more. Opening reprise of Van 
& Schenck trademarks and the 
next-to-closing run-through of old- 
les are sold to the hilt. All-around 
knowhow serves to sell his closing 
medley in parody equally well for 
a perfect clincher to an entertain- 
ing layout that should build cus- 
tomers 

Biz is 


all right Burm. 


Steel Pier. A.C. 


Atlantic City, July 14 
Henny Youngman, Betty Reilly, 
Gautier’s Bricklayers, Bill Behney 
Holliday Dancers with Ginger Har 
Johnnt O'Connell's House 
Orch 10 ‘Jieasau UA) 


ris 


Henny Youngman heads well- 
balanced bill in Steel Pier’s music 
hall this week, and is given able 
support by Betty Reilly, “Irisn 
Senorita,” Gautier’s Bricklayers, 
top dog act, and the Bill Behney 
Holiday dancers (12) with Ginger 
Harris in a neat solo. 

Youngman, always a fave here, 
emcees and keeps show moving at 
fast pace, working his stuff into 
other acts. Has them laughing and 
applauding all the way. Miss Reilly 
sings three fast numbers for nice 
returns. Trio comprises ‘““Cumban- 
chero,” “Louie Drop The Gun,” 
“Greenah Koosenah” and ‘‘Rancho 
Grande.” Parodies on latter to 
self-accomp on guitar is high spot 
of act. 

Gautier’s Bricklayers, top pooch 
act, wins good applause. Dogs 
stagger out of corner “saloon” to 
house’ construction job, climb 
ladders, do numerous tricks to 
delight of audience. 

Holliday Dancers appecr in three 
nifty numbers. Tops is their second 
when Ginger Harris does neat 
acrobatic number flanked by girls. 

Walk. 


Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, July 15. 

Dennis Day, Clark Bros., Gale 
Robbins, Bill Norvas & Upstarts, | 
Acromaniacs, Bud Dant & House | 
Orch.; “Make Believe Ballroom” 
(Col). 

Dennis Day, who seems to be 
jockeying around his package 
show, reverts to the lineup he used 
two weeks ago in Boston. As far 
as the Earle audience was con- 
cerned, he can leave it alone. The 
Show added up to one of the best 
vaude layouts seen here in years. 

Standees greeted the singer at 
the Friday morning opener, 
first appearance in Philly in eight 
years. Day virtually copied Milton 
Berle’s show, doing all the intros 
and getting into every act. He tees 
off with “Forever and Ever” and 
brings en the nimble Clark Bros., | 
local steppers and great faves here. 

Next on is Gale Robbins, a red- 
head with a husky voice, who does 
“Again,” “Everywhere You Go” and 
duets with Day in “Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside.” Bill Norvas and _ the 
; Upstarts, a vocal quintet who re- 
mind of The Revuers, add sophis- | 
tication to the bill. And the Ac- 
romaniacs, a trio of balancers and 
tumblers, make for a flashy next- 
to-closing. Day is in the windup 
slot with such surefires as “Some 
Enchanted Evening.” “Galway | 
Bay,” “Casey Lowered the Boom” | 
and “Ave Maria.” 

Lad is a top trouper and his em- 
ceeing is refreshing and distinctive. 
He retains character of the shy 
youth of the Jack Benny programs 
and his gags and impersonations 
go over big. Bud Dant. Day’s musi- 
cal director, leads the pit orchestra. 

Gagh. 
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packages if top talent becomes 
available. Current policy is to buy 
“anything that will make a buck.” 
However, with the “Palace policy” 
going great, there's no longer any 
urgency about getting names. So 
far, policy will be to try to get one 
Palace show a month. Second unit 
has already been booked to start in 
Boston, Aug. 4, with Syracuse, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Chicago 
to follow. Remainder of the dates 
are still being worked out. This 
bill will comprise the Edwards 
Bros., Yvonne Moray, Marvellos, 
Cook & Brown. Steve Evans, Apple- 
tons. Ross & La Pierre and Gus 
Van. 
The however, 1S 
even though 


RKO circuit, 
using a name policy 
performers per se arent top- 
bracket performers. The big hame 
on their shows is the Palace the- 
atre and it’s currently felt that as 
long as that name draws, they'll be 
in the vaude business in a big way. 
’ ‘ 


his | 


Night Club Reviews 


Club Carnival, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, July 16. 

Louis Armstrong & “Esquire” 
group, including Earl Hines, Jack 
Teagarden, Sidney Catlett, Barney 
Bigard, Arvell Shaw and Cozy Cole 
with Velma Middleton, Perry Mar 
tin Orch (12); $1 cover; $2.50 
minimum. 

This show provides a munificent 
banquet for jazz and swing lovers, 
and, judging by the completely 
filled room at performance caught 
the Louis Armstrong gang and its 
type of music take a prominent 
place in the niterv sun. Inasmuch 
as each member is tops in his field, 
items dished up merit high rating 

Ensemble and solo contributions 
are all socko. The resultant rhythm 
and melody because at their 
hands jazz actually becomes mel 
odic—bring terrific customer re- 
sponse. 

Lads make a fast getaway with 
“Meet the Gang.” Then Armstrong 
takes over with trumpet and vocal 
izing of “Brother Bill.” Tall, dig- 
nified Jack Teagarden scores with 
the old fave, “St. James Infirm 
ary.”” In robust Velma Middleton 
the group has a slick singing come 
dienne who clowns with Armstrong 
and the others while doing bang 
up vocals on “Lover Come Back 
to Me,” “Blue Eves” and “Ll Was.” 

Earl “‘Fatha” Hines. at the key- 
board, comes through in his usual 
big way with his “Little Girl,” 
“Pale Moon” and “Boogie Woogie.”’ 
He’s a_ show-stopper -ee- f0F 
Two,” as done by Barney Bigard 
on the clarinet, is swift-paced and 
tuneful. Much steam is whipped 
up by Arvell Shaw on the _ bass 
for “Whispering.” and Cozy Cole 
has a fast and furious “Stompin’ 
at the Savoy” session on _ the 
drums. 

Perry Martin orchestra’ con 
tinues to play for guest dancing 
and maestro vocalizes neatly dur- 
ing many of its numbers. Rees 


Chase Club. St. Loo 
(HOTEL CHASE) 
St. Louis, July 13 

Merriel Abbott Ice Revue with 
Jean Arlen, Bob & Peggy White, 
Manuel Del Toro, Jerry Rehfield 
Melendez & Bandstetter and Line 
(6), Nick Stuart Orch (13): cover 
$1-$1.50. 

Transferring entertainment to 
the newly decorated, air-condi 
tioned Starlight Roof, Chase Hotel 
teed off summer season with a two 
week stand of the elaborate Mer 
riel Abbott ice show. 

The troupe abounds with talent 
and class. Jean Arlen, a teenager, 
has plenty on the ball with her 
leaps, twirls, etc., on the blades. 
She also clicks in a routine with 
the line, all of whom are shapely 
lookers. m 

Rehfield and Del Toro. person- 
able lads, score with a fast Spanish 
medley and Melendez and Brand- 
stetter sock over their comic rou- 
tine. Another pleasing duo is Bob 
and Peggy White. Line contrib- 
utes some sock routines, one in 
Scotch kilts and another in attrac- 
tive red, white and blue costumes. 
Room had SRO biz at session 
caught. Sahu. 


Vine Gardens. Chi 


(FOLLOWUP) 
Chicago, July 13. 

While other niteries may be suf 
fering from doldrums this bistro 
has been turning ‘em away. Lind 
Bros., now in thetr fourth month, 
is credited as the lure. Vocal trio 
have a new set of tunes, all sold 
in top fashion. Teeing off with an 
oldie, “Camptown Races,” they 
swing into a medley of lesser 
known Irish tunes. Also essav a bit 
of hoked polka with “Helen,” 
Swedish comedy song, and then 
sock across “Yiddishe Momma.” 
Singers get laughs with another 
newie, “I Can't Get Off Mv Horse,” 
and close strongly with “You Got 
to Have a Little Mahzel.” 

Dusty Brooks, cleancut vouthful 
comic, impresses with his sharp 
etchings. His impresh of strolling 
chanteuse garners laughs which 
leads into potent finale of Jolson- 
esque “Mammy.” Vadja del Oro 
displays verve and fire in intricate 
tempoed' castaneting to Latin 
tunes. Me! Cole orch and Pancho 
rhumba group alternate for neat 
dance sessions Zabe. 


Buttery. (hi 
(AMBASSADOR-WEST HOTEL) 
Chicago, July 13 

Felix Martinique 
mintmium Sat, 


Sue 
Trio 


Stanley 
$2.50 

Contrary to its pompous sister. 
the Pump Room. across the street, 
the Buttery is a small, intimate 
and somewhat casual recom featur- 
ing rhumba rhythms with its ex- 
cellent cuisine and Sue Stanley, 


and the Felix Martinique Trio in 
a short, but entertaining show. 

Martinique, with Felix on drums 
and novelty rhythm accessories, 
provides payees with unusual ar- 
rangements of South American 
standards like “Babalu,” “Brazil” 
and “Besame Mucho,” vocals han- 
died alternately by Leo Rojo at the 
piano and Martinique. Trio’s re- 
strained and svelte arrangements 
are easy listening as well as dance- 
bait. 

Miss Stanley, 
clinging off-the-shoulder 
tempts novelty tunes to calypso 
and rumba rhythms with ing in- 
nuendos. Hip and shoulder ;. * 
tions, which are anything ‘ut 
subtle, could be toned down. Act 
lacks certain amount of class be 
filling the room, while straight 
vocals are so-so. Greg 


a slim brunet in a 
gown, at- 


Cafe ‘Casts’ an Audience 
Just to Audition Spot 
For Prospective Buyer 


Cafe biz is certainly one of the 


unpredictable branches in 
show business. This was evidenced 
by a stunt pulled by Cafe Society 
Downtown, N. Y., Friday (15), 
which reopened on than 24 
hours notice to audition the place 
for a prospective buyer. Operators 
Max Mansch and Louis I. Lewis 
are new in the nitery field, this 
being their first venture, but they 
pulled a stunt that would have 
done credit to seasoned bonifaces. 

An unnamed client hinted he 
might buy the spot if only he could 
visualize how it would look in op- 
eration. He was accommodated. 
A show was lined up and staff re- 
organized with maitre-d Danny 
pulled out of a new assignment at 
the Blue Angel, and a creditable 
list of talent pacted on short no- 
tice. 

The result is a tribute to several 
items, including the bravery of the 
operators, the essential lure of the 
spot and the pull of balladeer Josh 
White. A final touch might have 
been a claque audience, but it 
wasn’t necessary. With only two 
ads appearing in Friday’s papers, 
enough customers came for two 
full shows. At the end of the 
midnight show they were coming 
in fast enough to rate a third show. 

Reopening indicated that with 
more publicity, ads and word-of- 


most 


less 


mouth, Cafe Society Downtown 
can run out the normally slow 
Josh White, Calvin Jackson, 
Ruth Brown, Tom Scott Orch; 


$3.50 minimum. 


om = ——— - 


summer and reestablish itself as a 
permanent nitery fixture by early 
September, when Juanita Hall, of 
“South Pacific,” is slated to re- 
turn here. Spot closed when Miss 
Hall’s medico advised her to nix 
doubling for awhile. It was then 


‘closed for the summer. 


Josh White, of course, does ex- 
cellently at selling ballads and 
guitaring. He’s' responsible for 
most of those that packed the spot. 
He offered an assortment of folk 
tunes in a manner that kept him 
on the floor for 30 minutes and 
even at that the customers were 
reluctant to let him go. 

Another lure is Calvin Jackson, 
the gifted Negro pianist who at 
one time arranged scores’ for 
M-G-M films. He’s here temporarily 
to give the spot a fresh start, but 
his contribution is outstanding. He 
starts the show with a delicate 
Paradis Tocatta before flitting into 
a colorful arrangement of “Laura” 
for top returns. Ruth Brown ‘(New 
Acts), is the other on the show. 
Tom Scott orch is a potent show- 
backer and swings out a pair of 
tunes to warm up the crowd. Crew, 
incidentally, has J. C. Heard at the 
skins. 

In all this CSD reincarnation is a 
phenomenal work of organization 
and a remarkable exhibition of the 
energy that can be summoned even 
in the summer. Jose. 





‘Salute’s’ Cast Changes 
Chicago, July 19. 

“Salute to Rodgers and Hanimer- 
stein,” now in its 1ilth week at 
the College Inn, Hotel Sherman, 
will have dancers Kenneth Mac- 
Kenzie and Dusty Worrall, for- 
merly with “Carousel,” in the 
leads, replacing Ballet Theatre 
toppers Ruth Ann Koesun, John 
Kriza and Eric Braun. 

Kriza and Miss Koesun head for 
Tanglewood, Mass., Monday 25) 
to join the Ballet Theatre summer 
group at Ted Shawn's Jacob Pil- 
low school. 
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Songsmith Opines Critics Reviewed | 


| been leasing Brattle Hall in nearby 





Sherwood, Berlin & Hart, Not Show 


By ABEL GREEN 

Irving Berlin, Robert E. Sher- 
wood and Moss Hart don’t like it. 
but are inclined to agree with the 
critics’ general downbeat reaction 
to “Miss Liberty.” But they also 
feel that (1) this was not a crilics 
show: (2) that they’ll ride out the 
bad press, and (3) apparently the 
Broadway critics reviewed Shet 
wood. Berlin & Hart more than the 


show 
Before Sherwood flew out to 
England on Monday (18) to Join 


his wife at their country place out- 


side oi London for the summer, 
and Moss Hart flew to Salt Lake 
City the day before to catch his 
wife, Kitty Carlisle, in the opera, 


“Carmen,” .the three of them 
watched the two Saturday perform- 
ances. These were following the 
Friday premiere, and all three be- 


came more convinced than ever 
that they had a good audience 
show The penalty of fame, the) 
feel. is something which militated 


against a more generous press. 

3erlin. who Reads for Hollywood 
late this month on one of his fil- 
musical deals, although he insists 
he'd like to do another legit mu- 
sical first. is convinced that the 
$185,000 production will pay off. 
“As you know, Bob, Moss and I 
have no outside investors, other 
than our own groups, but I’d buy 
back anybody’s share, that’s how 
convinced am I that we'll put this 
one over " 


“There were capacity standees 
at both Saturday shows; our 
advance is into October and 


November: we have good calls 
from the brokers; the score had 35 
performances over the weekend 
and we already have one tune on 
the Hit Parade; the album with the 
original cast goes into recording 
for Columbia on Thursday (21) 
and Manie Sacks tells me they have 
advance orders for 50,000 of the 
albums, so I think the only prob- 
lem is the degree of hit that we 
have. It may not be a smash, but 
it won't be a flop. The Shuberts 
tell me that the Imperial has 
$950.000 in the bank, another $75.- 
000 not vet deposited, some 15,000 
letters not yet serviced, and we can 
do $45,500 capacity if we sell out.” 
Needs $27,000 to Break 

Understood “Liberty” can break 
at $27.000; the kick-out break is at 
$30,000. 

Berlin is also convinced that if 
and when “Miss Liberty” clicks, 
and as the notices retreat in the 
background, the audiences will see 
new values in the Sherwood libret- 
to just as time has added to the 
stature of “God Bless America.” 
So convinced are he and Hart about 
“Miss Liberty” that the songsmith 
observed that ‘it would have been 
a greater error not to have pro- 
duced it.” 

He looks upon the summer bow 
as a help, not a hindrance, in that 
there are fewer shows; the two big 
sinashes are tough to get into; and 
above all it’s a first in his career 
in that he’s always had a critic’s 
hit. He feels that this will be an 
audience hit, and, while it would 
be a jov to settle for a universal 
acceptability, when he and Sher- 
wood had their bon voyage drink 
Sunday night, the playwright felt 
in fine fettle. 

As for his songs, he admits 
they're reminiscent; Berlin knew 
he was “adapting” from himself; 
and “as for that hooey, would we 
make the same mistakes all over 
again:—i. e., if they are mistakes— 
sure we would. Because we cer- 
tainly didn’t want to commit these 
errors deliberately, so it’s reason- 
able to assume that if we set, out 
doing a project of this nature, we'd 
naturally do the same things all 
over again. If the songs are there, 
the public will tell us fast enough. 
If they’re not there, they deserve 
to fail.” 





§ Theatre Guild Plays 
* For 1949-50 Season 


Chicago, July 19. 

Thirtieth anniversary of the The- 
atre Guild, 1949-50 season, will 
find Chi subscribers attending five 
Guild plays, first being “Death of 
a Salesman” at the Erlanger the- 
aire, Sept. 19. Second play an- 
nounced is “Madwoman of Chail- 
lot.” around Jan. 1. 

Chi Theatre Guild 1948-49 sea- 
gon grossed an estimated $168,800, 
excluding tax. 


‘Hostages,’ ‘Ruth’ Spark 
Legit in Tel Aviv 


Tel Aviv, July 12. 
Guest-produced by Harold Clur- 
Habimah’s presentation of 


man 

Emanuel Robles’ “Hostages,” orig- 
inally titled “Montserrat,” is ma- 
ture offering Translated by 
Menasseh Levin, it is one of the 
most exciting plays that has 


reached the Hebrew stage in a long 
time. Performances are all good 
and settings by Moshe Mokady eye- 
filling. 

J. de Vriess’ “Silk and 
Ohel’s current production, is a 
mediocre offering dealing with the 
conflict between capital and labor. 
F. Lobe directed, Paul 


did the translation. 
The Chamber theatre production 


of “Dear Ruth’ has been treated 
with appropriate hilarity, moving 
at a lively pace with never a dull 


moment. Yosef Milo's direction is 
excellent and P. Kamnitzer’s sets 
are adequate. 


B.0. Treasurers 
In Pact Status Quo 


Regardless of the outcome of the 
current ticket probe, there will 
probably be no change in the con- 


tractual status of legit boxoffice 
men on Broadway for at least a 
vear. That applies to all b.o. men, 


including Jack Pearl, suspended 
treasurer of the Majestic theatre. 

All b.o. employees are covered 
by a contract between the League 
of N. Y. Theatres and the Theatri- 
cal Treasurers & Ticket Sellers 
Union, atfiliated with the IATSE 
(stagehands’ union), AFL. The 
pact, which extends annually from 
Labor Day, is automatically renew- 
able unless either side serves no- 
tice by May 31. No such notice 
was given this year, so the present 
pact remains in force until Labor 
Day of 1950. 


Under the agreement, contracts | 


of individual boxoffice men are}; 
also automatically renewable un- 
less specific notice is given by | 


either party to the individual pact. 
In all known eases, including that 


of Pearl, no notice was served last | 
existing contracts | 


May 31. so all 
for treasurers and assistants re- 
main in effect another year from 
this Labor Day. Although Pearl is 


under suspension, Lee Shubert, as | 


owner of the Majestic, must keep 
him on full salary. The theatre 
operator so stated recently 
N. Y. Commissioner of Investiga- 
tion John M. Murtagh, who is con- 
ducting the probe of ticket-scalp- 
ing, as a result of which Pearl was 
suspended. 


‘NORWAY’ IN NIFTY - 





Bread,” | 


Loewy de- | 
signed the sets and Lea Goldberg | 


to 


Boston Co.’s Season 


Boston, July 19. 
The Boston Stock Co., which has 


Cambridge for the past four sea- 
sons, has completed arrangements 
to operate during the forthcoming 
season at the new John Hancock 
Hall in the Hub. 

Present plans call for a 40-week- 
er opening in September, with 
plays presented three nights a 
week here and three nights weekly 
in Providence, R. I. Teeoft will 


star Charles Ruggles in a new 
play, not yet announced, and bill 


CHI’S BLEAKEST 
SUMMER IN 
5 YEARS 


Chicago, July 19 

note being 
circles here. 
depression 
outlook 


There’s a somber 
registered in legit 
Not since the prewar 
era has the Chi theatre 
been so bleak. 

“Inside USA” and “Mr. Roberts” 
are only legit attractions here. 
Both will get a play from the 100,- 
000 Shriners convened for their 
golden jubilee, plus an influx of 
over 10,000 jewelers for their na- 
tional convensh. 

Summer season will -be the lean- 
est in over 25 years, since no ve- 
hicles are on hand to come in be- 
fore Sept. Past three seasons 
averaged four plays a summer 
simultaneously. with more than six 
getting a brief play in summer of 
1946. In 1947 “Born Yesterday,” 
“Call Me Mister,” “Carousel,” 
“Red Mill” and “Private Lives” 
were luring conventioneers’ in 
profitable fashion, while 1948's 
summer had “Annie Get Your 
Gun” on a repeat, “For Love or 
Money.” “John Loves Mary,” 
which held over: “High Button 
Shoes” and a return of “Okla- 
homa!” before “Mr. Roberts.” 


Columbia U’s Theatre 
On Bway Awaits 


Columbia Univ. plans for a col- 
lege theatre-on-Broadway,  an- 
nounced 18 months ago as prob- 
‘ably opening this fall, are at a 
| standstill. Although the project 
was approved by the board of trus- 
tees and has the blessing of Gen. 
| Dwight D. Eisenhower, university 
president, nothing has been done 
to raise the necessary funds. 

When the plan was announced at 
a dinner of officials and prominent 
alumni, it was said that the thea- 
tre would be part of a new school 
of the fine arts. It was estimated 


that the program would involve a. 


cost of $8,000,000 or so. Composer- 
producer’ Richard Rodgers. an 
| alumnus, was chairman of the gen- 


eral committee, with Leopold 
| Arnaud, dean of the school of 
|architecture, in active charge at 


It was stated that 


ess tee ee a 


Louisville, July 19. 

“Song of Norway” teed off 11th 
summer season of musicals at Iro- 
quis amphitheatre last week to 
sock biz and ideal weather. Denis 
Du-For is handling the staging. 

Role of Edward Grieg was sung 
by baritone Ralph Magellssen, with 
Robert Shafer, tenor, recreating 
the role of Rikard Nordraak, which 
he played in the New York pro- 
duction. Standout performance was 
given by Doreen Wilson as Louisa 
Giovanni, operatic prima, with 
neat support by Nancy 
Yolanda Dennis, Betty Ann Busch, 
Edmund Dorsay, Truman Gaige, 
Robert Bernard and C. Douglas 
Ramey. Dancers David Nillo and 
Franca Baldwin registered in bal- 
let and specialty numbers. 

Production staff includes Ed- 
ward Clark Lillev. book director; 
Rollo Wayne, technical director: 
William Parson, musical director: 
Virginia J@hnson, choreographer, 
and Walter Johnson, stage di- 
rector. 


San Antonio Names Griffith 
San Antonio, July 19 
H. M. Griffith replaced Jean Wil- 
denstein as manager of the Munici- 
pal auditorium, San Pedro Play- 
house and other city-owned public 
gathering piaces. Wildenstein has 
held the post for 26 years. 


Kenyon, 


| N. Lf 


| pointed shortly. 

Eisenhower could not be reached 
for comment last week and Arnaud 
was said to be away on vacation. 
Another official of the university 
admitted that nothing had been 
done about appointing a finance 
committee. The university admin- 
istration just hadn't gotten around 
to it, he indicated. Rodgers, 
reached at his home at Fairfield. 
'Conn., explained that, until funds 
‘for the project are raised, his com- 
mittee can do nothing. 


} . 

| Longhair Shorts 

| Herva Nelli, who sang in Arturo 
Toscanini’s last two NBC Symph 
opera presentations, approached by 
Gabriel Pascal to do “I! Trovatore” 
in Italian film Gladys Swarth- 
out and gawrence Tibbett sang at 
the International Business Ma- 
chine convention in Endicott, N.Y.. 


last week Yves Chardon, as- 
sociate conductor of Minneapolis 
Symph, resigned to do a South 


American tour Will conduct 19 
concerts with Havana Philharmonic 

Jean Watson re-engaged by 
Covent Garden Opera Co. for 1949- 
50 season Claudio Arrau, who 
played in the Lewisohn Stadium. 
last week, decorated 
by Minister of Education of his 
native Chile. 


$8,000,000 Grant 


Biz Good to Smash on Silo Circuit: 





‘Peinny’ Pretty 10/56, A.C; ‘Gay’ OK 


Atlantic City, July 19. 

“Pretty Penny” racked up nice 
$10,500 last week at the Ocean 
playhouse at Steel Pier, best there 
this season. Would have been held 
over if deal had been possible. 

Show closed in exiting from pier 
theatre. Fixing is due, with a 
possible eye to Broadway. “Light 
Up the Sky,” with Vivian Blaine, 
opens tonight (19). 

Producer Bob Courtney is work- 
ing hard to put summer legit over. 
He has moved boxoffice directly to 
the boardwalk and maneuvered so 
that there is a private entrance to 
theatre Announcements of show 
are also being made at vaudeville 
and other spots 

Courtney told the Boardwalk 
Assn., comprised of businessmen 
here with stores on the walk, that 


the next two weeks would decide 
the fate of summer legit in the 
resort. Courtney admits that the 
first two shows brought into the 
Ocean playhouse, “Burlesque” with 
Bert Lahr and Edward Everett 
Horton in “Present Laughter.” 
lost money but said that “Pretty 
Penny,” a revue, played to such 
large audiences _ that Leonard 
Fields, the producer, had gone to 
New York to bring his’ backers 
here to see the results. 

The Assn.’s members pledged 


themselves to two tickets per week 
at a minimum and will start a pub- 
lic subscription campaign. 


Francis-‘Gay’ $5,300 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 19. 

The Berkshire playhouse, in its 
14th season under the operation of 
William Miles, did smash biz last 
week with Kay Francis in “Let Us 
Be Gay.” The 446-seater did $5.300 
for eight performances with tickets 
scaled at $1.20-$2.94. Towards the 
weekend the management took out 
ads advising that the house was 
sold out. 

Current is “The Heiress,” with 
Francesca Bruning in the title role. 
Churchill ‘Story’ $7,200 
Saratoga Springs, July 19. 
Jeffrey Lynn and Sarah Church- 
ill continue to rack up sock grosses 
in “The Philadelphia Story.” Team 
appeared at the Spa theatre here 
last week and did SRO business 
every performance, grossing $7,200 
for the week. Date here was the 

‘third of 10 bookings. 

Estelle Winwood, in “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” is cur- 
rent. 


Lambertville Builds 
Lambertville, N. J., July 19. 

Music circus last week built 
strongly over opening stanza with 
“The Chocolate Soldier” starring 
Wilbur Evans and Susanna Foster. 

Rain on opening performance of 
bill Tuesday (12) dented take 
slightly, with subsequent showings 
stronger. ‘Weekend showed marked 
improvement for estimated $5,500 
at $3 top. No daily review cover- 
age as yet from Philly papers, but 
both Inquirer and Bulletin have 
given ample feature space to novel 
arena type staging under canvas. 

“Naughty Marietta” is opening 
tonight and playing through Sun- 
dav with ”Rosalinda” and ‘“Vaga- 
bond King” set to follow. 


‘Florence R ed’s Sock Biz 
New Hope, July 19. 

Florence Reed garnered the best 
local notices of season last week 
(M1) in “The Circle” for Bucks 
County Playhouse. It was sixth bill 
of the summer. Except for few 
empty seats opening night the SRO 
sign was on display. 

A strong cast including Oswalt 
Marshall, Eleanor Wilson. Tod 
Andrews, J. W. Austin, Amthony 
Kemble-Cooper and Ruth White, 
were In support of the star in the 
Maugham lassie. Henry Jones 
staged. 

_ This week “rnest Truex is star- 
ring in “Ah, Wilderness!” with 
spouse Sylvia Field featured. Haila 
| Stoddard and Mary Wickes are fea- 
tured in “The Torchbearers” week 
of July 25. 

Overflow from Playhouse is 
benefiting Lambertville, N.  J., 
Music Circus across the river. 


Chi-Area Haylofts Going OK 

Chicago, July 19. 
; Strawhatters are going full pace 
in this area, with okay weather and 
lack of legiters in Chicago contri- 
buting to near-full houses nitely. 
Chevy Chase theatre, at the old 
Bon Air country club, opens to- 
night (19), with Peggy Ann Garner 
as lead in “Peg O My Heart.” and 
runs to Sunday eve (24). July 26- 
31 presents Nina Foch in “Light 

Up The Sky.” 

Bellyfry Players, Lake Geneva. 
Wisc., will do an original play, 
Che Candlestick Player,” by Chi- 
;cago radio writer John T. Kelley, 


July 21-30. Tenthouse theatre 
Highland Park, has “The Royaj 
Family” by George S. Kaufman 


and Edna Ferber as their next 
Dairyland Players, Luzern Gar. 
dens, Lake Geneva, Wisc., have 


“Three’s a Family” coming up July 
22, followed by “Potash and Peri. 
mutter,” July 29. Barnum Sand 
Dunes theatre, Michiana Shores 
will offer ‘The Glass Menagerie” 
July 22 as its third production. 
Carol Bruce—‘Lady’ at Guilford 
Guilford, Conn., July 19 
Producer Lewis Harmon last 
week successfully launched a 
doubleheader of “‘firsts’” when he 
presented Carol Bruce's strawhat 
debut in the first cowbarn produe- 


tion of “‘Lady in the Dark.” 

Put on at his Chapel Playhouse 
here last week (11-16). show was 
well handled in view of limited fa- 
cilities. Miss Bruce offered a 
creditable performance in_ the 


lengthy (Gertrude Lawrence orig- 
inal) role. 
Biz was exceptionally good 


New Conn. Theatre in 3d Week 

North Haven, Conn., July 19 

Broadway Playhouse, newest 
strawhat hereabouts, enters’ third 
week (19-23) of ®s initial season 
with “Angel Street.” Operation is 
headed by William Cullen, with 
Frank T. Gilloran, business man- 
ager;, William Ayres, stage man- 
ager; Patience Perry, scene de- 
signer; Leo Wixman, assistant 
stage manager; Allen’ Sanford, 
p.a.; Laurel Baust, boxoffice. 

Top resident members of cast 
are Edith Sherman, Lawrence 
Ryle, Edith Fisk, Michael M. Cain. 

Tallu’s $14,400 Gross 
Marblehead, Mass., July 19. 

Tallulah Bankhead opened the 
season here July 11 at North Shore 
playhouse in “Private Lives,” fin- 
ishing the run Saturday (16) with 
an estimated $14,400 in the till. 
This is biggest gross racked up by 
theatre in seven years and tops 
previous Gertrude Lawrence high 
by $2,000. 

Basil Rathbone in “The Heiress” 
is current. 

Bergner’s 7G in Long Beach 
Long Beach, N. Y., July 19. 
Crest theatre, 675-seater here, 
grossed an estimated $7,000 for 
eight performances of ‘Amphi- 
tryon “38” with Elisabeth Bergner. 
House is switching to nine per- 
formances a week with its current 

attraction, “Light Up the Sky.” 

Sam Levene heads the cast of 
“Sky.” 


‘Earnest’ $6,500 in D. C. 
Washington. July 19. 

Estelle Winwood and John Buck- 
master in “The Importance of Be- 
ing Ernest,’ brought in $6,500 for 
the week at Meridian Hill, not bad 
considering the outdoor theatre 
lost two nights on account of rain. 

Buster Keaton in ‘“‘Three Men on 
a Horse” is current. 


Horton ‘Laughter’ OK in D.C. 

Olney, Md., July 19. 
Washington's hunger for legiti- 
mate theatre, plus drawing power 
of Edward Everett Horton, enabled 
the Olney theatre to ring up the 
most profitable week it has yet 


_had. Play is “Present Laughter.” 


Advance sale for the Hartmans 
in a new musical, “Up to Now, 
which opefis tonight (19), promises 
another good week. 


Canadian Strawhats Mushroom 

Toronto, July 19. 
With decision of Ernest Rawley 
to drop this season his eight-year 
consecutive series of summer thea- 
tre at the Royal Alexandra here, 
strawhat groups within easy motor- 
ing distance of Toronto have amaz- 


(ingly mushroomed. 


Rawley, manager of the Royal, 
had in past seasons—in a partner- 
ship deal with the late Frank Mc- 
Coy, and later in three seasons on 
his own—sparked a policy of guest- 
star appearances in straight plays 
and also musical revivals using 
casts of 60-70 persons. : 

Of the Toronto area silo circuit, 
the most important are Equity- 
franchised. These include the 
Peterborough Players. with Bram- 
well Fletcher and Margaret Feury, 
opened July 11 with “Angel 
Street.” 

Another Equity-franchised troupe 
is the Red Barn Players at Jack- 
son’s Point presented ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ last week. 

Novelty situation obtains at the 
Brant Inn, where customers. after 
seeing the Midland Players under 


direction of Jack Blacklock. move 


' 


to the Lido Deck for dancing a” 
drinks ; 
Blacklock also has another Mid- 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Justice Dept. Gives Derwent 100%, 


Clean Bill; Disgruntled Extremist — CREATE TI 


May Have Put Finger on Equity Prez 


Clarence Derwent, Actors 
Equity president, has been given 
a clean bill of health by the De- 
partment of Justice, on whose 
orders he was detained and 
questioned for six hours Sunday 
(17) by immigration authorities 
at LaGuardia Airport, N. Y. The 
actor was cleared of any sus- 
picion at a hearing yesterday 
(Tues.) by Harold W. Ramsey, 
immigration inspector. 

It was indicated that the ques- 
tioning was a “routine” pro- 
cedure after receipt of a letter, 
apparently from a crank, charg- 
ing Derwent with leftist affilia- 
tions. 

Theatrical circles were bewild- 
ered over the case of Clarence 
Derwent, who was detained by 
immigration authorities upon his 
return to New York from FEu- 
rope. Among those who know him 
and his record as_ president of 
Actors Equity, there’s no question 








Ee 





Equity Incensed 
The Government's handling 
of the Derwent case was called 
a ‘scandalous affair” in a pro- 
test sent to President Truman 
yesterday (Tues.) by Actors 
Equity and Chorus’ Equity. 
The message cited the “casual” 
way the actor was informed 
that “there never had been any 
charges against him” and as- 
serted the action was “not in 
any way an ample or sufficient 
vindication.” 
The President was asked to 
order a public hearing and 
“full report” on the case. 





= 





of his possible Communist affilia- 
tion or sympathies. The puzzle is 
what could have been behind the 
situation. 

Although everyone in the theatre 
was at a loss for an explanation 
it's indicated that someone tried to 
put the finger on the noted actor- 
director. Whether such a thing, if 

(Continued on page 51) 


Hildegarde’s 607, 
Strawhat Date 


Marblehead, Mass., July 19. 
Hildegarde goes into the North 
Shore playhouse here Monday 
(25) as a one-woman show with 
only a band for accompaniment. 
Singer's deal with the theatre calls 
for 60% of the gross, which from 





+ 


all indications will probably give | 


her about $8,000 for the week. 
The theatre’s capacity is $15,000 
and it’s expected, with a terrific 
advance sale already racked up, 
that the show will be a sellout. 
Chanteuse actually will do an 
elaborated version of her nitery 


routines with Salvatore Gioe’s 
band. 





Ex-Wife Sues Wm. Eythe 
In $2,500 Alimony Default 


Motign for judgment by default 
ge be heard tomorrow ‘Thurs.) 
nN. Y. city court of a suit for 
$2,500 brought by Buff Cobb 
mn her former husband, Wil- 
ec Eythe, actor and co-producer 
M Lend an Ear.” at the Broad 
a N. Y. Claim represents 
'mony that was to have been 
— within six weeks after Broad 
mon Opening of the revue. Sum- 
; i Issued June 24 was answer- 
mad in 10 days, but Eythe has not 
rn th any legal reply. Actor planed 
e Coast over the weekend on 
Co, week vacation from “Ear.” 
in ree were divorced in Chicago 
‘ ruary, 1948. and a year later 
8S Cobb married Myron Wal- 


ace, a non- ro Sh . es 
in Chicago. pro. es now living 








‘Skating Playwright’ 
Has 3 Plays in Prod. 

Ken Parker, the “skating play- 
wright,” will have three differeni 
plays in production next month. 
“There’s Always a Murder” will be 
presented Aug. 17 at Dixfield, Me. 
“Yours Till Yesterday” will be 
done at Wellesley College summer 
theatre, and “Four Flights Up” is 
scheduled to go into rehearsal for a 
tour by Independent Theatrical 
Enterprises. 

Author is a skater in ‘Howdy, 
Mr. Iee of 1959,” at the Center 
theatre, N. Y. 


Membership Veto 
Of Council Gets 
Equity Brushoff 


Pending a full report from the 
constitutional review committee, 
Actors Equity has voted down an 
amendment giving the member- 
ship power to overrule decisions 
of the union’s council. However, 
the turndown is not figured as in- 
dicating membership opposition to 
the idea, but merely a willingness 
to let the matter ride until the 
special committee on the subject 
can study it and make a recom- 
mendation. Latter is not expected 
for many months. 

Amendment giving officers the 
right to vote at council meetings 
was recently adopted by the mem- 
bership. Matter was first raised at 
a membership meeting last spring, 
when it was pointed out that offi- 
cers did not actually have such 
power under the union's constitu- 
tion. Amendment giving them the 
right to vote was defeated at that 
time, but the recent approval re- 
verses that previous nix. 

Under the new setup, all officers 
present at council meetings may 
vote, except the president, who 
may cast a ballot only in case of 
a tie. 


Englund-Chaney Split 
Splits ‘He & She’; Revue 
Indefinitely Postponed 


Production of “He and She,” the 
Ken Englund-Ogden Nash-Vernon 
Duke revue, which was slated for 
early fall, is indefinitely postponed. 
Stewart Chaney, who was to have 
co-produced = with sketch - writer 
Englund, has withdrawn, and all 
financing is being returned. Eng- 
lund is at present on the Coast, dis- 
cussing a film scripting assignment 
with Leo McCarey. 

Collapse of the undertaking 
came when Chaney and Englund 
disagreed over financing and pro- 
duction plans. John Shubert, who 
was to have supplied $55.000 and 
been general manager of the show, 
is standing by, but with Chaney 
no longer involved, Englund must 
raise the entire balance of $110,000. 








‘Roberts’ to Tour 20 
Cities After Chicago 
Chicago, July 19. 
“Mr. Roberts,” currently at Er- 
langer theatre, will tour over 20 
cities, after its Chi departure in 
late September, with company 
playing two three-weekers and 
three two-frame bookings. 
Kansas City will be the farthest 
booking west. 


Ted Shawn's Jacobs Pillow 
Dance Festival, at Lee, a. 
swinging into its third weekend, 
reports bigger business than last 


year. 


., MGRS. KEEP SAME AUTHOR TERMS 





CHANGES M 





Despite the recent outlawing of 
the Dramatists Guild’s minimum 
agreement managers are 
showing no 


basic 
indication of 
io revise terms In new 


Not a single 


aulhors 
production contracts 


‘USA” Holds Over In 


such case has been reported ‘hi . ; 1" 
ve / 
Moreover. several ranking man ( hi for ( om ention Biz 
agers, including those who have re : Chicago July ded 
been most critical of the basic Inside USA Arthur Schwartz 
agreement in the past, have re musical with Bea Lillie and Jack 


Haley, stavs on at Shubert theatre 
contrary to closing notice posted 
last week 

Last-minute stavover is an effort 
to boost steadily slumping biz by 
playing to the 100,000 Shriners 
convened here and the National 
Jewelers convention next week 


cently been reported as expressing 
approval of the existing terms for 
authors. 

At a meeting of the Committee 
of Theatrical Producers recently, 
Max Gordon declared he would 
not think of trying to change the 


over a year, 


The proposed Rodgers-Hammer 
Stein production of “The Happy 
Time,” Samuel Taylor's adaptation 
of Robert Fontaine’s novel, de- 
pends on finding a suitable boy of 
11-13 to play the leading role. 


prevailing terms in any new pro- 
duction contracts he may sign. The 
basic contract is sound, he told 
those’ _ present Although there k 4 d k 
may be specific clauses that in ye Ca S Or 
dividual managers may object to, 
any breakdown of the existing set- 6 ° 9 
up might create a chaotic situation, 
he warned. So. Pacific Co. 
Brock Pemberton, who with Gor- 
don has objected to the basic * 
agreement in the past, has also Tourin Next Yr 
told associates he intends abiding g > 
by the existing author terms con- 
tained in the now-illegal pact. He, Although a second company of 
too, noted that ey rity = “South Pacifie’ will not be pro- 
specific terms would run the ris : ‘ re 
of breaking down the whole struc- Guces fos Richard 
ture of manager-author relations. | Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
heshiiiin Abaaibaunead 2d, are already looking for the 
Their wiiicite aia es — i gsi < play — 
ars arts created by Mary Martin ;: 
more or less unanimously held by Ezio Pinza. Auditions svahaiiiy 
all established managements. Al-| won't be held until late next spring 
though Yssore all Re ag oy hee or early next summer, however. 
certain advantages might be gainec 
by modification of individual as- | 
pects of the regular pact, they fig 
ure that if the whole agreement 
were to collapse, the resulting con- 
fusion might be even worse for 
producers than for authors. 
It's pointed out that in case of ane 
a general breakdown of the regu- > fe "yore 
lar setup, all existing contracts 20th’s Lightnin Rights 
might be nullified. That would ad- = i 
mittedly hit authors, but it would P | d Fil | 
be ruinous for managements. Since rec udes musica 
copyright of all plays is in the! Pl f B’ T 
author's name, the management | ans [or Way uner 
would have no legal ownership in| Hollywood. Julv 19. 
ee p< of | Although 20th-Fox still owns the 
the basic agreement, the Guild no S¢reen rights to the Frank Bacon- 
longer has power to enforce con-' Winchell Smith play, “Lightnin’,” 
tractual terms. It has issued an the studio will have no rights in 
gen AE the musical version, which Robert 
but retaining the same minimum A 0d id a ae 
royalty provisions and other stand- ducer John Golden sold the origi- 
ard terms. Observance is on a vol-| nal play to 20th there was a clause 
— ‘ene i) he till in the deal exempting the picture 
setae ge a neg m on “ts rights for a possible future musical 
sale . edition. 
appeal the court’s nix of the basic 
agreement, although it’s expected ti Redd, + ho petaclgy Regret 
PO AES : ; sht= ion on the property, is try a) 
en. er a get Frank Loesser to compose the 
music. He would like to have either 
MAJOR PARTS CAST Walter Huston or Walter Brennan 
’ for the leading part created by 
FOR ‘MONTSERRAT Bacon, and is thinking of John C. 
Wilson to direct. Samuel French 
With the signing of Steven Hill negotiated the option deal with 
for the title role, Kermit Bloom- Golden. 
garden has vitrually completed | —_—— — 
casting of his and Gilbert Miller's a i 
roduction of “Montserrat.” Hill, D b Fla § k 
a drew attention last a au eny, mm tic ing 
his performance of the _ hillbilly T L d f All T 
woldier-husband. in “Sundown 10 London for All tryouts 
Beach,” has been given a year’s London, July 12. 
leave of absence by Metro to ap- ee : ve 
pear in the Lillian Hellman adap- lower production 
tation of the Emanuel Robles Costs, serve as the 
drama. testing ground for new plays un- 
Others set for the play include der the auspices of the new Donald 
Emlyn Williams, Reinhold Schun- J. Flamm-Peter Daubeny partner- 
zel, Francis Compton, David Hoff- ship. First play by the new combo 
man and Vivian Firko. Two minor is “The Late Edwina Black,” which 
male parts remain to be cast. The was warmly received at its West 
show goes into rehearsal Sept. 12 End opening last week. Flamm is 
under Miss Hellman’s direction. It now aiming to debut it on Broad- 
will play two weeks in Philadelphia way before end of the year. Some 
starting Oct. 10 and is due the revision of the play will be nec- 
week of Oct. 24 at an undetermined essary before it moves to Broad- 
Broadway house. way and Flamm is returning to 
Dnsina ed New York in September to look 
2 Guild Shows for Columbus around for star names. 
Columbus, O.. July 19. Decision to try out in London 
Two Theatre Guild productions 4. taken because, according to 
have been scheduled for i. ose Flamm, production costs here are 
son etre sclera be and @bout one-quarter of what they 
ane Lig as are ‘n New York. The combo is 
The Guild opened subscription working on a strictly 50-50 basis, 
sales coincident with this announce- With the Flamm contribution being 
ment. : paid in doilars, ‘ 


Because of 
London will 





CHT ‘New York Municipal Control Seen 
MOI Necessary Should Theatreowners 
Give Up Ticket Control to Prods. 


trying —— -* Any 


effective reform of the 
Broadway theatre ticket 
tion setup will have to involve en- 
forcement by New York City, in 
the opinion of some of the leading 
producers. The idea is that, if con 
trol of tickets is taken from thea- 
treowners and given to producers, 
as has been proposed, a degree of 
supervision by municipal authori 
ties will be needed. 


distribu- 


According to latest indications, 
John M. Murtagh, New York City 
commissioner of investigation, has 
given up the idea of eliminating 
all brokers and setting up a cen 
tral cooperative ticket office He 
has said that there is room for 
only about 30-35 brokers, but ap 
parently he has found only luke 
warm interest among producers in 
the idea of a central ticket office. 

Since the commissioner's meet 
ing with the Committee of The 
atrical Producers several weeks 
ago, he has gone ahead with plans 
for legislation to license boxoffice 
emplovees. He has also begun 
agitating for producer control of 
tickets. It is in the latter con- 
nection that some producers see 
the need for enforcement by the 
city. 

To bring about real producer 
control of tickets, it’s pointed out, 
the employment of boxoffice men 
would have to be transferred from 
the theatreowners. On the surface 
that would be a relatively simple 
matter, as the theatre rental terms 
could be adjusted to cover the add- 
ed salary item on the producer's 
payroll. 

However, it’s pointed out that 
whereas theatreowners are a rela- 
tively static group, generally op- 
erating the same houses over a 
period of years, people enter and 
leave the producer field in an ever- 
changing pattern. While some pro- 
ducers are consistently active over 
long periods, others have little ex- 
perience in the field and know 
practically nothing of the com- 
plexities of ticket distribution. 

Transfer of Ticket Control 

Therefore, it’s argued. the trans- 
fer of ticket control from the thea- 
treowner to the producer might 
lead to much worse conditions in 
some cases than now exist. So 


(Continued on page 50) 


Party Agents Get 
Murtagh Gander 


John M. Murtagh, New York 
City commissioner of investigation, 
has now expanded his probe of 
theatre ticket-scalping to include 
theatre party agents. His represen- 
tatives last week began inquiring 
into the operations of the benefit 
party setup. However, there has 
been no announcement of the move 
and the party agents’ books and 
records have not been subpoenaed. 

According to members of the 
commissioner’s staff, 11 party 
agents are licensed as brokers, but 
others active in the field are unli- 
censed. It is stated that the law re- 
quires that all individuals or firms 
selling theatre tickets at a premium 
to be licensed. It’s also understood 
that there may be a question of the 
legality of the amount of mark-up 
on many theatre benefit bookings. 








N. Y. Bus Strike Snags 
Salmaggi Opera Sked 


Performance of “Cavalleria Rus- 
ticana” and “Pagliacci,” which was 
to take place at Triborough Sta- 
dium, Randalls Island, N. Y., Sat- 
urday (16), was postponed, due to 
the N. Y. bus strike. Impresario 
Alfredo Salmaggi figures that vir- 
tually 75% of the opera patrons 
come by bus. 

Performance, with the same cast, 
will be given Saturday (23), if the 
strike is settled by then. 
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Strawhat Tryouts Reach New Peak, 
With 73 So Far Set for Season 


With reports still coming in from? 


cummer theatres, the number of 
iryouts scheduled for the season 
has reached what is believed to be 
a record—73 so far. These are 
not limited to Equity houses only 
Of the 249 barns tabulated by 
Variety, 129 are known to be fly- 
ing Equity banners. 
In the past two weeks nine new 
plays have been announced for 
showcasing in rustic houses. Of 
these, three have aiready been put 
Philip King’s “See How They 
and “Home, James’ were of- 
respectively, at the Lake- 
theatre, Skowhegan, Me., 
and the Wareham (Mass.) play- 
house last week. The week of 
July 4 offered a tryout of Eugina 
Merrill’s ““My Girl Trouble” at the 
lauvelt theatre, Greenbush, N. Y. 
The initial production of ‘House 
Park Avenue” began a week’s 
the East Northport (L. IL.) 
The Bar Har- 


on 
Run” 
fered, 
wood 


on 
run at 
playhouse, July 16. 


bor (Me.) playhouse is testing 
Polly Leavitt’s ‘Cry Out in the 
Night” this week. “The Frozen 
Web,” by Lowell Brentano and 
Will Oursler, formerly called 


“Queen Bee,” will be put on at the 
Lakewood, Skowhegan, week of 
Aug. 8. Hilltop theatre, Luther- 
ville, Md., will offer “Saturday,” 
new musical with book by Doro- 
thy Los Tina and words and mu- 
sic by George Wood, week of Aug. 
25 

The Westport (Conn.) playhouse 
will present Emlyn Williams’ 
adaptation of “A Month in the 
Country” the week of Aug. 1. Ruth 
Gordon will star in the production, 
done in London several seasons ago. 
Her husband, Garson Kanin, will 
direct. If successful, the play will 
be brought to Broadway under 
auspices of the Westport Country 
Playhouse. Marjorie and Sherman 
Ewing also have their sights peeled 
for a Broadway production ot 
Julia Wiggins Brinkman’s ‘“‘Keep- 
ers of the House,” which they have 
under option. The work will be 
tried out at the Barter theatre, 
Abingdon, Va., July 25. 


ROBT. FONTAINE’S BOOK 





DRAMATIZED BY TAYLOR 


Springfield, Mass. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


In your Inside Legit recently 
you mention the next Rodgers- 


Hammerstein production as 


a number of times, baffles Mr 


Robert Fontaine. 

Mir. 
best-selling novel, 
Time,” which 
successfully in England and 


“The 


in Sweden, 
This novel 


being made 
and Spain. 
the 


partially printed in 


Digest 
State Department on 


azines, pirated in South 
and smuggled into the Ukraine. 


I mention this because Mr. Fon- ly 
is rather well known 
about this shaky world and, as well 
known, except to VARIETY, is the 
dramatic 
version is based on Mr. Fontaine's 
dra- 


taine’s book 


fact that Mr. Taylor’s 


book. Mr. Fontaine’s own 
matic version having been held by 


Leland Hayward for a couple of 


years. 


Mr. Fontaine is also the author 


of a current Trans-Canada network 
half-hour dramatic version of “The 
which is now in its 
70th week across Canada, starring 
well-known Canadian and French- 


Happy Time,” 


Canadian players, such as Albert 


Miller and Ginette Latondale. This 
radio version, incidentally, includes 


a popular song composed weekly 
by Mr. Fontaine’s father, Louis A. 
Fontaine, a one-time conductor in 


the pit for various Keith vaudeville 
houses and the original Papa of 


“The Happy Time.” 
Mr. Fontaine, himself, is a self- 
effacing, closing-act character, and 


would be mortified no end if he 


knew about this letter. I hope you 
will keep it as closely guarded a 
secret as his authorship of “The 
Happy Time.” 

. Robert Fontaine. 


Sam 
Taylor’s “The Happy Time.” Tech- 
nically correct, I suppose, this in- 
adequate note, which has appeared 


Fontaine is the author of a 
Happy 
was also published 
for 
which publishing arrangements are 
Germany 
was con- a 
densed by Omnibook and Liberty, 
Reader's 
in both English and Span- 
ish, broadcast in toto over the NBC 
network, dramatized in parts over 
BBC, reprinted in sections by the 
Occupied 
Germany, abridged in British mag- 
America 





Newest Chi Strawhat 





Starts Off in Black 


Chicago, July 19. 

Chevy Chase theatre, newest of 
strawhat theatres in Chi area and 
only one here that’s headlining top- 
salaried stage and film names, 
finished its first week of operations 
somewhat in the black. Group fea- 
tured Buster Keaton in “Three 
Me On a Horse” July 12-17 and 
while notices were generally n.s.g., 
there were turnaways from the 
Sat. (16) performance despite 110 
extra chairs installed for the eve- 
ning. First week grossed around 
$4.900, slightly over the break-even 
figure. 

Chevy Chase is housed in the 
old Bon Air Country Club, with a 
seating capacity of 675. House is 
scaled from $1.50 to $3, including 


tax, with performances Tues. 
through Sunday. i 
Producer Marshall Migatz has 


lined up eight plays for the season. 
Peggy Ann Garner opened last 
night (19) in “Peg O’ My Heart,” 
with Nina Foch, Mady Christians, 
Signe Hasso, Buddy Ebsen, and 
Tom Drake and Haila Stoddard 
slated for later appearances. Resi- 
dent company includes Paula Lau- 
rence, Buff Cobb, Martin Kingsley, 
Will Kuluva and Otis Bigelow. 
Richard Barr is directing and Ed 
Collins is stage manager. 


Bway Shows Cut 
Budgets on Ads 


, Tendency among managements 
appears to be to curtail space in 
the alphabetical show listings in 
the New York dailies. According 
to various offices queried on the 
matter, the idea is simply to re- 
duce the advertising budget, in 


line with the prevailing drive for 
economy tn operation 

For many shows, the decreased 
space amounts to around $100-$300 
a week, spread over all nine dail- 
ies. In some cases the reduction 
is effected by condensing the copy 
and using less white space. In 
others, the actual text is edited to 
eliminate critical quotes and any 
“expendible” billing. 

Thus the. trend is apparently 

toward a return to the original 
purpose of the alphabetical listings 
—that is, to serve as an inexpen- 
sive directory of the current 
Broadway shows. Where there are 
special announcements, including 
ballyhoo of quotes, special per- 
formances, boxoffice scale reduc- 
tions and the like, display ads are 
generally used. But. in line with 
the economy drive, even the dis- 
play ads are usually smaller than 
few seasons ago. 
Of the alphabetical ads in last 
week's dailies, only seven included 
critical quotes, one gave producer 
billing, and the only one involving 
any sort of complicated makeup 
was the pre-opening announcement 
for “Miss Liberty.” Significantly, 
the simplest and most direct copy 
was in the ad for the top smash hit, 
“South Pacific.” It contained mere- 
the names of the stars, Mary 
Martin and Ezio Pinza, plus men- 
tion of the Critics’ Award, the title 
of the show, name of the theatre 
and curtain times. Co-producers 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, don’t even take au- 
thor billing 

In the 16 ads. there were 10 ac- 
tors given star billing. Only per- 
son to get double billing was Elia 
Kazan, as director of “A Streetear 
Named Desire” and having done 
the production of “Death of a 
Salesman.” In his case, as in all 
the others, those getting billing are 
guaranteed it in their contracts. 
Under present business conditions 
managements don’t give any ad- 
billing unless contractually com- 
mitted. 

It's estimated that, on the basis 
of nine New York dailies, a single 
line of amusement-ad copy 
amounts to about $100 a week, in- 
cluding Sunday.-Figuring that all 
15 shows have trimmed the space 
of their alphabetical ads an aver- 
age of one line each, the reduction 
amounts to around $1,500 a week. 
The weekly ad budget for most 
shows is understood to run about 
$1,000-$1,500 at present, 


Indpls, Operettas In 
Union Co-op Operation 


Indianapolis, July 19. 

“Sweethearts,” first of two oper- 
ettas to be presented here this 
summer on unusual cooperative 
basis involving unions, opened at 
racetrack grandstand in State Fair- 
grounds Sunday (17). 

As finally organized, stagehand 
and musician representatives are 
among incorporators, officers and 
directors of Indianapolis Operetta 
Associates, Inc., sponsoring organi- 
zation. They have agreed to fore- 
go their pay until coritributors of 
initial operating fund are reim- 
bursed from first boxoffice receipts. 
Debt amounts to about $11,000. 
Unions and others will get paid in 
full if gross approximates $25,000, 
otherwise participants in coopera- 
tive deal will share proportionately. 

Mel Ross, manager of Murat, 
legit house, during winter season, 
is general manager of “Starlight 
Musicals,” as series is styled. 


——_—___, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Variety's recent story on cancellation of “High Button Shoes” 
Buffalo, and substitution of Rochester instead for the engageme 
has kicked up a tempest in Buffalo legit circles. 
“Stage in Buffalo Is Too Often Bare—What’s To Be Done,” Mary Nn 
drama editor of the Buffalo Evening News, commented on Varirp 


in 
nt, 
Under the heading 
ash, 
TY’s 


story and quoted a letter to her from an irate theatregoer—one Henpj 
H. Ellis—who sent the clipping to her inquiring “Just what is the matter 


with our city?” 


Commenting on the fact that “Allegro,” “Carousel,” “Play’s the 
Thing” and “Medea,” all announced for the Erlanger here last season 
with all cancelling Buffalo out, Miss Nash quoted the Ellis letter_ 
“there certainly is something wrong and something ought to be done 
about it’”—and added her own comment: “‘we agree.” 


Although Hume Cronyn has talked with Gilbert Miller about a pos- 
sible co-production deal on “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep,” the Elaine 
Ryan adaptation of the Ludwig Bemelmans novel, he has reached no 
agreement with him or any other management. Idea was to do the play 


in the east, with Basil 


Rathbone starred. 


Cronyn is testing the show 


this week on the Coast, directing it himself and with his wife, Jessieg 


Tandy, as femme lead. 





























Ticket Control 


Continued from page 49 Qo 


some official supervision by an 
agency with real authority is fig- 
ured essential 

When members of the CTP sug- 
gested the plan to licegwse boxoffice 
men, Murtagh replied that in prin- 
ciple he is opposed to increased 
government control of business, 
and expressed the hope that the 
theatre should clean up its own 
house before calling in the city 
to control the situation. He em- 











| phasized, however, that unless the 
| theatre solved 


the ticket-scalping 
problem the city was determined 
to take the necessary steps to do 
so, in order to protect the public. 

Since that meeting, several CTP 
members have said they do not 
share the commissioner’s fear of 
official encroachment on _ private 
enterprise in this instance. They 
believe that no question of artistic 
control would be’ involved, but that 
supervision by a permanent au- 
thority with powers of enforce- 
ment is a necessary part of ticket 
reform. 

In connection with an investiga- 


tion of the ticket sale for “Miss 
Liberty,” the commissioner on 
Monday (18) characterized most 
brekers as “chiselers” and “riff- 


raff’” who are “only interested in 
making a smart dollar.” He indi- 
cated he was not satisfied with the 
explanation offered by William 
Goldhart, treasurer of the Imperial 
theatre, where “Miss Liberty” is 
playing, as to why many people 
who send mail orders weeks in ad- 
vance of the opening failed to re 
ceive tickets or any acknowledge- 
ment until only a day or two be- 
fore the preem. 

The day of the opening, co-pro- 
ducers Irving Berlin. Robert E. 
Sherwood and Moss Hart appeared 
at their own suggestion to discuss 
the matter with Murtagh. They 
explained that, because of the un- 
certainty as to the musical’s open- 
ing date, it had been impossible to 
fill many of the mail orders when 
they were received. Also, they 
noted, there was a shortage of help 
to handle the mail. Subsequently, 
Murtagh excoriated the Shuberts, 
owners of the theatre, for their 
“public-be-damned” attitude in not 
hiring extra employees to fill the 
orders 

The producers. as well as other 
managers who have commented on 
the situation, have expressed the 
highest praise for the way Murtagh 
is conducting the ticket probe. 
Hart called the investigation “the 
best thing that’s happened in the 
theatre in years,’ and others have 
made more or similar state- 
ments. 

Last week's action of the N. &. 
Yankees baseball management. in 
cutting off ticket allotments to all 
except the McBride and Tyson 
agencies, was revealed as having 
followed talks with Murtagh about 
a month ago. However, the man- 
agement said it had also been in- 
fluenced in taking the step by com- 
plaints about ticket distribution 
over a period of the last two years. 


less 


Murtagh praised the action and 
suggested that other sports pro- 
moters and theatrical managers 
might profitably follow a similar 
course. 

Bay Shore (N. Y.) playhouse, 


strawhat operated by George Corey 
and Leslie W. MacLeod, has been 
financed at $10,000, as a limited 
partnership. Producers are general 
partners and the backers are Wil- 
liam P. White, Jr., $2,000: Jean 
Sorel, $4,000, and G. R. Brown, 
1 $4,000. 


land Players troupe plying the 
Midland Curling Rink, 4,000-seater, 
in on an operating percentage deal 
with the chamber of commerce, 
latter guaranteeing any losses. 

International Players, playing 
the ballroom of the Hotel La Salle, 
iKngston last week presented “‘The 
Family Upstairs.” 

Holloway Bay Players at Crystal 
Beach, readying ‘Holiday,’ include 
Mack Inglis, Cosy Lee, Adrienne 
Walsh, Charles McBride, Bryn 


Morgan, Dave Harvey. Mack Inglis | 


is director. 

Meanwhile, Earle Grey, 
director of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., is presenting outdoor 
Shakespeare in the quadrangle of 
Trinity College, U. of Toronto. 


‘Milky Way’ OK in Detroit 
Detroit, July 19. 

“The Milky Way,” first play of 
the season at Will-O-Way Play- 
house, 300-seater in suburban 
Bloomfield Hills, drew good biz for 
the 12 nights it ran, ending Sunday 
(17). 

Will-O-Way runs each produc- 
tion two weeks. Policy has paid off 
since 1940, reports director Wil- 
liam Merrill. 

“Here Today,” with Minnie Jo 
Curtis, opens tonight (19). 

Theatre-in-Sky Dark 
Tampa, July 19. 

Theatre-in-the-Sky, Waynesville, 
N. C., will remain dark this sum- 
mer. Maurice Geoffrey, managing 
director of the theatre, noted that 
general business_ conditions 
prompted the action. 

Geoffrey is also director of the 
Tampa little theatre. 

Greenbush’s Winter Season 

Blauvelt, N. Y., July 19. 

Harry Rosen’s Greenbush sum- 
mer theatre here will begin a win- 
ter season Sept. 4. The dormi- 
tories, theatre, dining room and 
recreation hall are currently be- 
ing insulated. 

Playhouse will feature classes. 

Nyack’s Surprise 
Nyack, N. Y., July 19. 

The more orthodox strawhatters 
in the tall grass hereabouts are 
heading for a possible kick in the 
pants during parts of July and Au- 
gust when Rockland Summer 
Plays, presented by a merger of 
top-line pros ‘and _ handpicked 
neophytes, take over the Nyack 
high school for four productions. 
Alan H. Anderson (Maxwell's Jr.), 
is the director, with Clare Potter 
costume designer and Lucille Cor- 
cos, Robert Davision and Alwin 
Leber designing the sets. 

The advance sale has been good. 
from New York and New Jersey 
points, as well as local, with all 
tickets selling on a_ subscription 
basis only. Prices given for the 
entire series are, orchestra, $9.60, 
$7.20 and $5.40; balcony, $5.40; tax 
inclusive and no matinees. The 
proceeds go to the Rockland 
Foundation, Inc., headquarters for 
a cultural coterie of actors, artists, 
playwrights, newspapermen, etc., 
who reside within the community. 

Helen Hayes started the series in 
“The Glass Menagerie” last week 
with Julie Harris, Will Hare 
and Joe Sullivan in support. For 
this benefit showing Miss Hayes ac- 
cepted the Equity minimum of $50 
for two weeks’ rehearsals and three 
performances. Maxwell Ander- 
son’s “Joan of Lorraine,” with Bea- 
trice Straight and Peter Cookson 
heading the cast, is next scheduled. 
(July 29-30-31). A musical bill 
rounds out the series er 5 12-13- 
14) with “A Pocketful of Love,” 
dance opera composed and direct- 
ed by Julian Freedman and Eden 
Vale, and the Kurt Weill-Arnold 
Sundgard folk opera, ‘“‘Down in the 
Valley,” with Frank Baker, Raoul 





Nadeau and Martha Pierce, the 
singing principals. 
Chairmaned by Mrs. Maxwell 


Biz Good on Silos 


Continued from page 48 


drama 


‘legit in 21 


wl 


Anderson, the roster of sponsors 
who have hustled for the success of 
this project includes such as the 
Miiton Caniffs, Katharine Cornell, 
Paulette Goddard, the Oscar Ham- 
mersteins, 2d, the James A. Far- 
leys, the Marion Hargroves, Rex 
Harrison, Charles MacArthur, the 
Ben Hechts, Guthrie McClintock, 
surgess Meredith, Danton Walke:, 
Tennessee Williams, Carson Me- 
Cullers and the John M. Wrays. 








Strawhat Jottings 


Joan Blondell’s fee for the straw- 
hats is reported $2,000 or 50% of 
the gross When Chester Morris 
opened this summer in “Dark 
Tower,” it was his first taste of 
years... Worcester, 
Mass., is a center for the summer 
stocks, with seven within quick 
driving distance... ‘Philadelphia 
Story” never has been presented 
on the English stage, and Sarah 
Churchill, who’s touring it with 
Jeffrey Lynn, would like to do it 
across. the’ water Boylston, 
Mass., Television Theatre is be- 
lieved to be the first summer com- 
pany of its kind Donald Cook is 
touring with Tallulah Bankhead, 
but one of the Boston dailies ran 


an ad that said, “Tallulah Bank- 
head in ‘Private Lives’ With Don- 
ald Duck.” 


Ibsen’s “Doll House,” at Putnam 
county playhouse this week, has 
Jill Miller, who owns and manages 
this Mahopac, N. Y., theatre, in 
her only major acting appearance 
of the season, as Nora. 

Newest addition to the citron- 
ella circuit in the midwest, is the 
Linden Circle theatre, Linden ho- 
tel, Cedar Lake, Wisc. Group was 
formed out of a nucleus of U. of 
Wisconsin grads under direction 
of Gerald Hiken and James Bran- 
don, former members of Wisconsin 
Players, the campus drama group. 

On one hour's notice Holloway 
Bay Players at Sherkston, Ontario, 
cancelled their opening perform- 
ance of “Cradle Snatchers” and 
turned away several hundred per- 


sons due to severe blood poisoning 
-of Sherwood Lory and laryngitis of 


Corsey Lee, male and femme leads. 
“Springtime for Henry” is being 
substituted. 

Sunday night performances only 
will be offered for the summer 
season at Lucille Lortel’s newly 
organized White Barn Club theatre, 
Westport, Conn. Initial presenta- 
tion will be Garcia Lorea’s “The 
Love of Don Perlimplin” Sunday 
(24). Sidney Lumet will direct and 
Alexander Kirkland wil! supervise 
the production. ; 

With Dean Goodman's resigna- 
tion, productions at the Crandell 
theatre, N. Y., will be under su- 
pervision of Milton Lyon and Don- 
ald Wolin “The Traitor” will be 
offered at the Lakewood theatre, 
Skowhegan, Me., week of July 25 

In addition to her chores as 4 
member of the Crest theatre, Long 
Beach, N. Y., resident company, 
Lynda Temple is offering 4 series 
of skits at veteran’s hospital wards 
in the metropolitan area. 

Malcolm Atterbury, who 
ates the Playhouse, Albany. 
the fall and winter and 
appearing this summer 
wife, Ellen Hardies, at Harry L. 
Young’s Brattleboro, Vt. sum- 
mer theatre, is making tape 
recorded interviews with members 
of the company for broadcast he 
Elaine Drooz’s “On Stage Ovid 
WABY, Albany. Miss Drooz M1 
a series of lobby interviews wi : 
Atterbury and Playhouse patron 
last season. 

William Hunt’s summer stock 
season at the Rialto theatre, Ho 
ken, N. J., was financed at $7, 
on a limited partnership 
There were 12 investors, 
Hunt himself, who put 
largest single amount, $1, 
theatre, which opened June 
shuttered Saturday (16). 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VaRiety’s 
buxroffice estimates, for last week ‘(the seventh week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


umber of shows current 
Fotal weeks played so far 


by all shows 
Total gross for all current shows last week 
Total season’s gross so far all all shows 
Number of new productions so far 


This Last 
Season Season 

Rectan 15 17 
117 160 


$355.460 $358 800 
$$2.861.700 $3,307,600 
. 2 2 


ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring shows reported 


Total weeks played so far by all 


Total road gross reported last week 


Season's total road gross so far 


10 13 
93 
$350 500 


$2 .456.600 


$218.600 
$2 .073.400 


shows 








Derwent 100° | Clean 


Continued from page 49 ——_WW_____ 








true. might have been done by a 
crank, a disgruntled extremist in 
Equity or by someone anxious to 
discredit the union by smearing its 
president, is problematic. 

It's recalled, however, that when 
Rep. William Lambertson was mak- 
ing wholesale accusations of Com- 
munist infiltration in Equity some 
years ago, it was assumed that his 
material had been supplied by 
fanatics within the union. On the 
other hand, the fact that in the last 
year or so Derwent has taken a 
leading part in the Equity fight to 
end racial segregation in the the- 
atre in Washington may have been 
a factor in the present case. There 
has been bitter opposition to the 
anti-segregation policy by a minor- 
ity in the union. And while the 
opponents have not ovenly ex- 
pressed themselves much, it’s 
figured possible that someone may 
have quietly smeared the union 
president as a leftist. 

After strenuous effort in New 
York and Washington, Derwent 
was given a hearing yesterday. He 
had been questioned by Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Serv- 
ice officials on his arrival Sunday 
(17) at LaGuardia field, N. Y. It was 
learned that the actor was held on 
instructions from Washington, pre- 
sumably at the instigation of the 
Department of Justice. 

Derwent Nonplussed 

Derwent himself was non-plussed 
by the whole situation. Because 
he is an English citizen, he is un- 
derstood to have felt that it would 


be unbecoming of him to make a | 


peremptory demand for a_ public 
hearing or explanation. However, 
his position as Equity president 
made it imperative for him to 
clarify the situation, in the inter- 
ests of the union. 

Since he has never become a 
U. S. citizen, the actor has always 
felt that it would be unseemly for 
him to engage in any political ac- 
tivity in this country, or express 
any partisan opinion on American 
affairs. With the exception of the 
Washington segregation issue. 
which is a theatrical matter and 


became a matter of Equity policy. | 


he has 
position. 
‘Routine,’ Sez Washington 
Although the detention and 
questioning were described by 
Government officials as a matter 
of “routine.” it inevitably served 
as a reflection on Derwent’s name 
and character. For that reason. 
the actor sent a wire Monday (18) 
to attorney general Tom Clark 
stating, “In the interest of the 
American theatre, no less than my 
Own, I must 
plained mystery of my detention 
-.. be cleared up immediately and 
that I be informed if anything is 
charged against me.” 
Teembers of the Virginia State 
heatre production of “Hamlet.” 
pire which Derwent was returning 
D engagements at Elsinore, 
enmark, and before U. S. occu- 
troops in Germany, were 
‘lan ed and outraged at the situa- 
: : It was recalled that, as 
oa esman for the troupe in its 
rlous appearances, Derwent fre- 
quently criticized Soviet action. 
a thn’ occasion, for instance, after 
of the Die of a documentary film 
po mag achau Slaughter camp, the 
‘an eclared that the same things 
With th on in Russia today, only 
ments.” €- up-to-date “improve- 
hae nn uity president, Derwent 
al oe sined a policy regarded 
gime than’ liberal. Under Is re- 
faction rhe has been a minimum of 
Politics| Ism, particularly along 
time th grounds. At the same 
fine ite ; bomen has tended to con- 
ppd Clivities to matters of ac- 
Althou ployment and welfare. 
&n the president has never 
in Red-baitipg, he has 


always maintained that 





ask that the unex-' 











consistently opposed leftlwing ele- 
ments in the organization. 

During his questioning by au- 
thorities Sunday, he stated that he 
had already taken the non-Com- 
munist oath required of union of- 
ficers under the Taft-Hartley law, 
but was perfectly willing to take 
it again at any time He said he 
had never had any Communist af- 
filiations whatever and that the 
only organizations he belongs to 
are, besides Equity, the American 
National Theatre & Academy and 
The Lambs. He offered to answer 


questions ‘“‘on anything, at any 
time, anywhere.” 

A protest and demand for the 
Government to clear up _ the 


mystery was sent to President Tru- 
man by the international board of 
the Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, parent organization of 
Equity and other performer unions. 





Legit Bits 











“Madwoman of Chaillot’ goes 
into the Rovale, N. Y., when it re- 
sumes Aug. 22... During William 
Eythe’s vacation from ‘Lend an 
Ear” his part in the revue will be 
divided among several players 
Roger Stevens has announced a re- 
vival of “Twelfth Night” to open 
Sept. 12 on Broadway The 
|Maxwell Anderson- Kurt Weill 
adaptation of Alan Paton’s “Cry. 
the Beloved Country” will probably 
be produced under a different title. 

Contrary: to report, Jean Gilles- 
pie and Elizabeth Eustis are not 
summering in New Hope, Pa., but 
have returned from a visit there. 
Former plays the ingenue lead 
next week in “Yes, My Darling,” 
with Ann Harding, at the Cape 
playhouse, Dennis, Mass Press- 
agents Bill Doll and Dick Williams 
left this week to ballvhoo the Mae 
West engagement in “Diamond 
Lil” at Central City, Col., opening 
July 30. Doll then goes to the 
Coast to huddle with Ken Murray 
regarding the forthcoming Broad- 
way run of the comic's “Blackouts” 
vaude show. 

Harriet MacGibbon, in retire- 
ment on the Coast since appearing 
on Broadway in Elmer Rice's ‘Two 
on an Island.” the Fred Stone revi- 
val of “Lightin’ ” and ‘You Can't 
Take It with You.” has returned to 
New York to resume her career 
The Richard Rodgers have gone to 
East Hampton, L. I.. for a two- 
week vacation Sylvia Siegler, 
president of Show of the Month 
Club, is talking about forming a 
Hard-of-Hearing-Club to accommo- 
date patrons who insist they have 
to sit in the first row. 

Jed Harris, back from Europe 
last week, told friends he didn't 
think the Peggy Ashcroft-Ralph 
Richardson production of ‘The 
Heiress” in London was as good as 
his original Broadway edition . 
The Russel Crouses are summering 
at Annisquam, Mass., near Cape 
Ann Willie Priory, drama edi- 
tor of the N. Y. Sun. still hospital- 
ized Walter Williams, produc- 
tion assistant with Maurice Evans 
for the last several seasons, sailed 
Saturday (16) to Europe to become 
production manager for the Kath- 
erine Dunham dance troupe. 

David Tebet, at Dallas last week 
while his wife. Nanette Fabray 
plaved the lead in a Starlight 
Operetta revival ot “Bloomer Girl, 


wrote a special piece as “guest 
publicity agent” to ballyhoo the 


following week's show. “Look. Ma 
I'm Dancin’.” Article, appearing In 
was the 


Dallas Morning News. 
brainchild of John Rosenfield, 
sheet’s amusement editor and 


Henry Senber. regular p@ for the 
Starlight season. 

Tim Herbert doing scarecrow 
role in Pittsburgh Light Opera 
presentation of “The Wizard of 
Oz” Aug. 1. Follows with St. Louls 
Municipal opere production of 
“The Red Mill) Aug. 19, 


'a neat $45,000 gross. 





NEAT $45,000 FOR 
‘SOLDIER’ IN ST. LOO 


St. Louis, July 19. 
_ With one performance, the first 
of the season, washed off the 
boards by rain, Oscar Straus’ musi- 
cal, ‘The Chocolate Soldier.” 
wound up its seven night stand 
its seventh in the Al Fresco thea- 
tre in Forest Park Sunday (17) with 
Piece copped 


nods from the Crix 

“Bitter Sweet.” Noel Coward's 
operetta. teed off a one-week 
stand last night Mon.) in the 
Forest Park playhouse under 


favorable weather conditions 
Clearing skies and cool tempera- 
ture lured an opening-night mob of 


10.000 with a gross of approxi- 
mately $3,500 
Helena Bliss. a native. and Brian 


Sullivan, Metropolitan Opera tenor 
making his sole p.a. of the season, 
clicked in the lead roles. Another 


native, Charity Grace, is making 
her bow in the open air house 
Others in lead roles who scored 
are Jean Nelson. Melton Moore 
Leonard Elliott, Virginia Gorski. 
Gean Greenwell, Sara Floyd and 
Jerome Thor Patricia Bowman 
who won the mob and crix last 


week with her ballet routine, is re- 
peating as a soloist 


Shriners Up Chi 
USA OK $31,000, 
Roberts’ $19,000 


Chicago, July 19. 

Arrival of Shriners over the 
weekend reenforced boxoffice here. 
“Inside USA” is staying on at the 
Shubert, contrary to Sat. (16) clos- 
sing date posted last week. “Mr. 
Roberts’ continues profitable, de- 
spite slight decrease of past few 
weeks, and expects to pick up via 
convention play. 

Chevy Chase summer theatre, 
Peggy Ann Garner in “Peg O My 
Heart,” is expecting to cash in on 
Chi drama drought with name at- 
tractions. Nina Foch, in “Light 
Up the Sky,” opens there Tuesday 
(26). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside USA,” Shubert (9th wk) 
(2,100; $4.94). Shriners and last 
days’ notice stimulated take to 
$31,000. 

“Mr. Roberts.” Erlanger (45th 
wk) (1.334: $4.33). Upward to 
nearly $19,000. 


Blame It On 
The Weather 


Officials of Actors Equity can 
hardly wait for the winter season 
to start. Or. more accurately, they 
can hardly wait for the strawhat 
season to end. Despite the employ- 
ment it provides, summer stock is 
a headache—at minimum salaries. 

One of the current crop of cow- 
barn tempests reached the Equity 
council vesterdayv (Tues.), as 
charges were brought by George S. 
Kaufman against David Burns. The 
director charged that the actor 
used abusive and obscene language 
to him during the tryout of the 








revue. “Pretty Penny.” Subse- 
quently, it was announced a de- 
cision in the case would not be 


made public until ‘the parties con- 
cerned have been notified.” 
Occupying the pages of the 
dailies, but not yet on the official 
Equity docket is last week's spat 
between actress Joan Blondell and 
her husband, producer Michael 
Todd, and Harold J. Kennedy, co- 


manager of the McCarter theatre, 
Princeton. What it's all about is 
buried in several long tons of 
shrill accusations and scornful re- 
buttals. 

No immediate improvement is 


promised by the Weather Man 


Exits London ‘Okla!’ 
London, July 12. 

Here for almost two and a half 
vears with the West End presenta- 
tion of “Oklahoma!”, Wally Peter- 
son is leaving the show, but is stay- 
ing on to do a half-hour weekly 
radio stint. 

The program aired over the com- 
mercial Radio Luxembourg 1S 
being sponsored by Gala of Lon- 
don, cosmetic firm. 


Bway Rallies; ‘Liberty’ Has Mild 
Opening, $17,700 First 3 Times, 
Ear $25,500, Born’ $6,500, Two Out 





Fay-Harvey’ $15,700, 


Suspends in Vancouver 


Vancouver, July 19 
The Frank Fay company of ‘Har- 
vey’ wound up its season's tou 
here Saturday night 16 In its 


first local visit, the comedy grossed 
$15.700 at a $3.60 top in the 1,229 


seat International Cinema. Oppo 
sition from the open-air operetta 
was believed to have limited at 


tendance 
Company disbanded after the en- 
gagement 


Kate Record | 
$54,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 19 
“Kiss Me, Kate” set an all-time 
record for the Philharmonic audi 


torium for its first week in Los An- 
geles, grossing an estimated $54 

000. This would have been better, 
in round dollars, except for the cut- 
rate season tickets held by patrons 


of the Los Angeles Civic Light 
Opera Assn. Other big L. A. gross- 
ers were ‘Show Boat,” Gene 


Mann’s outdoor production at the 
Greek theatre in Griffith Park, and 


“A Streetcar Named Desire,” in 
its fourth and final week at the 
Biltmore. 

Otto Kruger’s rave notices in 


the Masquers Club's production of 
“Accent On Youth,” at the El Pa- 
tio, resulted in a healthy four-day 
take. “Sugar Hill,” Negro musical 
revue by Flournoy Miller and 
James P. Johnson, fared all right 
for its short week at the Las Pal- 
mas, but it took a drubbing from 
the critics. 


“Blood in the Streets,” new play 


by Steve Fisher, at the Coronet 


theatre, was a flop all around, artis- 
Ken 


tically and commercially 
Murray's “Blackouts” just con- 
tinues to roll along at near capacity 
as it draws towards the end of its 
run at El Capitan. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Accent on Youth,” El Patio (1st 
wk) (790; $2.40). Excellent four 
days, $3.700. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
Biltmore ‘fourth final wk) (1,636; 
$4.20). Still very high; almost 
$29.000. 

“Blackouts of 1949," El Capitan 
(369th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Near-ca- 
pacity at $17,100. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Philharmonic 
Aud. ‘Ist wk) (2,670; $4.80). Rec- 
ord-breaking $54,000. 

“Show Boat,” Greek Theatre ‘(2d 


final wk) (4.400; $3.60). Terrific 
$52,000. 

“Sugar Hill,’ Las Palmas (Ist 
wk) (388: $3.60). Excellent $5.200 


for five davs; capacity. 

“Blood in the Streets.” Coronet 
(Ist wk) (255; $3.60). Mild four 
days, $1,900. 
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about 50 Army bases in the Ameri- 
can zone, each of which would get 
one show a week. In addition, the 
touring productions would play en- 
gagements in regular German the- 
atres for the civilian population 
and appear in other Western Euro- 
pean countries. 

As indicated by the “Hamlet” 
appearances, the legit perform- 
ances are regarded as_ forceful 
propaganda for America, not only 
from a goodwill standpoint, but to 
demonstrate the American accom- 
plishments in the arts as well as 
in industry and military might. 

Fact that the “Hamlet” tour was 
such an unqualified success from 
both a cultural and popular stand- 
point. and that it was regarded as 
an example of the value of legit 
entertainment as a builder of in- 
ternational goodwill, was why State 
Department officials were aroused 
over the highly publicized deten- 
tion and questioning of Clarence 
Derwent. a member of the troupe. 
on his return Sunday ‘17) from the 
trip Department officials were 
fearful that the incident mieht be 
made the basis for Congressional 
attack on the plan to send other 
shows to Europe. 


. 


somewhat on 
The improve- 


Business rallied 
Broadway last week. 
ment was not enough to prevent 
two scheduled closings, but it at 
least reversed the steady down- 
trend of the previous three weeks. 
Lions Club conventioners were fig- 
ured to have supplied at least part 
of the increased attendance over 
the weekend and are expected to 
be a stronger factor this week 

The two closings were “At 
with the Army” and “Two 
Mice rhe single opening was 
‘Miss Liberty.” No other new en- 
tries are scheduled until after 
Labor Day 

Estimates for Last Week 


War 
Blind 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Draimna), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 


to seating capacity and top price, 


treluding 20 quniusement tax. 
However, estimates are net: tLe., 
exclusive of tax. 


“At War With the Army,” Booth 
20th wk) (C-712: $4.80). Sorhe im- 
provement, but not enough to war- 
rant continuing: closed Saturday 
night (16) after 151 performances; 
production estimated to have in- 
volved $50.000 loss, but the film 
Sale may have reduced that figure; 
finale registered nearly $6,000 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (180th 
wk) (C-940; $2.40). Reduced scale 
hypoed attendance, the gross 
jumping about $2,000 to almost 
$6,500. 

“Cabalgata,” Broadway (2d wk) 
(R-1,900; $3.60). Spanish song-and- 
dance show appears to have a fair 


chance at the modest operating 
nut; first full week drew fine 
$19.800 


“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(23d wk) (D-931; $4.80). Solid SRO 
again; $24,400 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (17th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Rose a bit with 
the trend; topped $22,000. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(34th wk) (CD-366: $4.80). Also re- 
acted to the improved conditions; 
hopped up to nearly $12,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 


tre (8th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Sat- 
isfactory $33,000 for the regular 


nine performances 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (29th) 
wk) (M-1,654: $6). Still getting all 
the house will hold; over $47,100. 
“Lend An Ear,” Broadhurst (31st 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Recovered sharp- 
ly, spurting about $6,000 to $25,500. 


“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (1st 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Musical com- 
edy with songs by Irving Berlin 


and book by Robert E. Sherwood, 
presented by Berlin, Sherwood and 
/Moss Hart: opened Friday night 
(15) to mild notices, but the large 
advance sale provides a solid start; 
possible capacity is $43,500 and 
the operating nut is approximately 
$30,000; first three performances 
got $17,700. 

“Mister Roberts,” 
wk) (CD-1,.357; $4.80). Registered 
a-nice boost to $32,500. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (15th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Continues to 
bulge the theatre walls at every 
performance; $50,600. 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire,” 
Barrymore (85th wk) (C-920; $4.80). 
Joined in the general upbeat; 
heftv spurt to over $16.000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (20th 
wk) (C-1.064; $4.80). Folded Sat- 
urday (16), after 157 performances; 
show involved an estimated loss 
of $70,000; closing week got about 
$7,000. 

“Where's Charley?,” St. James 
(40th wk) (C-1 509; $6). Ray Bolger 
show rebounded to nice $35,300. 


‘BRIGADOON’ HEFTY 
$42,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 19. 
The town's sole legit, “Briga- 
doon,” hit a hefty $42,000 for its 
second stanza at the 1,775-seat Cur- 
ran, where it’s scaled to $4.20 top. 
Musical is the second in this sea- 

son's Civie Light Opera series. 
Geary is still dark and will re- 
main dimmed until July 25, when 
“Streetcar Named Desire” opens. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 18-30) 
“Blackouts of 1949”—E] Capitan, 


Alvin ‘74th 








L. A. (18-30). 

“Brigadoon” — Curran, Frisco 
(18-30). 

“Inside USA” — Shubert, Chi 
(18-30) 

“Kiss Me, Kate’—Philharmonie, 
L. A. ‘18-30). 

“Mr. Roberts’ — Erlanger, Chi 
(18-30) 

“Streetcar Named Desire”—Russ 
Aud., San Diego (1820); Aud, 


Pasadena (21); Aud., Long Beach 
(22-23); Geary, Frisce (25-30). 
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Play on Broadway 


Miss Liberty 


Irving Berlin, Robert E. Sherwood and 
Moss Hart production of musical comedy 
in two acts (i2 scenes), with music and 
lyrics by irving Berlin, book by Robert 
E. Sherwood. Features Eddie Aibert, Al- 
lyn McLerie, Mary McCarty, Charles 
Dingle, Philip Bourneuf, Ethel Griffies, 
Herbert Berghof, Tommy Rall. Directed 
by Moss Hart; dances and musical num- 
bers staged by Jerome Robbins; settings 
and lighting, Oliver Smith; costumes, Mot 
ley; musical director, Jay Blackton; ot 
chestrations, Don Walkei At Imperial, 
N. Y., July 15, °49; $6.60 top ($9.60 open 
ing) 
Maisie 
Herald 


Mary MeCarty 
John Thompson 
Charles Dingle 


Dell 


Reader 


James Gordon Bennett 

Horace Miller Eddie Albert 

Police Captain Evans Thornton 

Mayor Donald MeClelland 

French Ambassador Emile Renan 
Sid Lawson 


Carthwright 


Joseph Pulitzei Philip Bourneut 


The Sharks Bill Bradley, Allen Knowles 
Kazimic Kokic, Robert Pagent 
Herbert Berghof 


Bartholdi 


Modeis Stephanie Augustine rudy 

DeLuz, Marilyn Frechette 
Monique Dupont Allyn McLerie 
Boy Tommy Rall 
Girl Maria Karnilova 
Acrobats Virginia Conwell, Joe Milan, 

a Eddie Phillips 
Strong Man Kazimir Kokic 


Countess Ethel Griffies 


Lover Ed Chappel 
His Girl Helene Whitney 
Gendarme Robert Penn 
Lamplighter John Thompson 
Another Lamplightet Tommy Rall 
Socialite Maritvna Frechette 
Actress Helene Whitney 
Minister Ed Chappel 
Admiral Robert Patterson 
Boys Bob Kryl, Ernest Laird 
Mother Elizabeth Watts 
Policeman Evans Thornton 
Brothers Lewis Bolyard. David Collyer 
Train Eddie Phillips, Erik Kristen 
Joseph Milan 
Reception Delegation Dolores Goodman 
Virginia Conwell, Fred Hearn 
Bob Tucket Allen Knowles 
Maid Gloria Patrice 
Dandy Tommy Rall 
Ruby Maria Karnilova 
Sailor Eddie Phillips 
His Girl Dolores Goodman 
Richard E. Fox Donald McClelland 
Judge Erik Kristen 
Policeman Robert Patterson 
Immigration Officer Evans Thornton 
Boy William Calhoun 
Singers Stephanie Aueustine lrene 
Carroll, Trudy DeLuz. Marilyn Frechette, 
Estelle Gardner, Norma Larkin, Yolanda 
Renav, Helene Whitney, Lewis Bolyard, 
Ed Chappell, David Collyer, Billy Hogue 
Sid Lawson. Robert Patterson Robert 
Penn. John Sheehan, Evans Thornton 
Dancers: Virginia Conwell, Coy Dare 
Norma Doggett, Dolores Goodman, Patri 
cia Hammerlee, Norma Kaiser Gloria 
Patrice, Janice Rule, Tiny Shimp, Bill 
Bradley, Fred Hearn, Allen Knowles, 
Kazimir Kokie, rik Kristen. Joseph Mi 
lan, Robert Pagent, Eddie Phillips, Bob 
Tucker 
Newsboys William Cathoun Ronald 
Kane Bob” Krvl Ernest Laird, Kevin 
Mathews, Rusty Slocum 


If “Miss Liberty” had been writ 
named 


ten by a couple ot guys 

Doakes it would probably have 
been considered a promising, even 
an entertaining show But from 
such eminent authors as Irving 
Berlin and Robert E. Sherwood 
not to mention stager Moss Hart, 
it is something of a clinker. Not 
that it’s a bad show, but simply | 


that under the circurmstances it’s a 
mediocre one Even with its re- 
portedly large advance sale, il’s a 
doubtful boxoffice bet 

Although the musical has under- 
during its 


gone major doctoring 
four-week Philadelphia tryout, it 
still has the original faults of an 


over-serious and over-plotty book, 
undistinguished score, insufficient 
comedy and merely adequate per- 
formance. There are a number of 
pleasant moments, but 
really pulverizes the audience. 
Berlin’s songs are certainly bet- 
ter than average, though reminis- 
cent and obviously not up to his 


best. Probably they'd be bet- 
ter if sung by top. stars. with 
the ability and personality to ex- 


ploit them. Even so, “Let's Take an 
Old Fashioned Walk.” “Home- 
work,” “Just One Wavy to Say I 
Love You,” and “Falling Out of 
Love Can Be Fun” are already on 
their way to becoming commercial 
hits, while “A Little Fish in a Big 
Pond,”’ “Only for Amevicans” and 
“You Can Have Him” should have 
at least moderate success 
Sherwood’s book, with its story of 
how the Statue of Liberty and the 
French girl who supposedly posed 
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none that 


for it were the basis of a circula- 
tion war between Joseph Pulitzer’s 
N. ¥. World and James Gordon 
Bennett’s Herald, seems rigid, com- 
plex and lacking in comedy poten- 
tial. However, the choreography of 
Jerome Robbins, particularly as 
danced by Tommy Rall, is standout, 
even though one spectacular num- 
ber was lost when a song titled 
‘“Monotony” was cut from the show 
during the tryout. 

The absence of stars is a serious 
weakness, not only from a perform- 
ance standpoint but as_ boxoffice 
insurance. The three _ featured 
leads, Eddie Albert, Allyn Mclerie 
and Mary McCarty, are accept- 
able, but fail to register as the 
authors-producers obviously hoped 
Albert is capable as the dimwit 
straight lead, but_merely sings his 
song numbers without being able 
to wham them over, and he only 
makes a gesture of dancing 

Miss MecLerie, who came_ to 
Broadway attention last season as 
Ray Bolger’s leading lady in 
“Where’s Charley?”’, is appealing 
in the mild part of the French girl. 
She dances nicely and, especially 
in the “You Can Have Him” duet 
with Miss MeCarty, gets by as a 
singer. 

Miss McCarty, who came to the 
fore last season in “Small Won- 
der,” is turbulent as the go-getter 
Police Gazette reporter, although 
in this instance her lack of change 


of pace limits the impact of such 
numbers as “Little Fish,” “Home- 
work,” “You Can Have Him” and 


“Falling Out of Love.” 

Perhaps the most effective song 
in the show is “Only for Ameri 
cans,” sung by the veteran Ethel 
Griffies in a supporting character 
part. Although that’s a tribute to 
the actress’ skill, it indicates the 
show’s lack of a real smash num- 
ber. Charles Dingle, Philip Bour- 
neuf and Herbert Berghof, all es- 


tablished dramatic actors, handle 
Straight parts competently, and 
John Thompson, Donald McClel- 


land, Emile Renan and Sid Lawson 
register in supporting bits - 

Hart’s direction (and his unbilled 
script revisions) have failed to re- 
deem the show’s basic weaknesses. 


Oliver Smith’s settings and the 
Motley costumes are excellent 
Hobe. 





Strawhat Reviews 








A Story for a Sunday 
Kveniag 
Westport, Conn., July 18. 


Westport Season of 1949, lnc. (Lawrence 


Langner and associates) production § of 
comedy in two acts by Paul Crabtree 
with musie by Walter Hendl Features 


' Leora Dana, Cloris Leachman, Lawrence 


Fletcher, Crabtree. Staged by Crabtree: 
settings and lighting, Edward T. Cooper; 
special paintings, Steven Dohanos; pianist. 
Norma Dolan; organist, Norma Verilli. At 


Westport Country Playhouse, Westport, 
Conn., July 18, °49; $3.60 top. 
Stage Manager... Lawrence Fletcher 


..». Earl Quillian, Rhiman 
Busch, Harold Aitkin 


Stage Hands.... 


David ee Paul Crabtree 
Evelyn bares . Cloris Leachman 
DORRENNG «6.64.9 t045d66600008 25 Leora Dana 


“A Story for a Sunday Evening” 
is hard enough to take tor a straw- 
hat evening, let alone a night on 
Broadway. This first play by Paul 
Crabtree, also the lead and direc- 
tor, is a complex session of dra- 
maturgy and corn somewhat akin 
to “Our Town” in presentation and 
to a lot of bad theatre in content. 

Crabtree, for several years a 
Theatre Guild aide and associate 
director of the Westport Country 
Playhouse, has done some bright 
staging and acting for the Guild’s 
Lawrence Langner, who has put 
“Sunday Evening” on the possible 
New York future list. Which is a 
mistake. Without name value, the 
opus has extremely little to sell to 
metropolitan trade. 

Although a blackboard would be 
helpful, Crabtree explains the play- 
within-the-play routine as narrator 
when he isn’t in character. There 
are adlibs and asides to the audi- 
ence, and talking by the other play- 
ers across the lights. The stage- 
hands carry the props on and off. 
Set pieces are used on both sides 
of the stage. The curtain does not 
drop at intermission, but there is 
a narrator cue and the lights go 
out. 

Mood music, especially composed 
by Walter Hendl, Dallas Symphony 


conductor, is played by a_piano- 
organ combination. It helps, but 


not enough. 
Once Crabtree introduces 
self as David Greenfield, a 


him- 
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Broad-'! 


way actor with a story to tell, plus | 
the two actresses of his cast and 
the stage manager who doubles as 
bit man and prompter, the play be- 


gins. It’s a familiar triangle plot 
about two understudies who wed, 
and another actress who comes be- 
tween them. As the intruder tries 
to take the man away, the play gets 
out of hand. 

The high moments of “Sunday 
Evening” are attuned to the char- 
acter of the wife, a role of forth- 
rightness and charm which owes 
most of its realization to the excel- 
lence of Cloris Leachman, out of 
radio. She bridges the ins and outs 
of the involved script with remark- 
able ease. Crabtree fails to hide 
the difficulty of the triple job he 
has chosen for himself. His 
strength is comedy, of which there 
is little in this role. Leora Dana 
is standard as the other woman. 
Lawrence Fletcher totes the brunt 
of the humor as the busy stage 
manager, especially in a make-be- 
lieve of a Manhattan cocktail party, 


in which manikins are used for 
people. 
The set and lighting require- 


ments are on the austerity side, but 
Edward T. Cooper has_ brought 
some of the abridged interiors to 
life, particularly with the help of 
some pointed paintings by Sateve- 
poster Stevan Dohanos. 

There may be material in “Sun- 
day Evening” for a revue skit or 
two, but not for a grown-up play 

Elem. 
See How They Runa 
Skowhegan, Me., July 12. 


Melville Burke production of farce in 
three acts (one scene), by Philip King 
Stars John Baragrey. Staged by Burke 
set, Charles Perkins. At Lakewood the 
atre, Skowhegan, Me., July 11-16, °49; 
$1.80 top. 

PL bk Pa eee he STOR HES Paula Houston 
Miss Skillon Jeraldine Dvorak 
The Rev. Lionel Toop James Engler 
Penelope Toop Neva Patterson 
Lance-Corp. Clive Winton. John Baragrey 
eee BOIPUCOr so cccewensc Craig Williams 
Choir Boy : Reg Venable 
The Bishop of Lax Reynolds Evans 
Rev. Arthur Humphrey..Henry Richards 
SOrgt. TOWELS: s.csvcess Tom Tempest 





“See How They Run” is obvious- 
lv one of those plays that points 
up the difference between British 
and Yank tastes. The Philip King 
farce ran with considerable success 
for over a year in England. It is 
making its American debut at 
Skowhegan. That it will get much 
closer to New York seems highly 
doubtful 
Play is an obvious and pedestri- 

farce in which Melville Burke 

frantic directidén has worked 
up some laughs, but it is com- 
pletely empty of real wit, well- 
developed characterizations or sa- 
tirical insight. If it has any future 
in America, it’s in the catalogs for 
highschool and _ little theatre 
groups. 

Starred in the Lakewood theatre 
presentation here is John Bara- 
grey. He was playing here in 1947 
when spotted by a Coast talent- 
digger and has since appeared in 
a couple of films, including Co- 
lumbia’s “Loves of Carmen” and 
Universal's “Saxon Charm.” In 
appearance and mannerisms he’s 
something between Cary Grant and 
Ray Bolger. He shows a fairish 
comedy bent but can’t be said to 
add much to the production. 

Baragrey plays a soldier in the 
British army during the late fracas. 
He’s an ex-actor who finds a former 
thespic playmate in the town where 
he’s stationed. She has become the 
wife of the local vicar, and a more- 
or-less innocent date with Bara- 
grey, while the rector is away, 
leads to well-telegraphed complica- 


an 
by 


tions. Latter comes home before 
he’s expected, a bishop who has 
a better job to offer him also 


arrives, the actor-soldier and the 
vicar’s wife finally return home, 
with Baragrey camouflaged in some 
of the rector’s clothes, etc., ete. 
Need more be said? 

Aside from the star, players are 
regulars in the Lakewood troupe. 
Exigencies of summer theatre pro- 
duction result in some peculiar 


‘casting, but in general the group 


does as well as can be expected 
with the comedy. Standout is Paula 
Houston in a funny maid part. 
Neva Patterson is attractive and 
effective as the rector’s. wife. 
James Engler suffers from miscast- 
ing as the man of the cloth. 
Burke, in staging his own pro- 
duction, has gotten about as much 
as possible out of the farce by 
directing it with bewildering speed 
and lacing it with Sight gags. 
Charles Perkins’ set. the living 
room in a vicarage in a small Eng- 
lish town, is suprisingly full and 
finished for this type production 
Herb. 


D. C. Legit Interest 


Washington, July 19 
Further indicating the increase 
of legit interest in this area, 
George Washington U. announces 
that its speech department will of- 
fer a master of arts degree in dra- 
matic art, starting next term. 
Catholic U’s speech and drama 
course already includes postgradu- 
ate work. 





Plays Abroad 


Love in Albania 


London, July 14. 
Productions presentation 
Arts Council) of comedy 
Eric Linklater. Directed 

At St. James, London, 


Tennent 
association with 
in three acts by 
by Peter Ustinov. 
July 12, *49. 
Flora Mciver 
Will Ramillies 
Susan Lawn 
Robert Lawn 


Molly Urquhart 
Peter dones 
Brenda Bruce 
Robin Bailey 


Sergeant Dohda........ Peter Ustinov 
Eric Linklater’s keen wit is the 
sole ingredient of his new play, 


which was recently tried out at the 
Lyric, Hammersmith. His reliance 
on dialog and characterization will 
get by with the sophisticated if the 
show can withstand the present 
heatwave. 

There is no plot in the accepted 


sense nor is there any attempt to 
tell a story in coherent fashion. In- 
stead, the author has brought to- 


gether five assorted characters and 


left them to talk for an evening. 
Setting is a London apartment in 
wartime and the characters are 
husband and wife, their maid, a 
poet and an American MP ser- 
geant 

The writer has created a sensa- 


tion with his book of a grand pas- 
sion in Albania, and the top 
geant suspects, quite rightly as it 
happens, that his daughter is in- 
volved in the Albanian romance. 
{t is a tribute to Linklater’s skill 
that on this flimsy thread he has 
succeeded in contributing a comedy 
in which there are laughs in full 
measure and a score or more of in- 
triguing situations. The caricature 
of the American by Peter Ustinov 
is perhaps a little obvious but 
nonetheless an excellent perform 
ance. There is little doubt, how- 
ever, that the character would have 
to be presented in a somewhat dif- 


Ser- 


ferent key if the play moves to 
Broadway. 

From each member of the cast 
there is a slick understanding of 


the comedy situations. Apart from 


Ustinov, there is a standout per- 
formance by Peter Jones as the 
poet, and Brenda Bruce is in top 


form as the wife. Robin Bailey as 
the husband and Molly Urquhart 
as the maid complete the excellent 
team 

Play is tightly 
nov and the apartment 
extremely well designed 


directed by Usti- 
setting Is 
Myro. 


The Late Edwina Black 


London, July 13 

Peter Daubeny Productions (tin associa 
tion with Donald Flamm) presentation of 
mystery in three acts bt William Dinner, 
William Morum Directed by Chloe Gib 
son At) Ambassadors, London, July 12 
"49 f 
Ellen Beatrice Varley 
Elizabeth Graham Catherine Lacey 
Henry Martin Raymond Huntley 
Gregory Black Stephen Murray 


First play produced by the new 
partnership of Peter Daubeny and 
Donald Flamm, this whodunit in a 
Victorian setting is a creditable ef- 
fort by a new writing team (Wil- 
liam Dinner - William Morum). It 
should have a more-than-modest 
success on both sides of the At- 
lantic. 

From the outset a tense situation 
is developed. The funeral of Ed- 
wina Black is stopped by the police 
and a post-mortem reveals. that 
death was due to arsenic poisoning. 
With only four characters in the 
play, and one of them the detec- 
tive, field of suspicion is inevitably 
limited. Was it the widower and 
the dead woman's companion, who 
were secret lovers, or was it the 
faithful servant? 

Denouement isn’t entirely satis- 
fying, though a powerful second 
act gives the principal characters 
a chance to indulge in intense mu- 
tual suspicion. Domineering char- 
acter of the dead woman is seen 
through the eyes of the three mem- 
bers of the household. 

With a good sense of the dra- 
matic, the authors of this unre- 
lieved thriller offer great dramatic 
opportunities to the small but se- 
lect cast. There is very little over- 


playing, and the right level of re-! 


straint has been achieved by the 
director. Catherine Lacey as the 
companion, and Stephen Murray as 
the widower, contribute forceful 
characterizations, and Raymond 
Huntley is unsurpassed as the easy- 
going Scotland Yarder. There is 
also an excellent cameo from Bea- 
trice Varley as the acid maid. Vic- 
torian drawing: room setting is first 
rate. Myro. 


This Walking Shadow 


London, June 30. 
_‘Musikart Society presentation of drama 
in three acts by Benedick Scott. Directed 


by Robert Mitchell At Playhouse, Lon- 
don, June 29, ‘a9. 

Kate McShane Freda Jackson 
Dick Marshall Jack Stewart 
Mrs. MacPhee ._...... Alrae Edwards 
Jimmie MacPhee Roddy McMillan 
Alec Stewart Archie Duncan 
mare: BOOUMAY svi cccace Maisie Hill 
Mrs. Dykes Hilda Fenemore 
Mrs. Thomson Betty McGregor 
Mrs. MacDougall Marjorie Thomson 
Molly Brown Isobel Campbell 


This is a sordid tale of Seottish 
slums, disclosing vavious ills result- 


ant from overcrowding and 
| ployment. Hardly hot-we 
(in | With the solitary “name” 


‘male. The same seducer 


‘ican Guild of Variety 


|tremely difficult 


unem. 
ather fare 
: of Freda 
Jackson unlikely to pull the “ 
goers in. ah 
Ng Pr ren boy, w 
the-district to care for his cic 

with a fatherless child, tee 
with her when he loses his job ana 
gets involved with a designing fe. 


has been 
Situations 
complications. 
new angles and 
on its method of 


ho has left 


the cause of both girls’ 
leading to more 
Theme has no 
stands or falls 
presentation. 
Most of the players are members 
of the Glasgow Unity Theatre who 
brought “The Gorbals Story” down 
to London last year, and all Bive 
superb performances. Jack Stew. 
art as the seducer and Roddy Me. 
Millan as the entrapped boy are 
outstanding in ‘their and 
Freda Jackson gets every ounce 
out of her part as the equally 
trapped “bad girl.” Direction of 
Robert Mitchell is wholly satis. 
factory. Clem, 


roles 





Ihre Schwester aus Rie 
(Her Sister from Rio) 
Zurich, June 27. 


presentation of com. 
Mantried Roessner. 
At Bernhard 


Bernhard theatre 
edy in three acts by 
Directed by Lukas Ammann 
theatre, Zurich 


Maria Rita Lieechti 
Max Willy Duvoisin 
MOONE c's eelbe hws oe oe rude Ploy 
CRGSOE «. siesecseees Hermano Kellein 
Kathi Walburga ymuer 

As its final presentation for the 


'48-"49 season, Bernhard theatre 
chose this light comedy by German 
author Manfried Roessner. [t is an 
entertaining and easy-to-stage play 


with a cast of five players and 
only one set. 
Plot concerus a young married 


couple, with the wife being neg. 
lected by her scientist - husband 
To cure his indifference, she takes 
up the part of her twin sister from 
Rio, a glamorous, alluring girl with 
the effect that the husband only 
now learns to appreciate his wife's 
real qualities. 

Story and dialog are nothing to 
rave about and are neither surpris- 
ing nor very original. However, the 
double-part of the neglected wife 
who dresses up her own twin 
sister offers good _ possibilities 
which are fully taken advantage of 
by the play’s. star, Rita Liechti 
Her portrayal of both characters is 
charming and hilarious at the same 
time. The supporting players are 
o.k., although it is definitely Miss 
Liechti, who carries away top 
honors in this one. Mezo, 


Tibbett Plugs for Bill 
To Hypo Talent Jobs; 
Urges End of Tix Tax 


Washington. July 19. 

Support for the Economie Ex- 
pansion bill to provide federal aid 
in publie works was asked today 
(Tues.) by Lawrence Tibbett, 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
prexy, before the Americans for 
Democratic Action — ful!-employ- 
ment conference. Tibbett said the 
bill would go a long way toward 
meeting the shortage of commu: 
nity centers and other modern fa- 
cilities for the theatrical arts 

Tibbett said that only 50% of 
Screen Actors Guild members are 
currently employed. that there 1s 
serious unemployment in Actors 
Equity and that members of Amer: 
Artists has 
been hit by the nitery slump 
Members of American Federation 
of Radio Actors have been serious 
ly affected, he said, “not only by 
fact that TV has channeled mage 
funds toward new equipment than 
toward production of entertain- 
ment, but also by fact that the ad- 
vertising budgets upon which the 
radio industry subsists are being 
drastically slashed.” 

In AGMA, he said, 90% of the 
employers are non-profit ctvte el 
ganizations who are finding it e 
to keep up thelt 
revenue. He cited the case of va 
Cincinnatti summer opera series 
which closed last week after hosiaé 
$3,000 a day for the first +" 
weeks. A similar fate may bev 
store for groups in other cities, " 


as 





feared. poot. ty 

Tibbett said that his union r 
also interested in the removal 4 
federal excise taxes on hog 
and entertainment activiltes. vel 
ticularly those on public — nid 
profit civic enterpri to ee 


AGMA would also like a 
veloped a long-range federal pe 
gram for promoting the arts 
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Bantam’s Bestseller Hypo 
The 25c book field is getting a 
strong hypo from Bantam Books | 
tomorrow (Thurs.), when _ the 
pocket-sized reprint house starts 
announcing and promoting its) 
monthly bestseller list. The new 
move, first time any 25c book 
house has released a current best- 
seller list, is culmination of a 
drastic policy change in the news- 
stand field. 

It now puts major emphasis on 
the books which sell rapidly, on 
theory that newsstands are geared 
to rapid turnover, and titles which 
sell slowly back up on the stands 


and occupy space that could be 
filled with faster selling titles. 
Part of Bantam’s program, begun 


in January, has been to tell dealers 
which books aren't selling and to 
call them back from the news- 
stands quickly to make room for 
more profitable books. 

Bantam’s new setup, it’s be- 
lieved, will result in pressure on 
its two major competitors (Pocket 
& New American Library) to fol- 
low suit. Despite booming sales 
of 25c reprints (66,000,000 in 
1945; 135,000,000 in 1948), compe- 
tition is getting more intense and 
smaller publishers are putting out 
more titles. Result is that dealers 
are starting to weed out the flops 
and to look to publishers to do 
same. 

The new move marks first time 
Bantam has publicly capitalized on 
the advantages of its ownership: 
Curtis Publishing Co. and Grosset 
& Dunlap (in turn owned by Book- 
of-the-Month Club, Harpers, Scrib- 
ners, Little Brown, Random 
House). Curtis ownership and dis- 
tribution gives Bantam advantage 
of the largest magazine field force | 
in the business (300 men). Big 
field force is used to get accurate 
sales information on Bantams as 
soon as they are released. 

Result is that Bantam has taken 
back less than 1% of books 
printed, compared with 10% or 
more for the competition. 

Pocket, with the largest total | 
sales in the 25c field, has a field 
torce of 100 men and uses a sales | 
measurement system something 
like Bantam’s, only less intensive. 
Pocket has to rely more on serv- 
ices of independent wholesalers to 
supply information and is handi-| 
capped in this regard because it’s 


not backed by a big magazine 
franchise like Curtis’ Saturday 


Evening Post—Ladies Home Jour- 
nal—Holiday parlay. 
Special Displays 

Starting this week, about one- 
third of Bantam’s dealers will be 
carrying special “Bantam Best- 
seller’ racks and displays. Pro-. 
gram will be backed by%arge drug | 
chains throughout the country in| 
regular monthly newspaper ads | 
featuring Bantam Bestsellers. | 
These chains include Whelan, Sun, 
Owl, Cunningham, Crown and 
similar regional nets. 

Number one bestseller on Ban- 
tam’s list is a historical novel, “The 
Stranger,” by Lillian Bos Ross. 
Close behind “The Stranger” is 
Worth Tuttle Hedden’s “The Other 
Room,” story of a Southern white 
girl who loses her race prejudices 
through teaching in a Negro col- 
lege in New Orleans. 


The full bestseller list for this 
month is: l. “The Stranger’’: 
2. “The Other Room”: 3. “My Sis- 


ter, My Bride,” by Merriam Model} 
{a psychological novel about fri- 
gidity in marriage); 4. “My Flag Is 
Down,” by James Maresca 
diary of a New York cabbie): 5. 
Stranger in Paris,” by W. Somer- 


set Maugham; 6. “The Chinese 
Room, by Vivian Connell; 
4. “Nevada,” by Zane Grey: 


8. “Lady Godiva and Master Tom,” 
by Raoul Faure. 





Michener’s Pacific Reprise 


James Michener has signed to. 


do a series of articles for Holiday 
mag on the islands and peoples of 
the South Pacific. He’ll retrace the 
route he took in gathering material 
for his Pulitzer prizewinner “Tales 
of the South Pacific,” which served 
as basis fer the current Broadway 
Musical, “South Pacific.” ; 

After publication in Holiday. the 
articles will be publihsed in book 
orm by Random House. 


/ Collins’ Farm Ed Honor 
J merican Assn. of Agricultural 
ao Editors last week pinned 
a award as outstanding 
st Paper editor on John M. Col- 
rr - itor of The Weekly Kansas 
ig Pa = The award is symbolized 
Pla euben Brigham Memorial 
que for meritorious service, and 


the presentatio 

ne pres nN was made at th 
convention of the esaaalatinn "at 
Cornell U., Ithaca, N. : # 


Collins 


(the | 


| Press. Covering the years 1891-94, 


the 1,010-page book contains 400 
photographs. The author, now 83, 
is trying to bring the series up 
to 1900, thus covering a 200-year 


, period in New York theatrical his- 


|nominees, for his efforts toward a_ 


better agriculture through the field | 


of journalism. The 1948 award 


went to G. Emerson Markham, | 


WKY, Oklahoma City. 

Collins has been with The Star 
for 32 years, previously being city 
editor of the Topeka Daily Capital. 
He was associate editor of the 
Weekly for a number of years, be- 
fore becoming editor March l, 
1946. The Star has a circulation of 
435,000 which covers Missouri, 
Kansas and parts of Arkansas and 
Oklahoma. 


Hammerstein’s ‘Lyrics’ 


“Lyrics,” by Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, a collection of all the 
author’s song lyrics that he feels 


are “worth printing,” 


lished in October by Random 
House. Volume will have a fore- 
word by composer Richard 


Rodgers, Hammerstein’s collabora- 
tor and co-producer. Hammerstein 
is also preparing a treatise on lyric 


will be pub- 


writing, to go in the back of the | 


book. 

At the moment, the lyricist is 
editing the book and lyrics of the 
musical, ‘South Pacific,”’. which 
Random House has scheduled for 
publication Sept. 19 


Runyon’s ‘First and Last’ 

Damon Runyon, who a few 
months before he died, said he was 
after the record for the most books 
composed of one writer’s news- 
paper output, will posthumously 
achieve his goal July 27 when J. B. 
Lippincott publishes “Runyon First 
and Last.” Tome, edited by King 
Features’ Clark Kinnaird, is the 
seventh volume compiled from the 
late columnist’s newspaper yarns 
and includes fiction previously un- 
collected between covers, mostly 
yarns written for the Hearst Sun- 
day papers in the 1920's. 

Kinnaird says that there is 
enough material of permanent 
value for another two books and 
is now at work on an eighth Run- 
yon reader. 


SRL’s 25th Anni Issue 


will publish its 25th Anniversary 


}as DP director 
| Joint 


tory. 

The new volume is dedicated to 
Thornton Wilder, “with the hope 
that it may add to his firm belief 
in the continuity, from age to age, 
of the drama’s aims and traditions.” 


Gardner’s Understudies 

Hy Gardner's by-line piece for 
the Sunday (24) edition of Parade. 
syndicated mag insert in 32 news- 
papers, gives lowdown on under- 
studies to the stars in Broadway’s 
current list of hit plays Titled 
“Waiting for the Break,’ Gardner 
offers, in addition the text on 
the stand-ins for Ralph Bellamy 
Ezio Pinza, Mary Martin, Lee J 
Cobb, Henry Fonda. Lisa Kirk, Al- 
fred Drake and Patricia Morrison, 
a group photo of the name plavers 
along with their substitute pinch- 
hitters. The group shot of the 
competitive casts was as tough for 


to 


Gardner to assemble “as to get 
into ‘South Pacific’,” he says. 
Scully’s Pitch Pays Off 
George Glass, partnered with 
Stanley Kramer, responded to a 
recent article by Frank Scully re- 


garding the plight of two children 
of Afro-Cuban descent. The piece, 
discussing how the kids couldn't 
get anybody to sponsor them dur- 
ing the war, resulted in Glass send- 
ing two silver mugs to the youths 
Scuily and his wife, Alice, had 
stood for one of the kids, but felt 
they had never quite fulfilled their 
obligation to the other one. 


Schwarz’s Hegira 

Leo Schwarz, having turned in 
to Rinehart corrected galleys of 
his “The Root and the Bough,” 
has left for Europe, where he will 
retrace his itinerary as a GI with 
Patton’s 3rd Army. The new tome 
to be published this fall, is a col- 
lection of 33 stories by survivors 
of the German Occupation in, Eu- 
rope. Schwarz gathered the tales on 
the scene during the war and later 
of the American 
Distribtuion Committee in 


|’46 and °47. 
Saturday Review of Literature | 


Issue Aug. 6, when mag will also) 


up its newsstand price to 20c. Anni 
issue will run 188 pages, largest in 
its history, and will carry a special 
rotogravure picture section edited 
by Roger Butterfield. John Mason 
Brown will edit an arts and enter- 
tainment section, with contribs in- 


cluding Robert E. Sherwood, Max- 
| well Anderson, Iris Barry, Howard 


Hanson, James Thrall Soby, Brooks 
Atkinson and Irving Kolodin. 


Print order will run to 150,000 | 


copies (as against 50,000 for the 
20th anni issue), and mag will 
carry 80 pages of ads. 


Doubleday Tribute 
Doubleday is distributing 5,000 


a memorial tribute to 


He will go on to Israel, for his 
fourth visit there since ’34, to col- 
lect material for another volume 
in the anthology series Rinehart 
started in 35. 


Mort Weisinger’s Coast Chores 

Mort Weisinger, story editor for 
National Comics, leaves for Holly- 
wood Friday (22) for a month of 
collaboration with Columbia Pic- 
tures on forthcoming = second 
Superman serial. Weisinger will 
work with Col’s writers and pro- 
ducer Sam Katzman exercising his 


|company’s power of final approval 


copies of a 32-page bound book as | 
Nelson | 


Doubleday, late head of the pub-| 


lishing house who died last Janu- 
ary. Volume includes salutes to the 
publisher from W. Somerset 
Maugham, Christopher Morley, 
Ilka Chase, Noel Coward, Edna 
Ferber, Daphne du Maurier, Kath- 
leen Norris, Burton Rascoe, Ken- 
neth Roberts, Frank Swinnerton 
and other literati, well as an 
article by Russell Doubleday from 
Famous Leaders of Industry.” 
Copies of the tome went to book- 
sellers, writers, publishers, review- 
ers and others in the field. 


as 


De Voto on Bok Decision 


Judge Curtis Bok’s decision in 
the police censorship raids on 
Philly bookstores last year was 


signalled out for tribute by Ber- 
nard De Voto in july Harper's. 
De Voto calls Judge ‘Bok’s decision 
“a landmark certain to be perma- 
nent not only in the defense of 
free expression but in the history 
of American cutlure as well.” 

Calling the jurist’s. thinking 
“clear and brilliant” and his writ- 
ing “distinguished ” De Voto stated 
the Bok opinion “is one of those 
documents which are eventually 
seen to have suddenly crystallized 
the thinking of an age. It is a 
great document in democracy and 
a great document in human free- 
, dom.” 


Mencken Better 


| H. L. Mencken, who has been un- 
able to read or write, is taking 
special new treatments at Johns 
Hopkins and hopes the medicos 
will be able to get his sight back 
to normal by the end of the year. 
He leaves Baltimore Friday (22) to 
spend a few weeks in the country 
with his sister. 
| 





Volume 15 of Odell’s ‘Stage’ 
| Volume 15 in George C. D. 
Odell’s “Annals of the New York 


of script. 
While on coast Weisinger expects 


/to do some articles for the slicks to 


which he’s a regular contributor. 


CHATTER 


J. G. Bachman and_ Shirley 
Striker have opened a new literary 
agency on the Sunset Strip in Hol- 
lywood. 

Mike Kaplan, Coast VARIETY 
mugg, in New York lining up 
assignments prior to a trip to Israel 
next month. 

George Fuerman, Time and Va- 
RIETY stringer in Houston, and also 
literary editor of the Houston Post, 
in town on contacts with the book 
publishers. 

First motion picture production 
job for Frank Taylor, former Ran- 
dom House editor, will be “Wed- 
nesday at Midnight,” crime detec- 
tion yarn, at Metro. 

Pete Martin polishing a piece on 
Ken Murray for the Satevepost to 
coincide with the “Blackbirds” 
preem at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., Sept. 
6, following which the SEP staffer 
offs-to- Virginia Beach for two 
weeks. 

Joseph A. Brandt, president of 
Henry Holt & Co., is in Los An- 
geles working on plans for launch- 
ing the new journalism depart- 
ment at the Univ. of California at 
Los Angeles. Brandt will head the 
department, which opens either 
this fall or next spring. 

Katharine Mary Flannigan, 62- 
year-old Canadian woman upon 
whose life “Mrs. Mike” was based, 
is in Hollywood visiting the Regal 
Films set where the picture is be- 
ing made from the book with Dick 
Powell and Evelyn Keyes. Miss 
Keyes plays Mrs. Flannigan. 

New character in Milt Caniff’s 
“Steve Canyon” comic strip, known 
as Mr. Brandywine, is patterned 
after Charles Laughton. Artist told 
Laughton some months ago in New 


: York that he’d like to use him as 


' Stage” series was published Mon- | 


Was selected, from 22 day (18) by the Columbia Univ., Rinehart Mystery Novel 


Laughton 
but he 


model for a character. 
thought he was kidding, 
wasn't. 

Rhinehart’s fourth Mary Roberts 
Prize 


HO4OOo4 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Junior, Miss., July 17. 


Strange as it seems, behind many Hollywood success stories lie calm, 
happy, normal family lives. You rarely hear of these, and as long as 
the Sabbath is going to be befouled by an endless retailing of divorces, 
scandals, suicides and adulteries, you rarely will hear about them, 

But Hollywood parents who have raised children and have succeeded 
in getting them through high school can talk for hours about the prob- 
lems of their teen-agers. Practically all parents agree that if the pearls 
of wisdom which they have placed at the feet of their children were 
ever collected in one place, the family fortune would be greater than 
Solomon’s mines, and his wisdom as well. 

Just when these parents have about come to the discouraging con- 
clusion that their advice would have been better received if thrown in 
{ friend to tell them their boy is the best- 
and most mature child ever spawned 








+ 





he sea, along comes some 
intelligent 
I was discussing this problem with Roy Rowland, the MGM director. 
He has worked at everything in a Hollywood studio, except acting, 
though why he stopped there is hard to understand because he is tar 
better looking even today than half the company’s leads. 
A calm man, he nevertheless has ulcers, which he claims is an occu- 


pational disease of Hollywood that falls on the just and unjust alike. 


mannered, most 


He is a Horatio Alger sort of hero. He came up from offiee boy to 
cutter, to assistant director, to director. And he married the boss's 
niece. 


For years he directed MGM's short subjects, the famous “How To' 
films starring the late Bob Benchley being the best remembered. Then 
he directed animals and children. 

The Animal Kingdom 

He loves animals but he doesn't like directing them any longer, be- 
cause it is hard to make them do what you want. The days run up the 
overhead—a thing which animals, trained or untrained, fail to under- 
stand. 

But the untrained animals are even tougher on one’s patience. They 
are supposed to act natural in unnatural surroundings and they don't 
take to the conflict very easily. Wild animals, like fawns, for instance, 
can curl up and die if handled too much. A fawn will by nature go and 
hide in the shade. 

That’s why a picture like “Sequoia” may take two years to make. 
Before starting, when the script was ready, Rowland and the produc- 
tion manager were told to break down the cost. They were told to 
figure on a 36-day schedule. 

But after 36 days of shooting they weren't anywhere with “Sequoia.” 
The animals didn’t understand English. It took two years for Rowland 
to learn their language instead. But it was an inexpensive picture 
even so, costing about $375,000. 

Though fond of children, next to wild animals he dislikes directing 
children most. In “Our Grapes Have Tender Vines,” the script called 
for a scene of Butch Jenkins mounting a trained circus pony. The pony 
would sit down and make anybody mounting him slide off. Two months 
before shooting began, Rowland made arrangements with a donkey 
trainer and was told the trick was a ci..ch, not to worry at all. So the 
whole troupe left Hollywood tor Amarillo, Texas, 

Border Incident 

To get on location they had to cross a dry river. There was quick- 
sand in the river, so if it rained the troupe had to take a roundabout 
way that took hours. It doesn’t rain much in Amarillo, Rowland was 
assured, but the Texans had neglected to tell that if it rained in New 
Mexico they couldn’t use the short route across the river. And it rained 
in New Mexico every day. , 

Between laws permitting the working of children only a few hours a 
day, and under no conditions later than 5 o'clock, and the long treks 
to get on location, the tender grapes became parboiled gripes. 

The donkey, too, it seems, had switched trainers. The new one didn’t 
know anything about the trick the donkey was supposed to do. So day 
atter day Butch Jenkins’ prattfall was a flop. 

That’s what produced his ulcers, Rowland grimly admitted, not the 
personal problems of parenthood. 

You'd think after years of Butch Jenkins and Margaret O’Brien, not 
to stress everything from black panthers to fawns which he directed in 
“Sequoia,” and Mickey Rooney in “Killer McCoy,” Rowland’s own son 
would be as easy to raise as your hat. But such wasn’t the case exactly. 
He was happily married, and he and his wife, the former Ruth Cum- 
mings, naturally wanted their first born to grow up unspoiled, happy 
with his surroundings and skilled in getting ahead in life on his own, 

How To Lose Friends 


They sent the boy to a public high school for a while, but it seems 
that he made the mistake there of applying himself to his lessons. In 
that set, this was infra dig. It got him on more unwanted lists than if 
he had been a spy in the hire of a foreign power. He soon cured that. 
He just quit studying and became the life of the party. 

His father removed him from that party-line and put the boy in a 
private prep school. This didn’t help too much at first, and the reason 
soon reared its ugly headlight. The boy felt completely like a flat tire 
in this set because he didn’t have a car. 

This car-shortage is a good deal more serious in Hollywood than it 
would be in New York. In Hollywood everybody seems to live miles 
from everybody else. 

In Roy Rowland’s case he told his son that if his grades improved 
and he learned not only to pick his clothes off the floor but to leave 
his room as he would like it to look if his headmaster dropped in, he 
might look forward to a car of his own. But a car of his own, he was 
varned, was just a beginning of a lot of problems which came under 
the general head of “maintenance.” 

The kid buckled down so fast that the headmaster called home to find 
out what the trouble was. 

How to Buy Your Own Gas 

When Peter Rowland explained that it was just one more giveaway 
program and that Pop was the sponsor, the headmaster laughed and 
said that the incentive-motive seemed to be doing the trick. 

When the kid got his car, however, his father asked him how he was 
going to keep it in operation? The kid had no job, jobs, in fact, were 
hard to get. So his father gave him one. That was to get up at 7 every 
morning, put his own room in order, dust down his father’s car, police 
the grounds and have everything in readiness for Pop’s takeoff by 8 a.m. 

“I told him I wasn’t going to be able to leave him much money be- 
cause I had come into the picture business when the tax structure left 
very little to leave, even for those who were paid very well. But these 
things which I had tried to teach him and which all serious parents 
try to teach their children were things money couldn’t buy.” 

I think it is going to work out, and I'd certainly like to be around to 
see how this sort of child-training matches the paternalism of the super- 
state. It convinces me you can raise good children anywhere. Even in 
Sodom and Gomorrah I'll bet there were some good ones. 


, 


Contest beginning Aug. 1 and end- 
ing Jan. 15 offers a total prize of 
$2,000, of which half is an outright 
cash prize and the balance an ad- 
vance against royalty earnings. 
Contest is open to anyone who has 
never before published a mystery 
novel. 

Clarence J. Brown, Jr., son of the 


Ohio Congressman, has taken over 
as editor of the Blanchester ‘(O.) 
Star-Republican, the weekly pur- 
chased by his father in 1920. Dale 
Forest, editor for the past two 
years, moves to managing editor- 
ship of the Glasgow ‘Ky.) Journal, 
new daily and Sunday paper sched- 
uled to begin publication Aug. 1. 
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Broadway 


Al Hine’s piece on Grossinger’s 
fin the new Holiday. 

Leon Siritzky, accompanied by) 
Joseph Zimanich, motoring to the 
Coast for six-week stay. 

Rutgers Neilson, RKO prmlienty | 
manager, to Atlantic City to re- 
cuperate from ailing gam. 

Isaac Stern, violinist, and his} 
wife, Norah Kaye, ballerina, sail- 
ing for Europe Friday (22). 

Hedy Lamarr, planes for Euro- 
pean vacation Friday (22) after re- 
cent completion of two pix. 

Artie Shaw bought a 200-acre 
cattle, dairy and sheep farm and 
residence in Dutchess 





country 


County. 

Governor Luis Munoz Marin of 
Puerto Rico and his family will be 
guests of Radio City Music Hall 
tonight (Wed.). 

Dorothy Stewart, N. Y. rep for 
J. C. Williamson Aussie theatre 
chain, to London in August for a 
month on business. 

Moe Kerman, prez of Favorite 
Films Corp., sails Friday (22) on 
the Nieuw Amsterdam for a Ssix- 
week European trip. 

Lou Randell, show_biz attorney, 
planed to the Coast Friday (15) to 
meet with his client, bandleader 
Cherlie Barnet, on a pic deal. 

Jack Harris, managing director 
of winter season productions at 
Laguna Beach Playhouse, east lin- 
ing up plays for fall schedule. 

Richard Barstow staging the new 
Betty Jane Watson-Jerry Austen 
act which starts a five-week stand 


Aug. 10 at the Bismarck Hotel, 
Chicago. 
Niteries and vauders  assidu- 


ously talent-scouted by the variety 
show TV entrepreneurs, always on 
the pr. vl for something new to 
round out their bills. 

Rubberneck wagon guides now 
have a folksy spiel about the 
weather, efc., as part of making 
the hinte landers feel more at 
home in the big city. 

Margaret Hartigan, publicity 
head for Lewisohn Stadium Con- 
certs and N. Y. City Opera Co., 
to marry Dick Mooney, former Sta- 
dium official, Aug. 20. 

Memorial services tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Jewish Theatri- 


cal Guild for the late Jack Pulaski | 


(VARIETY). Slated for 6 p.m. sharp 
in the Palace Theatre Bldg. 


Metro producer Pandro Berman 


and wife arriving from the Coast | 


this week before shoving off for 
the Continent on the maiden trip 
of the Ile de France next week. 


Tom and Marjorie (Davies) Mc- 
Knight in from the Coast for holi- 
day with the ex-Metro . actress’ 
folks in East Orange. 
ducer o.0.ing New York television, 
etc. 


Charles Coburn vacationing for 
two months after finishing screen 
chores this week. Will spend most 
of his leisure overseeing training 
activities of his stable of harness 
horses. 


Joshua Logan, co-author and dl- 
rector of “South Pacific” and “Mis- 
ter Roberts,” returned yesterday 
(Tues.) on the Nieuw Amsterdam 
after three months in Europe. Also 
arriving was attorney Seymour 
Peyser, secretary of the Rank Or- 
ganization. 


Alfred W. Schwalberg, Para-. 


mount’s sales chief, and his aides 
E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, Oscar Morgan 
and Hugh Owen plus Jerry Pick- 
man, company publicist, were 


weekend invitees of Fred Schwartz, | 


Century circuit exec, at the latter’s 
Lake Placid home. 

Evelyn Koleman, Republic’s h.o. 
publicity manager, planes to the 
Coast Friday (22) for a weekend at 
Kay Campbell’s Del Mar ranch, 
then spends a two-week vacation 
with Roy Rogers and his family. 
Cowboy star’s son, Dusty, is the 
Rep publicist’s godchild. 

Paul Denis, N. Y. Daily Compass 
columnist, makes his third speaking 
appearance before the American 
Jewish Congress when he talks on 
“Radio Stereotypes; Its Pattern in 
Discrimination” before a_ joint 


meeting of five Brooklyn chapters 


tonight (20) in Coney Island. 

J. S. Seidman, show biz account- 
ant who just returned from an 
African junket via London and 
Paris, found those keys “barren” 
of legit possibilities for the U. S. 
However, while in South Africa he 
made tentative arrangements to 


send “Brigadoon” there next year. | 


Greta Garbo, John Ringling 
North, Harold Boxall, co-managing 
director of London Film Produc- 
tions, Ltd., Charles Miller, an 
MCA veepee, film producer Carl 
Dudley, Universal’s Bob Goldstein 
and radio commentator Johannes 
Steel among those sailing Friday 
(15) on the Queen Elizabeth. 


Carrying on its fund-raising 
campaign, the advisory board of 


Radio pro-| 


the United Jewish Appeal’s amuse- 
ment division meets today (Wed.) 
at the office of division chairman 
Fred J. Schwartz, Century Thea- 


tres’ exec veepee. Tomorrow 
(Thurs.) the exhibitor’ special com- 
mittee, headed by Raybond’s 


Joshua J. Goldberg, meets at the 
ITOA’s Hotel Astor quarters. 





Chicago 
Bud Fieberg, publisher of Chi’s 
Stage Bill, convalescing at home 


| after surgery. 


Billy Eckstine, singer at Chez 
Paree, being profiled by nine mags 


| next month. 


Variety’s Club’s annual golf out- 
ing will be held at Sportsmans 
Golf Club, Aug. 26. 


Sid Caesar, comic currently at 


| Palmer House, staying on an extra 


week at hiked salary. 

Claude Kirchner, radio emcee, 
doing commentaries for Grant Park 
Concerts this summer. 





Rasputin, Chi flack, in Mexico. 


setting up bookings for Satira, 
exotic dancer, whom he handles. 

The Ernie Byfields may act as 
Chi hosts to Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor when they visit here this 
all. 

Maureen Cannon. stopping over 
for visit with family before head- 


ing for St. Louis Muny Opera’s 


“Trene.” 
Chi 1949 Railroad Fair attend- 
ance passed the half million mark 


Sunday (17). Season’s total is 
530,390. 
President Truman here _ for 


Shriners convensh, addressed fel- 
|low Shriners at Soldier field, 
July 19. ‘ 


| Nina Foch heading for Chi end} 
of week for rehearsals at er 3 
of | 


Chase Theatre production 
| “Light Up the Sky.” 
Lila Leeds, film actress, appear- 
ing with “Wild Weed” film at 
| Rialto Theatre, 
dangers of marijuana. 
Sid Caesar and 


show from 


|tertained patients at Vaughn Gen- 

| eral Hospital last week. 

Ravinia Festival Assn. has col- 

| lected $30,000 in its campaign to 

‘raise $175,000 for reconstruction of 

— destroyed by the May 14 
re. 

Ballgame between Hollywood 
Tragedians and Comedians Satur- 
day (9) halted because of rain. 
Affair became a comedy show for 
15.000 onlookers. 

Donald O’Connor, .Charles Co- 
burn, Gloria DeHaven and Joshua 
Shelley, film players, will headline 
'at world preem of UI’s “Yes Sir, 
That’s My Baby” at Roosevelt thea- 
tre, Aug. 10. 

Producer Ted Materna headed 


| 
|lard’s opening in Starlight thea- 
jtre’s “Look Ma, I’m Dancing.” 
|Materna will also mull over TV 
'plans with Neiman-Marcus for 
Miss Ballard. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
Tod Andrews checking out of 
| Playhouse lineup Sat. (23). 
| Jack Schlissel of John Pinto’s 
| staff serving as assistant to Theron 
| Bamberger in New Hope. 
| Don Walker back at his Aque- 
tong Road home from ‘Miss 
Liberty” orchestrating chores. 
| Wilbur Evans and Susanna Fos- 
ter (Mrs. Evans), stars of Lambert- 
| ville Musie Circus, have taken 
home at Phillips Mill, Pa., for the 
summer. 

Bill Gardner, Bill Kaufman and 
Albert McClerry of NBC-TV down 
for gander at Music Circus in Lam- 
bertville Fri. (15) for possible re- 
'mote-control special events pickup. 

Walter Slezak, in from Coast at 
Ottsville farm, to star in “Labur- 
num Grove” in New Hope, Aug. 1. 
Margaret Phillips booked for ‘‘The 
Heiress” with John Carradine. 


Aug. 8. 
Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Edward Toner named prexy of 
Irish Film Society. 

John Biggerstaff back on visit 
after three years with Old Vic Co. 
in London. 

Danish Academic Choir left for 





| 


lecturing on 


Palmer House’s Empire Room, en- | 


for Dallas to catch fiance Kay Bal-| 


of presenting films in their original 


| private 


London 


Billy Caryll out of London hos- 
pital following two operations. | 
Two hours after his arrival from | 
America, Jack Smith was featured | 
in the London TV program. 


Walt Disney visited the Lincoln- | 


shire village of Norton Disney to 

research records of his ancestry. 
Helen Page sailed on the Amer- | 

ica July 17 to visit home folks and 


'to look over acts on behalf of K. & | 


P. Productions. 

Henry Oscar has joined the cast 
of “Death of a Salesman,” which | 
preems here July 28 with Paul | 
Muni in the lead. 

Frank Wells, son of novelist H. 
G. Wells, produced “Circulation,” | 
which won a first as the best edu- 
cational film at the Knocke (Bel- 
gium) film festival. ; 

Bernard Charman, associate edi- 
tor of the Daily Film Renter, 
upped to managing editor, succeed- 
ing Ernest W. Fredman, who died 


, suddenly last week. 


Jack Hylton has acquired an- | 
other string to his stable, having 
bought King Admiral from Mme. 
Volterra, widow of famous French 
theatrical racehorse owner. 

Al Margolies returning to New 
York on the Elizabeth July 29, by 
which time he’ll have completed 
his publicity chore on the Alfred 
Hitchcock production, “Stage 
Fright.” 

“Hat in the Air,” Bernard Del- | 
font’s lavish musical, comes to the | 
Saville first week of August follow- | 
ing extensive provincial tour. Book | 
is now largely rewritten and show 
retitled ‘“Roundabout.” | 


lyiera 
By Margaret Gardner 

Ike (CBS) Levy at the Carlton. 

Marcel Cerdans at Cannes’ Mar- 
tinez Hotel. 

Freddie McEvoy back at Cap 
d’Antibes from Italy. 

Rene Clair and his wife have 
left the Riviera for Rome. 

George Raft, accompanied by 
Charlie Feldman, at the Carlton 
in Cannes. 

Raymond Duncan staying with 
French friends at their villa in 
Juan-les-Pins. 

Jean-Pierre Aumont and Maria | 
Montez at the opening of the St. | 
Tropez Casino, 

Bob Temple to Paris, and then | 
back to Hollywood, after looking | 
over “This Is Paris.”’ 

Other arrivals at the Hotel du 


Cap, besides the Jourdans and 
Haywards, include the Darryl 
Zanucks. 


The Mediterranean Fleet off to 
Greece, Turkey and Naples, anx- 
iously looking forward to its return 
to the Riviera in September. 

The Duke and Duchess of Wind- 


sor arrived by car from Paris, via | 


Aix-les-Bains, and are installed at 
their Cap d’Antibes villa, Chateau | 
de la Croe. 

Monte Carlo Casino preparing 
for inauguration of craps, which | 
will definitely, irrevocably and 
finally be unveiled to the public 


July 20 at 10:30 am. | 


“Welcome Stranger” opens 
Cannes’ Vox Theatre’s new policy 


English version, only film house in 
Cannes with such a policy. 
Louis Haywards, Maurice Chev- 


| sketch 
|drama section. 


Congress of UNESCO, skedded for 
October at Salzburg. 

A Richard Strauss bio, (“A Life 
for Music’’), written by Kurt Pfis- 
ter and Alfred H. Jacob in prepa- 
ration as educational film. 

City plans to build two film 
houses, one in Markthalle (former 
marketing place) in Stadiongasse, 


| and another in the Heinrichshof, 
Bay vee the Opera. 


tanard Film finished work ona 
Karl] Steurer production, “We Just 


Got Married,” story by Hans Effen- | 
berger, who directed together with | 


Hermann Wallbrueck. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Madvunna Todd 
KCBS continuity editor. 

Four-day Bay Area art exhibit 
scheduled for Union Square by Art 
Commission, Sept. 29th. 

New York theatre owner, Morris 
Lane and wife celebrating 25th 
anni at St. Francis hotel. 

Hume Cronyn and Jessica Tandy 
in for “Now I Lay Me Down to 
Sleep” tryout at Stanford Univer- 
sity. 

Sara Berner, radio comedienne, 
visiting family prior to starting pic 
for Universal - International, “The 
Story of Molly X.” 

Don Freeman, N. Y. Times artist, 
assigned by Frisco Chronicle to 
“Kiss Me, Kate” for its 


| 


Portland, Ore. 


Yogi Yorgesson at Jack and 
ills. 


Portland Meadows closing sea- 
son this week. 

Greyhound racing resumes 
the Civic Stadium this week. 

Leighton Noble Orch into Jant- 
zen Beach Ballroom for a week. 
| Gene Austin, headlining 
Amato’s Supper Club, held over. 


at 


Will 
Club. 





took over as; 


Hollywood ome 


Jack Atlas off for B 

ny oston vaca. 
Lucille Ball confined to j 

an attack of flu. bed with 
Eda Warren, Paramou i 

editor, to Honolulu on vocation 


Barbara Hale and husband. Rj 
Williams, resting at Las oes 


Spencer Tracy planning vacatj 
- ew next month with fr ypc 
ohn. ” 


Jack Hirshberg recovered from 
recent illness, back in Paramount 
flackery. 

Glenn Ford heading for French 
Alps to begin work on RKO’s “The 
White Tower.” 

Mrs. Nat Levy and 
Phyllis, in Beverly 
month’s vacation. 

Irene and Elliott Gibbons off for 
two months vacash in Northwest 
She’s Metro designer. 4 


Charles Lang back lensing Paras 
mount’s “Where Men Are Men” 
after a bout with mumps. 


Harry Warner decorated with 
Star of Italian Solidarity for help- 
ing promote the Friendship Train. 

Bette Davis doing a scene in bed 
for ‘“‘Beyond the Forest” at War- 
ners after being absent a week 
with tick fever. 

James B. Gaughan and Harry 
LaMack named chairmen for Min- 
strel Men of America’s first dinner 


daughter, 
Hills for 


| get together Wednesday (20). 


at | 


| 


Compton Bennett readying to re- 
turn to England after flying here 
from London to direct added 
scenes on Metro’s “Forsyte Saga.” 


Dallas 


By Henry Senber 
Texas Assn. of Dancing Teach- 


Rickey and Rooney replace the) ers conventioneering in Dallas. 
Mastin Trio at the Clover! 


Porter Crow directing Southern 
Methodist University summer the- 


Red Foley and the “Grand Ole | atre. 


Oprey” troupe at the Civic Audi- 
torium for a one-niter. 

Mark Stevens, Mack Gordon, 
Randy Stuart, Bill Shirley and 
Betty Lynn at the Paramount thea- 
tre for the preem of “Sand.” 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

“Secrets of Life’ (‘Mom 
|Dad’’) in its 15th week in Sydney. 

“Rusty Bugles” has hit 12 weeks 
at King’s, Melbourne, for Fuller- 
Carroll. 

Metro’s “Three Musketeers” very 
solid in Sydney in fifth stanza at 
650-seater Liberty. 
| Warners will put revivals into 
;the Majestic, Adelaide, on deal 
| with the Fullers. 


/erate an ice-rink in Perth on site 
of Tivoli, former vaude house. 
Ralph Bromhead, Eagle Lion 


'g. m., will plane back to his Lon- 


don base soon after local looksee. 

Dave Martin's Tivoli, Sydney, 
vaude-revue house, is still shut- 
tered because of coal strike and no 
| emergency power plant. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Art Linkletter in Rome. 








alier, Charles Boyer and _ the 
Begum guests of Elsa Maxwell at 


the farewell gala at Palm Beach | 


Casino for the American Navy. 

Charles Boyer back to Paris 
after house-guesting with Maurice 
Chevalier and appearing on his 
show, “This Is Paris.” Chevalier 
has wound up his pic, “Le Roi.” 

David O. Selznick and Jennifer 
Jones pulled a fast one on press 
and friends by chartering a yacht 
to go to Portofino, Italy, from Cap 
d’Antibes, accompanied by the 
Louis Jourdans and the Louis 
Haywards, as witnesses for their 
marriage. 

Elsa Maxwell and Alex D’Arcy 
entertained a few of their friends, 
including the Windsors, Zanucks 
and the Begum at dinner and a 
showing at the Carlton 


| Hotel of their color movie, “The |! 


England after warbling tour in 
Northern Ireland. 
20th-Fox’s. “Snake Pit” got 


thumbs down from Irish Censor 
and Appeals Board. 

Father Patrick Peyton, Rosary 
Hour broadcaster, here from U. S., 
for talks with Radio Eireann execs. 

Joe Rackow, prexy of Cinema 
and General Films, planed in after 
talks with independent distribs in 
London. 


“Harvey” and “The Glass Men-. 


agerie” both set for fall production 
at the Gaiety by Stanley Illsley 
and Leo McCabe. 

| Film imports into Ireland to- 
| taled 3,848 feet in first five months 
| of this year, against 2,696,524 feet 
|in corresponding month of 1948. 


| tative for Austria to next 


Riviera,” taken last year. The film 
is built around the Riviera play-| 
grounds of famous Hollywood stars | 
who were here last year. | 





Vienna 


Alfred Polgar, writer, here. 

Jean Geiringer of BMI visited. 

Lili Darvas back, and negotiating 
with Josefstadt theatre. 

Otto Kallir, arrived from N. Y., 

plans to arrange a Walt Disney 
exhibition. 
_U._S. singer George London 
inked by State Opera for 20 per- 
formances. 
_G. W. Pabst plans a_ political 
film, “The Last Act,” story of last 
days in Berlin in April, 1945. 

Town Meetings of the Air, with 
George V. Denny, Jr., held here, 
July 14-15, with prominent Aus- 
trians participating. 

Erwin Nikowitz elected represen- | 
heatre | 


Eric Maria Remarque is at the 
Excelsior Hotel. 


| The Oscar Homolkas 
Tetzel) are at the Excelsior. 
The Gene Markeys (Myrna Loy) 
off to Paris for two weeks. 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Mark visiting 


(Joan 


the Lido, Venice, for 10 days. 


Charlie Beale, American pianist, 
booked at the Excelsior Lido, 
Venice. 


Doris Duranti back in Italy after 
several years of filmmaking in the 
Argentine. 


Mrs. Edward G. Robinson left 


} 


| 


| 


and | 


Fuller-Carroll interests will op- | 


| 


Ballet Theatre pencilled in for 


March 7-8 at State Fair Audi- 
torium. 

RKO’s Ed Terhune preparing 
August preem of “Mighty Joe 
Young.” 

Tallulah Bankhead announced 
for December showing here in 


“Private Lives.” 

Barrie O’Daniels, Detroit oper- 
etta impresario, here opening of 
Starlight Operetta season. 

Carmen (Mrs. Jack) Gould 
stopped off here on trip from 
Houston where she’s visiting fam- 
ily. 

Dink Freeman in town for Star- 
light opening; his dad, Charlie 
Freeman, is vac&tioning in New 
York. 

Joseph Hawthorne, associate 
conductor of Dallas Symphony, ap- 
pointed musical director of Chatta- 
nooga longhair group. 

Mr. a Mrs. David Tebet con- 
tinuing ,000 miles auto tour of 
country after Mrs. T. (Nanette Fa- 
bray) finishes “Bloomer Girl’ for 


| Starlight Operetta. 





for Portofino for a month’s stay to) 


do some painting. 


“Amos ’n’ Andy” program, in Rome | 


for a couple days. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
Billie Daniels back into Club 





Horace Heidt at Orsatti’s (16) in 
Somers Point. 

“Tee-Capades” opens in Conven- 
tion hall Friday (22). 

Bath and Turf Club operating 
sans show this year. 

Frank Ramoni rhumba orch at 
Babette’s (15), with Lou Seiler as 
emcee. 

Tex Beneke set for Steel Pier’s 
Marine ballroom with Lanny Ross 
headlining vaude (17-24). 

Wally Wright and Dick Wade 


Harlem revue. 


into Paddock club as spot gets Alps. 


going under new management. 


Toni Bari, Ted Forrest with Rita| Aug. 1 from London’s Coven 
| Konstance, Carlita and Alan, Wally 


Wanger line and Pete Miller’s orch 
into 500 Club. 





| 


| 


| 


} 


| 
| 


Dallas Grand Opera Assn. has 
waived exclusive Texas appearance 
clause in contract with Metropoli- 
tan Opera Co., which now may 
take in Houston on next tour. 


Barcelona 
By J. C. Vidal-Gomis 

Li-Chang opened at the Tivoll 
with a magic show of over 40 
sketches. 

Rosario and Antonio have left 
Barcelona after seven dance re- 
citals at the Calderon. 

Atilio Mentasti, manager of Ar- 
gentina Sono-Film, is in Madrid 
huddling to establish a Spanish- 
Argentine producing company. 

At the Barcelona theatre, au- 
thors L. Tejedor and L. Munoz 
Lorente offered a new legit com- 


Charles Correll, the Andy of the jedy “Dos Suegras y Media” (“Two 


and a Half Mothers-in-Law’”’). 

Carmen Amaya and her com- 
pany are under contract to appear 
in “Amor Brujo” (“Witch Love”), 
directed by Antonio Roman. Trinl 
Montero will be the star in the 
film. 


—— 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 blvd. Montparnasse) 
The Lewis Milestones here. 
Paul Graetz readying two films. 
Suzy Solidor off to the Ile de Re 
for a vacation. 7 
Francis L. (“Bob”) Harley, 20t : 
Fox’ Continental European mat 
ager, off to Rome. ; f 
Elen Dosia, who'll star in one 0 


| Paul Graetz’s upcoming pix, leaves 


soon for a vacation in the Swiss 
e here 
t Gar- 
den. After three-day stay she 


planes to L. A. to join her producer 
husband Casey Robinson. 


Tamara Toumanova du 
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OBITUARIES 


EDDIE DE LANGE | 
Eddie De Lange, 45, eomposer, 
and orch leader, died in 
ood July 16. He wrote “My 
‘tude,’ “Moonglow,” “Haunting 
fg “Deep in a Dream,’ | 
among a long list of others. He 
also had written scores for several 
films. 
He was born 


lyricist 
Hollyw 





in Long —— 
ity His mother, the former 
Sone Mantell, was a “Ziegfeld 
Follies” girl. His father, Louis de 
Lange, was the _ author of the 
Broadway productions The Globe 
Trotters,’ ‘‘Pousse Cafe” and the 
first Weber & Fields show. 

De Lange attended the U. of Penn- 


* svilvania, where he was active in 


a 


lt 


mateur theatricals, and went to 
Hollywood in 1932. He was a stunt 
man for the Universal studios, tak- 
ing the risks for Reginald Denny, 
whom he resembled in physical 
build, and other stars. He re- 
turned to New York in 1934 and | 
opened a road house on Long) 
Island. 

He formed an orchestra and suc- 
cessful song-writing combination 
with Will Hudson, and together 
they wrote ‘“Moonglow.” He col- 
laborated with. Duke Ellington on 
“Solitude.” He wrote the lyrics 
for “Swinging the Dream,” a musi- 
cal “variation” on Shakesveare’s 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream,” pro- 
duced at the Center Theatre, N. Y. 
in 1939. 

De Lange formed his own or- 
chestra in 1938. During and after 
the war it achieved popularity on 
the radio and through juke-box re- 
cordings. ; | 

He moved to California in 1944 
but made frequent visits to New 
York. 

He had been a member of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers since 1934. 
Surviving are his wife and two} 
children. 


JOHN JOSEPH McKEON 


John Joseph McKeon, 65, early | 
film producer and veteran of*stage 
and picture business, died suddenly 
in his apartment home at Hotel 
Biltmore, N. Y., July 12. Chairman 
of board of the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
until he retired about 10 years ago. 
McKeon was closely associated 
with the late Sidney R. Kent both 
at 20th-Fox and Paramount. He 
was executive assistant to Kent 
when the latter was vice president 
at Paramount. 

When Kent went to 20th-Fox 
after its reorganization, McKeon 
went along and was appointed to 
the important Roxy theatre post by 
Kent. He had been at Paramount 
back in the period when it was | 
Known as Famous Players-Lasky. 

Prior to that McKeon was presi- 
dent of the old Acme Booking Of- 
fices at 1560 Broadway, which han- 
dled all N. Y. bookings for the 
Stanley Theatres circuit. He had 
been associated with Jules E. Mast- 
baum in the operation of the Stan- 
dh chain in Philadelphia before 

at. 


McKeon earlier had been mana- | 
ger for Cohan & Harris enterprises 
for a number of years, including 
that period when “Seven Keys to 
Baldpate” was so successful. He 
also found time early in the pic- 
ture business to produce several 
early-day films including “Lone 
Wolf,” Jack Holt starrer. | 


McKeon was active in Demo- 
cratic politics and was a member} 
of Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and | 
the Irish Historical Society. He 


| 


also was a chevalier of French W 


Legion of Honor. 
Survived by three sisters. | 
THORVALD SOLBERG | 
_Thorvald Solberg, 97, first Regis- 
trar of Copyrights in the U. S. and 
an international authority on copy- 
right law, died at his home in 
Bethesda, Md.. July 15. 


A native of Manitowoc. Wis.. he 





| 


retired as head of the Copyright | 


Office at the age of 78. 


; Solberg’s pet hobby was try- 
Ing to change the American copy- 
right laws, which he termed “bar- 
baric and stupid.” When he re- 
tired he said that one of his chief 
reasons was to have more time in 
Which to fight for changes. 

He was a member of the Ameri- 
can Authors | Copyright League 
re International Literary and 
rs istic Association of Paris and 

e American Library Institute. 

He wrote 


} 
| 


—— Property” (1886), and a num- | 


er of books and treatises on 
pp Canadian, and other for- 
Works poright laws. Others of his 
and Peni Copyright Protection 
“The {rutory Formalities” and 

nited States and Interna- 





Wea copyright.” One of his last, 

Strugsle "1937, was “The Long 

tional C for Honorah'e tterna- 
Opyright Relations.” 


| 





WALT KUHN 
Walt Kuhn, 71, artist, sometimes 


| referred to as the “Rembrandt of 
| Show 


Business’ died in White 
Plains, N. Y., July 13. He painted 
the big and little of the theatre, 
vaudeville and circus ring—clowns, 
jugglers, comedians and showsgirls. 

For a time Kuhn wrote, designed 
and produced stage pantomimes 
and Satirical ballets. In November, 
1948, he announced plans for an 
open-air theatrical enterprise in 


Ogunquit, Me., where he spent his 


summers. The production, “State 
of Maine Follies,’ was to be a re-| 
vue with circus acts, burlesque 


skits and choruses written and di- 


rected by him. 


Besides a br chure on 


tion-picture, ‘Walt Kuhn’s 


ventures in Art.” 


paintings was published in 1940. 


He leaves a wife, and a daughter. 


WILLIAM CARD 
William Card, 45, 
executive, was killed in a 
had been en route to 
after stopping off to visit 
mother, who with his sister, 
left the car a few 
the fatality. 


He 


Card had been well-known both 
having 
had contact with both when ee 
a 
agency’s Coast office from 1945 to 
had been 
head of production and coordina- 


in radio and film circles, 


of the Lennen & Mitchell 


1947. Prior to that he 
tion for WMCA, N. Y. 

During the war, he was 
charge of Army short wave 


the publicity department of N. Y. 
World’s Fair. 


RUTH FINDLAY 

Ruth Findlay, 45 actress and 
one-time leading lady to William 
Faversham and Lionel Barrymore, 
died in New York, July 13. 

Born in New York, she made her 
debut in the theatre at the age of 
12 in “Baby Mine.” Five years 
later she appeared in “Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm.” 

She was married in 1927 to 
Donald W. Lamb, an investment 
broker, and the next year played 
the role of Sy!via in Maxwell An- 
derson’s “Gypsy.” She acted in 
a 


in 1941, when she came out of re- 
tirement to play in “The Land Is 
Bright,” by George Kaufman and 
Edna Ferber. 

Besides her husband, she leaves 
three sisters, and a brother. 


JOSEPH BLOWITZ 
Joseph Blowitz, 68, vet exhibitor 


'and manager of the Manor theatre, 
Pittsburgh, died in that city July | 
16 after a heart attack. He was the | 
father of Bill Blowitz, Hollywood | 
publicist, who planed in to take) 


charge of the funeral. 

He had been in the exhibition 
field for many years. In 1906 he 
opened a nickleodeon in St. Louis 
and later operated theatres in 


Kansas City, Joplin, Mo., and other | 


cities in that area. He went to 
Pittsburgh in 1929 to manage the- 
atres for Warner Bros. 

Wife and another son survives 
him, 


-——- 


LESLIE STOWE 
Leslie Stowe, 63, retired actor, 
died July 16, in Englewood, N. J., 


Stowe was born in Homer, La., 
and made his stage debut in the 
comic opera, “Ship Ahoy,” which 
was followed by a long engagement 
with Klaw & Erlanger’s production 
of “Ben Hur.” He later appeared 
in “Ned McCobbs Daughter,” “The 
Student Prince,” and a revival of 
‘Babes in Toyland.” 


FRANK BRUNER 

Frank Bruner, vet manager and 
pressagent who had been in poor 
health for three years, died July 13 
at Beechhurst, L. I. ; 

Bruner had ben in show biz for 
40 vears, and has done publicity 
for Broadway theatres, legit and 


film attractions, including Mary 
Pickford. Warner Bros., United 
Artists, and the Rivoli theatre, 
N. Y 


‘He leaves a mother, sister and 


“Bibliography of Lit- two brothers. 





AL ORSATTI 


Al Orsatti, 48, one of the heads 


of the Orsatti Agency, died in 
Hollywood, July 12, after a heart 
attack. He had been in the agency 
business 20 years. His brother, 
Frank, who died three years ago, 
founded the firm. 


Vic and Ernie Orsatti, other 


heads of the agency, in addition to, 


the 
“Armory Show,” published in 1938, 
Kuhn wrote and produced a ret 
Ad- 
A book contain- 
ing reproductions of fifty of his 


former radio 
motor 
crash near Salt Lake City, July 16. 
is ie 
his 
had 
minutes before 


in 
pro- 
| gramming. He also had been with 


minor motion picture in 1938) 
/and then returned to Broadway | 


here he had been a guest of the, 
|Actor’s Fund Home there since 
| 1932. 


| well as his wife, son, and father. 


IRVING J. POLLACK 

Irving J. Pollack, 63, co-owner 
of Pollack Bros. 
died at Van Nuys, Cal., July 13. 
He had been ill for several months 
with a heart condition. Pollack 
had been in show biz more than 40 
years, starting as a candy butcher. 

He was. associated with his 
brother, Harry, in the venture that 
presented Shrine circuses. 





THORNTON A. ELLIS 

Thornton A. Ellis, 44, manager 
of Fox West Coast Sequoia theatre, 
Redwood City, Cal., died there 
July 16. 

Survived by wife and child. 

JOHN W. WADE 

John P. Wade, 73, retired actor, 
died July 14 in Hollywood. He ap- 
peared on Broadway in productions 
of Oliver Morosco, and toured the 
country in “Marse_ Shelby’s 
Chicken Dinner,” vaude sketch, for 
a number of years. 

He came to Hollywood in 1924 
and did a little picture work before 
retiring. 


RICHARD (DICK) SPIER 
Richard (Dick) Spier, 55, died at 
his home in Oakland, Cal., July 18. 
He was former Fox west coast 
northern California divisional 
manager and took a leave of ab- 
sence because of ill health last 
February. He had been with Fox 
west coast for over 20 years. 
Survived by wife and a brother 


BOZA SIXTA 

Boza Sixta, 69, Czech actor and 
singer, died in Cleveland July 17. 
He began his career as a tenor in 
Prague and gave his most notable 
performances in “The Bartered 
Bride” and ‘‘Merry Widow.” 

His wife, son and daughter sur- 
vive. 


| DANNY POLO 
Danny Polo, 47, clarinetist with 


{Claude Thornhill’s orchestra, died* 


July 11 in Chicago. Known as a 
recording artist, he played 14 years 
with top orchestras in Europe. 

Wife, two brothers, and four sis- 
ters survive. 


PABLO & GEORGIANNA DUART | 


(Ricardo & Georgianna) 
Pablo Duarte, 41, and his wife, 
Georgianna, 28, Cuban dance team 
known as Ricardo and Georgianna., 
died in New York July 16. 
Details in Vaudeville section. 


ALICE LYNDON 
Alice Lyndon, 75, died July 9 at 





the Motion Picture Country Home, | 


near Hollywood. 

She was in vaudeville before 
| joining Mack Sennett in 1914 for 
film comedy roles. 


WILLIAM JEWELL 
William Jewell, 62, former man- 
ager of the Essaness Davis theatre, 
Chicago, died in that city July 12. 
Survived by wife. 


VITEZLAV NOVAK 
Vitezlay Novak, 78, Czech com- 
poser, died in Prague July 18. In 
1945 he received the title of “‘Na- 
tional Artist.” 


HAYDEN MILLS 
Hayden Mills, 49, secretary of 
Mills Industries, makers of coin 
machines, died in Chicago July 12. 
| He was partner of James Roose- 
velt in production of Soundies, 
| 10-minute shorts. 


| Max Rose, 49, stand-in and sound 
' technician, was found dead July 16 
after allegedly ending life with a 
bullet from a converted Army rifle. 
He was employed by RKO. 


Ellis Rubin, 69, projectionist at 
Globe theatre, Chicago, for many 
years, died there July 10. 


Andreas Halversen Sater, 57, 
head masseur at M-G-M_ studios, 
died in Hollywood July 8. 


Father, 67, of*Mike Frankovich, 
film producer, died July 11 in Los 
Angeles. 


John Roth, 80, father-in-law of 
Eugene Zukor, died in Beverly 


Hills, July 18. 


J. J. Breen, 68, brother of Jo- 
seph I. Breen, died July 18 in 
Ho!lywood after a heart attack. He 
was 2 retired attorney. Surviving 
are brother and two sisters. 





‘Sheraton, N.Y., Expanding 


| Talent Layouts in Sept. 
The Sheraton hotel, N. Y., is 
planning to expand entertainment 
policy in converting its cocktail 
lounge to a full-scale intimerie. 
Type of show similar to that of the 
Blue Angel or Le Ruban Bleu is 
being planned for September. 
Room, a nitery some ycars ago, 
changed to cocktail format. 


; | 
‘another brother, Jesse, survive, as 


Indoor Circus, | 











| Rank’s About-Face 


Continued from page 3 Qe! 








works so far as American theatres 
are concerned. 

While the vast majority of Rank’s 
output has proved negligible in 
the American market, “Hamlet” 
and “Shoes” have already racked 
up over $2,500,000 without yet 
hitting general release. The Shakes- 
peare classic has resulted in a take 
of $1,400,000 in roadshow handling 
by Universal. ‘“‘Shoes” has now hit 
$1,250,000. Ultimate grosses of $3,- 
000,000 and more are predicted by 
U and Eagle Lion for the two films. 

Another quality film going 
strongly in the U. S. is “Quartet,” 
collection of four stories of Somer- 
set Maugham. EL is predicting an 


ultimate take of $2,000,000 for the 


pic. In early bookings, it has 
grossed about $250,000. 
MARRIAGES 

Adele Clark to Milton Drake, 
New York, July 8. Bride is a 
singer; he’s the songwriter-pub- 
lisher 

Carey Calvert to Wilkie de Mar- 
tel, Mount Kisco, N. Y., July 14. 


Both are legit players. 

Jennifer Jones to David O. Selz- 
nick, Genoa, Italy, July 13. Bride 
is a film star; he’s a film producer. 

Lee Stacy to Bill Woods, New 
York, July 15. Both are in cast 
of “Lend An Ear” (Broadhurst, 
N. Y.). 

Jean Goldsmith to Barry Brooks, 
Hollywood, July 8. Bride is secre- 
tary to Robert Sparks, RKO pro- 
ducer, and widow of late Ken 
Goldsmith. He’s a Paramount con- 
tract player. 

Yvonne Borde to Jules Foreman, 
| Chicago, July 17. Bride is the 
daughter of Al Borde, talent agent. 

Greer Garson to Col. E. E. 
(Buddy) Fogelson Santa Fe, 
N. M., July 15. Bride is the film 
star; he’s Texas rancher, sports- 
man and former aide of Gen. 
| Dwight Eisenhower during past 
| war. 

Nora Eddington Flynn to Dick 

| Haymes, Hollywood, July 17. Bride 
is former wife of Errol Flynn, film 
star; he’s a singer. 


| 











"s ‘So. Pacifi ' 
Macy's ‘So. Pacific’ 
Continued from page 1 
lutionary 19-inch, “short-necked” 
‘tube, to sell for $725 plus tax. 
Price is far lower comparatively 
ie any similar set on the market. 


| 
| 





Andrea Corp., at the same time, 
|/reported a 73% sales increase for 
the first six months of the year, 
with a corresponding boost in 
profits. In a statement to stock- | 
holders, prez Frank A. D. Andrea 
declared that price-cutting prac- 
_tices had brought about the slump 
in sales experienced by other com- 
panies, adding “at this moment, 
the buying public has become con- 


fused because’ of fluctuating 
| prices.” He continued: 
| “Too many people who knew 


nothing about the proper manufac- 
ture of a television set pooled their 
money to get in on the ‘gravy.’ 
These mushroom manufacturers 
turned out inferior sets and it just | 
| takes a few such sets to do a great 
deal of damage among prospective 
set-buyers. Today these get-rich- 
quick manufacturers cannot meet 
the competition of the established, | 
| legitimate, technically-wise manu- 
facturer and therefore are anxious 
to get out of the TV field. In doing 
so they are unloading their inferior 
sets at ridiculous prices and this 
further confuses the man or woman 
who is in the market for a set.” 
New DuMont console offers 203 

square inches of viewing surface. 
plus FM radio and a 45-rpm record 
player. Set also features a “syn- 
chronizing circuit” said to provide 
better in 


reception fringe areas. 
DuMont receiver sales chief Ernest 
Marx said the company’s entire 


new fall line would reflect the move 
to lower prices and averred Du- 
Mont would clamp down on any 
franchise holders caught selling 
sets at less than the fixed price. 
Macy’s obtained a DuMont fran- 
chise last week but will sell at the 
straight list prices. 

Offer of two “Pacific” tickets 
was referred to in the trade as 
TV’s “bank night.” Tickets, regular 
$6 orchestra seats, were obtained 
from the show’s management, 
which made them available  be- 
cause of the promotion tiein via 
newspaper advertising, etc. Macy’s 
is reportedly offering them as lure 
since the Westinghouse set prices 
are fair-trade controlled and thus 
j cannot be cut. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Dorsey, 
son, Chicago, July 11. Father is 


Paramount exchange manager in 
Chi. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Feather- 


stone, son, Chicago, July 10. Fae 
ther’s an orch leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvan Berwick, son, 
Glendale, Cal., July 10. Father is 
dialog director at Universal-Inter- 
natonal studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Lucken- 
bacher, son, Hollywood, recently. 
Father is editor of Paramount 
trailers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald Carey, 
daughter, Hollywood, July = 12, 
Father is a film actor 


Mr. and Mrs. Armand Cardea, 
son, New York, July 14. Father is 
flack with Paramount's foreign 
dept, 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Jacobs, 
daughter, New York, July 12. 


Father is an artist with Eagle Lion. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eddie MacHarg, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 9 15. 
Mother is former actress, Joan 
Woodbury; father is Coast head of 
Robbins Music. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hull Youngblood, 
daughter, San Antonio, June 27. 
Father is an announcer at W®AI 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Delfont 


(Carole Lynne), daughter, London, 
July 15. He's a theatrical produ- 
cer; mother is an actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lutke, son, 
Chicago, July 15. Mother is former 
Ginger Dinning, of the Dinning 
Sisters singing trio 


Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Shaw, son, 
Chicago, July 13. Father’s club- 
date booker with General Artists 


Carp. Chi office. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Frances, daugh- 
ter, Toledo, July 7. Father is news 
editor of station WHBC, in that 
city. 
Mr. and Mrs. 
gan, daughter, 


James L. Caddi- 
Montclair, N. J., 
July 17. Father is DuMont televi- 
sion’s national program manager; 
mother was former Anita Cleary, 
exec in NBC's program and pro- 
duction department. 





Nuts to Surveys 


Continued from page 26 —— 








friends of 
make 


discussions with other 
mine, that price 
people buy television sets. 

I'd like the installation 
charge and guarantee service 
charge eliminated! After all, while 
compli- 
cated, there is no charge for any 
other similar electrical appliance, 
such as refrigerators, washing ma- 
chines, vacuum cleaners, room de- 
humidifiers, ete., and I don’t see 
why this cannot apply to televi- 
sion. These hidden charges put 
a bad taste in our mouths! 

I'd like to see an antenna built 
into the set, that would eliminate 
roof aerials or the turntable in- 
door antenna. In the first place, 
having a roof antenna installed {is 
an additional cost; secondly, people 
in apartments find it difficult to 
obtain their landlord's permission 
for installation. The indoor an- 
tenna is_ satisfactory, but who 
wants to keep adjusting it, every- 
time you dial another station? 

I'd like to buy a television set 
that is so light in weight that it is 
practically portable, so I can move 
it to my club cellar if so desired, 
or to a bedroom if I’m sick and 
like to be entertained while lying 
in bed. In other words, plug it in 
anywhere—and I'm still talking 
about a 12!%-inch set. I'd even 
like to take it out to my back lawn 
on a hot, torrid night, if it was 
practicable. 

I'd like to see the flicker, fade- 
out and ghosts eliminated in the 
technical side of television. I'd 
like the pictures to be sharp, clear, 
without having to be an electrical 
engineer and constantly be turn- 
ing this or that nob for better re- 
ception. 

I'd like to see a warning light 
somewhere on my set that will 
telegraph me and forewarn me 
that my picture tube is going out so 
that my set doesn’t flop out on the 
night of an important boxing bout. 

I'd like to see a set that could 
be raised easily, so that if a crowd 
did jam up your parlor, with a 
twist of your hand, the screen or 
set can be raised, so that every- 
body can see. 

I'd like to see—oh, go on 
VARIETY, publish your. surveys, 
your poll reports, your diagnosis 
of everything about video. re- 
ceivers, pros and cons. When it’s 
all done it will boil down to the 
above items! 


would 


to see 


television sets are more 


S. G. Feinglass 
(Proprietor, S & S Thrifty 
S.ore, 5925 York Road). 








56 





‘ 
b 
t 
es 
q 








LARIETY Wednesday, July 20, 1949 | 
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Hil egart | 


BECAUSE she has brought to Pouston and to Jecas a 

contagious spirtt SY and (gaiety - 

BECAUSE she has delighted thousands of our citizens at 

Che Shomock wi her r famous songs and. cfrenvescent wits .. 
AND | 

BECAUSE she is a beautiful and. gifted lady with a 


GTUclousness that charms eve7yone who knows herz.. 
THEREFORE ey 


WE MARK THIS MOMENT as fhidegardes own 
and in the name of the people of C Houston and the citizens 
oS Texas officially take notice that the incomparable 


Hildegarde has made ¢ for herself a place in our hearts 
that will remain empty until she returns to us again. 
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GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS 9th DAY OF JULY, 1949 
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ATTEST FOR THE CITIZENS OF HOUSTON ah 
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With Sincere Thanks to— GLENN McCARTHY, GEORGE LINDHOLM, WILLIAM A. 
BURNHAM, THE ENTIRE SHAMROCK HOTEL STAFF, THE ENTIRE HOUSTON 


PRESS AND THE CITIZENS OF HOUSTON. 








